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2 A Free Retriever's Digest

From the Editor

Tuesday, April 21, 2020

Dear reader,

With this issue, A Free Retriever's Digest has started into its fourth year as a review, and into the third one of its blog publica-
tion. 

At this occasion we have the pleasure to present the recent new editions of the GIC’s Fundamental Principles of Production  
and Distribution (1935) in three languages and, subsequently, to relate three contributions to a debate on the question of the 
alternative to capitalism which has been launched, two years ago, by the ‘social-revolutionary’ group ‘Friends of the Classless  
Society’ in Germany. We call upon our readers to send in their appreciation. 

Whereas the ‘Friends’ deserve credit for having initiated this public discussion in a relatively broad way, they have the misfortune 
of misunderstanding both Marx/Engels and the solution proposed by GIC in continuity with the founders of historical material-
ism. As a first contribution to a continuation of this debate, we have included extracts from an article dealing with current ob-
jections against the views of Marx/Engels and the ‘Fundamental Principles’.

The present issue has come about under impression of the so-called ‘Corona-virus crisis’ and the respective emergencies this has  
engendered in the context of an unfolding economic recession. It has addressed the need to take up this reversal of the interna-
tional situation in several ways:  

• In the first place, we have included the first half of the article series Capitalism, Wars and Epidemics that has appeared 
on the Pantopolis blog;

• Secondly, from the same source, we have included a critique of a basic position defended by Chuǎng in its widely read arti-
cle on the social and biological origins of the pandemic and its instrumentalization by the Chinese state, namely its adher-
ence to the ‘socialist’ character of Mao’s state capitalist China;

• Thirdly, the Notes from the Frontlines of the Class War , from the current broadsheet issued by a Bordigist ‘party’ (Flo-
rence) present an initial overview of the first proletarian reactions in important centers of the western hemisphere. 

• Last but not least, the Selected Articles & News Feeds section has been tailored to primarily list reports on proletarian 
reactions to the emergency regimes imposed and, secondly, a variety of statements and positions issued by diverse compo-
nents of the internationalist milieu in a large sense. All other topics have been left out, except for a minimum of notifica-
tions on the communist Left(s).

Finally, we briefly present recent re-editions of Anton Pannekoek’s writing down of the lectures on ‘Marxism and Darwinism’ 
he delivered at public meetings in Germany as a militant on the left wing of international social democracy prior to the outbreak  
of the 1st World War. 

A Free Retriever's Digest thanks all contributors who have made this edition possible.

Internationalist regards,

Henry Cinnamon (Editor)

P.S. We have included a brief communiqué by the IGCL on the responsibility of revolutionary minorities.

A Free Retriever's Digest  aims at presenting publications that are relevant for discussions within the internationalist milieu in 
general, and among the groups and circles who claim adherence to the international communist left(s) in particular. It intends to pro-
vide comments and a space for discussion as well.
Readers are invited to send in their notifications of publications, abstracts and reviews of relevant books, articles or texts, and presen-
tations at discussion meetings. Contributions should be written in English (notify if you need translation support). For articles a maxi-
mum of 3,000 words is observed; discussion contributions should be limited to 1,500 words. Bibliographical references and internet 
links need to be exact.
The articles and contributions express the views of their respective authors. Their publication is at the discretion of the editor. They 
may be freely adopted if correctly quoted with source reference. We highly appreciate receiving a notification.

Web blog: https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com. e-mai l address : afreeretriever@gmail.com. 

mailto:afreeretriever@gmail.com
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/


Selected Articles & News Feeds
January 13 – April 12, 2020 (Week no’s 03 – 15)

Proletarian Resistance against the Corona-Virus Emergencies
First Reports from Strikes and Walk-Outs in Europe and in the USA

1 Title: The emerging "coronavirus strikes" and the responsibility of governments
Published on: March 12, 2020 Week 11
Author(s): Communia (Emancipación)
Web link: http://communia.blog/the-emerging-coronavirus-strikes-and-the-responsibility-of-

governments/
Genre: Weekly reports and analyses, has of late become almost daily
Length (words): 1,092
Extract: “In Italy, “coronavirus strikes” are spreading while evidence is being released showing 

that the epidemic got out of hand because in quite a few countries – including Italy, 
Spain, France, Germany and the US – governments prioritized different goals rather than 
halting the spread at all costs to reduce fatalities.”

2 Title: Italy: "We're not Lambs to the Slaughter!" Class Struggle in the Time of 
Coronavirus

Published on: March 14, 2020 Week 11
Author(s): Anonymous
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-03-14/italy-we-re-not-lambs-to-the-

slaughter-class-struggle-in-the-time-of-coronavirus
Subject: The situation in Italy
Genre: Report with some concluding remarks
Length (words): 1,917
Remarks: “The Story of the Last Few Days” (8 – 12 March, 2020)

3 Title: The Social Use of the Epidemic 
Published on: March 16, 2020 Week 12
Author(s): ICP (‘Il Programma’, Milano)
Web link: https://www.internationalcommunistparty.org/index.php/en/2698-the-social-use-of-

the-epidemic
Length (words): 1,863
Extract: Firstly, (…) more or less everywhere (Italy, Germany, Great Britain, the USA), the 

healthcare system is at tipping point and the measures for ‘containing the virus’ seem 
to be aiming primarily at avoiding its total collapse: but this is happening precisely 
because of the continuous cuts to welfare (the welfare that was the carnation in the 
buttonhole of all the countries emerging from the massacres of the Second World War) 
over at least the past two decades (…). Secondly, it should be remembered that the so-
called “recession” was already ongoing, both in Italy and in Germany and other coun-
tries, WELL AHEAD of the outbreak of the epidemic (…): capital is already taking advan-
tage of this opportunity to make the epidemic shoulder the blame for the inevitable 
present and future measures “to save the national economy” (…) Proletarians will be in 
the front line once again in this emergency, the first to pay the price of the serious 
consequences of the epidemic on living and working conditions.

4 Title: Class Struggle in the Time of Coronavirus: An Incomplete Chronicle of 
Events (16-21 March)

Published on: March 23, 2020 Week 13
Author(s): LM, 22 March, 2020
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-03-23/class-struggle-in-the-time-of-

coronavirus-an-incomplete-chronicle-of-events-16
Subject: Proletarian reactions internationally 
Genre: Report
Length (words): 1,659
Extract: “In some ways the coronavirus has unified workers around the world under one slogan: we 

don't want to die for your profits. The examples which follow aim to show: 1. Ital-
ian workers are not alone in their struggle to guarantee safety conditions, nor are 

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-03-23/class-struggle-in-the-time-of-coronavirus-an-incomplete-chronicle-of-events-16
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-03-23/class-struggle-in-the-time-of-coronavirus-an-incomplete-chronicle-of-events-16
https://www.internationalcommunistparty.org/index.php/en/2698-the-social-use-of-the-epidemic
https://www.internationalcommunistparty.org/index.php/en/2698-the-social-use-of-the-epidemic
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-03-14/italy-we-re-not-lambs-to-the-slaughter-class-struggle-in-the-time-of-coronavirus
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-03-14/italy-we-re-not-lambs-to-the-slaughter-class-struggle-in-the-time-of-coronavirus
http://communia.blog/the-emerging-coronavirus-strikes-and-the-responsibility-of-governments/
http://communia.blog/the-emerging-coronavirus-strikes-and-the-responsibility-of-governments/
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those workers in non-essential services alone in their fight to stay home on full pay; 
2. that immediate proletarian demands are the same all over the world today; 3. that 
immediate demands, however much they may be justified, are not enough.”

5 Title: Workers Launch Wave of Wildcat Strikes As Trump Pushes for ‘Return to Work’ 
Amidst Exploding Coronavirus

Published on: March 25, 2020 Week 13
Author(s): Anonymous
Web link: https://itsgoingdown.org/workers-walk-off-job-coronavirus/
Subject: Strikes and resistance in the USA
Genre: Report
Length (words): 4,215
Remarks: "A report on the spread of wildcat strikes in response to the coronavirus in the 

US." 

6 Title: Nous ne sommes pas de la viande à abattoir ! French
Published on: March 26, 2020 Week 13
Author(s): PCInt (Le Prolétaire)
Web link: http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/200326_chair-abattoir.htm
Subject: Workers’ reactions in Italy
Length (words): 3,510
Extract: "WE ARE NOT MEAT TO SLAUGHTER!", on March 12, the day after the publication of the 

first decree of the Conte government deciding on the containment of the whole of Italy, 
but leaving the factories aside, workers spontaneously went on strike in many compa-
nies. (...) The spontaneous struggle of the workers in defence of their health clearly 
showed the complete passivity of the Trade Union Confederations at national level: as 
usual, they only asked for meetings with the Confindustria and the Government to ‘agree 
on the measures to be taken’, obviously to safeguard the national economy and its 
strategic sectors and, in words, to protect the health of the workers".

Statements and Analyses on the Corona-Virus Epidemic
From the internationalist milieu at large

1 Title: Social contagion. Microbiological Class War in China.
Published on: February 26, 2020 Week 9
Author(s): Chuǎng
Web link: http://chuangcn.org/2020/02/social-contagion/
Subject: The capitalist origins of the pandemic and its political instrumentalization
Genre: Analysis
Length (words): 9,224
Remarks: A critique on the fundamental views of Chuǎng can be read on the AFRD blog and in 

this issue on pages 33 ff.
Extract: "As the secular crisis of capitalism takes on a seemingly non-economic character, new 

epidemics, famines, floods and other ‘natural’ disasters will be used as a justifica-
tion for the extension of state control, and the response to these crises will increas-
ingly function as an opportunity to exercise new and untested tools for counterinsur-
gency. A coherent communist politics must grasp both of these facts together."

2 Title: It’s not the Coronavirus that Kills, It’s Capitalism...
Published on: March 1, 2020 Week 9
Author(s): IGCL
Web link: http://igcl.org/It-s-not-the-Coronavirus-that
Genre: Group statement
Length (words): 3,167
Extract: “We reproduce here the position of the blog Nuevo Curso on the current global situa-

tion marked by the corona-virus pandemic, and the accompanying bourgeois campaign, at a 
time when imperialist and war tensions are taking a new step in the Middle East and the 
"slowdown" of the world economy heralds a brutal crisis. Even if we do not agree word 
for word with all the points raised by the comrades, this position has the merit of of-
fering a class, proletarian antidote to the lies and the ideological campaign that the 
bourgeoisie is propagating on the occasion of this epidemic.”

http://igcl.org/It-s-not-the-Coronavirus-that
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2020/03/25/revolt-to-carve-out-an-individual-existence-within-capitalism/
http://chuangcn.org/2020/02/social-contagion/
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/200326_chair-abattoir.htm
https://itsgoingdown.org/workers-walk-off-job-coronavirus/
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3 Title: From Corona to Crisis, Capitalism is the Plague of Humanity
Published on: March 12, 2020 Week 11
Author(s): AFRD
Web link: https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2020/03/12/from-corona-to-crisis-capitalism-

is-the-plague-of-humanity/
Subject: A rapid overview of first press releases from the internationalist milieus
Genre: Editorial, Press review (End of January until March 12)
Length (words): 1,271
Remarks: Our notifications of first reactions from the proletarian internationalist milieu 

can be found on this blog page. Most of them are left out in this section.
Extract: “After some hesitation, publications of the communist left and other internationalist 

groups were quick to publish about the questions that the ‘Corona-virus’-crisis poses 
to the working class and humanity, now that our exploiters and oppressors urge for na-
tional solidarity in the face of what in fact already is a pandemic. After some hesita-
tion, publications of the communist left and other internationalist groups were quick 
to publish about the questions that the ‘Corona-virus’-crisis poses to the working 
class and humanity, now that our exploiters and oppressors urge for national solidarity 
in the face of what in fact already is a pandemic.”

4 Title: Coronavirus: saving lives, not investments
Published on: March 14, 2020 Week 11
Author(s): Communia (Emancipación)
Web link: http://en.emancipacion.info/coronavirus-saving-lives-not-investments/
Subject: Position on workers’ demands in face of the pandemic emergency
Genre: Group statement
Length (words): 1,757
Extract: “But if the spread has multiplied it is because the priorities of each country’s bour-

geoisies and their governments are focused on maintaining social order, preventing 
their national capital from being devalued, and trying to keep production ‘normal’ by 
inertia. Their ideal is that we should uncritically obey the dictates of each moment 
and not worry or criticize but remain ‘united’ as long as they deem necessary to the 
production of profits. We cannot accept this. The risk for working families and the 
general population is too high.”

5 Title: Report from Greece on the corona-virus dystopian reality
Published on: March 22, 2020 Week 12
Author(s): Assembly of Workers-Unemployed from Syntagma Square & TPTG
Web link: http://www.tapaidiatisgalarias.org/?p=739
Genre: Report
Length (words): 4,884
Remarks: A Pdf version is available for download
Extract: “The isolation or self-isolation imposed at the moment is not very promising as the 

necessary precondition for any successful struggle is cooperation through physical en-
counter. At the same time, an attitude of internalized self-discipline and fear (…) can 
be very convenient indeed for the state and its repressive mechanisms, as the outcome 
of a recent antifascist demo in the town of Rethymno showed: 100 people were surrounded 
by cops, beaten up and taken to court. One wonders what will happen if workers start 
organizing around demands such as full wages, less work hours or stop altogether, big-
ger unemployment benefits, paid medical expenses…”

6 Title: Capitalisme, guerres et épidémies (partie I : marchandise, commerce et 
confinement)

French

Published on: March 25, 2020 Week 13
Author(s): Ph. Bourrinet
Web link: http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2020/03/capitalisme-guerres-et-epidemies-xi-jin-

ping-10-fevrier-2020-c-est-une-guerre-que-nous-devons-mener-tous-ensemble-macron-
16-mars-20

Subject: Capitalism, Wars and Epidemics (1.: Commodity, commerce and confinement)
Genre: Article part 1 of 4.
Length (words): 1,889
Remarks: The first two parts can be read on the AFRD blog and in this issue on page 9 ff. 

All parts and a conclusion can be found in French on the Pantopolis blog. 

https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2020/03/31/capitalism-wars-and-epidemics/
http://www.tapaidiatisgalarias.org/?p=739
http://en.emancipacion.info/coronavirus-saving-lives-not-investments/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2020/03/12/from-corona-to-crisis-capitalism-is-the-plague-of-humanity/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2020/03/12/from-corona-to-crisis-capitalism-is-the-plague-of-humanity/


6 A Free Retriever's Digest

7 Title: Pandemics, Nation-states and capital
Published on: March 28, 2020 Week 13
Author(s): Mouvement Communiste/Kolektivně proti Kapitălu
Web link: http://www.mouvement-communiste.com/
Subject: Assessment of the situation and its consequences regarding capital accumulation 

and increased militarization of society.
Genre: Statement & analysis
Remarks: Bulletin No.19 (pdf, 4p. A4); 

http://mouvement-communiste.com/documents/MC/Leaflets/BLT2003ENvF.pdf

8 Title: Fear is more powerful than facts
Published on: April 2020 Week 14
Author(s): Natalie Baker
Web link: https://brooklynrail.org/2020/04/field-notes/Fear-is-more-powerful-than-

factsCOVID-19-and-the-saga-of-the-death-rate
Subject: Deconstructing Covid-19 hysteria in the USA
Length (words): 3,485
Extract: “we have elevated this virus to an existential threat to the neglect of what has killed 

us routinely. This is also more powerful than facts. While COVID-19 sends about 130 
people to the grave a day, globally, cancer kills over 1600 people in the US a day 
alone. For heart disease, the number one cause of death for Americans, it is over 1700 
people a day. Influenza, an oft made comparison to COVID-19 that has provoked the ire 
of many, particularly in light of recent asinine comments by Donald Trump, is actually 
a relevant comparison. Influenza is an infectious disease that is consistently the 8th 
killer of Americans every year for at least 50 decades. (…) I bring it up because, for 
the most part, we don’t give a crap about flu even though it kills a ton of us each 
year.”

9 Title: AGAINST THE PANDEMIC OF CAPITAL, SOCIAL REVOLUTION!
Published on: April 2, 2020 Week 14
Author(s): Internationalist Proletarians
Web link: https://en.proletariosinternacionalistas.org/against-the-capitalist-pandemic/
Genre: Group statement
Length (words): 3,368
Remarks: Also available in Spanish and French
Extract: “All of this ‘war against the coronavirus’ is happening precisely when the catastrophe 

which the bourgeois has placed on the backs of the proletariat projected grand up-
heavals, already promised by the wave of struggles that coalesced in 2019 and the start 
of 2020 in dozens of countries. The unleashing of a conflagration that would raze the 
whole capitalist order is a problem that returns to being the topic of the day in cir-
cles of the bourgeoisie, and a hope that returns to the hearts of the proletarians.”

10 Title: Épidémie et socialisme French
Published on: April 2, 2020 Week 14
Author(s): Le Fil Rouge
Web link: https://lefilrouge17.blogspot.com/2020/04/epidemie-et-socialisme.html
Length (words): 7,021
Remarks: A Bordigist arms’ display
Extract: “The bourgeois parties (left and right), long since emptied of all meaning, are now 

traveling circuses where everything and the opposite of everything happens. We have 
fascist or nostalgic formations that cry out against government-imposed fascism against 
free citizens, and left-wing libertarian formations that invoke the state and total 
control! In this context, reaffirming the primacy of socialist science, of politics as 
a science, means reaffirming the validity of Leninist postulates and getting rid of all 
subjectivist, post-modern manias, etc. It means putting the need for the class party at 
the center, the only organism that can get rid of the current anarchy by welding theory 
with revolutionary iron.”

11 Title: La lotta di classe ai tempi del Coronavirus Italian
Published on: April 5, 2020 Week 14
Author(s): Gaetano Fontana
Web link: http://www.istitutoonoratodamen.it/joomla34/index.php/politicasocieta/527-

coronavir
Subject: The triumph of surveillance capitalism.

http://www.istitutoonoratodamen.it/joomla34/index.php/politicasocieta/527-coronavir
http://www.istitutoonoratodamen.it/joomla34/index.php/politicasocieta/527-coronavir
https://lefilrouge17.blogspot.com/2020/04/epidemie-et-socialisme.html
https://en.proletariosinternacionalistas.org/against-the-capitalist-pandemic/
https://brooklynrail.org/2020/04/field-notes/Fear-is-more-powerful-than-factsCOVID-19-and-the-saga-of-the-death-rate
https://brooklynrail.org/2020/04/field-notes/Fear-is-more-powerful-than-factsCOVID-19-and-the-saga-of-the-death-rate
http://mouvement-communiste.com/documents/MC/Leaflets/BLT2003ENvF.pdf
http://www.mouvement-communiste.com/
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Length (words): 2,275
Extract: “The digital technology currently in use will be absolutely invaluable to the implemen-

tation of the World Health Organization's recommendations: "Find the infected, isolate 
him, test him, treat every case and track every contagion". (…) Many choices made by 
the various governments in the wake of the emergency will significantly affect the way 
we relate, after all, our cities are already equipped with facial recognition cameras 
(stations, subways, shopping malls), once the emergency is over all this technology 
will be useful for the active application of ‘surveillance technology’.”

12 Title: Generalised capitalist barbarism Or World proletarian revolution
Published on: April 10, 2020 Week 15
Author(s): ICC
Web link: https://en.internationalism.org/content/16830/generalised-capitalist-barbarism-

or-world-proletarian-revolution-international-leaflet
Subject: The Corona-virus pandemic and ‘the phase of decomposition’
Genre: International “cyber” leaflet
Length (words): 2,765
Remarks: Pdf available 
Extract: “This pandemic is an expression of the decadent character of the capitalist mode of 

production, of the many expressions of the rotting of present day society, along with 
the destruction of the environment, pollution and climate change, the proliferation of 
imperialist wars and massacres, the inexorable descent into poverty of a growing por-
tion of humanity, the number of people obliged to become migrants or refugees, the rise 
of populist ideology and religious fanaticism, etc.”

13 Title: Reflections on Coronavirus and the Economic Crisis
Published on: April 10, 2020 Week 15
Author(s): FD, 23 March 2020
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-04-10/reflections-on-coronavirus-and-the-

economic-crisis
Length (words): 1,946
Extract: “Leaving aside for a moment the issue of “fake news” conspiracy theories circulating in 

the ether about the origins of the virus, that whether by accident or deliberately 
American laboratories engineered it themselves (with all the implications this would 
have on international imperialist scenarios), let us confront the problem in simple 
terms, based on what the theorists are saying about the possibility of coming out of 
this latest financial-economic crisis.”

From the milieu of the communist Left
IOD’s Balance Sheet – IGCL on the responsibilities of revolutionary minorities– Discussion: 
CWO / Angry Workers –  ‘Workers’ Union (Russia) … on Lenin’s ‘infantile disorder’ 

1 Title: Bilancio e Prospettive a dieci anni dalla costituzione dell’Istituto 
Onorato Damen

Italian

Published on: February 29, 2020 Week 9
Author(s): Giorgio Paolucci
Web link: http://www.istitutoonoratodamen.it/joomla34/index.php/documenti/521-diacianniiod
Subject: Balance sheet and perspectives ten years after the establishment of the Onorato 

Damen Institute
Genre: Balance sheet of the project
Length (words): 3,716
Remarks: D-M-D No.14, September 2019
Extract: "In fact, our initiative was not inspired by the intention of creating a new group or 

worse yet another self-styled internationalist communist party to carve out a space in 
the already crowded and jagged area of the internationalist communist left, but the 
finding that starting from at least from the early 70s of the last century, together 
with the third cycle of capital accumulation, an entire historical phase had closed and 
that therefore a more precise theoretical-political systematization of the data relat-
ing to the new economic-social context was necessary that the crisis was determining.”

https://en.internationalism.org/content/16830/generalised-capitalist-barbarism-or-world-proletarian-revolution-international-leaflet
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16830/generalised-capitalist-barbarism-or-world-proletarian-revolution-international-leaflet
http://www.istitutoonoratodamen.it/joomla34/index.php/documenti/521-diacianniiod
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-04-10/reflections-on-coronavirus-and-the-economic-crisis
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-04-10/reflections-on-coronavirus-and-the-economic-crisis
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2 Title: Coronarivus and Catastrophic Crisis: The Tragic Responsability of Commu-
nists (IGCL, March 19th 2020) 

Published on: March 20, 2020 Week 12
Author(s): IGCL
Web link: http://igcl.org/Coronarivus-and-Catastrophic
Genre: Communiqué
Length (words): 1,164
Remarks: Included in this issue on page 14.
Extract: “The storm is of unprecedented proportions and the Communists are now just a wisp of 

straw, in danger of being swept away and further dispersed by the turmoil. One of the 
tragedies of the historical drama that is unfolding is likely to be, because the irre-
sponsibility and inconsistency of the Communist forces, the absence of an effective 
World Communist Party in the very confrontation that is beginning.” 

3 Title: What's the System? Review of an Angry Workers Pamphlet
Published on: March 25, 2020 Week 13
Author(s): Dyibas (ICT)
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-03-25/what-s-the-system-review-of-an-

angry-workers-pamphlet
Genre: Discussion
Length (words): 2,994
Extract: "While we share the AWW’s desire to ‘struggle against exploitation and oppression’ and 

to see society organised in alternative ways, in their attempt to eschew a Marxist 
framework and simplify everything as much as possible, they end up obscuring important 
aspects of this struggle"

4 Title: The Infantile Disorder of Leftism... and the Senile Weakness of Rightism
Published on: April 4, 2020 Week 14
Author(s): Workers’ Union (Internationalist Communist Workers’ Group)
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-04-04/the-infantile-disorder-of-leftism-

and-the-senile-weakness-of-rightism
Subject: At the occasion of Lenin’s ‘Left-Wing” Communism: an Infantile Disorder’ (1920)
Genre: Discussion
Length (words): 5,516
Extract: “2020 will see the centenary of Lenin’s ‘Left-Wing” Communism: an Infantile Disorder’, 

we were ourselves preparing a comment on it for its actual anniversary in August. How-
ever, it seems appropriate to translate this defence of the Communist Left written by 
the comrades of the Workers’ Union (Internationalist Communist Workers’ Group). It is 
even more appropriate given that they are workers from Russia, since the legacy of the 
counter-revolution has made the words “communist” and “party” difficult to dissociate 
from the disasters of Stalinism which finally arose out of the defeat of the isolated 
revolution in Russia.”

5 Title: A response to the comrades of the CWO and their “What’s the System? Review 
of an Angry Workers Pamphlet”

Published on: April 11, 2020 Week 15
Author(s): Some Angry Workers
Web link: https://angryworkersworld.wordpress.com/2020/04/11/a-response-to-the-comrades-of-

the-cwo-and-their-whats-the-system-review-of-an-angry-workers-pamphlet/
Genre: Discussion
Length (words): 3,505
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Capitalism, Wars and Epidemics
What is behind the calls for national unity against the Corona-virus pandemic?

As the Corona-virus pandemic rapidly extends its devastating effects over the globe, government leaders have successively 
declared themselves “at war”, and impose “sanitary emergency measures” at different grades of “lock down”, varying from 
restricting social life and imposing self-isolation (as in Britain, Germany and the Netherlands) up to establishing veritable  
military curfews (as in Italy, Spain and France). They all call upon “national unity and solidarity” to combat the “invisible  
enemy”, while trying to enforce state control over the population, as a new global recession is unfolding.

The following contribution develops on the relation between the wars and epidemics of capitalism, drawing some parallels 
with the plagues in the early stages of its emergence (the 14 th Century) and with the Spanish flu during World War 1. It 
situates the stakes of the present “Corona-virus crisis” in an ideological preparation for a global war.

Pantopolis on the Pandemics and Wars of Capitalism (March 2020)

XI JIN PING, 10 FEBRUARY 2020: “THIS IS A WAR WE MUST ALL FIGHT TOGETHER”.

MACRON, 16 MARCH 2020: “WE ARE AT WAR”.

TRUMP, MARCH 18, 2020: “I AM A PRESIDENT IN TIME OF WAR”.

MERKEL, MARCH 18, 2020: “THIS IS SERIOUS. TAKE IT SERIOUSLY TOO. SINCE GERMAN REUNIFICATION, IN FACT  
SINCE THE SECOND WORLD WAR, THERE HAS NOT BEEN A CHALLENGE TO OUR COUNTRY THAT HAS NOT DEPENDED  

SO MUCH ON OUR COMMON SOLIDARITY”.

BERLUSCONI, FORMER ITALIAN PRIME MINISTER, 20 MARCH 2020: “WE ARE AT WAR. LET US STAY CLOSE TO THOSE  
WHO GOVERN”.

Despite  its  formidable  technological  and  medical 
advances, capitalism is no more capable of stopping 
the spread of epidemics than the class societies be-
fore it, based on exchange and commerce. It has in 
fact favored them by destroying the natural environ-
ment,  by  seeking  immediate  profit  and  pleasure 
(such as drugs), and by inexorably allowing the en-
tire  health  system  to  collapse  through  “budget 
cuts”, as long as it is a reality for two thirds of hu-
manity. By turning housing into hens’ cages (like for 
batteries of laying hens), in which billions of hu-
man beings are crammed in the worst promiscuity, 
and are raised, trained, fed, and ideologically sub-
jected to the “power and glory” of the media war 
machine of Capital.

Since immemorial times war has been a multiplying 
factor, favoring the spread of  epidemics. These, in 
turn, generate wars against the internal “scapegoat” 
who is  condemned to  be  eradicated  like  rats  and 
fleas in the times of plague and typhus. Worse, epi-
demics can be used as a weapon of war against the 
“internal” as well as the “external enemy”.

Commodity, Commerce and Confinement
The case of the plague (in  its  two forms:  bubonic 
and pulmonary plague) illustrates the political, eco-
nomic, social and ideological reality of a pandemic.

In the case of pulmonary plague, the incubation pe-
riod is very short and the great reaper can be up and 
running  in  two  to  four  days.  The  first  pandemic 
known  by  its  scale,  which  came  from  Ethiopia, 
known  as  Justinian’s  plague  (named  after  the 
Byzantine  emperor),  devastated  the  shores  of  the 
Mediterranean from 541 to 767, spreading thanks to 
coastal and river shipping, without going too far in-
land.

It can never be stressed enough that the most deadly 
epidemics arose as a result of the take-off of com-
mercial capital and the explosion of commodity ex-
changes at the end of the Middle Ages. It was via 
the silk  and spice routes – to which the capitalist 
(so-called “communist”) China of dictator Xi Jinping 
this time wants to give a planetary dimension – that 
the plague passed from Central Asia to Caffa in the 
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Crimea, (1) where colonies of Italian merchants were 
established.

As usual, the plague pandemic will follow the paths 
of  merchandise,  commerce  and  war.  In  1347,  the 
Mongols – who made the Russian principalities pay 
tribute  and  raided  the  Slavic  populations,  selling 
them to the Ottomans as slaves – came to lay siege to 
the Genoese trading post of Caffa. When the plague 
spread among them, before withdrawing, their gen-
erals ordered the corpses of the plague-stricken peo-
ple  to  be  catapulted  into  the  city.  The  Genoese 
hastily reembarked, but they took the terrible bacil-
lus  (Yersinia  pestis)  with  them.  Their  ships 
reached Sicily and then Italy (Genoa, Florence and 
Venice). From there, the infection spread throughout 
the  Mediterranean  basin  and  then  northwards  to 
Paris,  London and Flanders,  spreading to  Ireland, 
Poland, the Baltic and Scandinavia. If it took three 
years for the plague to spread from the Crimea to 
Norway, in the era of the globalization of capital... 
and the corona-virus we have to count in weeks.

The plague pandemic killed nearly 30 million peo-
ple between 1348 and 1350, a quarter to a third of 
the  population.  The  innumerable  processions  and 
collective prayers that took place in Europe only fu-
eled the evil. Brotherhoods of flagellants in the West 
gathered massively in public squares to whip each 
other (in the manner of the Shiites of Iran and Iraq), 
chanting  “Mother source of love/Let me savor the vio-
lence of pain/Let me weep with you/Press the wounds of  
the  crucified”.  The  evil  of  the  plague  only  became 
greater. Medieval superstitions can be mocked, but 
what  can  we  say  about  their  present  mustiness, 
where the grotesque quarrels with impotence. One 
can read on the website of the church of Saint Rita in 
Paris this prayer at the time of the corona-virus, dis-
tilled as an elixir by the Catholic Church. Whether 
we replace Our Father by Allah, Jehovah, the poly-
theistic  gods  of  Hinduism  and  Buddhism,  etc.,  it 
will always be the same prayer wheels:

Our Father,
We confidently ask
that Wuhan's corona-virus
do no more harm and that
the outbreak is brought under control quickly,
that you bring back health
to those affected
and peace in the places where it has spread.

1) Also called “Theodosia”, which means “gift of God”!

Welcome the people
who have died from this disease,
comfort their families.
Help and protect staff
of health that fights it,
and inspire and bless those 
who work to control it. (2)

With  its  accumulation  of  mountains  of  corpses, 
quickly thrown into mass graves, the black plague 
pandemic  let  all  sorts  of  hatreds  explode:  it  was 
about finding scapegoats, demonizing religious and 
national minorities. For four years (1348-1352), un-
ruly  crowds attacked the  Jews.  The  Jews of  Basel 
were confined and then burned in a barn. The Jews 
of Strasbourg and the South of France were massa-
cred  without  mercy.  The  synagogues  burned  in 
spite of the fulminations of the pope Clement VI of 
Avignon against such senseless acts (3). Neither the 
leprous, nor the “heretics” (Vaudois and others), nor 
the  “vagabonds”  (the  migrants  of  that  time),  nor 
women judged as witches, all condemned as  “sow-
ers of plague” were spared. The plague victims were 
“confined” to barns and eventually burned. All of 
them were slaughtered as servants of the “devil” (4).

When it was not the explosion of hatred or religious 
delirium, it was, especially in the “land of Islam”, 
the apology of martyrdom, rich in the promise of 
“paradise”,  demanding  from  the  believer  resigna-
tion to his fate, and therefore to the social order, that 
of  mercantile  societies  already  subjected  to  mer-
chandise:  “The plague has the value of  martyrdom for  
Muslims and mercy is granted to those who die from it.  
For the infidels, it is nothing but a calamity... [One must]  
turn to God, asking for healing,  resignation,  and by  
thanksgiving”. (5)

At the time of Covid-19, when the ancient medieval 
hatreds  against  the  “foreigner”,  the  “other”,  the 
“stranger” are vomited, the soup of hatred simmers 
in  the  cauldrons  of  national  capitalism,  a  hatred 
carefully cultivated by the ultra-nationalist parties of 
every obedience.  Xenophobic  feelings are growing 
in Europe against anyone resembling a Chinese per-
son.  The atmosphere  of  racism in the  America  of 

2) Cf. Prière pour lutter contre le coronavirus.
3) Cf. Dominique Lecourt (éd.), Dictionnaire de la pensée mé-

dicale, PUF, 2004 (article : « Peste »).
4) Jules Baissac : Histoire de la diablerie chrétienne . 

I. Le Diable, la personne du Diable, le personnel 
du Diable, 1882. Existe maintenant en e-book (BNF).

5) Jean-Noël Biraben, « La peste noire en terre d’islam », 
L’Histoire n° 11, avril 1979.

https://www.sainte-rita.net/espace-priere/autres-prieres/priere-pour-lutter-contre-le-coronavirus
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Donald Trump, who calls the corona-virus: “Chinese  
virus”, could soon become pestilential. Victor Orban 
thunders  against  migrants  who  test  positive  and 
threatens to deport  them.  Those  resisting  confine-
ment could face eight years in prison (6). In countries 
like  China  (but  in  many  others,  so-called  "demo-
cratic"  countries  as  well,  such  as  Scott  Morrison’s 
Australia) (7) all migrants or repatriates suspected of 
being carriers of the “new plague”, political or so-
cial  opponents,  could  end  up  in  concentration 
camps,  where  the  corona-virus  will  strike  with 
much more force than in the European homes for 
the elderly (8). 

Capitalism in times of the corona-virus announces 
with loud media trumpeting that  the containment 
measures will transform the glorious homelands of 
Capital (from China to the USA) into internal pris-
ons for every block of houses, into detention places 
or concentration camps, if necessary. Capitalism in 
times  of  the  corona-virus  no  longer  promises  a 
“bright future” – with the announced economic col-
lapse – but a return to the good old social Darwin-
ism of the 19th Century bourgeoisie, that of selecting 
the most capable of ensuring the survival of the sys-
tem and its watchdogs.

The Precedent of the Spanish Flu: 
Defense Secrets, Brainwashing and 

War Economy to better cut up the Cannon 
Fodder

The  Spanish  flu  owes  its  name  to  the  scissors  of 
Anastasia,  the patron saint  of  military censorship. 
As Spain was neutral during the First World War, its 
newspapers appeared without being reviewed and 
corrected by military censorship. In 1918, the Span-
ish press was the only one to speak openly about the 
disease. The name Spanish flu actually paid tribute to 
its king, Alfonso XIII, who became seriously ill and 
died. From then on, France, Germany, Great Britain 
and the United States got into the habit of speaking 
of Spanish flu. A name that made history.

6) «Le premier ministre nationaliste hongrois Viktor Orban a 
lié immigration et pandémie», Le Monde, 25 mars 2020, p. 
10.

7) «Coronavirus : évacués de Chine, les Australiens mis en 
quarantaine dans un centre de rétention pour migrants», 
Le Monde, 4 février 2020.

8) Nicolas Cheviron, «Si le coronavirus atteint les camps du 
Xinjiang, beaucoup de Ouïghours vont mourir», Media-
part, 9 mars 2020.

The Spanish flu, which affected between a third and 
a half of the world’s population, is a combination of 
a strain of human flu and a strain of bird flu, antici-
pating to a lesser degree the flues that appeared in 
the early 2000s. As often in pandemics, it spread in 
three rebounds: one in March and in October 1918, 
one in early 1919. The international death toll is ter-
rifying:  about  40  million  deaths.  This  death  toll, 
largely  disguised  by  a  muzzled  press,  became 
clearer thanks to the work of demographers and his-
torians more than 70 years later.

It  was  particularly  virulent,  taking  lung  forms  as 
virulent as those of the black plague: “One morning 
a pneumonic man was left in good condition with one or  
two foci of condensation, and in the evening he was found  
breathless, worried, wriggling in bed with blue lips. The  
man  becomes  blue,  bathed  in  profuse  sweat,  starts  to  
grumble and death comes.” (9)

It seems to be starting in the USA, especially in mili-
tary camps, where troops are trained to prepare for 
intervention in the war. In the late summer of 1918, 
a much more virulent version of the virus appeared 
in  several  places.  In  North  America,  the  military 
camp at Fort Devens, just outside Boston, Massachu-
setts,  quickly  became  a  slaughterhouse.  Approxi-
mately 45,000 soldiers live there, crammed one on 
top of the other. Hygiene is non-existent for the fu-
ture cannon fodder. In the immense dormitories, the 
sheets of a bed are very rarely washed. The progres-
sion  of  the  disease  is  dazzling.  On September  1st, 
four soldiers fall ill. They are 1,543 one week later. 
By  mid-September,  there  were  more  than  6,000 
bedridden soldiers.  More than 100 men die  every 
day from what looks like blistering pneumonia.

Between 1918 and 1919, the flu killed 550,000 Ameri-
cans, both civilian and military, more than the two 
World Wars, the Korean War and the Vietnam War 
combined. (10)  Life expectancy is much shorter than 
on the battle fields: four months after infection, 90% 
of the sick pass from life to death.

The medical profession is totally powerless to stop 
the pandemic and recommends: simple bed rest, the 
use of suction cups, repeated bloodletting to purify 
the “moods” (as in the time of Molière’s doctors), 
subcutaneous  injections  of  oxygen,  cardiac  tonics 
(caffeine, digitalis, camphor oil, adrenaline, turpen-

9) Olivier Lahaie, «L’épidémie de grippe dite « espagnole» et 
sa perception par l’armée française (1918-1919)», Revue his-
torique des armées [on line], n° 262, 2011.

10) Olivier Lahaie, op. cit.
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tine),  the  administration  of  antithermals  (anti-
malaria, etc.), the use of adrenaline, the application 
of anti-thermals (“anti-malaria”): quinine, cryogen-
ics, citrophene, the application of cold chest wraps, 
a light, liquid, “therapeutic” diet that a policy of re-
strictions  has  already  put  in  place.  Health  offices 
recommend  rum  on  prescription,  just  as  today's 
French  health  authorities  advise  that  protective 
masks be dispensed in pharmacies on prescription. 
Some, in 2020 as in 1918, advocate a “modern” anti-
malarial: chloroquine, a synthetic substitute for qui-
nine, which could be a “gift from Heaven”, for the 
ignorant  doctor  Donald Trump,  who wants to see 
“churches full at Easter”. (11)

In April 1918, the Allied patriot press claimed that 
the disease “comes from Germany”, that it is a Kraut 
disease: “There were rumors among the public that the  
disease had been caused by canned food from Spain into  
which German agents had introduced pathogenic bacilli”.

The lies (the fake news) are going a long way to re-
vive a patriotic fiber already shaken by the formida-
ble  international  echo  of  the  Russian  Revolution. 
The French propaganda service claims that  Bayer, 
the inventor of aspirin, introduced the flu agent in 
acetylsalicylique acid (ASA) pills. Some very imagi-
native  people  claim that  German submarines  sur-
face near the “Allied coasts” and bring bottles full of 
the flu virus, which are poured into water tanks or 
into  the  atmosphere,  as  in  France  and  the  USA, 
where “good patriots” hasten to gather for buying 
war loans. (12)

German propaganda, like Allied propaganda, delib-
erately  minimizes  the  impact  of  the  virus  on  the 
troops, who will have to maintain high morale. The 
Kaiser’s press claims that the flu arrived in Western 
Europe  with  battalions  of  Indochinese  colonial 
troops.  In  the  back-kitchens  of  imperialist  propa-
ganda, a toxic soup of racialism, the “yellow peril” 
(Gelbe  Gefahr),  is  simmering,  all  the more so since 
imperialist Japan has committed itself to the side of 
the Allies to better round up the German colonies in 
Asia and the Pacific.

11) Corona-virus. Donald Trump sees chloroquine as “a gift 
from Heaven” if the treatment works, Ouest France, March 
24, 2020. Interview with Foxnews, where the billionaire 
says: “We have to go back to work, much sooner than people 
think”.

12) Jay Winter, «La grippe espagnole» , in Encyclopédie de la 
Grande Guerre 1914-1918, Bayard, 2004, p. 943-948.

Today,  the  authors  of  today’s  lies,  the 
“sovereignists” of every stripe who are ready to take 
on anyone “foreign” - Jew, Muslim, Asian, refugee 
or immigrant - are having a lot of fun. Their conspir-
atorial paranoia is  at  the service of warmongering 
propaganda,  which  involves  waging  a  war,  with 
great  drumbeats,  against  the  “Chinese  virus”,  in 
other  words  against  Chinese  exports.  In  a  certain 
press or in so-called “social” networks one can read 
that SARS-CoV2 (Covid-19) would have been manu-
factured in  the  P4  laboratory  in  Wuhan,  and that 
patents  would  have  been  filed  by  pharmaceutical 
laboratories to profit from the sale of a life-saving 
vaccine, which would only be available on the mar-
ket once its price had reached Himalayan heights af-
ter an accumulation of millions of deaths. (13)

The  First  World  War  saw the  establishment  in  all 
countries of a war capitalism, known as “war econ-
omy”, in which the aim was to produce during more 
than 12 hours  a day,  six  days a week,  killing ma-
chines, shells, bullets and chemical weapons, at the 
expense of the consumption of the already starving 
and particularly weakened working masses. Except 
for the allied bloc of countries, supported by the ex-
ploitation  of  their  colonial  empires,  this  implied 
strict autarchy, tempered by ruthless banditry by the 
big  capitalist  groups:  on  every  continent,  energy 
sources, metals necessary for the arms industry, all 
food stuffs had to to reinforce the entire war effort, a 
war waged both militarily and economically.

In the corona-virus crisis, political leaders, particu-
larly in France, are in favor of a war economy, whose 
virtue, like that of Caesar’s wife, should be unsus-
pected. It is a question of waging a  “sanitary war”, 
while keeping silent about the reality of an exacer-
bated commercial war, leading in the long run to a 
war against the external enemy. This is how the First 
Secretary of the Socialist Party Olivier Faure has de-
manded, on Sunday 22 March, in an open letter to 
his former party “comrade” Emmanuel Macron, the 
establishment of a  “war economy”, advocating mas-
sive requisitions of companies to produce masks or 
tests for the corona-virus. (14)

13) Site of INSERM (Institut national de la santé et de la re-
cherche médicale), March 23,2020: ‘Fake news’ et 
désinformation autour du coronavirus SARS-CoV2.

14) Le Figaro, 23 March, 2020: Coronavirus: le parti 
socialiste demande à Emmanuel Macron «une économie 
de guerre» . The Open Letter: Covid-19 : Olivier Faure 
réclame une « économie de guerre » face à 
l’épidémie.

https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/covid_19_olivier_faure_reclame_une_economie_de_guerre
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/covid_19_olivier_faure_reclame_une_economie_de_guerre
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/covid_19_olivier_faure_reclame_une_economie_de_guerre
https://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-eco/coronavirus-le-parti-socialiste-demande-a-emmanuel-macron-une-economie-de-guerre-20200323
https://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-eco/coronavirus-le-parti-socialiste-demande-a-emmanuel-macron-une-economie-de-guerre-20200323
https://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-eco/coronavirus-le-parti-socialiste-demande-a-emmanuel-macron-une-economie-de-guerre-20200323
https://presse.inserm.fr/fake-news-et-desinformation-autour-du-coronavirus-sars-cov2/38324/
https://presse.inserm.fr/fake-news-et-desinformation-autour-du-coronavirus-sars-cov2/38324/
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French  social  democracy  has  a  rich  experience  of 
war economy. The Socialist Party, which is the suc-
cessor to Guy Mollet’s S.F.I.O., has in the past been 
able to establish a war economy to arm the regular 
troops in Algeria and mobilize a contingent of mil-
lions  of  young  people  to  risk  their  lives  in  the 
Maghreb mountains. 

Mitterrand’s former adviser, the kingmaker Jacques 
Attali, the very man who cut Macron’s presidential 
suit, agrees with the leader: “In the face of these count-
less viruses, we have to put ourselves definitively into a  
war economy and devote ourselves only to the essentials.” 
(15) That the essentials are the survival of the capi-
talist system as a whole and the maintenance of its 
profits, the preservation of the hunting grounds of 
French imperialism, Attali carefully does not tell. (16)

15) J. Attali, March 24, 2020: Pensez et vivre positif 
16) In his book Une brève histoire de l'avenir , Fayard, 2006, 

the futurologist Attali prophesies a radiant future for capi-
talism: “men”, in other words consumer-producers, will be 
“liberated” and nomadised under the leadership of a hyper-
elite (“the transhumans”), carried by the mission to make 
“market democracy” triumph worldwide, under the leader-
ship of social democracy. That social democracy and the 
market will be in complete disarray in 2020 does not seem 
to trouble our seasoned futurologist.

The rest of Attali’s discourse on the war economy is 
a grotesque incantation for a “happy economy”, very 
well knowing that all capitalists, and he himself in 
the first  place,  can only establish  an  economy  of  
capitalist  misfortune:  “To avoid the return of these  
misfortunes, to ward off this virus as much as the next,  
we must finally admit that a society could function per-
fectly well, and be happy, by devoting well over half of its  
wealth-creating  activities  to  industries  and  services  in  
health,  food,  hygiene,  education,  the  environment  and  
culture. And to the technologies they require”.

All  these  politicians and appointed lackeys of the 
bourgeoisie, who are waving in front of the ordered 
media microphones, know very well that the procla-
mation of war (“we are at war”) implies a real prepa-
ration of the population for the idea of a world war, 
in  which  everything  will  be  allowed:  from 
chemical  and  bacteriological  weapons  to  nu-
clear arms.

PB/Pantopolis, March 25 & 26, 2020.

Source: (1) Capitalisme, guerres et épidémies; (2) 
Capitalisme, guerres et pandémies (suite).

Translation: H.C., March 31, 2020. Reviewed by the au-
thor. The source references in the notes have been left 
untranslated.

The foregoing translation covers the first two of a four parts article published on the Pantopolis blog. The complete arti-
cle, with a conclusion section, will be published as a brochure with the  Éditions  moto proprio (32 p. A4, ISBN 9-
791094-518151; €3,- p. copy). Readers of the French language can order copies by e-mail to: pol.krabek@protonmail.com.
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• Capitalism, Wars and Epidemics 
What is behind the calls for national unity against the Corona-virus pandemic?
P. Bourrinet at Pantopolis, Online March 31, 2020. (included in this issue on p. 9ff.)
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http://www.attali.com/non-classifiee/pensez-et-vivre-positif/


Corona-virus and Catastrophic Crisis: 
The Tragic Responsibility of Communists
Communiqué by the IGCL (March 2020)

“The  Coronavirus  Calls  for  Wartime  Economic  Thinking” 
(The New Yorker,  March 16th 2020). (1)  “We are  at  war” 
(French President Macron, March 16). “I look at it. I view it  
as a, in a sense, a wartime president. I mean, that’s what we’re  
fighting. It’s a very tough situation” (Trump, March 18th).

The rupture is historic and brutal. In addition to the vic-
tims of the pandemic and the health tragedy, the reces-
sion is sudden and deep. Entire, often essential, sectors of 
world production are paralyzed. At a standstill. The bill 
will be exorbitant. We’ll see later how capitalism makes 
the  world proletariat  pay for  it.  In  the  meantime,  war 
against the virus has been declared. The police and the 
army  are  the  only  vaccines,  containment  and  curfew, 
against the corona-virus that capitalism has been able to 
find.

The same goes for the crisis.  “You can’t  think in normal  
terms. This is more like a wartime crisis than a normal eco-
nomic situation” (Ian Shepherdson,  the founder  of Pan-
theon Macroeconomics cited by  The New Yorker in the 
article above). The general drop in production will exac-
erbate trade and imperialist rivalries as never before. In 
the sinking of world capitalism, the desperate struggle of 
every national capital to board the few lifeboats will be 
savage, fierce and violent.

In order to gain access to the few lifeboats and exclude 
the others, some talk of “reorienting the economy” – in 
opposition to the so-called liberal excesses of globaliza-
tion – around each national state, even if it means, they all 
declare today in panic, nationalizing certain sectors indis-
pensable to the defense of national capital. Others differ-
entiate  between  essential  and  non-essential  goods,  the 
former to be preserved, the latter to be abandoned. For 
the crisis will destroy entire sections of the national pro-
duction apparatus. It goes for the weakest economic sec-
tors as the weakest people in the face of the corona-virus. 
The health services are thinking about the criteria to be 
used to choose between those who will be saved – due to 
lack of personnel, beds and ventilators – and those who 
will be sent back to die at home or in the street. The same 
will  soon apply to the weakest sectors of the economy, 
which are sickened by the crisis. The state, the supreme 
representative of each national capital, will decide which 
sectors are to be safeguarded at all costs and which are to 
be sacrificed, or left to die. The essential criterion will not 
be of an economic order but of a political and imperialist 

1) Source: The Corona-virus Calls for Wartime Economic 
Thinking 

order: the strategic sectors for the defense of national cap-
ital are the essential goods that each state will seek to pre-
serve at all costs. For behind the crisis and imperialist ten-
sions,  the  generalized  imperialist  war  is  looming  ever 
more. The militarized response to the corona-virus pan-
demic is an illustration of this, a particular moment and 
accelerator. The process, one could almost say the mecha-
nism,  determined  by  the  contradictions  of  capital,  in-
evitably leads to generalized imperialist war if the former 
is not destroyed and overcome.

With the outbreak of the pandemic, capitalist crisis and 
imperialist  war are conjugating in the present. The dy-
namic relationship between the two now compels every 
bourgeoisie to impose absolute misery, with "non-essen-
tial" goods disappearing, and equally absolute discipline 
in the workplaces and in the streets for the production of 
“essential  goods”  in  defense  of  national  capital.  The 
march to imperialist war demands that the bourgeoisie 
provokes a generalized confrontation against the prole-
tariat in all countries. The corona-virus and the crisis it 
causes leave no room for doubt: the time has come for 
massive,  violent,  dramatic,  international  confrontations 
between the classes.  Their  outcome will  resolve in one 
way or another the alternative of revolution or war.

The storm is of unprecedented proportions and the Com-
munists are now just a wisp of straw, in danger of being 
swept away and further dispersed by the turmoil. One of 
the tragedies of the historical drama that is unfolding is 
likely to be, because the irresponsibility and inconsistency 
of  the  Communist  forces,  the  absence  of  an  effective 
World Communist Party in the very confrontation that is 
beginning. There is still time for the main so-called “par-
tyist” forces, resolutely fighting for the constitution of the 
party, to rise to the height of their responsibility and work 
accordingly, quickly and concretely, to clear the way for 
international  consolidation  around  the  historical  posi-
tions of the Communist Left and its main groups. It is up 
to  them,  first  and  foremost  to  the  Internationalist  
Communist Tendency, to take their role seriously and to 
take charge, overcoming all sectarianism, of the develop-
ment  and  strengthening  of  the  proletarian  camp  as  a 
whole.

The IGCL, March 19th 2020.

Source: Coronarivus and Catastrophic Crisis: The Tragic 
Responsability of Communists (Revolution or War, March 
20, 2020)
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‘Fundamental Principles of Communist 
Production and Distribution’ (1935)
The first complete German and English editions

The G.I.C. may be known to many for its main work, which first appeared in Germany in 1930 in the press of  
the A.A.U.D. By contrast, only few have taken notice of the subsequent two revised and supplemented editions  
in Dutch language, in which the group has integrated its replies to contemporary criticisms from diverse quar -
ters. The second of them appeared in 1935 and would become the final version redacted by the group.

Despite a certain revival of interest in the council communist current at the end of the 1960s and during the  
first half of the 1970s, the G.I.C.’s main work would hardly find recognition among internationalist political mi -
lieus, and certainly not in its most developed version.  (1)

Last February the main work of the  Group(s) of International  Communists (1927 – 1940) has been published in 
three languages: Dutch, German and English. Finally, the complete edition redacted by its authors in 1935 is  
available in print in these languages. The two following forewords succinctly introduce this work.

1) On the history of the conception of the ‘Fundamental Principles’, and on the most important (ideological) hindrances to a sober recep -
tion in the contemporary milieus of politicized minorities, see the article “The G.I.C. and the economy of the transition period – an 
introduction  ”, available both online and as supplement to A Free Retriever's Digest Vol.2#3 (June – July 2018). 

Foreword to the Dutch Re-edition (Left-Dis, February 2020)
“Fundamental  principles  of  communist  pro-
duction  and  distribution” by the  Group  of  In-
ternational Communists (G.I.C.) is a classic work 
of Marxist literature. The G.I.C. describes the rele-
vance of [these] Fundamental Principles as follows: 

“As soon as the rule of the working class has become a  
fact in an industrialized country, the proletariat is con-
fronted with the task of carrying through the transforma-
tion of economic life on new foundations, those of com-
munal labor.  The abolition of  private  property is  easily  
pronounced, it  will  be the  first  measure  of  the  political  
rule of the working class. But that is only a juridical act  
which aims at providing the legal foundation for the real  
economic proceeding. The real transformation and the ac-
tual revolutionary work then only begins.” (1)

The first manuscript of ‘Fundamental principles’ was 
written in 1923 by the revolutionary worker Jan Ap-
pel during a two-year prison sentence.  Appel was 
one of the most important propagandists of the All-
gemeinen Arbeiter  Union Deutschlands  (AAUD) 
and a founding member of the K.A.P.D. He partici-
pated in the Second Congress of the Third, the Com-
munist  International  in  Moscow  in  1920,  as  a 
K.A.P.D.  representative.  To get  from Hamburg via 
Murmansk  to  the  congress,  Appel,  together  with 

1) G.I.C.: “Marxism and State Communism. The Withering 
Away of the State”, 1932 (translation-edition by Left-dis, 
December 2017; pdf, 24 p. A4.)

some  comrades,  hijacked  the  fishing  boat  Senator 
Schröder.  Arriving in  Moscow,  Appel  had a short 
meeting with Lenin to present  the position of the 
K.A.P.D. Lenin rejected the position of the K.A.P.D. 
According to Appel, he did so by reading excerpts 
from  the  unpublished  manuscript  ”Left-Wing”  
Communism: an Infantile Disorder. 

Three years later,  Appel was arrested in Germany 
and sentenced to imprisonment.  This gave time to 
reflect on the internal struggles within the commu-
nist movement. In his autobiographical notes Appel 
wrote:  “The  realization  that  the  Russian  revolution  
would lead to state communism, or rather state capital-
ism, was still new then. (…) And what was also new was  
to concentrate on the core of the liberation of workers from  
wage slavery, on the takeover of companies by industrial  
organizations  (German:  Betriebsorganisationen),  to  in-
troduce from that  point on,  the  social  average  working  
time as the standard for the calculation and distribution  
of all created goods. Only in this way can money and all  
values be deprived of the possibility to act as capital, to  
employ people and to exploit them.” (2)

At the end of 1925, Jan Appel was released under a 
general amnesty. He emigrated to the Netherlands 

2) Jan Appel’s autobiographical notes in: IISG, Collection 
Netherlands, small archives and separate items - “APPEL, 
JAN: 90 Typoscript van autobiografische schets van Jan Appel, 
die in 1926 vanuit Duitsland naar Nederland kwam. Z.j. 1 stuk.”

http://www.left-dis.nl/uk/GIC%20(1932)%20Marxism%20and%20state%20communism.1-0.pdf
http://www.left-dis.nl/uk/GIC%20(1932)%20Marxism%20and%20state%20communism.1-0.pdf
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/11/10/supplement-to-afrd-03-r1/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/11/10/supplement-to-afrd-03-r1/
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around the turn of the year, because the situation in 
Germany was too dangerous for him politically. He 
took a job at a shipyard in Zaandam and contacted 
Henk Canne Meijer, whom he did not know person-
ally, but whose address was given to him by com-
rades. Like Appel, Canne Meijer was one of those 
who applauded the Russian Revolution at first.  In 
the course of further development, however, he soon 
joined the criticism of Bolshevik party communism, 
represented  in  Germany  by,  among  others,  Otto 
Rühle and in the Netherlands by Anton Pannekoek 
and Herman Gorter, to propagate the independent 
struggle of the workers through workers’ councils. It 
is likely that the Group of International Commu-
nists was  formed  by  the  discussions  around  the 
notes  on [the]  Fundamental  Principles presented by 
Appel.  Appel  found  a  fellow  advocate  in  Canne 
Meijer,  who eventually  played a major  role in the 
further elaboration of the text. 

In  1948,  Canne  Meijer  wrote,  looking  back  at  the 
Fundamental principles in his text on the workers’ 
council movement in Germany:  “One of the essential  
tasks of a group of workers – a revolutionary group, as  
they used to say – that wants to radically eliminate capi-
talist  exploitation,  is  the  economic  consolidation of  the  
power  conquered  by  political  action.  The  time  is  past  

when it was enough to demand only the abolition of pri-
vate capitalist ownership of the means of production. It is  
also insufficient to demand only the abolition of wage la-
bor. This demand in itself has no more consistency than a  
bubble,  if  one does  not  know how to  lay the  economic  
foundations on which wage labor no longer exists.”

In  this  sense,  “Fundamental  principles  of  com-
munist production and distribution” are “the last  
message left to us by the revolutionary movements of the  
first half of the 20th century”. (3) They show the eco-
nomic basis on which exploitation can be abolished 
and communist society can be realized without fall-
ing into chaos and without reducing communist so-
ciety to an ideal  on the distant horizon of human 
history. In this sense, this new edition of the second 
completely  revised  and  expanded  edition  of  the 
Fundamental principles is at the same time a funda-
mental critique of the different theories and also of 
the  practices  of  the  various  currents  that  invoke 
Marxism, anarchism or, more generally, socialism. A 
critique that has lost none of its original topicality to 
this day. 

February 2020

3) Henk Canne Meijer, Die Arbeiterrätebewegung in Deutschland  
(1918 – 1933).

Foreword to the German and English editions 
(Red & Black Books, February 2020)

Karl  Marx’s  critique  of  capitalism  has  received 
worldwide attention – from those who want to over-
come capitalism , but also from bourgeois intellectu-
als who don’t like the critique of capitalism. 

Understandably, the bourgeois intellectuals are not 
interested in the alternative to capitalism. But how 
can it be explained that the alternative to capitalism, 
which can be derived from Marx’s critique of capi-
talism, has not received any attention from the crit-
ics of capitalism? Why is the “Association of Free and  
Equal People” that Marx and Engels sketched out in 
their critique of capitalism taken seriously, if at all, 
only  as  an  idealistic  picture of  the  future?  Al-
though Marx and Engels, with their reference to the 
calculation of working hours as the foundation for 
the  relationship  between  producer  and  product, 
have themselves named the economic basis for the 
new production relationship and thus for the inde-
pendent, direct construction of the “Association of 
Free and Equal People”. So, how can it be explained 
that the first scientific elaboration of what Marx and 

Engels only hinted at in their critique of capitalism 
met with no interest among critics of capitalism? 

The  explanation  is  very  simple.  The  intellectuals 
critical of capitalism do not like the alternative that 
has been presented. 

For the communist parties fighting for the leading 
power, the idea is perfectly natural that the workers 
in the factories take over the power to hand it over to 
the intellectual vanguard so that the latter can then 
organize the new society in the “name and for the 
good of the working class”. The idea that the work-
ers in the factories take over power in order to con-
trol  their  relationship   from  producer  to  product 
themselves, based  on  the  calculation  of  working 
hours,  without the need for privileged leadership, 
does not fit in with their idea of a centrally struc-
tured economic and administrative apparatus.

But  also  the  “libertarian communists”  do not  like 
the economic basis of the “Association of Free and 
Equal  People”  shown  by  Marx  and  Engels.  They 
want to live in a communist society and, at the same 
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time, be free from it. They dream of an immediate 
transition to  a  self-determined society  of  free  and 
equal people according to the motto “from each ac-
cording  to  his  abilities,  to  each  according  to  his 
needs”,  for  which  every  binding  economic  basis 
seems to them a contradiction. 

The  “party  communists”  rely  on  the  dictatorship 
over the proletariat, on whose distant horizon free-
dom appears after the “realm of necessity” has been 
overcome under the leadership of the party through 
the long and complicated path of the development 
of  the  productive  forces.  The “libertarian commu-
nists” rely on the socialist morality freely hovering 
above the economy in order to establish the “realm 
of freedom” in the “realm of necessity” without the 
measure of the calculation of working hours, which 
according  to  Marx,  is  the  unavoidable measure. 
While  the  attempts  of  state  communism with  the 
dictatorship over the proletariat ended in a return to 
capitalism, in 1936 in Spain, the attempts of libertar-
ian communists ended in economic chaos, in which 
the libertarian communists themselves sought their 
salvation in forms of central allocation.

The  “Fundamental  Principles  of  Communist  Pro-
duction and Distribution” are  “the last message that  
the revolutionary movements of the first half of the 20th 

Century have left us.” (1) They show the economic ba-

1) Henk Canne Meijer, Die Arbeiterrätebewegung in Deutsch-
land (1918 - 1933)

sis on which exploitation can be abolished and com-
munist society realized without sinking into chaos 
and without reducing communist society to an ideal 
on  the  distant  horizon  of  human  history.  In  this 
sense, the German translation of the second, com-
pletely revised and expanded, edition of the “Fun-
damental Principles” is at  the same time a funda-
mental critique of the various theories and also of 
the  practices  of  the  various  currents  that  refer  to 
Marxism, anarchism or, more generally, socialism. A 
critique that has lost none of its original topicality to 
this day. Or, in the words of the GIC:  

“There is no point in discussing “federalism or centralism”  
if you don’t first show what the economic basis of this “feder-
alism” or this “centralism” will be. In reality, the forms of  
organization of a given economy are not, on the whole, arbi-
trary  forms,  they  are  derived  from the  principles  of  that  
economy itself. (…) Therefore it is insufficient to present the  
economy of communism only as a negation of the capitalist  
system: no money, no market, no private or state property. It  
is necessary to present its positive characters, to show what  
the economic laws will be, that will triumph over those of  
capitalism. If one proceeds in this way, it is very likely that  
the alternative “federalism or centralism” appears to be the  
wrong question.” (2)

Hermann Lueer, February 2020 

2) Ibidem.
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Objective
The development of capitalism is leading to increasingly 
serious  crises,  reflected  in  ever-increasing  unemployment 
and an ever-deeper disruption of the production system, 
leaving millions of workers out of production and starving 
to death. At the same time, the contradictions between 
the different nations are increasing, as a result of which 
the economic war leads to a new world war.

Increasing impoverishment and growing insecurity of exis-
tence force the working class to begin the struggle for the 
communist mode of production. In this struggle, the Group 
of  International  Communists  encourages  the  workers  to 
take over the management and administration of produc-
tion and distribution themselves in accordance with gen-
erally adopted social rules to realize the  Association  of 
Free and Equal Producers. 

The GIC sees the essential progress of the workers’ move-
ment  in  the  development  of  workers’  self-confidence. 
Therefor it confronts the leading politics of the parliamen-
tary parties and the trade union movement with the slo-
gan: 

All power to the workers’ councils

Production in the hands of the enterprise organiza-
tions 

GIC 

Table of Contents

Foreword by the Editor (8)

Foreword to the first edition, June 1931 (12)

Foreword to the second edition, January 1935 (13)

Chapters:

1. The starting points of the Fundamental Principles of 
Communist Production and Distribution (17)

2. The social democratic “revision” of Marxism (27)

3. The unit of account in communism (55)

4. Progress in the formulation of the problem (67)

5. The libertarian communism (84)

6. The social production process in general (101)

7. The communist production (104)

8. The socially average working hour as the basis of pro-
duction! (123)

9. The  socially  average  working  hour  as  the  basis  for 
consumption (139)

10. The general social work (159)

11. The accounting as an ideational summary of the pro-
duction and distribution process (184)

12. The abolition of the market (193)

13. The expansion of production (214)

14. The control of the operating life (228); part II (249)

15. The introduction of communism in agriculture (257)

16. The economic dictatorship of the proletariat (273)

17. Final considerations (277)

Appendix:

The course of nationalization in Soviet Russia from No-
vember 1917 to 1921 (290)

The course of the peasant movement in Russia from 1917 
to 1921 (294)

Some notes on freight transport (299)

Considered Literature (301)



Spring 2018 the ‘social-revolutionary’ group ‘Friends of the Classless Society ’ in Germany published its Theses on the  
World Commune (1) and launched a discussion cycle on the alternative to Capitalism that, until recently, resulted in 9 
contributions on the Kosmoprolet web blog, and a new book publication in the course of last autumn. (2)

As this initiative drew our interest, we have tried to take up contact with the group for a presentation and a balance sheet 
of the discussion it had initiated. Unfortunately however, without obtaining any reply. Thereupon we have translated two  
of the contributions that seem most interesting for a discussion whose interest goes beyond the German language area.  
They can be read hereafter: 1. the critique by Hermann Lueer of the group’s theses and 2. the commentary on this cri-
tique written by Raoul Victor on the group’s request.

The first one is of interest because its author, among others, has most clearly taken up the defense of the GIC’s ‘Funda -
mental Principles’, which, if we are correct, the ‘Friends’ once defended themselves, but have abandoned since long. (3) 
H. Lueer does so in continuity with his discovery and appreciation of the main work of the GIC.

The second one because it attempts to refute the necessity for the workers’ councils to take the average social labor  
time as the fundamental economic principle of society at large setting its course toward communism, from the point of  
view the ‘Friends’ newly adheres to, and which is, to all appearances largely influenced by the ‘communisation’ trend.

In addition, we have taken up Lueer’s swift reply to Victor that, for reasons yet undisclosed, has only just been taken 
into account by the organizers of the discussion cycle, (4) after it had been published on the ‘Arbeiterstimmen’ blog. 
The included translation is from the author himself.

By making these contributions available in English we want to invite to the widest possible discussion among proletarian 
internationalists. More contributions may follow. For instance, we would be interested in reading a reply by Raoul Victor, 
or to publish the conclusions the ‘Friends of the Classless Society’  have drawn from their initiative. An English sum-
mary of their theses, and contributions by others, might elucidate the disputed questions as well.

Therefor we call upon our readers to send in their appreciations of the controversy at hand and their eventual contribu-
tions (please read the colophon for editorial requirements). For a start we have included extracts from an article apropos 
of the new editions of ‘Fundamental Principles’ presented in this issue, that has appeared on the ‘Arbeiterstimmen’ 
blog on page 35 ff. 

A Free Retriever's Digest

1) in “Umrisse der Weltkommune”  (“Outlines of the World Commune”), Kosmoprolet nr. 5, March 2018  ;
2)     Klasse, Krise, Weltcommune – Beiträge zur Selbstabschaffung des Proletariats  , Edition Nautilus, Hamburg, September 2019. (“Class, 

Crisis, World Commune – Contributions to the self-abolition of the proletariat”)
3) For instance: 28 Theses on Class Society  , (English translation: June 25, 2010)
4) Namely: Utopische oder materielle Grundlage der klassenlosen Gesellschaft? Eine Antwort an Raoul Victor  , Kosmoprolet, April 7, 2020

Which Alternative to Capitalism?
A Controversy on Labor Time Accounting 
apropos of ‘Fundamental Principles’ (GIC)

https://kosmoprolet.org/de/utopische-oder-materielle-grundlage-der-klassenlosen-gesellschaft-eine-antwort-raoul-victor
https://kosmoprolet.org/en/28-theses-class-society
https://edition-nautilus.de/programm/klasse-krise-weltcommune/
https://kosmoprolet.org/de/kosmoprolet-5
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A Critique of the ‘Theses on the World Commune’ 
(H. Lueer, January 2019)

I have read your text on the world commune with 
great interest. (1) I would largely agree with the first 
“contours of a free community” you have outlined:

• a transformation of the existing machinery geared to  
the needs of the people (Thesis 3, World Commune 
2018, 6 ff.), 

• the far-reaching dissolution of the separation of man-
ual and mental work by means of a different priority  
of training and the abolition of meaningless [activi-
ties], automation of tiring ones and an appealing de-
sign or rotation of activities that are still  necessary 
(Thesis 4, ibid., 15), 

• the realization of enormous time potentials by means  
of the abandonment of activities useful for capitalism  
alone (Thesis 5, ibid., 12f), 

• the  emancipation  from  today’s  gender  relations  
through the  abolition of  dependence on wage  labor  
(Thesis 8, ibid., 20 f.f),  

• and thus not  least  the  perspective  that,  in  view of  
this, the social wealth of the Commune will hardly be  
the  one  we  know  as  private  wealth  in  capitalism 
(Thesis 6, ibid., 13).

Similar perspectives are, by the way, also very well 
presented by Norbert Trenkle (Trenkle 1996). (2)

“If one does not imagine the revolution… as the blue mir-
acle,  as something that  the  proletarians do almost  acci-
dentally  in the  heat of  the moment,  spontaneously and  
without any preconceived goal, and if one certainly does  
not delegate human emancipation to the machines, then” 
– I agree with you, too – an understanding of the ba-
sic features of classless society is not only sensible 
but necessary, since hardly any “movement resolutely  
rebels against the existing without having at least a vague  
idea of what might take its place.” 

That pointing out perspectives and potentials can be 
helpful for this is certainly true, but as you yourself 
write, it is not enough:

“Little is said about the social forms in which this could  
be done. But everything depends on it: … It is a matter of  

1) Freundinnen und Freunde der klassenlosen Gesellschaft, 
March 21, 2018: Umrisse der Weltcommune. 

2) See Norbert Trenkle, December 31, 1996: Weltgesellschaft 
ohne Geld – Überlegungen zu einer Perspektive 
jenseits der Warenform. 

a different social mediation, one in which the whole is not  
directed  against  the  individual,  but  is  their  conscious  
work.” (Ibid., 16)

The decisive question, which apart from the critique 
of capitalism as the basis for rebellion must be an-
swered simply and understandably for everyone, is 
therefore: How can the members of society, on the 
basis  of  socialized  means  of  production,  indepen-
dently  lead and administer  their  division of labor 
without a superior authority, according to the motto 
“To each according to his needs, from each according to  
his abilities" (Marx)?

In answering this crucial question,  you are, in my 
opinion, making a serious mistake: You are rejecting 
the economic basis on which the social relations of 
people to their labor and their labor products can be 
regulated simply  and transparently  for  all  in  pro-
duction and distribution,  because you confuse  the 
calculation of working hours with an exchange rela-
tionship. At first you are in favor of the model of the 
calculation  of  working  hours  roughly  drafted  by 
Marx and Engels: “The model cannot be dismissed as a  
mere continuation of wage labor by other means: the pri-
vate ownership of means of production is to give way to  
social planning, the labor force is no longer a commodity  
whose sale takes place by chance and under conditions of  
competition” (ibid., 3), only to assert one paragraph 
later  without further  explanation:  “The  exchange of  
equivalents, in capitalism ultimately a farce, is made a so-
cialist  reality.  ...  In  principle  it  could  be  objected  that  
where there is an exchange of equivalents there can be no  
question of communism.” (ibid., 4)

How does that fit together? Exchange presupposes 
ownership of means of production and the  goods 
produced  with  them.  On  the  basis  of  socialized 
means  of  production  (as  opposed  to  nationalized 
means of production),  however,  there is  no longer 
any ownership of means of production, and neither 
the  products  nor  the  labor  force  are  commodities 
that  are  mediated  in  exchange  between  owners. 
Here the individual labor of the members of society 
is no longer private labor, which only seeks its social 
mediation through exchange, but is already an im-
mediate component of the overall social labor, since 
it  is  already performed as individual labor within 
the framework of collective planning. Accordingly, 
the  individual  labor  product  is  no  longer  private 
property, but a product of society, which is not sold 

http://www.krisis.org/1996/weltgesellschaft-ohne-geld/
http://www.krisis.org/1996/weltgesellschaft-ohne-geld/
http://www.krisis.org/1996/weltgesellschaft-ohne-geld/
https://kosmoprolet.org/de/umrisse-der-weltcommune
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(exchanged) as a commodity between different own-
ers,  but is available within the community of pro-
ducers.

Nothing changes in this provision with regard to the 
reference to abstract labor and time as its measure in 
the social planning process. The reproduction of so-
ciety  simply  presupposes that  the  labor  necessary 
for satisfying needs is organized and carried out ac-
cording to plan in the social division of labor. Plan-
ning of the social  reproductive interrelation,  how-
ever, means nothing other than combining the social 
labor time necessary to satisfy needs with the sum 
of  the  available  individual  labor.  This  can  be  en-
trusted to a central planning authority – in so far as 
one wants to trust it – or this can be left to the indi-
viduals themselves. The latter is only possible, how-
ever, if the ratio of labor effort to result is systemati-
cally demonstrated for all members of society. Then 
a production planning based on the division of la-
bor is possible, in which the people themselves de-
cide what they would like to have according to their 
individual  weighing  of  effort  and  result.  In  other 
words, everyone can decide for themselves on their 
contribution to the socially required labor time and 
their share in the product of the social division of la-
bor.

“Labor time”, as Marx put it,  “would thus play a dual  
role. Its socially planned distribution regulates the correct  
proportion of the various labor functions to the various  
needs. On the other hand, labor time also serves as a mea-
sure of the producer’s individual share of the common la-
bor and therefore also of the individual consumable part  
of the common product.” (MEW 23, p. 93). The form in 
which individual labor time is used as the measure 
of the part of the social product to be consumed in-
dividually is then, as a conscious action of society, a 
concrete regulation with regard to the insight of the 
members of society into the necessities of their co-
operative context of production.   They can, for ex-
ample,  leave it  at  the  provision of information on 
working hours and rely on the rational use of this 
information. They can also take an individual un-
der-coverage  of  labor  participation  in  relation  to 
consumption as a reason for criticism or restrict ac-
cess to means of consumption in relation to the indi-
vidual contribution to social labor.

Whether it is done out of individual insight into the 
necessities of the social coherence based on the divi-
sion of labor or through the necessity of social ra-
tioning,  is  in  principle  irrelevant:  through  the 
planned coupling between the individual contribu-
tion to the socially required labor time and the cor-

responding proportion of the common product, the 
same principle  prevails  here,  admittedly,  over  the 
standard  of  abstract  labor,  “which  regulates  the  ex-
change of commodities, insofar as it is exchange of equals.  
Content and form are changed because under the changed  
circumstances nobody can give anything except his work  
and because on the other hand nothing can become the  
property  of  the  individual  except  individual  means  of  
consumption.” (MEW 19, p. 20)

“A huge difference compared to the concept of ‘exchange  
of equivalents’,” which you (probably in reference to 
Raoul Victor) simply put aside over the incorrect ref-
erence to the term ‘exchange of equals’. The joint plan-
ning of the relationship between social product and 
socially necessary labor or, in other words, the social 
mediation between need and the social labor neces-
sary to satisfy that need, has nothing to do with an 
exchange of equivalents between individual private 
owners.  “Such a communism” would therefore, con-
trary to what you say, be something quite different 
"than a bad imitation of the capitalist market, in which  
the law of labor time is blindly and irregularly effected.” 
(World Commune 2018, 5) Here the members of so-
ciety would neither be blindly subjected to the law 
of value nor to its real-socialist conscious and “just” 
application.  Here  the  members  of  society  would 
plan and administer the coherence of their division 
of  labor  independently  on  the  basis  of  socialized 
means of production, without a superior authority, 
with the help of labor time calculation.  “The useful-
ness of the various objects of daily use, weighed against  
each other and against the  amount of  labor required to  
produce them, will determine the plan. People will do ev-
erything  very  simply,  without  the  interference  of  the  
much-vaunted “value”.” (MEW 20, p. 288)

It  is  a  misunderstanding  to  equate  abstract  labor, 
and time as its measure, with value production. In a 
production  relationship  determined  by  private 
property and the exchange of commodities, abstract 
labor  is  the  substance  of  value,  but  abstract  labor 
does  not  constitute  the  production  relationship. 
Similarly to the machine wreckers who, faced with 
the consequences of the capitalist application of the 
machine, wanted to destroy the machines, it is there-
fore a mistake to reject  the abstraction of concrete 
work steps and their summary in time as a means of 
production planning.

But this confusion of the labor time calculation with 
an  exchange  relation  is  not  the  main  argument 
against the use of the labor time calculation, at least 
in your article. With reference to the contribution by 
Raoul Victor, “The Economy in the Transition to  
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a Communist Society” (Victor 2016) (3), you rather 
assert  subsequently  that  the  calculation  of  labor 
time proves to be “at the level of a high-tech social pro-
duction  based  on  the  division  of  labor,  as  impossible.” 
(World Commune 2018, 4)

If that were the case, then the economy would have 
to sink into chaos both in capitalism and in commu-
nism. Without the exchange value – which in capi-
talism is formed behind people’s backs, on the basis 
of private property in competition on the market re-
lating  to  the  socially  necessary  labor  time  –  and 
without labor time as a direct and conscious mea-
sure of a joint production planning, neither in capi-
talism nor in communism it would be possible to ra-
tionally decide which of the multitude of possible 
substitutes and production processes would be ad-
vantageous  in view of the required effort. With its 
exchange value-based calculation of labor time, cap-
italism proves the opposite of the alleged impossi-
bility every day. If, with the abolition of  monetary 
accounting, the calculation of working hours at the 
level of high-tech socialist production based on the 
division  of  labor  were impossible,  then  Ludwig  
von Mises would be right: socialism would then be 
the abolition of the rationality of the economy.

The idea that the planning of a high-tech social pro-
duction based on a division of labor can be planned 
solely  on  the  basis  of  the  needs  and the  physical 
properties of the objects of daily use is, in my opin-
ion, a fallacy: Raoul Victor simply abstracts from the 
human labor  contained in  the  entire  product  and 
production chain when he claims:  “The  measure  of  
human needs, on the one hand, and of the actual possibil-
ities of production, on the other, in physical terms (e.g.,  
the quantity of gallons of milk per child, on the one hand,  
and the number of dairy cows on the other), are far more  
simple to make than any assessments based on average so-
cial labor time.” (Victor 2016) Who is going to look af-
ter the cows,  which milking method is less costly, 
how is  to  be  decided about  different  transport  or 
packaging methods?

When you write: “Of course, planned production in the  
Commune requires a rough idea of how much work some-
thing requires” (Weltcommune 2018, 4), you are obvi-
ously  aware that  neither  milk  production nor  any 
other production can be rationally planned solely by 
means  of  the  simple  rule  of  three  imagined  by 
Raoul.  Two  lines  further  on,  however,  you  write: 
“The  coupling  of  individual  consumption  to  hours  

3) Raoul Victor, The Economy in the Transition to a Communist 
Society. In: Internationalist Perspective, No.61, 
Spring 2016.

worked assumes, however, the possibility of exactly quan-
tifying how much labor time is invested in each individ-
ual product.” (Ibid.) How do you arrive at the transi-
tion  from rough  to  exact  here?  Aren’t  production 
and consumption two sides of the same coin? Why 
shouldn’t the rough scale on the consumption side 
be equally adequate? But this would refute the im-
possibility you claim.

In your further argumentation you then, in contra-
diction to your statement regarding “planned produc-
tion in the Commune”, drop even the wrong distinc-
tion – a rough calculation is possible, an exact one 
impossible – and suddenly claim:  “The more general  
prerequisites such as means of transport are included in a  
product, the more difficult the undertaking becomes. At  
the latest with the inclusion of the increasing scientifica-
tion of production it seems to become simply hopeless.” 
(Ibid., 4f) The objection that the labor time could not 
be allocated to the millions of products and services, 
or if so, then only at an insane expense, is refuted by 
capitalist  cost  unit  accounting.  The  calculation  of 
product-related production costs as the sum of di-
rect and indirect material and manufacturing costs 
is common practice in capitalism, using methods of 
overhead cost allocation as well as the recording and 
allocation of proportional amortization. Why should 
similar procedures not be equally applicable to labor 
time accounting?

In the event  that the application of labor time ac-
counting is not impossible after all, you have further 
arguments why it is not suitable for a communist so-
ciety:  “Even if ‘labor time accounts’ are not the same as  
the wage system, coercion would still be there in the back-
ground.” (ibid., 5)

One can object: the contradiction between need and 
necessary labor is not created by labor certificates, 
but by nature itself. The realm of freedom only be-
gins where the necessity of labor ends. By systemati-
cally  revealing  the  connection  between  need  and 
necessary labor, society does not create an opposi-
tion.  On  the  contrary:  a  society  whose  members 
want to determine labor and consumption by them-
selves according to their needs, cannot abstain from 
disclosing  to  them  the  connection  between  effort 
and result on the basis of labor time accounting, and 
their personal share of labor and consumption. The 
“Association of Free People”  would not live up to 
its name if it ignored the material basis that enables 
it to direct and administer production and distribu-
tion itself.  Distribution without an economic mea-
sure does not mean “taking according to need” but al-
location by a superior authority.

http://internationalist-perspective.org/blog/
http://internationalist-perspective.org/blog/


An internationalist Articles Selection & Review 23 

“The social character inherited from bourgeois society, which  
is assumed here, would also be prone to all kinds of cheating  
in the calculation of working hours, which would result in  
the necessity of social control.” (ibid.)

Well. That may be so, the calculation of labor time is 
a form of control depending on how it is handled: 
step by step from self-control to social control. But 
in view of the “inherited social character”, would it 
be realistic  to  grant  access to the  produced goods 
without requiring any effort? I think it depends on 
the content of the control. It would be, as Friedrich 
Engels once wrote at this point,  “absurd to speak of  
the principle of authority as an absolutely bad principle  
and of the principle of autonomy as an absolutely good  
principle.” (MEW 18, p. 307)

“The model, in addition, presupposes a sharp distinction be-
tween work and non-work, which not only seems unattrac-
tive, but would in turn require administrative regulation of  
what is blindly effected today.” (World Commune 2018, 5) 

Yes, society will have to agree on a division between 
“private work” – I carry down my garbage, cook for 
my friends, organize a street festival with the neigh-
borhood, etc. – and social division of labor – where 
millions of people who don’t know each other per-
sonally form a  production community  based on a 
division of labor. For this, the labor that is to be sup-
plied  to  the  various  branches  of  production  must 
first be registered as “social labor”. Even in a com-
munist society it will hardly be possible to do with-
out administrative regulations in order to organize 
social production according to plan.

The initial question, which must be answered con-
vincingly with regard to the “world commune”, is 
as already mentioned above: How can the members 
of society, on the basis of socialized means of pro-
duction,  independently  manage  and  administer 
their  collective division of labor  without a superior 
authority, according to the motto  “To each according  
to his needs, from each according to his abilities”?

By rejecting in your answer labor time calculation as 
the economic foundation of the independent man-
agement of production processes, you are depriving 
your “world commune” of its material ground and 
refer the latter to an idealistic utopia instead.

“the necessary change in consciousness towards the ‘asso-
ciation of free people’ and the ‘social individual’” (Welt-
commune 2018, 11) is – in your imagination – not 
supposed to develop on the basis of a functioning 

communist production relationship, but, conversely, 
should make it possible in the first place. “From this  
change of consciousness, however, the success of the com-
munist revolution might ultimately depend”,  it contin-
ues. (Ibid.) You know yourselves that, on this “ba-
sis”, the council organization floats as well:

“That all decide on everything seems Utopian in the bad  
sense. Such limits would have to be dealt with consciously in  
order to prevent a political sphere populated by specialists  
from becoming independent again.” (Ibid. 19)

But how should this situation be “consciously dealt 
with”? If the councils themselves have no clear ideas 
how, i.e. on what economic basis, society can be or-
ganized, then the whole thing becomes an incalcula-
ble adventure.

“The transition to the Commune is therefore only conceiv-
able as a wild movement of occupations, … It would be deci-
sive to use the conquered immediately to expand the move-
ment,  without  which  everything  would  collapse  again.  
Goods would simply have to be distributed…” (Ibid., 23)

But, of course, it  is  not as simple, as you yourself 
know:

“The challenge, however, which can hardly be overestimated,  
is  to go beyond confiscation and distribution of goods to  
restart production on a new basis.” (Ibid., 24)

“Between the actual state and the possible Commune, a huge  
abyss opens up and the jump over this abyss outlined here  
undeniably has certain adventurous features.” (ibid.)

“It is not difficult to show the falsity of the two extreme posi-
tions … the more difficult it is to work out an alternative  
concept that does not appear to be crazy and unworldly.”  
(Ibid., 25)

In  order  to  avoid  this  unworldliness,  which  you 
yourselves fear, it seems to me – and on this again 
we agree – that “an understanding about the basic fea-
tures of a classless society is always sensible.” (Ibid., 1) 
… “The more the wage earners agree internationally on  
this,  the  clearer  the  completely  different  becomes  before  
their  eyes,  the  better  the  chances  that  a  revolutionary  
movement will come about after all.” (Ibid., 25)

Hermann Lueer

Source:  Kritik  von  Hermann  Lueer  an  den  Thesen  zur 
Weltcommune (Kosmoprolet, January 20, 2019)

Translation and proofreading of this summary: H.C., 
April 5, 2020.
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Labor Time Accounting and Economic Rationality in a Post-Capitalist Society 
(R. Victor, November 4, 2019)

The questions dealt with by Lueer in his criticism of 
the theses on the world commune,  which concern 
the necessity, even the possibility, of a labor time ac-
counting and the “rationality of the economy” in a 
post-capitalist  society,  deserve  –  in  my  opinion  – 
great interest. But before I turn to these questions, I 
would first  like  to  briefly discuss  his  idea of  eco-
nomic planning.

About economic planning
Lueer repeatedly refers in his text  to  “social” and 
“communal  planning” or  to “production planning 
based on the division of labor”, so that it seems as if 
he sees in this planning the main characteristic of a 
non-market society.

In fact, the most statist currents of Marxism, espe-
cially during the 20th Century, saw economic plan-
ning as the strongest antidote to the capitalist mar-
ket economy: capitalism meant anarchy and devas-
tating crises, whereas planning meant the conscious 
control  of  social  production  for  the  benefit  of  all. 
The five-year plans of the Soviet Union and China 
were corresponding “real socialist” models of very 
vertical planning, which was also totalitarian in the 
sense that it claimed to encompass all aspects and 
moments of social production.

Perhaps I misunderstand Lueer, which may also be 
due to the translation (1);  in any case,  some of his 
formulations leave the impression that some aspects 
of his ideas of economic planning are fed from those 
sources. One example:

“Here the individual labor of the members of society is no  
longer private labor, which only seeks its social mediation  
through exchange, but is already an immediate component of  
the overall social labor, since as individual labor it is already  
performed within the framework of collective planning.” 

“They can, for example, leave it at the provision of informa-
tion on working hours and rely on the rational use of this in-
formation. They can also take an individual under-coverage  
of labor participation in relation to consumption as a reason  
for criticism or restrict access to means of consumption in  
relation to the individual contribution to social labor.”(here 

1) Hermann Lueer’s critique was translated into English for 
Raoul Victor by the ‘Friends of the classless society” . 
The present translation is of our own making.

you don’t really know whom Lueer means by “they”, 
R.V.)

In a post-capitalist society, however, it should be less 
about  “joint  planning”  and more about  programs 
for social production, which must be neither vertical 
nor totalitarian, which does not mean that no deci-
sions  can  be  taken  at  the  global  level.  The  new 
means of communication and information process-
ing systems open up excellent opportunities in this 
field, particularly in terms of involving all those who 
wish to participate in the continuous preparation of 
the various programs, but also in terms of taking ac-
count of and promoting individual and local initia-
tives, limited to specific areas.

More on this later; in any case, it is astonishing how 
Lueer makes almost no reference to modern means 
of production, so that his text leaves the impression 
that it could have been written a century and a half 
ago.

The measure of “work” 
in post-capitalist society

But  back to his  criticism of  the  ‘Outlines  of  the 
World Commune’. Luuer writes:

“With reference to the contribution by Raoul Victor,  ‘The 
Economy in the Transition to a Communist So-
ciety’ (Victor 2016) (2), you rather assert subsequently that  
the calculation of labor time proves to be “impossible at the  
level of a high-tech social production based on the division of  
labor. If that were the case, then the economy would have to  
sink into chaos both in capitalism and in communism. With-
out the exchange value (…) and without labor time as a di-
rect and conscious measure of a joint production planning,  
neither in capitalism nor in communism it would be possible  
to rationally decide which of the multitude of possible substi-
tutes  and production methods would be  advantageous in  
view of the required effort. With its exchange value-based la-
bor time accounting, capitalism for itself proves the opposite  
of the alleged impossibility every day. If, with the abolition of  
monetary accounting, the labor time accounting at the level  

2) Raoul Victor, The Economy in the Transition to a 
Communist Society (Critique of the theses of the 
GIK and “labor coupons”), October 12, 2011 in: Interna-
tionalist Perspective , No. 61, Spring 2016, also available 
in pdf at: https://raoulv.pagesperso-
orange.fr/111012_Rep_to_Kees_on_GIK.pdf .

https://raoulv.pagesperso-orange.fr/111012_Rep_to_Kees_on_GIK.pdf
https://raoulv.pagesperso-orange.fr/111012_Rep_to_Kees_on_GIK.pdf
https://internationalistperspective.org/article/the-economy-in-the-transition-to-a-communist-society/
https://internationalistperspective.org/article/the-economy-in-the-transition-to-a-communist-society/
https://internationalistperspective.org/article/the-economy-in-the-transition-to-a-communist-society/
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of high-tech socialist production based on the division of la-
bor were impossible, then Ludwig von Mises would be right:  
socialism would then be the abolition of the rationality of the  
economy.” 

In  fact,  however,  ‘Outlines  of  the  World  Com-
mune’ does not claim at all that there is no measure 
of labor time in post-capitalist society. Lueer himself 
even quotes the passage: “Of course, planned pro-
duction in the Commune requires a rough idea of 
how  much  expenditure  of  labor  something  re-
quires”. But the question is what you measure and 
how you do it.

Lueer repeatedly claims that this must be done, as in 
capitalism, on the basis of the yardstick of “abstract 
labor”, and further that abstract labor is not a spe-
cific  feature  of  capitalism  at  all,  but  an  objective 
measure that can and should be used in the post-
capitalist world commune:

“It is a misunderstanding to equate abstract labor, and time  
as its measure, with value production. In a production rela-
tionship determined by private property and commodity ex-
change, abstract labor is indeed the substance of value, but  
abstract labor does not constitute the production relation-
ship. Similarly to the machine wreckers who, faced with the  
consequences of  the  capitalist  application of  the  machine,  
wanted to destroy the machines, it is therefore a mistake to  
reject  the  abstraction  from concrete  work  steps  and  their  
summary in time  as a means of production planning.”

Apparently Lueer does not wholly understand the 
Marxist concept of abstract labor. Contrary to what 
he asserts at various points in his text, the concept of 
abstract labor is intimately linked to the production 
of exchange value. It can only be used meaningfully 
if one wants to explain how value arises within the 
capitalist relations of production. Marx defines the 
“difference between labor, in so far as it results in use val-
ues, from labor in so far as it results in exchange values.  
In order to measure the exchange values of the commodi-
ties  by  the  labor  time  they  contain,  the  various  labors  
themselves  must  have  been  reduced  to  indiscriminate,  
uniform, simple  labor,  in short  to  labor  that  is  qualita-
tively the same and therefore differs only quantitatively”. 
(MEW 13, p. 18) Labor that sets exchange value “is  
therefore abstractly general labor.” (MEW 13, p17)

Isaak Rubin, the Russian economist executed under 
Stalin  in  1937,  wrote  in  his  ‘Studies  on  Marx’s 
theory of value’, published in 1928 (3): “In order to  
adequately grasp Marx's theory of abstract labor, we must  
not at any moment forget that Marx established an insep-

3) Isaak Rubin, Studien zur Marxschen Werttheorie  
(Frankfurt a. M. 1973)

arable connection between the category of abstract labor  
and the concept of value.” (p. 96) Rubin conceives ab-
stract labor as “a specific feature of commodity produc-
tion.” (p. 100):  “Abstract labor  and value are of  social  
and  not  of  technical-material  or  physiological  nature.  
Value is a social characteristic (or a social form) of a labor  
product,  just  as  abstract  labor represents a ‘social  sub-
stance’ underlying this value.” (p. 118)

According to Marx, in order to be able to compare 
the  amount  of  labor  contained in  one commodity 
with that contained in another  one, both must,  as 
Rubin paraphrases, be “reduced” to a common mea-
sure and be stripped of all their “technical-material 
and physiological aspects”. (p. 123) If, for example, 
one commodity is the result of “complicated” labor, 
that is, it requires special skills and more advanced 
training to produce it, and another commodity is the 
result  of “simple” labor, that does not require any 
special knowledge, both can be compared quantita-
tively only by reducing the first to the expression of 
simple  labor.  It  is  this  reduction  of  the  different 
types of labor contained in the commodities to “sim-
ple labor (...), which is qualitatively the same and there-
fore differs only quantitatively”  (MEW 13, p. 18); thus 
to abstract labor,  which only allows their compari-
son and exchange.

Marx  never  really  explained  how  this  reduction 
takes place. In the already quoted work ‘Zur Kritik 
der  Politischen  Ökonomie’ he writes:  “The laws  
regulating this reduction do not yet belong here. But that  
the reduction is taking place is clear: for as an exchange  
value, the product of the most complicated work is equiva-
lent in a certain proportion to the product of simple aver-
age work, that is, equated with a certain quantity of this  
simple work.” (MEW 13, p. 19)

Maximilien Rubel, who dealt with this question in 
detail,  simply  remarked:  “Marx  did  not  keep  his  
word”.  He never  “formulated  the  laws that  determine  
this reduction”, even if he does refer to it in several 
places in Capital. (4)  According to Rubel, this could 
be due to the fact that Marx did not write the book 
on wage labor that he announced in the preface to 
the  Critique  of  Political  Economy.  In  reality, 
however, it is practically impossible to calculate how 
many days of work of a road sweeper (simple work) 
correspond to the working day of an engineer (com-
plicated work) – not to mention the impossibility of 
such a calculation on a world scale. Marx remarks: 
“that the reduction is taking place is clear.” (MEW 13, p. 
19).  But the result of this reduction cannot appear 

4) in: Karl Marx - Œuvres - Économie, Paris 1963, p. 1604; 
1636.
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elsewhere  than on the  market,  in  the  form of  ex-
change value and price. It is in the nature of things 
that in a society that knows neither commodity val-
ues  nor  prices,  this  mechanism of  reduction  does 
not exist.

Lueer claims that measuring abstract labor is possi-
ble and can serve post-capitalist society as a support 
for planning production as well as distribution. But 
the only argument he puts forward for proving this 
possibility is: “With its exchange value-based labor time  
accounting, capitalism proves the opposite of the claimed  
impossibility for itself every day.” However, this refer-
ence to exchange value is nothing more than a refer-
ence  to  the  market  mechanism.  The capitalists  do 
not measure “abstract labor”, but the market value, 
the price that the labor force costs them – a force 
that is no longer for sale under communism.

Two kinds of economic rationality
But Luuer now calls the Austrian economist Ludwig 
von Mises, one of the main apologists of capitalism 
and liberalism in the first half of the 20th Century, as 
a witness. He saw socialism as doomed to failure, 
since by the abolition of the market and its mecha-
nisms, in particular the “price system”, it would [de-
prive  itself  of]  the  information  and  the  means  of 
“economic  accounting”,  indispensable  for  “rational” 
economic management.

Before we come to the question of what an economic 
accounting or the economic rationality in a post-cap-
italist society could be, we should consider how von 
Mises understands this rationality.

In  the  system  that  he  passionately  advocates,  the 
goal of production is the profitability of capital, the 
achievement of profit that allows the continuation of 
the  accumulation of  capital.  Economically  rational 
is, what makes profit possible, a sufficient return in 
a given time, as short as possible. For this reason, a 
short-term  perspective  is  “more  rational”  than  a 
long-term one. Prices provide the decisive informa-
tion for  this,  especially  with regard to production 
costs, which include the costs of labor force. Only in 
this way can even obvious abstruseness be consid-
ered economically “rational”, whether it is the fact 
that vast quantities of commodities are transported 
from East Asia on thousands of highly environmen-
tally  harmful  container  ships,  because  labor  costs 
are so low there, or the massive burning of coal and 
oil, which threatens the survival of the planet, but 
continues to take place simply because it is cheaper, 
“more rational”, or whether it is the destruction of 
entire stocks of commodities whose prices threaten 

to collapse, or be it the unemployment of millions of 
people for whom capital has no “rational” use, and 
so on.

The “economic” rationality of a truly communist so-
ciety  will  hardly  have  anything  in  common  with 
that of capitalism, especially with regard to “labor”, 
whose  character  will  have  changed radically.  In  a 
communist  society, the concept of  “labor” as such 
would no longer be adequate to encompass the part 
of human activity devoted to the production of so-
cial subsistence resources; it would be less and less 
clearly distinguishable from other activities. (5) In a 
society that lives according to the principle  “From 
each according to his abilities,  to each accord-
ing to his needs”, “labor” ceases to be an alienated, 
separated activity, but will become, as “self-activity”, 
as “free activity” (MEW Supplementary Volume 1, p. 
517)  “the first need of life” (MEW 19, p. 21). One no 
longer loses his life by gaining it.

Where capitalist rationality aims only at increasing 
labor productivity, a communist rationality will give 
priority  to  self-development  in  all  tasks  and their 
pleasant  character,  which  may  also  mean  taking 
more time for them. Will it be necessary to distin-
guish between “simple” and “complicated” in such 
a free activity,  in  order to reduce one back to the 
other and thus arrive at a kind of “abstract free ac-
tivity”?

Human activity can indeed be measured in “use val-
ues”, the number of hours required or of people re-
spectively who have the ability and the need to per-
form a particular task. What matters, however, is the 
concrete “labor”, the material and technical side of 
this activity. When building a bridge, for example, 
just like the required number of machines and ro-
bots or the building materials and energy measured 
in  tons,  cubic  meters  and  kilowatt  hours,  the 
amount of human effort required can also be deter-
mined: how many hours people who are able and 
willing to do this have to program robots or work as 
crane operators, for example.

※ ※ ※

Beyond  the  topic  of  labor  time  accounting,  Lueer 
raises  another  important  point:  How can we  in  a 
communist society “rationally decide which of the mul-
titude  of  possible  substitutes  and  production  methods  
would be advantageous in view of the required effort?”  

5) For a discussion on the different meanings of the word 
“work” and what it could become in a “communist” soci-
ety one can read: Contribution to the discussion on 
"work". (June 2, 2015, pdf)

https://raoulv.pagesperso-orange.fr/150602_Contribution_discussion_on_work.pdf
https://raoulv.pagesperso-orange.fr/150602_Contribution_discussion_on_work.pdf
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Even though Lueer here has an eye on the various 
possibilities of work and means of production that 
have to be expended, the question is of more general 
importance.

When people free themselves from the constraints of 
capitalist profitability, a vast field of possibilities will 
open up before them in all areas, both in terms of 
deciding what goods to produce and in the choice of 
“production  methods”.  What  seems unimaginable 
under capitalism will be quite commonplace, if only 
because the “labor” of the past has given way to a 
fulfilling activity.

William  Morris,  for  whom  all  other  changes  de-
pended on such a change of work,  illustrates  this 
idea  in  his  Utopian  novel  News  from  Nowhere 
(1890):  In  a  communist  London,  the  narrator  is 
given, free of charge, “an elaborately carved pipe made  
of  hardwood,  set  in  gold  and  set  with  small  precious  
stones”. Lenin had a very similar opinion that toilets 
would be made of gold in communism.

These examples date from the late 19th and the early 
20th Century. The world population at that time was 
1.7 billion people, not 7.6 billion as it is today, and 
issues of ecology and depletion of natural resources 
were not yet of great importance. At that time, it was 
important to show that a communist society would 
not attach the same value to things that were consid-
ered precious in capitalism. However, these exam-
ples could give the impression that in communism, 
there  will  be  production  without  concern  for  any 
material  constraints  and limitations,  like  those  ac-
companying the production of jewelry or gold.

This  is  by no means the case.  If  the rationality of 
capitalist production is nothing more than a dicta-
torship of money at the expense of all other aspects, 
the rationality of production in communism will in-
clude  all  the  human  and  material  aspects  which 
make possible  the  well-being and development  of 
every inhabitant of the planet. In deciding what and 

how to produce, therefore, a much greater number 
of criteria would have to be taken into account: how 
pleasant  the  productive  activity  is,  how scarce  or 
abundant the raw materials needed are, how harm-
ful or ecologically safe the methods of production 
and the product... and all this in both the short and 
long term.

Here, too, the new information and communication 
technologies  bring  such  decisive  reliefs  that  one 
might  wonder  whether  communism  would  have 
been materially possible without them. Not only be-
cause  they  allow the  automation  of  the  most  un-
pleasant  activities  and  sufficient  material  wealth, 
but also because, through the Internet, they provide 
each individual everywhere with all the information 
and criteria necessary for their productive activity.

Artificial intelligence, the exorbitant growth in the 
power of computers and big data, and the rapidly 
increasing access of the world population to the In-
ternet are currently revolutionizing the existing pro-
duction  order.  Capitalist  logic  can  turn them into 
tools of historically unprecedented totalitarian rule. 
But a communist logic could turn them into means 
to finally give social life its truly human dimension.

Questions such as those raised by Lueer about the 
various production methods that would be possible 
in a communist society can only be treated meaning-
fully if one has the tremendous upheavals that are 
currently taking place in mind. This would be the 
most interesting, and  at  once the most indispens-
able way of dealing with this topic.

Raoul Victor

Source: Arbeitszeitrechnung und ökonomische 
Rationalität in einer postkapitalistischen Gesellschaft 
(Kosmoprolet, November 4, 2019)

Translation and proofreading of this summary: H.C., 
April 7, 2020.

Utopian or Material Foundations of the Classless Society? 
H. Lueer’s Reply (November 30, 2019)

Raoul Victor confuses abstract work 
with value

Of course it is true, as Raoul Victor writes, that “the  
concept of abstract work is intimately linked to the pro-
duction of  the  exchange value” and in this sense the 

quotations by Marx and Rubin he quotes fit in. But 
the exchange value is by no means sufficiently deter-
mined by the concept of abstract work, or to put it 
another  way,  abstract  work  –  the  expenditure  of 
brain, muscle and nerve and their measure of time – 
is not the same as value. The value is determined by 

https://kosmoprolet.org/de/arbeitszeitrechnung-und-oekonomische-rationalitaet-einer-postkapitalistischen-gesellschaft
https://kosmoprolet.org/de/arbeitszeitrechnung-und-oekonomische-rationalitaet-einer-postkapitalistischen-gesellschaft
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a production relationship in which private owners 
compare their working time in exchange, whereby it 
is not their individual working time that is decisive, 
but the average social working time, which turns out 
to be behind their backs via competition on the mar-
ket. It is therefore a misunderstanding to equate ab-
stract work and time as its measure with the pro-
duction of value.

For example, when I renovate a house together with 
friends, we do a lot of different concrete work: Car-
pentry, electrical installation, plumbing, etc. In order 
to organize the work together according to plan, ab-
straction from concrete activities in the sense of gen-
eral  working  time  is  very  useful.  Otherwise,  it 
would simply be impossible to plan the time of sub-
sequent work steps. A comparison of working time 
in  relation to  alternative  working methods  is  also 
necessary  in  order  to  be  able  to  decide  which 
method is less costly. When we renovated the house, 
did we now produce value in the Marxian sense? Of 
course not!  The abstraction of concrete works and 
the planning reference to abstract work and its mea-
sure  of  time do not  establish capitalist  ownership 
and exchange  relationships  and thus  no  capitalist 
production of value either : neither on the produc-
tion side nor on the consumption side.

Let’s imagine Robinson on a lonely island. He has 
the need for a second tree house. Only after he has 
thought about how many working hours he has to 
invest, he has created the basis for a rational deci-
sion. Either the effort is worth it or not. Now another 
nine shipwrecked people are stranded and agree on 
a  cooperation  in  which  they  want  to  share  their 
work and the results of their work. All according to 
the motto: Everyone according to his abilities, every-
one according to his needs. In order to prevent their 
division of labor production from ending in chaos, 
they,  like the lonely Robinson, have to estimate as 
much as possible the effort that their consumption 
desires require. Otherwise the division of labor will 
not work or they will produce things that they say 
afterwards, had we known the effort beforehand, we 
would not have done it. Since they have different in-
dividual needs, there may also be different assess-
ments as to whether the effort is worth it or not. The 
idea of working together to produce a second tree 
house for everyone is, for example, shared by seven 
members of the cooperation, three find the required 
40 hours of work too much for that and accordingly 
do  without  a  second house.  Since  the  production 
planning of seven tree houses is based on the will-
ingness of seven members to work, the production is 
carried  out  according  to  plan.  The  seven  who 

wanted a second tree house get one and the three 
who wanted to doze on the beach doze there.

Now 30 cruise ships strand, increasing the number 
of cooperation members to 100,000. The cooperation 
can be continued on the same basis.  What has in-
creased is the benefit of their division of labor and 
the complexity of their production context. Since it 
is  no  longer  possible  for  everyone  to  know  each 
other personally and the individual overview of the 
entire production process is lost, it is all  the more 
important  that  with the  help of the  working time 
calculation  for  all  members  of  the  cooperation, 
transparency is created with regard to the effort and 
yield of their  joint  production.  Those  who do not 
know the necessary production costs for a product 
cannot  make  a  rational  decision  about  their  con-
sumption  requirements.  Only  on  the  basis  of  the 
working time calculation, on which the ratio of labor 
input to income is open for all members of society, is 
production  planning  possible,  in  which  people 
themselves decide what they would like to have ac-
cording  to  their  individual  consideration  of  input 
and outcome. This means that everyone can decide 
for  himself  about  his  working hours and his  con-
sumption. The individual needs are weighed against 
their social expenditure and introduced into the so-
cial planning process via the desire to consume and 
the willingness to work. In terms of content, work-
ing time accounting is nothing more than a reconcil-
iation of  the  anticipated division of  labor  in  joint 
planning. The distribution issue is thus resolved in 
production planning via the working time calcula-
tion. Planning the social reproduction context ulti-
mately means nothing other than combining the so-
cial working time required to satisfy needs with the 
sum of the individual work available. 

It is therefore a mistake to reject the abstraction of 
concrete work steps and their time-related summary 
as  a  means  of  production and consumption plan-
ning. Similar to the machine strikers who wanted to 
destroy the machines in view of the consequences of 
the capitalist  application of the  machine,  the false 
equation of value and abstract labor leads to the re-
jection of the abstraction of concrete activity belong-
ing to every production planning and its temporal 
registration as capitalist devil's stuff.

Raoul Victor claims the impossibility of 
time accounting

Raoul Victor no longer disputes the fact that, with 
the aid of the methods developed within the frame-
work of modern cost unit accounting (overhead sur-
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charges,  depreciation,  etc.),  the  working  times  in-
cluded in the products can be calculated in the chain 
from the raw material  to the end product.  (In the 
text on the “Weltcommune” this was doubted by the 
example of the production of a bread roll.) Never-
theless, Raoul Victor has an argument for claiming 
the impossibility of work time accounting. He refers 
to  the  difference  between simple  and complicated 
labor, which in capitalist value production is calcu-
lated by the value of the commodity labor power. 
Since in communism the labor force is no longer for 
sale, the reduction from more complicated to simple 
labor can no longer be carried out, making it impos-
sible to carry out the working time calculation. An 
argument that  Ludwig von Mises  also cites in  his 
critique of the feasibility of a socialist economy. Von 
Mises argues against  the working time calculation 
that it is unsuitable as an economic calculation be-
cause it does not make it possible to evaluate work 
of different quality. One cannot give “the worker who  
has done one hour of the simplest work the right to con-
sume the  product  of  one hour of  more  highly  qualified  
work”. (1)

But this is exactly what a “Weltcommune” can and 
must do. “Why should a secretary get paid only 30 min-
utes for each hour that she works, whilst professionals in  
the next office get paid 2 hours for each hour they put in?  
The secretaries and cleaners would soon be saying: ‘Now  
hold on there. What kind of socialism is it that makes one  
of you worth four of us?’” (2) In a cooperative produc-
tion relationship, a one-armed producer receives the 
same share in the social product for his work as the 
two-armed  producer.  While  this  would  be  uneco-
nomical according to capitalist valuation systems, it 
is  economical  on the  basis  of  communist  working 
time calculations. Since a “Weltcommune” does not 
distinguish  between  lower-  and  higher-quality 
workers, there is also no incorrect allocation of the 
means of production. Social wealth is not produced 
and  consumed  in  competition  against  each  other, 
but instead in cooperation with each other.

With the socialization of the means of production, in 
contrast to the capitalist production of value, the re-
production of the labor force becomes a social func-
tion. It is no longer imposed on individual individu-
als, but carried by society. Education is therefore no 

1) Ludwig von Mises, Die Gemeinwirtschaft. Untersu-
chungen über den Sozialismus, Jena Verlag von Gustav 
Fischer 1922, p. 147.

2) W. P Cockshott, A. Contrell, Towards a New Socialism. 
Spokesman, 1993, p. 38. Accessed at  
http://ricardo.ecn.wfu.edu/~cottrell/socialism_book
/new_socialism.pdf.

longer tied to the parents’ wallet, but solely depends 
on the child’s disposition and physical condition. In 
the “Weltcommune”, the general education system 
is provided by the society from the kindergarten to 
the primary school to the university. Similar to the 
fact that expenditure on basic research is not allo-
cated to the individual goods as expenditure, expen-
diture on general education is  also organized as a 
social service to be borne by all. In a communist so-
ciety, therefore, it  makes no economic sense to as-
sign more value to the product of highly qualified 
work than to the product of work requiring fewer 
qualifications. Since the separation between workers 
and the means of production will be abolished and 
labor power would no longer be a commodity, the 
costs to reproduce labor power (train new workers) 
are no longer a concern. The social product serves 
all members of society equally to satisfy their needs. 
Therefore, when calculating production time, the ac-
tual number of working hours can be used, and each 
worker  is  credited  a  share  in  the  social  product 
equal to the actual number of hours worked less the 
hours set aside for the common purposes.

Raoul Victor confuses the “rationality of the 
economy” with the purpose of the economy

When Ludwig von Mises speaks of “Socialism is the  
abolition of the rationality of the economy”, (3) he does 
not speak, contrary to Raoul Victor’s understanding, 
of  a  rationality  in  the  sense  of  usefulness  for  the 
population.  Raoul Victor’s objection that  there are 
“two kinds of economic rationality”, a capitalist and a 
communist  one,  therefore  misses  Mises’  argument 
as well as the content of the controversy about the 
necessity of working time accounting. It is about the 
fundamental  rationality  of  the  cost-benefit  ratio. 
Mises argues in this sense: “Without this support, the  
human mind cannot find its way through the confusing  
abundance of  intermediate products and production op-
tions. We would be clueless as we try to address questions  
of how and where. It is a delusion to think that a socialist  
economy  could  replace  monetary  calculations  with  ex-
changes-in-kind.” (4) As an example, he cites a railway 
construction in which several routes are conceivable. 
“For the construction of a railroad from A to B, several  
routes are conceivable. Let us suppose that a mountain  
stands between A and B. The railroad can be made to run  
over the mountain, around the mountain, or, by way of a  
tunnel, through the mountain. In a capitalist society, it is  
a very easy matter to compute which line will prove the  

3) Ludwig von Mises, Ibid., p. 109.
4) Ludwig von Mises, Ibid., p. 105.

http://ricardo.ecn.wfu.edu/~cottrell/socialism_book/new_socialism.pdf
http://ricardo.ecn.wfu.edu/~cottrell/socialism_book/new_socialism.pdf
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most profitable.... A socialist society could not make such  
calculations. For it would have no possible way of reduc-
ing to a uniform standard of measurement all the hetero-
geneous  quantities  and  qualities  of  goods  and services  
that here come into consideration. In the face of the ordi-
nary,  everyday  problems  which  the  management  of  an  
economy presents,  a  socialist  society would stand help-
less, for it would have no way to make such calculations.  
[...]  The leadership of  a  socialist  society would thus be  
confronted by a problem that it could not possibly solve.  
It would not be able to decide which of the innumerable  
possible modes of procedure is the most rational. The so-
cialist economy would turn into utter chaos.” (5)

For the “Weltcommune”, in which there is no more 
money bill, and which rejects the systematic execu-
tion of the working time calculation as a relapse into 
the capitalist production of value, such calculations 
would indeed not be feasible. They could decide the 
question tunnel or road over the mountain only on 
the benefit of the thing. But the “Weltcommune” is 
not the land of milk and honey, where only the need 
and the benefit of  a thing decide about consump-
tion. Here, too, the realm of necessity applies in the 
sense that only what has been produced within the 
framework of the social division of labor can be con-
sumed. The members of the “Weltcommune” there-
fore need information on the social costs associated 
with certain goods and services in order to be able 
to  assess  for  themselves  whether  the  benefits  for 
them are in proportion to the required costs. By re-
jecting working time accounting as the economic ba-
sis for rational planning and organization of produc-
tion and consumption, Raoul Victor – just like his 
friends – deprives the “Weltcommune” of material 
ground and refers it instead to utopia's.

Finally, Raoul Victor changes the subject 
and digresses into utopia's

RV writes:  “Beyond the topic of working time account-
ing, Lueer also raises another important point: How can  
we in a communist society ‘rationally decide in relation  
to expenditure which of the multitude of possible substi-
tutes and production processes would be advantageous?’  
Even if  Lueer  has  in  mind the  different  possibilities  of  
work and means of production that have to be used, the  
question is of more general importance.” 

Although I had addressed the  “important point” ex-
actly the other way round, not beyond but in con-

5) Ludwig von Mises, Liberalismus , 1927, Kapitel II (4) Die 
Undurchführbar des Sozialismus.

nection  with  working  time  accounting,  for  Raoul 
Victor “the question is of more general importance”, i.e. 
beyond  the  question  of  working  time  accounting. 
And in this respect  he describes Utopian perspec-
tives, which I certainly share:

“If people free themselves from the constraints of capital-
ist profitability, a vast field of possibilities will open up  
before them in all areas, both in deciding which goods to  
produce  and  in  choosing  ‘production  methods’.  What  
seems unimaginable  in  capitalism will  be  everyday be-
cause the previous ‘work’ has given way to a fulfilling ac-
tivity. ... A much greater number of criteria would there-
fore have to be considered when deciding what and how to  
produce:  How pleasant  the  productive  activity  is,  how  
rare  or  abundant  the  required  raw  materials  are,  how  
harmful or ecologically harmless the production methods  
and the product are. ... with a communist logic (the new  
information  and  communication  technologies,  automa-
tion and artificial intelligence) could turn it into a means  
of finally giving social life its truly human dimension.” 

Just like the first “contours of a free community” in the 
‘Friends’ text, I don't want to contradict these per-
spectives and potentials at  all.  But as the ‘friends’ 
themselves have written:

“Little is said about the social forms in which this could  
be done. But everything depends on it: ...  It  is about a  
different social mediation, one in which the whole thing  
does  not  turn  against  the  individual,  but  is  their  con-
scious work.” 

“The  challenge,  however,  which  can  hardly  be  overesti-
mated, consists in restarting production on a new basis,  
beyond the confiscation and distribution of goods.” 

“... the elaboration of a counter-project that does not ap-
pear to be spinnert-unworldly” therefore requires an un-
derstanding of the fundamental principles of communist  
production and distribution. This is “not only meaning-
ful, but necessary, since hardly any ‘movement resolutely  
rebels  against  the  existing,  without  at  least  having  a  
vague idea of what could take its place’.”

Hermann Lueer, November 30, 2019

First published: Utopische oder materielle Grundlage 
der klassenlosen Gesellschaft? Eine Antwort an Raoul 
Victor (Arbeiterstimmen, January 11, 2020)

Translation by the author.

https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2020/01/11/utopische-oder-materielle-grundlage-der-klassenlosen-gesellschaft-eine-antwort-an-raoul-victor/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2020/01/11/utopische-oder-materielle-grundlage-der-klassenlosen-gesellschaft-eine-antwort-an-raoul-victor/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2020/01/11/utopische-oder-materielle-grundlage-der-klassenlosen-gesellschaft-eine-antwort-an-raoul-victor/


Documents of the historical Communist Left
Re-editions of Anton Pannekoek: ‘Marxism and Darwinism’ (1909, 1914)

In recent months  Moto Proprio has republished  the classic  “Marxismus und Darwinismus.  Ein Vortrag von Ant.  
Pannekoek” (Leipzig, 1909, 1914), and has subsequently issued a French translation from this source – to our knowledge 
the first one ever. The following is a concise summary by the editor of Pannekoek’s elaboration of the lectures he deliv-
ered at public meetings of the social democratic party in Germany, which he adhered to before the 1st world war. (1) 

1) Cf. Pannekoek, Herinneringen uit de arbeidersbeweging – In Duitsland (IISG/Van Gennep, Amsterdam, 1982).

Summary from the French Language Edition by Moto Proprio
In his brochure published in German in 1909 and 
again  in  1914,  Pannekoek  sought  to  exercise  the 
weapon of critique against the latest expression of 
bourgeois  materialism,  Darwinism,  which  was 
based on the work of Charles Darwin,  but  whose 
aim was to consolidate the existence of the capitalist 
social order, a Darwinism that preached the “selec-
tion of the best”, that is to say, of those most capa-
ble  of  preserving this  “order”  by violence  and of 
maintaining an iron heel on the  “lower  classes”, 
the  most  numerous,  whose  work  allowed  an  im-
mense accumulation of wealth for the sole benefit of 
the “most capable”. 

If Darwin’s merit was to have discovered “the mecha-
nism  of  animal  development”,  Marx’s  was  to  have 
demonstrated that  human development was not  a 
simple “mechanism”, but the product  of  a  history 
“in human society”,  where tools and language have 
multiplied the cognitive possibilities of the human 
species, and thus its capacity to transform the natu-
ral and living world.

Even though Darwin relied on Malthus to defend 
his theses, he never joined the theses of bourgeois 
Darwinists  that  the  struggle  in  bourgeois  society 
was the same as the one that triumphed in the ani-
mal world, a struggle in which  the strongest, the 
capitalists, were bound to triumph.

As Pannekoek notes, Darwin defended a rather hu-
manistic vision. He spoke out against the racist ide-
ology  propagated  by  Ernst  Haeckel,  Herbert 
Spencer and so many others, by talking about  “so-
called human races”, which in fact come from a “sin-
gle primitive strain”. He also noted that  “all civilized  
nations are descended from barbarian peoples”.

Nevertheless, Darwin remained very ambiguous on 
the level of bourgeois politics, something on which 
Pannekoek is silent, distinguishing in a way a “pro-
letarian Darwinism” close to Marxism, and a “bour-
geois  Darwinism”,  where  the  bourgeois  intelli-

gentsia  ends up triumphing,  according to  Darwin 
himself: 

“(…) the more intelligent members within the same commu-
nity will succeed better in the long run than the inferior, and  
leave a more numerous progeny [sic], and this is a form of  
natural selection. The more efficient causes of progress seem  
to consist of a good education during youth whilst the brain  
is impressible, and of a high standard of excellence, incul-
cated by the ablest and best men [sic], embodied in the laws,  
customs and traditions of the nation, and enforced by public  
opinion.”  (1)

Pannekoek recalls that Darwin, despite his Kantian 
profession of faith in ethics in 1871, played a major 
role in the formation of the bourgeois ideology of 
the struggle of the “fittest”,  the “smartest”,  of  the 
“gentlemen”, to establish their domination over the 
“inferior”, the “weakest” condemned to disappear. 
And this is the reason why the “progressive” bour-
geoisie has totally embraced the Darwinian theses.

Adhering nevertheless to this other Darwinian the-
sis, that of “social instincts”, where  sympathy and 
solidarity play  a  great  role,  Pannekoek  believes 
that cosmopolitan and collective feeling, the last 
avatar of these “social instincts”,  will  become uni-
versal, by revolutionizing society, of which the pro-
letariat is the only historical motor.

Nevertheless, his (Pannekoek’s) analysis of the capi-
talist system in history remains unclear, sometimes 
forgetting that natural history is also a history of na-
ture. Like the social democracy of his time, he seems 
to believe that the key to socialism lies in a perma-
nent  revolution  at  the  technological  level , 
where it is a question of “replacing the animal order 

1) Charles Darwin, The Descent of Man, and Selection in  
Relation to Sex , Second Edition, September 1874.  Ch. V. 
—  On the Development of the Intellectual and Moral Fac-
ulties during Primeval and Civilised Times. ( Concluding 
section of “Natural Selection as Affecting Civilised Nations”. 
(Source: The Gutenberg Project). 

http://www.gutenberg.org/
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by a human, rational  and moral order on a world 
scale”,  a  technocratic  order  without  which  there 
could  be  no  real  equality  between  European  and 
non-European  “races”,  an  unfortunate  term  that 
Pannekoek takes up.

Unlike Marx and Engels, who foresaw very early on 
the ecological catastrophe germinated by the capi-
talist system, Pannekoek seems to defend this social-
democratic,  subsequently Stalinist,  idea that man’s 
struggle  for  emancipation  is  ALSO  a  struggle 
AGAINST nature. A 1909 article demonstrates, how-
ever,  the  opposite,  since  Pannekoek  demonstrates 
that capitalism leads directly to the DESTRUCTION 
of nature. 

In his philosophical conception, Pannekoek remains 
a disciple of Dietzgen: the intellectual work carried 
out  by previous generations,  in  the elaboration of 
language and thought, is decisive for the future of 
humanity.

Pannekoek thus belittles the pretensions of “mod-
ern” capitalist man who claimed that apart from his 
“civilization” everything had previously been noth-
ing but  “barbarism”,  Pannekoek takes pleasure  in 

pointing out that:  “Our ability  to think (Denkvermö-
gen) today is not much better and higher than that of the  
Greeks and Romans and perhaps the Germanic peoples”.

One  point  is  not  addressed  in  Pannekoek’s 
brochure:  the  question  of  bourgeois  “democracy” 
behind which Social Darwinism hides, that was pro-
fessed at the highest level of the capitalist state and 
its  universities.  Pannekoek  had already  addressed 
the issue of this democracy of inequality in 1907, 
calling for the overthrow of the State, an idea that 
Lenin welcomed in 1917 in The State and the Rev-
olution. 

Ph. Bourrinet, November 13, 2019

Source: Anton Pannekoek: Marxisme et darwinisme, 2e 
édition 1914, Verlag der Leipziger Buchdruckerei Ak-
tiengesellschaft, Leipzig. Edition: Moto proprio, 
Paris, November 2019. Translated from German by Ph.  
Bourrinet.(ISBN: 9-791094-518168. 52 p., A4, €7,-) 

Translation and proofreading of this summary: F.C. & 
H.C., March 17, 2020.

Both the French and the German language edition are 
available at http://www.left-dis.nl/. Printed copies 
can be ordered by e-mail to: pol.krabek@protonmail.com.

English Translation of ‘Marxismus und 
Darwinismus’

English readers can freely consult the  new  translation  
from  German provided  by  Ed  Walker (2020),  which  is 
available online at the Antonie Pannekoek Archives. 
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Apropos “Social Contagion – Microbiological Class  
War in China” (Chuǎng)
Some necessary criticisms (Pantopolis, March 2020)

At the end of February, the  Chuǎng collective published an elaborate article on the Corona-virus pandemic in China, 
Social Contagion. Microbiological Class War in China, developing their reflections on its origins and societal significance 
along two axes: 1. “how capitalist production relates to the non-human world at a more fundamental level—how, in short,  
the “natural world,” including its microbiological substrata, cannot be understood without reference to how society orga-
nizes production”; “how capitalist accumulation produces such plagues” and 2. on the present state of Chinese society; on 
how the pandemic itself is “a contradictory instance of political crisis, making visible to people the unseen potentials and  
dependencies of the world around them, while also offering yet another excuse for the extension of systems of control  
even further into everyday life.”

As one of the first publications that invite its readers to delve deeper into the structural and societal questions posed by a 
rapidly expanding, overwhelming virus pandemic, it has found a widespread interest in certain political milieus, as is shown 
by the variety of languages in which it has been translated, from Spanish to Russian.

The following statement by the French blog Pantopolis  criticizes the group’s conception of the class character of Chi-
nese society and its main contradictions, for showing  a remarkable attachment to the state capitalist visions of Maoism. 
One that we can find in their “Conversations with Lao Xie” (A State Adequate to the Task in Chuǎng  issue no. 2, 2019) 
as well. 

Revolt to carve out an individual existence within Capitalism?
Our  criticisms  continue  those  already  made  by 
Fredo Corvo in October 2016 and published in an 
articles collection in Dutch that translates as “When 
in China a Butterfly Claps its Wings …” (1)

Chuaǎng’s text,  in spite of its remarkable positions, 
which apply Robert Wallace’s Marxist method of an-
alyzing pandemics under globalised capitalism, has 
political flaws that must be highlighted, if we do not 
want to fall into complacency.

In the first place, Chuaǎng, whose political trajectory 
we know nothing about, seems to nourish a certain 
nostalgia for Maoist China. So, one can read the fol-
lowing:

“... the socialist healthcare system began to be disman-
tled.  Infant  mortality  plummeted  and,  even  despite  the  
famine that  accompanied the  Great  leap Forward,  life  ex-
pectancy jumped from 45 to 68 years between 1950 and the  
early 1980s. Immunization and general sanitary practices  
became widespread, and basic information on nutrition and  
public health, as well as access to rudimentary medicines,  
were free and available to all. Meanwhile, the barefoot doctor  

1) The presentation of this articles collection from Chuaǎng can 
be read in English on the Controversies website. The full 
version of the editor’s postscript, formulating the lat-
ter’s critique from a council communist standpoint, can be 
retrieved from there as well (pdf, 15 pages A4).

system helped to distribute  fundamental,  albeit  limited,  
medical knowledge to a large portion of the popula-
tion,  helping  to build a robust,  bottom-up healthcare  
system in conditions of severe material poverty. It’s worth  
remembering that all of this took place at a time when China  
was  poorer,  per  capita,  than  your  average  Sub-Saharan  
African country today.”  (Chuaǎng,  Social  Contagion.  
Microbiological Class War in China)

That certain epidemics have been eradicated, as in 
other countries,  with advances in epidemiology, is 
certain. Nevertheless, the harmful effects of Maoism, 
allegedly “communist” from 1957 to 1979, must be 
strongly underlined. The failure of the Great Leap  
Forward led to a  great  famine that killed 20 mil-
lion  people.  The  policy  of  Liu  Shaoqi,  which  an-
nounced that of Deng Xiaoping in 1979, 1961 seems 
to  have  put  an  end to  the  famines.  On the  other 
hand, the  Cultural  Revolution, launched by Mao 
and his clique in 1965, put an end to the control of 
epidemics, which led to the resurgence of epidemics 
and even famine in several regions.

It should be noted that in this text, as in the previ-
ous ones, Chuaǎng never calls a spade a spade: the 
term  state  capitalism,  applied  to  Mao’s  China, 
seems to Chuaǎng a blasphemy. Chuaǎng persists and 
signs:  Mao’s  regime,  although  questionable,  was 
“socialist” with its “socialist health system” and its 

http://www.leftcommunism.org/IMG/pdf/1609_fc_-_when_in_china_a_butterfly_claps_its_wings_-_postscript.pdf
http://www.leftcommunism.org/spip.php?article454&lang=en
http://chuangcn.org/journal/two/an-adequate-state/
http://chuangcn.org/2020/02/social-contagion/
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“barefoot doctors” ... That the Chinese workers were 
exploited  under  Mao  and  Xi  Jinping,  and  con-
demned by  millions  to  the  camps,  under  Mao  as 
well as under Xi Jinping, is out of the question for 
Chuaǎng.

But  if  Chuaǎng’s  article  benefits  from  Robert  Wal-
lace’s invaluable analysis of the destruction of the 
world by Capital, this doesn’t make Chuaǎng Marxist 
. Chuaǎng, like neo-Stalinist  or leftist  groups (some 
Trotskyist  groups  and so  on)  still  do  today,  espe-
cially raises a hue and cry against billionaires, like 
Ma Yun (Jack Ma), CEO of Alibaba:

"Over the past three decades, China has transformed from  
an isolated state-planned economy into an integrated hub of  
capitalist production. Waves of new investment are reshap-
ing and deepening China’s contradictions, creating billion-
aires like Ma Yun while the millions below — those who  
farm, cook, clean, and assemble his electronic infrastructure  
— struggle to escape fates of endless grueling work. But as  
China’s wealthy feast ever more lavishly, the poor have be-
gun to batter down the gates to the banquet hall. 闯  is the  
sudden movement when the gate is broken and the possibili-
ties for a new world emerge beyond it.” (2)

For Chuaǎng, class struggle is a fantasy that is best 
replaced by a “struggle of the rich against the poor” and 
vice versa. Although speaking of the “valorization of  
capital” (a  term  it  borrows  from  Robert  Wallace), 
Chuaǎng seems to reduce the “revolt” or the “revo-
lution” (its  semantic  preference  is  probably:  re-
volt…) to a “struggle” to divide up the leftovers of 
the banquet of the rich, without thinking in the least 
of the construction of a new society without classes, 
without profits, without capital, without the law of 
value, at the world level. In short, the emergence of 
a true communism which is the antithesis of Mao’s 
communism.  A  communism  based  on workers' 
councils, not on a totalitarian state party.

In  a  very  strange  but  symptomatic  way,  Chuaǎng 
compares the measures taken by the Chinese capi-
talist state to “counter-insurrection” measures, which 
it  compares  to  colonialist  actions  against  the  “op-
pressed masses”,  as in the time of the Algerian war 
and in the territory of Israel/Palestine:

“These sorts of desperate, aggressive measures mirror those  
of extreme cases of counterinsurgency, most clearly recalling  
the actions of military-colonial occupation in places like Al-
geria, or, more recently, Palestine.” (ibidem)

2) From the presentation About Chuǎng.

The icing on the cake of this “radical” analysis is the 
reference to the mass strikes of the past, analyzed by 
Rosa  Luxemburg  and  Anton  Pannekoek.  For 
Chuaǎng, the mass strike is a kind of myth that is ex-
perienced first of all in the most total confinement, 
in full quarantine, a virtuality of “deep shock” on the 
subjective level of the elementary social atom:

“the subjective experience is somewhat like that of a  
mass strike — but one which, in its non-spontaneous, top-
down character and, especially in its involuntary hyper-at-
omization,  illustrates  the  basic  conundrums  of  our  own  
strangled political present as clearly as the true mass strikes  
of the previous century elucidated the contradictions of their  
era. The quarantine, then, is like a strike hollowed of  
its communal features but nonetheless capable of deliver-
ing a deep shock to both psyche and economy.” (ibidem)

Chuaǎng’s conclusion,  “worthy  of  reflection”,  accord-
ing to Chuaǎng, it is that the future “revolution” will 
be chaotic or will not be, a social epidemic and not 
a process of awareness and organized action of the 
proletarian masses:

“As the furnaces in all the foundries cool to softly crackling  
embers and then to snow-cold ash, the many minor despera-
tions cannot help but leak out of that quarantine to gently  
cascade together into a greater chaos that might one day, like  
this social contagion, prove difficult to contain.” (Ibidem)

One can only repeat, always and tirelessly, the ABC 
of revolutionary Marxism:

Without class consciousness of the proletariat, 
without  organization  in  class  parties  and  in 
workers’  councils  independent  of  the  bour-
geoisie  and  petty-bourgeoisie,  without  a  pre-
cise  program  of  the  new  society  that  will 
emerge from the revolution, there can only be 
CHAOS, in clear terms: the VOID.

Pantopolis, March 22, 2020.

Source: Quelques critiques nécessaires au texte de 
Chuang, Pantopolis, March 22, 2020.

Translation by F.C & H.C., March 24, 2020.
The translation has been reviewed by the author.

Editor’s note: According to Chuǎng, the reference 
analysis of China they defend is: “Sorghum and 
Steel: The Socialist Developmental Regime and the 
Forging of China” (Chuǎng #1, 2016). 

http://www.chuangcn.org/journal/one/sorghum-and-steel
http://www.chuangcn.org/journal/one/sorghum-and-steel
http://www.chuangcn.org/journal/one/sorghum-and-steel
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2020/03/quelques-critiques-necessaires-au-texte-de-chuang.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2020/03/quelques-critiques-necessaires-au-texte-de-chuang.html
http://chuangcn.org/about/


Controversy on ‘Fundamental Principles’ (G.I.C.)
‘Back to the Future’ or: How the GIC refuted its criticasters in advance

Shortly after the new editions of the GIC’s main work had been published, the German language blog Arbeiterstimmen has 
released an article that takes aim at a variety of criticisms and objections that circulate in the political milieus claiming  
adherence to proletarian internationalism. (1) The extract following the introduction concentrates on the section most di-
rectly related to the controversy between H. Lueer – R. Victor presented in this issue on pages 15 ff. The quotations from 
‘Fundamental Principles’ are taken from the English edition by H. Lueer, those from Victor’s comments are taken from 
our translation on page 24 ff.

1) GIK,“Grundprinzipien“: Back to the Future: 1935 und 1871 (or: “How the GIK disproved their critics in advance”), Arbeiterstimmen, March 
3/5, 2020.

Extracts from a Statement by ‘Arbeiterstimmen’ (March 2020)
Introduction

With the publication of the first translation in Ger-
man and English of the 1935 edition of the Funda-
mental  Principles  of  Communist  Production  
and Distribution, revised by the GIC, some of the 
objections  currently  raised  against  its  economic 
foundations of  a communist  society,  derived from 
Marx’s  critique  of  capitalism,  are  refuted. As  is 
shown here, some of these criticisms are a repetition 
of views already refuted by the GIC in 1935. While 
some of the critics have an excuse for their ignorance 
of the content of the 1935 edition, in other cases we 
find that ignorance of the first [German] edition of 
1930 which was available in several languages. (1) 

These  translations  of  the  basic  principles  of  1935 
mean that the youngest critics of the GIC – Robin 

1) Originally published by the Neuer Arbeiter-Verlag  
(AAUD) Berlin, 1930, this work was reprinted in 1970 by 
the Rüdiger Blankertz Verlag  (Institut für Praxis und 
Theorie des Rätekommunismus) Berlin-Wilmersdorf, 1970. 
See the topic The Economic Solution for the Period of 
Transition from Capitalism to Communism at the An-
tonie Pannekoek Archives, German language section.

(IGCL),  Bourrinet,  Victor  and whomever  –  should 
no  longer  answer  ‘Kees’,  ‘Corvo’,  ‘Lueer’,  who  all 
tried to warn against false criticism. False, because 
they did not know the GIC’s [final] text. (2) Hence-
forth, however, they have to reply to the text of the 
GIC itself. And this time not by selecting some text 
fragments,  quoting  them  out  of  their  context  to 
prove that their “impressions” of this work are cor-
rect. If they don’t want to make a complete fool of 
themselves in front of the readers of these new edi-
tions, they should first try to understand what the 
GIC  is  developing  in  the  ‘Fundamental  Princi-
ples’. One could see, for example, that the GIC did 
not need the opening of the Russian archives to un-
derstand how the dictatorship of the proletariat had 
turned into a dictatorship over the proletariat,  [but] 
simply based [itself] on the ‘official’  sources avail-
able at the time, including what Lenin and Trotsky 
declared.

2) For instance, on Bourrinet: Council communism or 
councilism? – The period of transition. (Libcom blog, 
February 23, 2017).

Back to the Future (I): 1935
Victor refutes like Kautsky

Among the critics of the GIC there are those who 
raise the same objections... as others did  a hundred 
years ago, like Karl Kautsky, who at the time was no 
longer taken seriously  among revolutionaries,  and 
Otto Neurath,  the ideologue of state capitalism. In 
its work the GIK has already replied to these objec-
tions.

Victor begins his reply to Lueer (1) by raising classic-
anarchist  suspicions with regards to his opponent, 
[like] he would be inspired by the five-year plans of 
the Soviet Union and China. Against the state-capi-
talist tendencies he falsely attributes to Lueer, Victor 
presents himself as a protagonist of “programs for so-
cial production, which must be neither vertical nor totali-
tarian,  which  does  not  mean that  no  decisions  can  be  

1) See R.Victor: ‘Labor Time Accounting and Economic Rational-
ity in a Post-Capitalist Society’, November 2019, on page 24.

http://libcom.org/blog/council-communism-or-councilism-period-transition-23022017
http://libcom.org/blog/council-communism-or-councilism-period-transition-23022017
http://www.aaap.be/Pages/Transition-de-Fundamental-Principles-1930.html
http://www.aaap.be/Pages/Transition-de-Fundamental-Principles-1930.html
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2020/03/03/gikgrundprinzipien-back-to-the-future-1935-und-1871/
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taken at the global level. The new means of communica-
tion and information processing systems open up excel-
lent  opportunities  in  this  field  (…).”  But  had  Victor 
known the position of the GIC as well as Lueer does, 
he would have known that in 1935 the GIC empha-
sized  that  it  rejected  centralism,  according  to  the 
conception that industry is centrally managed and 
controlled, but that its proposals are not to be appre-
ciated as federalism either:

“The  contrast  between  centralism  and  federalism  was  
abolished in a higher entity; the organism of production  
became an organic unity.” (2)

The difference between the GIC and Lueer on the 
one hand, and Victor on the other hand, is that the 
latter  assumes that,  due to a lack of technological 
development, the theses of the GIC at the time were 
not  feasible…  and  even  that  state  capitalism  was 
perhaps historically necessary. So who is defending 
what?

Victor’s misunderstandings are closely related to his 
false identification of abstract labor with (exchange) 
value, for which he cites various quotations, without 
going  into  David  Adam’s  refutation  of 
Dauvé/Barrot,  which  is  certainly  not  unknown  to 
Victor. Dauvé/Barrot, who has probably propagated 
this identification of abstract work with (exchange) 
value most prominently, has on the other hand  him-
self  himself  acknowledged  the  refutation  by 
Adam.

Both Lueer and Victor want to eliminate exchange 
value in the transitional society. Lueer – like the GIC 
– in the very beginnings of this period, by abolish-
ing the market. Victor is not so clear about this, he 
likes to push upheavals into the uncertain future of 
accomplished communism, … like once with  “real  
socialism”.

By contrast, the GIC was very clear:

"It is immediately noticeable, however, that it is precisely  
a demand of  the  communist  economy that  we  need ‘to  
know how much  labor  each  article  of  consumption  re-
quires for its production.’ (Engels, Anti-Dühring) It fol-
lows,  then,  that  transfer  of  goods  in  capitalism comes  
about  on  the  basis  of  the  social  work  contained  in  the  
products – and also in communism! Just as the transfer  
of goods in capitalism comes about on the basis of value,  

2) GIC, 1935 edition, Ch. 17: Final Considerations, f) Central-
ism – Federalism; p. 288/289.

so it also seems to be in communism.” (3) And further: 
“Instead of saying that the flow of goods through the ex-
change moves on the basis of  value,  we, therefore, say  
that the flow of goods is passed on the basis of produc-
tion time. Although the movement is externally the same  
as  in  capitalism,  the  form of  movement  has  been com-
pletely changed by the elimination of  the value-form of  
money and the content of the term through the transition  
to common ownership.” (4)

But  because  Victor  thinks  that  abstract  labor  is 
value, he believes he has found an additional argu-
ment:  “Lueer  claims  that  measuring  abstract  labor  is  
possible and can serve post-capitalist society as a support  
for  planning  production  as  well  as  distribution.”  The 
only argument Lueer would have advanced would 
be that under capitalism abstract work comes about 
via the market. But here exactly lies the heart of the 
matter.

Victor  had  an  illustrious  predecessor  when  he 
doubted whether measuring abstract labor is possi-
ble.  (He means  measuring concrete labor. The ab-
stract labor, or in the case of the GIC the socially av-
erage labor, is  calculated).  Karl  Kautsky already 
said in 1922:  “to calculate for each product the amount  
of work it has cost from its first beginnings until its com-
pletion, including transport and other ancillary works”;  
“(…) the estimation of the goods according to work con-
tained in them, (even) the most tremendous and perfect  
statistical apparatus cannot … achieve.” (quoted by the 
GIC) (5)

The  GIC  can  point  out  that  business  economics, 
through  cost  price  calculations,  from  a  capitalist 
point of view, is very well able to make such calcula-
tions, and that they are even carried out in vertical 
cartel enterprises. This in contrast to naive ideas that 
their subsidiaries would supply each other without 
internal prices and without charging. Poor Kautsky 
couldn’t  know  this,  but  an  economist  like  Victor 
could know this, and even more, as  Taylor’s “Scien-
tific Management” continuously calculates working 
hours. (By the way: Jan Appel knew this as a depart-
ment head in shipbuilding.) Of course, as an associ-
ation,  the  workers  themselves  would  make  these 
specifications  of  the  concrete  work times,  and the 

3) Ibid., Ch. 7: The communist production, b) The production 
time; p. 106/107.

4) Ibid., Ch. 7, p. 109. Also in the 1930 edition.
5) Ibid., Ch. 8: The socially average working hour as the basis 

of production!, a) Kautskyan problems; p. 126. Also in the 
1930 edition, Chapter IV, known to Victor.

http://internationalist-perspective.org/blog/2015/11/02/value-time-and-communism-re-reading-marx-gilles-dauve/
http://internationalist-perspective.org/blog/2015/11/02/value-time-and-communism-re-reading-marx-gilles-dauve/
http://www.aaap.be/Pages/Transition-en-David-Adam-2013.html
http://www.aaap.be/Pages/Transition-en-David-Adam-2013.html
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GIC has explained by examples in how far the asso-
ciation  is  interested  in  a  different  efficiency  than 
capitalist management. (6)

Reeves refutes like Neurath
Another “Back to the Future” is provided by Charles 
Reeve in Der wilde Sozialismus: Selbstorganisa-
tion  und  direkte  Demokratie  in  den  Kämpfen  
von 1789 bis heute.(7) Reeve believes Otto Neurath 
had proposed something better than the GIC. Refer-
ring to Neurath,  he  writes:  “In  contrast  to  the  con-
fused, chaotic and unregulated character of the capitalist  
economy, socialism presented itself as a planned system,  
and socialization would also requires a redesign of statis-
tics.  ‘Socialist  centralism,  which  now  develops  on  a  
democratic  basis,  will  remove  this  obscuration;  it  no  
longer knows secrets of production, but demands full sta-
tistical clarity.” (German edition, p. 141)

In  contrast,  it  is  interesting  to  read  Anton  Pan-
nekoek’s assessment in 1918:

“The Independents [USPD] also devise plans for moderate  
socialization – especially not too suddenly, no experiments!  
They draw up beautiful plans for the construction of a so-
cialist production in the field of big industry and big agri-
culture; but they forget the main thing: to secure the power  
of the proletariat, which must be behind it. They don’t think  
about it – in the Kautsky's theoretical writings there is no  
such thing – that socialism is not a question of nationalizing  
enterprises, but a question of the power of the proletariat.  
The consequence will be that either the bourgeoisie, who has  
climbed up to power again, will put an end to these plans, or  
it will carry them out in its own way – as state socialism. By 
the way, already now the Independents are walking arm in  
arm with Jaffe, the Bavarian professor of economics, who al-

6) Ibid., Ch. 14: The control of the operating life, II.b) Control 
under communism, p. 252 ff.)

7) “Wild Socialism: Self-organization and direct democracy 
in the struggles from 1789 to the present”. Originally 
published in French with Éditions L’échappée (Paris, 
2018); its German translation appeared in September 
2019 with Edition Nautilus , Hamburg. 

ready during the war drew up was plans for an extensive  
state socialism. (and who pushed  Otto  Neurath for-
ward  to  sell  this  to  the  workers  as  socialism; 
Cartwright:  Otto  Neurath:  Philosophy  Between  
Science and Politics, p.43.) On this state-socialist pro-
gram, both socialist parties will probably be able to unite  
with the radical bourgeois – unless the action of the prole-
tariat prevents these plans.” (8)

The  GIC  deals  with  Neurath  several  times  in  its 
writing, for instance: 

“In fact, economists take this view. It does not occur to them 
to “value” the work equally, i.e. to give everyone the same  
share of the social product. That is the meaning of Neurath’s  
“life  circumstances”.  (See  chapter  2d).  The  “nutrition  
physiologists” will determine a subsistence minimum that  
the “income” of the unskilled represents, while the others re-
ceive more according to the ratio of their diligence, their abil-
ities and the importance of their work". (9)

The criticasters of the GIC speak much of an abstract 
liberation of labor, but less of what can be learned 
from the struggles of 1917–1923 and the failed at-
tempts at state planning. Instead, they prefer to take 
their refuge in speculative considerations about the 
distant utopias of the future, where all problems im-
mediately to be solved are transferred to.

Fredo Corvo, March 5, 2020.

Source: GIK,“Grundprinzipien“: Back to the Future: 1935 
und 1871, Blog Arbeiterstimmen, Online: March 3, 2020.

Translation by H.C., April 11, 2020. The footnotes re-
fer to the new English edition of ‘Fundamental Princi-
ples’, Red & Black Books, Hamburg, February 2020.

8) Source: De Duitsche revolutie  / A[nton]. Pannekoek in: 
De Nieuwe Tijd, 23e year, 1918, p. 50  9-515.

9) GIC, 1935 edition, Ch. 7 : The communist production; e) Re-
production of labor power, p. 115. In the 1930 edition: 
Chapter III.

The next release of A Free Retr iever 's Digest  is envisaged in July 2020.
Please send your notifications and contributions ultimately on Sunday, June 21, 2020.
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Notes from the Front-lines of the Class War → Continued 
from page 40.

Oakland,  California:  Dockworkers are threaten-
ing to refuse work at a terminal that they say isn’t 
properly sanitizing equipment and facilities for em-
ployees.  “They’re trying to have us come in and clean  
the equipment. That’s not our job, that’s their job,”  De-
mands  include  sanitizing  equipment,  work  areas, 
terminal  bathrooms,  mechanic  shops,  tools,  ma-
chines, turnstiles and gates. [March 20]

Istanbul,  Turkey:  40  Galataport  construction  
workers went on strike in Istanbul due to lack of 
precautions regarding the COVID-19. [March 20]

Istanbul, Turkey: Upon the post office's decision 
to allow the permanent staff not to work on Satur-
day, while requiring subcontracted workers to con-
tinue working, subcontracted workers went on strike 
and won. [March 21]

Istanbul,  Turkey:  800  meter  reading  workers 
working for the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality 
went  on  strike  against  the  lack  of  precautions 
against the COVID-19. Management has the workers 
the day off the strike off. Enerji Sen (Energy Workers 
Union belonging to DISK) had earlier made a call for 
immediate precautions in the sector.

[Update]  Meter  readers  and  Enerji  –  Sen  (DISK) 
went to the Istanbul Water Directorate tied to Istan-
bul Metropolitan Municipality to discuss their  de-
mands regarding protection from the virus, yet no 
one  talked  to  them  be  cause  of...  the  virus.  The 
workers staged a protest in front of the building. En-
erji – Sen chairman called for the citizens to react to 
the  Istanbul  Metropolitan  Municipality,  and  say 
they don't want to see bills at their door [March 21]

Portland, Oregon, USA: the Industrial Workers  
of the World are conducting 3 industrial actions in 
the face of the pandemic.

12 employees laid off from “Crush”, a queer restau-
rant/ bar occupied the bar after being laid off. They 
were  demanding legally  required payment  for  ac-
crued  sick  days.  The  business  owner  met  all  de-
mands.  Evidently there is  no intersection between 
the employing and working class.

The  workers  at  the  nationally  famous  Voodoo  
Doughnut store chain have walked out demanding 
better  physical  security  at  work,  wage  increases. 
And with a growing concern of the COVID-19 virus, 
employees  are  now also  demanding  the  company 
provide an additional $2 an hour for hazard pay for 

their continued work with customers and the gen-
eral public. The IWW is also demanding “severance  
pay and access to all accrued Paid Time Off for all em-
ployees laid off due to the COVID-19 crisis, as well as for  
all employees who will be laid off due to the COVID-19  
crisis.”

The  IWW workers  at  the  Burgerville  restaurant 
chain are out on strike demanding $2 hazard pay, 2 
weeks severance for laid off workers, 2 weeks sick 
pay, and a cash out of all benefits (vacation and sick 
pay) upon COVID-19 lay off. [March 22]

Kathleen,  Georgia,  USA:  50  employees  walked 
out  of  the  Perdue  Chicken  processing  plant  for 
health and safety reasons around COVID-19. “We're  
not getting nothing – no type of compensation, no noth-
ing,  not  even no cleanliness,  no extra  pay-no nothing.  
We're  up  here  risking  our  life  for  chicken”,  said  em-
ployee Kendaliyn Granville. [March 23]

Alberta, Canada: A dozen Edmonton nurses have 
defied an order  by Alberta  Health  Services  to  re-
sume  testing  for  COVID-19  without  N95  masks. 
[March 24]

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA: Dozens of sani-
tation workers are refusing to work without health 
protections. [March 25]

The workers in a filter factory in Hatay, Southern 
Turkey Sent  on  strike  and  won  paid  leave  until 
April 30th. The number of workers or whether they 
belong to the union is unknown. [March 26]

Morgantown,  West  Virginia,  USA:  Sabraton  
Kroger  Pharmacy  workers today walked off the 
job due to an unsafe working environment. [March 
27]

40  Workers  at  Linden  Foods in  Dungannon, 
Northern Ireland have walked out over a “total ab-
sence of social distancing measures”. [March 27]

Memphis, Tennessee, USA: 400 Kroger Grocery  
warehouse  workers walked  out  because  of  lax 
health standards and long hours. The workers left 
their  jobs  after  a  co-worker  tested  positive  for 
COVID-19  and  management  refused  to  identify 
which shift had been exposed. [March 27]

Work “cannot go on like this”
The  workers  conducted  a  sit-down  strike  at  the 
Mercedes-Benz  assembly  line in  Vitoria-
Gasteiz, Spain being required to work despite the 
COVID-19 outbreak.  After  talks  with management 
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over factory conditions and precautions against the 
spread  of  COVID-19  broke  down,  employees 
stopped working and staged a sit-in at the end of the 
assembly  line,  refusing  to  allow  the  production 
process to continue.

The factory’s works council,  which represents em-
ployees,  alleged that  Mercedes management failed 
to comply with on-the-job safety requirements such 
as  ensuring  that  workers  have  masks,  adequate 
gloves, and other supplies.

From a Machinist in Wisconsin, Regarding 
Work Continuation

“If your manufacturing facility has allowed the office staff  
to go home and be safe then why not the workers? Do not  
wait for your boss or your elected officials to give a shit  
about your well-being, your life is literally on the line.”

Rank and File Mechanics Actions at 
American Airlines

It comes as no surprise when word of airlines mis-
treating their employees appear in the news. Any-
one from front line i.e. ticket agents, gate agents and 
ramp agents, pilots and flight attendants, even down 
to the very people who are given the greatest task of 
all in keeping the aircraft running safely – the me-
chanics.  Until  recently,  in  January  2020  when  the 
mechanics union TWU-IAM Association were able 
to come to a tentative $4.2 billion agreement. One 
that  took countless  fighting,  millions of dollars  in 
delayed and  canceled  flights  and  one  man’s  free-
dom.  Last  May 2019,  mechanics  at  American Air-
lines made a threat for what they called the “bloodi-
est,  ugliest  battle” in labor history.  It  would be an-
other seven months before the agreement would be 
reached and, in that time, mechanics had a plan of 
their  own.  American  Airlines  accused  the  unions 
representing  their  mechanics  of  purposeful  slow-
downs in maintenance repairs as a way of beating 
the airline into submission.

The subsequent cost of these actions were more than 
900 flight cancellations and countless delays in the 
course of only two months. In addition to working 
slowly, mechanics would write up issues that may 
otherwise be left unchecked until a major overhaul 
effectively grounding the aircraft until repairs could 
be made. This came at a time when the Boeing 737 
MAX jets were grounded and airlines were already 
scrambling to re-accommodate flights with their re-
maining  fleet.  In  American’s  court  filing  they 
claimed the unions had caused them  “enormous fi-

nancial  losses  and untold  harm in  lost  customer  good  
will”.

Pandemics, Profits And Proles
Much has been written in the course of the COVID-
19 crisis about the necessity of public health infra-
structure.  In  the  United  States,  the  pandemic  has 
amplified  social-democratic  calls  for  a  public 
healthcare system. Medical research and pharma-
ceutical development are often left out of these de-
mands.  The  present  situation  demonstrates  that 
state health insurance is not enough to protect hu-
man health. All aspects of medicine – education, re-
search, industry, infrastructure, and clinical practice 
– must be centralized under the proletariat’s control. 
The example of  Remdesivir, an antiviral drug de-
veloped by  Gilead  Sciences,  illustrates the issues 
inherent in medical development for profit. Gilead, 
the  thirteenth-largest  pharmaceutical  company  in 
the world, has been reluctant to participate in drug 
trials in China for fear of losing control of its intel-
lectual property. A Chinese research laboratory, for 
its  part,  has  applied  for  a  patent  on  the  use  of 
Remdesivir to treat COVID-19. As the number of in-
fections and deaths grows by the day, international 
capitalism  remains  concerned  with  its  property 
regime.

The search for  a  vaccine  further  demonstrates  the 
failing of bourgeois medicine. At present there are at 
least 20 separate companies working on vaccine de-
velopment. Each has its own profit motives, its own 
methods,  and  its  own  intellectual  property  con-
cerns.  The  countries  in  which  they  operate  have 
their own national interests to protect. Several aca-
demic  institutions  are  also  running  their  own 
searches. This epitomizes the anarchy of production. 
If ever there has been a time for the centralization of 
the medical industry, it is in response to the current 
pandemic.

The international proletariat should have exclusive 
and  unified  control  over  all  aspects  of  medicine. 
Medical discoveries are the common possession of 
all  of  humanity,  thus  there  must  be  a  common 
project to put them into practical use.

※ ※ ※

Source: The Communist Party, newspaper of the ‘Interna-
tional Communist Party’ (Florence), issue #19, April 
2020.

http://www.international-communist-party.org/


Notes from the Frontlines of the Class War
A round-up of the first proletarian reactions to the ‘Corona-virus’ emergencies 
(‘I.C.P.’ - Florence)

In search for an overview of workers’ reactions to the situations they are confronted with in the diverse ‘Corona-virus’  
emergencies, we found the following notes in a broad-sheet by the (Bordigist) ICP from Florence and its affiliates. With-
out claiming completeness, starting with Bulgaria and Italy, the report mainly relates strikes and walk-outs in the USA, 
Canada and Turkey in the month of March. Special attention is paid to rank-and-file actions at American Airlines and to 
the specifically capitalist conditions of competition hindering the search for an anti-viral drug. 

Sofia,  Bulgaria:  Nurses and other  medical  pro-
fessionals barricaded  themselves  in  the  Health 
Commission  offices.  Demands  include  decent 
salaries, improvement of working conditions and re-
form to save public healthcare as well as opposition 
to the commercialization of healthcare. [March 6]

Pomigliano,  Naples,  Italy :  A  wildcat  strike  of 
hundreds  of  workers  shut  down  Fiat/Chrysler’s 
best  selling  Panda  assembly  line for most of the 
day. [March 10]

Italy:  Strikes  have  spread  all  over  the  country, 
mainly in the North, the most industrialized area. 
Regime Unions (CGIL, CISL, UIL) refuse to call for a 
general  strike  despite  many  of  their  most  active 
members have organized strikes. One of the largest 
“rank and file” unions, USB, called for a 32 hour na-
tional strike in all non-essential workplaces and for a 
15 day strike in manufacturing in the  Emilia  Ro-
magna region (where the USB is strongest in manu-
facturing.) The strike began March 12th.

Detroit, Michigan: A series of wildcats and threats 
of strikes have caused the “Big Three” auto produc-
ers – General Motors, Ford and Fiat/Chrysler  to 
halt  production  for  2  weeks  in  order  to  provide 
COVID-19 protection for production workers.

Wildcat  work stoppages at  Fiat-Chrysler’s  Detroit 
Sterling  Heights  Assembly  Plant  began  after 
workers learned that two co-workers had been quar-
antined with  the  COVID-19.  “The  second  shift  nor-
mally ends at 3:00 a.m., but the company ended up clos-
ing the plant at 10:30 p.m. Morning shift workers came  
into the plant but stood by and refused to work. Manage-
ment gave up after three hours and sent them home...Lo-
cal Leadership stood with us the entire time...”

Workers at Chrysler’s Windsor Assembly Plant in 
Ontario walked off the job after  a co-worker was 
quarantined at home.

On March 17, workers shut down the paint shop at 
Chrysler’s  Warren Truck Assembly Plant in  De-
troit. [March 17 via Labor Notes]

Minnesota:  The  State  of  Minnesota  Democratic 
governor  has  classified  Grocery  Clerks  as  Emer-
gency  Workers and  is  limiting  strike  freedoms. 
Says the sniveling cowards at the regime union AF-
SME: “We won’t stand in the way of the state’s powerful  
response to this  crisis,  but we won’t idly sit  by if  that  
power is abused... Our job as a union is to make sure that  
during this worldwide crisis, Minnesota workers are still  
protected and safe at work.” [March 18]

Detroit, Michigan, USA: Detroit area bus drivers 
self  organized  and  proclaimed  that  they  wanted 
safety precautions and stopped work. City managers 
spun  the  truth  by  calling  the  strike  a  “the  driver  
shortage.” The  Amalgamated  Transit  Union  sup-
ported the action, in less than 24 hours, the drivers 
won their  demands.  Fare  collection  was  also  sus-
pended. [March 18]

Fort Worth, Texas: Iron Workers walk off site for 
health and safety reasons.

Izmir,  Turkey: Metropolitan Municipality work-
ers at the Directorate of Parks and Gardens, Direc-
torate  of  Water  and  Sewers  and  other  units  have 
stopped work because masks, gloves and other pro-
tective material in response to the corona outbreak 
weren’t  distributed  among them.  The  workers  are 
members  of  Genel-Is  (Public  Services  Employees 
Union)  Izmir  Branch No 2,  which is  a  part  of  the 
leftist DISK (Progressive Workers Unions Confeder-
ation). The number of strikers is currently unknown. 
[March 19]

Sacramento,  California:  Electricians walked off 
an  expansion  of  the  Kaiser  Hospital  construction 
project  this  morning.  [March  19]        
            → Continued on page 38.
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