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From the Editor

Friday, January 24, 2020

Dear reader,

The communiqué of January 3 by the IGCL on the social struggles in France highlights the workers’ attempts to resist a  
general attack on the pensions of present and future generations, carried out by the Philippe – Macron government in 
concert with the trades unions. It provides an account of the orientations defended by this group to overcome the limits of 
this proletarian movement as well, on an issue of importance to the workers’ struggle in general. (1)

The statement by F.D. (Bataglia Comunista) on the new escalation of the inter-imperialist stand-off in the Near- and  
Middle East, culminating in the liquidation of Iranian top ranking military commander Soleimani and his companionship 
on January 3, accounts for a second aspect of the international situation: the danger of a transformation of the US-Ira -
nian antagonism into a major war, and its impact on the virulent mass protests, which notably held Iraq and Iran in their 
grip over the past months.

Our Selected Articles list tries to reflect the expressions over the past months, by the proletarian internationalist milieus at 
large, of both these aspects of the international situation. At the hand of an extensive critique of statements on the waves 
of, mostly popular, rebellions and mass protests that have engulfed significant parts of the world, we pursue our review of  
these current milieus. 

We are happy to present H. Lueer’s booklet (in its English translation) dedicated to“reintroducing the core statements of  
the ‘Fundamental Principles of Communist Production and Distribution’ into the current debate on alternatives to capi-
talism” in large extracts, and provide links to some important texts in this debate that has been initiated by Kosmoprolet 
in Germany.

A first reply, written by Fredo Corvo, to the IGCL’s view on the character of the ‘period of transition’ in the previous issue 
of ‘A Free Retriever's Digest‘ is the second contribution to the discussion apropos of the historical text by the GIC. 

Last but not least, we conclude our first time English translation of Willy Huhn’s article from 1961 on the conception of  
the proletarian party held by Marx and Engels versus that relegated by Stalinism.

As we hope, this issue provides interesting contributions for the necessary discussions among internationalists.

Looking forward to receive your appreciations,

Henry Cinnamon.

P.S. Also included in this issue is an interesting article by a member of Échanges et Mouvement on the generality and 
depth of the attacks on pensions.

1) N.B. At the time of writing the bourgeois maneuver of having the trades unions exhaust a combative sector of the working class in France, no -
tably the public transport and the railway workers, by a relatively isolated and long drawn out “proxy” strike, has obtained an important suc -
cess. After several months of struggle, brought under the control of the trades unions, the movement has been dwindling without having arrived  
at decisively extending to private sector workers.

A Free Retr iever's Digest  aims at presenting publications that are relevant for discussions within the internationalist milieu in 
general, and among the groups and circles who claim adherence to the international communist left(s) in particular. It intends to pro-
vide comments and a space for discussion.
Readers are invited to send in notifications of publications by e-mail, abstracts and reviews of relevant books, articles or texts, and pre -
sentations at discussion meetings. Contributions should be written in English and may not exceed 3,000 words. Included bibliographical 
references and internet links should be exact.
Articles and contributions express the views of their authors. Publication is at the discretion of the editor. They may be freely adopted 
if correctly quoted with source reference. A notification thereof is highly appreciated. 

Web blog: https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com. e-mai l  address:  afreeretriever@gmail.com. 

mailto:afreeretriever@gmail.com
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/


Selected Articles & News Feeds
October 14, 2019 – January 12, 2020 (week no.’s 42 – 02)

The international Situation
2019: An international rise of popular mass protests

1 Title: International Revolt Against Global Capitalism

Published on: November 3, 2019 44

Author(s): Barbaria Group; Internationalist proletarians

Web link: https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/international-revolt-against-global-
capitalism/

Subject: The rise of mass protests

Genre: A balance sheet by ‘Barbaria’ (October 2019) & a declaration by ‘Proletarios 
internacionalistas’ (without datum)

Length (words): 4,059

Remarks: See also our press review in this issue on page 29 ff.

2 Title: A World in Revolt

Published on: November 18, 2019 47

Author(s): The editors

Web link: http://insurgentnotes.com/2019/11/a-world-in-revolt/

Subject: The rise of mass protests

Genre: Editorial of Insurgent Notes #20, November 2019

Length (words): 1,435

Extract: “We are pleased to include in this issue of Insurgent Notes a series of very detailed ac-
counts and analyses of the gilets jaunes or yellow vests movement in France prepared by ac-
tivists associated with Temps critiques. (…) The fine nuances of the reports allow the au-
thors to convincingly argue that it is essential to be attentive to what is new in the move-
ment and to escape from the dead-end of merely enumerating a movement’s shortcomings in light 
of traditional understandings of what anti-capitalist movements are supposed to be like.”

3 Title: Perspectives for the Coming Period

Published on: November 20, 2019 47

Author(s): ICT

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-11-20/perspectives-for-the-coming-period

Subject: The prospects of Capitalism versus its alternative

Genre: Statement

Length (words): 1,705

Extract: “The failure of the capitalist class to find an economic solution has in turn heightened 
their political crisis. Whilst one faction tries to return to old worn out Keynesian formu-
las,  another  is  increasingly  turning  to  nationalism,  trade  wars,  sanctions  against  each 
other. Such policies increase chaos in the economy (world trade is falling). It is no figment 
of the imagination to think that the next financial crash, expected by many capitalists pun-
dits across the globe, will lead to an even worse economic situation worldwide and bring with 
it the danger of even more generalised war through an intensification of current wars or the 
outbreak of new ones.”

4 Title: “Popular revolts" are no answer to world capitalism's dive into crisis and 
misery

Published on: November 28, 2019 48

Author)s): Silvio. (17.11.2019)

Web link: https://en.internationalism.org/content/16772/popular-revolts-are-no-answer-
world-capitalisms-dive-crisis-and-misery

Subject: The impasse of ‘popular revolts’

Genre: General article

Length (words): 2,986

Extract: “If the working class is present in these "popular revolts", it's never as an antagonistic 

https://en.internationalism.org/content/16772/popular-revolts-are-no-answer-world-capitalisms-dive-crisis-and-misery
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16772/popular-revolts-are-no-answer-world-capitalisms-dive-crisis-and-misery
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-11-20/perspectives-for-the-coming-period
http://insurgentnotes.com/2019/11/a-world-in-revolt/
https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/international-revolt-against-global-capitalism/
https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/international-revolt-against-global-capitalism/
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class to capital but one drowned within the population. Far from favoring a future riposte 
from the working class and, with it, the only viable perspective of a struggle against the 
capitalist system, these popular, inter-classist revolts serve to reinforce the idea of "no 
future", which can only obscure such a perspective. They strengthen the difficulties experi-
enced by the working class in mounting its own response to the more and more intolerable con-
ditions that are the result of the bankruptcy of capitalism. Nevertheless, the contradictions 
of this system cannot be eliminated and will become ever deeper, pushing the world working 
class to confront all the difficulties that it is presently undergoing.”

Warmongering in the Gulf Region 
The escalation of imperialist tension apropos of the kil ling of Suleimani (January 2020)

1 Title: The US Attack on Baghdad

Published on: January 4, 2020 1/2020

Author(s): FD, January 3, 2020

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-01-04/the-us-attack-on-baghdad

Subject: The latest escalation in the US-Iran standoff

Genre: Statement of position within the Italian communist Left

Length (words): 1,386

Remarks: The statement has been adopted on the back-cover of this issue (page 36.)

Extract: “Let's cut through the media fog and get to the point. The American attack in Baghdad which 
killed 10 people, including two Iranian politicians and Qassem Suleimani, a strong man of the 
Iranian regime, poses a series of problems to which we should give precise answers, even if 
based for now only on piecemeal information.”

2 Title: On the edge of the abyss on more and more fronts

Published on: January 11, 2020 2/2020

Author(s): Communia (Emancipación)

Web link: http://communia.blog/on-the-edge-of-the-abyss-on-more-and-more-fronts/

Subject: Highlights in the international situation; 

Genre: Weekly summary in English 

Length (words): 2,559

Extract: “This week demonstrates that we cannot trust the ability of imperialisms to stand still on 
the edge of the abyss of open warfare. Before there can be a sigh of relief in Iraq, the next 
flash-point threatening widespread war is already escalating in Libya. And meanwhile, in 
France, the trade unions are bringing all workers to the brink of dismantling the pension 
system.”

3 Title: Middle East: the escalation of military barbarism

Published on: January 12, 2020 2/2020

Author(s): Amos (ICC)

Web link: https://en.internationalism.org/content/16790/middle-east-escalation-military-
barbarism

Subject: The latest escalation in the US-Iran standoff

Genre: Statement of position within the French/Italian communist Left

Length (words): 2,225

Extract: “Trump’s decision to go ahead with the assassination of Soleimani was not (…) based on a mere 
whim of this admittedly unpredictable US president, but is part of an imperialist strategy 
backed by a considerable portion of the US bourgeoisie – even though pursuing its logic has 
certainly  sharpened  divisions  within  the  military/political  apparatus  of  the  US  ruling 
class.” 

4 Title: Impending war Iran-USA, towards a third world war?

Published on: January 12, 2020 2/2020

Author(s): Fredo Corvo, January 10, 2020

Web link: http://libcom.org/blog/impending-war-iran-usa-towards-third-world-war-12012020

Subject: Which perspectives for the proletarian struggle in face of the latest escalation 
of the USA-Iran standoff?

Genre: Actualization, Statement of position

Length (words): 2,801

Remarks: Based on a longer article published at the dutch language blog Arbeidersstemmen. 

http://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/
http://libcom.org/blog/impending-war-iran-usa-towards-third-world-war-12012020
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16790/middle-east-escalation-military-barbarism
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16790/middle-east-escalation-military-barbarism
http://communia.blog/on-the-edge-of-the-abyss-on-more-and-more-fronts/
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-01-04/the-us-attack-on-baghdad
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The English version can also be read on A Free Retriever's Digest’s blog)
Extract: “The American assassination of Soleimani, the top general of the feared Iranian Republican 

Guard, has brought the world closer to major wars. The riots and protests in Lebanon, Iraq 
and in the second half of November in Iran have been replaced by war campaigns.“ 

Warmongering in the Gulf Region 
Some echoes from libertarian and leftist milieus

1 Title: Against All Wars, Against All Governments. Understanding the US-Iran War

Published on: January 8, 2020 2/2020

Author(s): CrimethInc. Ex-Workers Collective

Web link: https://crimethinc.com/2020/01/08/against-all-wars-against-all-governments-the-
real-danger-of-the-conflict-with-iran

Length (words): 2,090
“In response to the machinations of the Iranian and US governments, we aim to identify and 
resist every effort to turn us against each other. We aim to build solidarity across na-
tional, ethnic, and religious lines while doing everything we can to topple authoritarian 
governments from DC to Tehran. Our hope is that revolutionary movements will break out on 
both sides of every border. Escalations in state violence are calculated to make this impos-
sible — to substitute war for revolution. In a world headed towards ever more diffuse wars, 
goaded on by nationalist strongmen, our best chance of survival is to build ties between com-
bative social movements like those in Lebanon, Egypt, and Iran—and not so long ago even in 
Russia and Turkey — and hopefully soon in the United States as well as in Hong Kong and 
Chile. Let us fight those who would make us die on their behalf, not each other.”

2 Title: Internationalist leaflets against war with Iran

Published on: January 11, 2020 2/2020

Author(s): Editor

Web link: http://libcom.org/library/internationalist-leaflets-against-war-iran

Genre: Leaflets collection

Remarks: Texts by the ‘Alliance of Middle Eastern and North African Socialists’, the ‘An-
archist Communist Group’ and ‘Crimethinc’. 

Workers’ Struggles against Trade Union Maneuvers and State Repression in France
The pension strikes and the syndicalist ‘action days’

1 Title: France: Unlimited Strike and without Notice: the Striking Railway Workers 
of Châtillon are Leading the Way

Published on: November 1, 2019 44

Author(s): PCInt (Le Prolétaire)

Web link: http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/191101_strike-railway-chatillon.htm

Subject: Wildcat strike at a French high speed train (TGV) maintenance center

Genre: International article

Length (words): 2,349

Extract: “The striking railway workers of Châtillon understood this: to defend themselves and be able 
to win, the workers can only rely on their own forces. They must take their struggle into 
their own hands independently of collaborationist organizations that only seek to provide 
management with a way out; they must organize themselves and conduct the struggle with class 
means and methods: unlimited strikes, without notice with occupation of premises or picket 
lines, extension to other establishments, strike committees, etc. Whatever the continuation 
of the current movement, this is a crucial lesson to be learned for the inevitable conflicts 
to come, not only at the SNCF but also elsewhere where proletarians everywhere are confronted 
with the same conditions and suffer from the sabotage of class-collaborationist organiza-
tions.”

2 Title: France: railway workers' strike overtakes trade union control

Published on: November 6, 2019 45

Author(s): Communia (Emancipación)

Web link: http://communia.blog/france-railway-workers-strike-overtakes-trade-union-control/

Subject: Wildcat strike at a French high speed train (TGV) maintenance center

http://communia.blog/france-railway-workers-strike-overtakes-trade-union-control/
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/191101_strike-railway-chatillon.htm
http://libcom.org/library/internationalist-leaflets-against-war-iran
https://crimethinc.com/2020/01/08/against-all-wars-against-all-governments-the-real-danger-of-the-conflict-with-iran
https://crimethinc.com/2020/01/08/against-all-wars-against-all-governments-the-real-danger-of-the-conflict-with-iran
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2020/01/15/impending-war-iran-usa-towards-a-third-world-war/
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Genre: Weekly summary in English 

Length (words): 2,682

Extract: “Today more than ever, to understand the class struggle as a struggle limited to the company 
or even the sector is to get into the union trap of one’s own accord. Our way out is to ex-
tend the struggles. But the struggles are not extended by the idealism of forms, but by the 
materiality of their contents, contents that are expressed in slogans and demands. That is 
why we communists must not only call for the unification and extension of the strike, but 
also to give it a political meaning by contributing slogans that allow us to articulate an 
extension not only in SNCF but beyond, putting an end to the union logic of subordination. To 
begin with: Fired and precarious workers back into their workplaces! Less work hours and more 
pay!”

3 Title: France: Following the SNCF Mechanics' Struggle, The Fight in the Hospitals 
Shows the Way

Published on: November 25, 2019 48

Author(s): Olivier

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-11-25/france-following-the-sncf-
mechanics-struggle-the-fight-in-the-hospitals-shows

Subject: The crisis in French healthcare, strikes of the emergency services

Genre: Report

Length (words): 1,573

Extract: “In spring 2019, a crisis on an unprecedented scale was sparked in French hospitals. The 
emergency services went on strike in massive numbers. Barely three months from its beginnings 
on 18 March, in the Saint-Antoine Hospital in Paris, it had spread to around a hundred estab-
lishments all across France by July. The movement will not stop spreading as long as the sit-
uation remains untenable. In September, the number of emergency services on strike was 239, 
or more than half of all services. This mobilization has not died down and even rose to 267 
services on strike in mid-October.”

4 Title: Strikes in France: Unify our struggles against the attacks of our ex-
ploiters!

Published on: December 5, 2019 49

Author(s): ICC, December 1st, 2019

Web link: https://en.internationalism.org/content/16776/strikes-france-unify-our-struggles-
against-attacks-our-exploiters

Subject: Mobilization in France against the pension “reform”

Genre: Leaflet

Length (words): 2,324

Extract: “A caricature of this sabotage by the unions is the call by the collectives of emergency and 
hospital workers (entirely directed by the union centres) not to join the December 5th strike 
in the name of the "specificity" of health service demands, to be replaced by a union day of 
action on November 30; the same strategy of isolation used for the inter-union committee for 
the interns which has launched an unlimited strike from... December 10! However, at the gen-
eral assembly of hospital workers which took place November 14 in Paris, after a day of ac-
tion of the sector regrouping 10,000 demonstrators, a bitter conflict took place between the 
participants of the GA and the unions on the question of unity. A number of hospital workers 
put forward the necessity to undertake one and the same combat, beyond sectors.”

5 Title: Le capitalisme est vieux mais ne part pas à la retraite... French

Published on: December 13, 2019 50

Author(s): comrades from Marseilles

Web link: https://lefilrouge17.blogspot.com/2019/12/le-capitalisme-est-vieux-mais-ne-
part.html

Subject: Pension strikes and ‘action days’

Genre: Appreciation of the movement

Length (words): 1,718

Extract: "The mobilizations in France, although important with different categories on strike, from 
transport to schools, from energy to hospitals, did not, however, affect massive strata of 
the employed and self-employed population. Part of it is still linked to savings and income 
mechanisms, it has an economic reserve which, although by reducing it, gives it some protec-
tion. Alongside this, there is another large group of proletarians, often young people, who 
perceive how pensions for them are in fact already being denied in the future, given the eco-
nomic precariousness and contractual flexibility".

https://lefilrouge17.blogspot.com/2019/12/le-capitalisme-est-vieux-mais-ne-part.html
https://lefilrouge17.blogspot.com/2019/12/le-capitalisme-est-vieux-mais-ne-part.html
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16776/strikes-france-unify-our-struggles-against-attacks-our-exploiters
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16776/strikes-france-unify-our-struggles-against-attacks-our-exploiters
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-11-25/france-following-the-sncf-mechanics-struggle-the-fight-in-the-hospitals-shows
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-11-25/france-following-the-sncf-mechanics-struggle-the-fight-in-the-hospitals-shows
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6 Title: France. In the Face of the Sabotage of Union Leaderships, Lead the Struggle 
on a Class Basis! 

Published on: December 21, 2019 51

Author(s): PCInt (Le Prolétaire)

Web link: http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/191221_face-sabotage.htm

Subject: How to develop a favorable force relation against the unions and the state?

Genre: Leaflet

Length (words): 1,344

Extract: “Against this sabotage, open or not, of union apparatuses completely integrated into the 
bourgeois network of maintaining social order, salvation lies only in the organization of the 
struggle on class bases. Already in many places strike committees have been set up to lead 
the struggle, "inter-professional" general assemblies are being held to extend and unify the 
movement over the differences of trade and corporation, effective picket lines are being set 
up, and calls for national days of mobilization are being made by the strikers to get around 
the blockade of the union apparatuses. These initiatives are still limited, but they point 
the way forward for workers in the current and future struggles against all bourgeois at-
tacks.”

7 Title: Seule une orientation et une direction de classe peuvent faire triompher la 
lutte !

French

Published on: January 5, 2020 1/2020

Author(s): PCInt (Le Prolétaire)

Web link: http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/200105_orientation-direction.htm

Subject: Orientation after the “Christmas truce”

Genre: Leaflet

Length (words): 1,386

Extract: “In order to resist and prevail in this permanent struggle the break with the social pacifism 
of the collaborationist apparatuses is indispensable. The workers must not entrust the fate 
of their struggle to the great organizers of the workers' defeats - the collaborationist 
trade union leaderships - but organize themselves to be its actors and leaders. In many 
places strike committees, inter-general assemblies, and even coordinations have appeared. 
However, these forms of organization at the base of the strikers only really fulfill their 
role if they adopt the methods and means of class struggle, with the objective of giving 
class leadership to the struggle, instead of being the executors of the disastrous policy of 
the union leaderships.”

On this issue read The Social Struggles in France  (IGCL, January 8) on page 11 
and The Procrustean Bed of Pension Reform (G. Bad) on page 25.

The Popular Mass Protests in the Near and Middle East (Autumn 2019)
Iraq and Iran, Lebanon

1 Title: In Iraq, thousands of young demonstrators have been in the street for more 
than a month to protest against unemployment, cost of living, lack of public 
services and endemic corruption among politicians and government officials. 
The youth is protesting, the police shoot to defend the bourgeois order!

Published on: October 31, 2019 44

Author(s): PCInt (Le Prolétaire)

Web link: http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/191031_iraq-en.htm

Subject: The mass protests in Iraq

Genre: International article

Length (words): 3,183

Extract: “The Iraqi youth who is taking up the street has not lived through the Saddam Hussein era and 
its systemic repression; these young people are less afraid of the consequences their ac-
tions. One may say that they are more “reckless”, but thanks to this “recklessness”, they are 
fighting the repression barehanded, making even more blatant the brutality of the State and 
its leaders. They are not fighting in the name of some principles of the Quran, or in order 
to get their leaders elected to parliament, but in order to take down the regime; they do not 
occupy official buildings, they set them on fire. It is a truly basic revolt, expression of a 
deeply rooted wrath, born from disastrous living conditions and the prospect of even worse to 
come; but that revolt might find itself canalized in different ways. One of them is a “grass-
root democracy” following the demand for the ousting of Abdul-Mahdi’s government, directly 

http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/191031_iraq-en.htm
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/200105_orientation-direction.htm
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/191221_face-sabotage.htm
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responsible for so many deaths and wounds; there would be no political demand beyond that 
dismissal, and this could only pave the way for some figure “of the people” to ensure conti-
nuity. There lies the true weakness of this protest and revolt movement – politically, a 
“people’s” movement, even though proletarians are obviously part of it.”

2 Title: Iran: van rellen naar proletarische revolutie? Dutch

Published on: November 16, 2019 46

Author(s): F.C.

Web link: https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2019/11/16/iran-van-rellen-tegen-
verhoging-van-de-brandstofprijzen-naar-proletarische-revolutie/

Subject: Iran: From riots to proletarian revolution?

Genre: Commented press documentary of the November riots and protests in Iran 

Length (words): 13,079

Remarks: Concluded on November 29. Includes a leaflet by Arbeidersstemmen (Nov. 23, 2019)

Extract: “On this blog we try to follow the developments in Iran, because this country not only has 
the most experienced bourgeoisie in the Middle East (came to power after mass demonstrations 
ended the rule of the Shah) but also the most experienced working class. Labor uprisings in 
Iran can give a revolutionary perspective to the current mass movements around the world, 
which, in the absence of a leading role that only the proletariat can offer, in isolation 
have no future in themselves."

3 Title: Proteste in Iran und Irak German

Published on: November 18, 2019 47

Author(s): Wildcat

Web link: http://www.wildcat-www.de/wildcat/104/w104_proteste_irak.html

Genre: Reports

Length (words): 2,340

Remarks: In the printed edition of Wildcat “the protest movements in Bolivia, Ecuador, Iraq, Chile and 
Iran could only be dealt with fragmentarily and at the last moment. That's why we put the ar-
ticle about the movements in Iran and Iraq online (including updates)"

4 Title: Street Protests and the Barbarism of Capitalism: Long Live Class Struggle!

Published on: November 21, 2019 47

Author(s): M. Jahangiry , Internationalist Voice

Web link: https://internationalist.ueuo.com/en/pdf/ProtestsInIranE.pdf

Subject: The perspective of proletarian class struggle apropos of ‘street protests’

Genre: Declaration

Remarks: pdf, section: Texts

Extract: “A recent wave of street protests - in Iraq, Chile, Lebanon, Ecuador, Egypt and Iran, to name 
but a few - have shaken the capitalist world. Public demonstrations occur not only in periph-
eral capitalist societies, but have also spontaneously manifested in European metropolises in 
countries such as France, Belgium and the Netherlands.“

5 Title: “From Baghdad to Beirut, we shall continue. No Sunni no Shia…”

Published on: December 16, 2019 51

Author(s): Internationalist Proletarians, Middle East, November 2019

Web link: https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/from-baghdad-to-beirut-we-shall-continue-
no-sunni-no-shia/

Subject: The rise of massive popular protests

Genre: Statement

Length (words): 5,326

Remarks: Translations into English, French, German and Spanish

Extract: “Isn’t it clear from proletarian united action and its slogans: “Down with all the thieves”, 
“From Baghdad to Beirut, we shall continue. No Sunni no Shia…”, “No country, no work, we all 
stay in the street!”, “No country, no work until the downfall of the system” – that the pro-
letariat targets counterrevolution in its totality, just like it did in Basra in September 
2018!?”

https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/from-baghdad-to-beirut-we-shall-continue-no-sunni-no-shia/
https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/from-baghdad-to-beirut-we-shall-continue-no-sunni-no-shia/
https://internationalist.ueuo.com/en/pdf/ProtestsInIranE.pdf
http://www.wildcat-www.de/wildcat/104/w104_proteste_irak.html
https://arbeidersstemmen.files.wordpress.com/2019/11/2019-11-23pamfletiran.pdf
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2019/11/16/iran-van-rellen-tegen-verhoging-van-de-brandstofprijzen-naar-proletarische-revolutie/
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2019/11/16/iran-van-rellen-tegen-verhoging-van-de-brandstofprijzen-naar-proletarische-revolutie/
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The Popular Mass Protests in the South America (Autumn 2019)
Chile, Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia, Haiti

1 Title: Chile: Trotz brutaler staatlicher Repression breitet sich die Revolte aus German

Published on: October 24, 2019 43

Author(s): some anarchist-communist proletarians who are part of the revolt.

Web link: https://kosmoprolet.org/de/chile-trotz-brutaler-staatlicher-repression-breitet-
sich-die-revolte-aus

Subject: Spread of the revolt in spite of state repression

Genre: Report

Length (words): 2,209

Remarks: German Translation by ‘Eiszeit’

Extract: “Social unrest has been raging in Chile for several days. The protests were triggered by the 
increase in ticket prices for the subway in Santiago, but they quickly developed into a re-
volt against the social misery and spread throughout the country. On Saturday the government 
declared a state of emergency. For the first time since the end of the military dictatorship, 
soldiers patrolled the streets of the capital Santiago. Nevertheless, the revolt spreads. A 
general strike is called for today, October 21. In the following we document a text that cir-
culates in the social media.”

2 Title: Coup d’État civico-militaire en Bolivie. Ni Morales, ni Mesa-Camacho, ni 
l’armée ! Pour l’indépendance de classe ! Pour la lutte révolutionnaire 
prolétarienne !

French

Published on: November 13, 2019 46

Author(s): PCInt (Le Prolétaire)

Web link: http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/191113_bolivie.htm

Subject: Rivalries and power struggle among bourgeois fractions in Bolivia

Genre: Statement

Length (words): 2,566

Extract: "In reality it is not a confrontation between proletarians and the bourgeoisie, but between 
two bourgeois fractions, one of which, "on the left", relies on organizations practicing col-
laboration between the classes, including to carry out a policy more independent of certain 
imperialist institutions such as the IMF and the World Bank, and which tries to find an al-
ternative sponsor from Chinese imperialism; while the other relies on certain sectors of the 
small and medium bourgeoisie while seeking the support of Washington. With Morales' resigna-
tion, and his exile to Mexico, it was the latter that won in the confrontation."

3 Title: Haïti: l’explosion sociale secoue l’ordre bourgeois et le joug impérialiste French

Published on: November 20, 2019 47

Author(s): PCInt (Le Prolétaire)

Web link: http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/191120_haiti.htm

Subject: The social explosion in Haiti

Genre: Statement

Length (words): 2,754

Extract: "The Haitian proletariat is weak, disorganized and politically disarmed; but it still in-
spires fear in the bourgeoisie because it is ready to use force and is directly linked to the 
heart of the imperialist world system with thousands of immigrants, especially in the United 
States." (…) "To make material the perspective of this proletarian struggle requires that the 
working class historically endow itself with its political organ: the communist, revolution-
ary, internationalist party. But the Haitian proletarian masses also need in their immediate 
struggles defense organizations that do not make deals with their class enemies."

4 Title: [Chile:] Territoriale Vollversammlungen: autonome Strukturen des Kampfes German

Published on: November 23, 2019 47

Author(s): anarchist blog 

Web link: https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/territoriale-vollversammlungen-autonome-
strukturen-des-kampfes

Subject: Territorial general assemblies – autonomous combat structures. Reflection on the 
importance and possibilities of territorial assemblies. 

Genre: Statement

Length (words): 1,501

Remarks: Source: https://hacialavida.noblogs.org/“ Translation by ‘Eiszeit’

https://hacialavida.noblogs.org/
https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/territoriale-vollversammlungen-autonome-strukturen-des-kampfes
https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/territoriale-vollversammlungen-autonome-strukturen-des-kampfes
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/191120_haiti.htm
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/191113_bolivie.htm
https://kosmoprolet.org/de/chile-trotz-brutaler-staatlicher-repression-breitet-sich-die-revolte-aus
https://kosmoprolet.org/de/chile-trotz-brutaler-staatlicher-repression-breitet-sich-die-revolte-aus
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5 Title: Luttes des masses prolétariennes en Colombie: Pour une orientation et une 
organisation de classe!

French

Published on: November 29, 2019 48

Author(s): PCInt (Le Prolétaire)

Web link: http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/191129_colombie.htm

Subject: Massive struggles in Colombia 

Genre: Statement

Length (words): 2,339

Extract: “For a week now, Colombia has in turn been the scene of major movements in the struggle 
against the capitalist austerity inflicted by the government. Fifteen months after the elec-
tion of President Duque, social discontent against the government has become widespread, 
mainly because of the precarious situation of the great masses, so it is not surprising that 
according to opinion polls, the government has 69% of unfavorable opinions." (…) "Instead of 
opposing force to force, of responding to government obstinacy with a hardening of the move-
ment, the National Strike Committee is multiplying legalistic and pacifist declarations" (…) 
"As in neighboring Chile, where the trade union apparatuses called for a general strike on 12 
November, not for the defense of proletarian interests but for the reformist objective of es-
tablishing a new constitution through a constituent assembly, the collaborationist organiza-
tions in Colombia betray the struggle of the proletarian masses they claim to lead.“

6 Title: Latin America Burns between Revolt and Repression

Published on: December 19, 2019 51

Author(s): FD (Bataglia Comunista)

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-12-19/latin-america-burns-between-revolt-
and-repression

Subject: The popular mass revolts in South America

Genre: General analysis

Length (words): 3,526

Remarks: With a postscript by the IWG (USA) on the ouster of Bolivia’s Evo Morales 

Extract: “For decades Latin America was the United States’ "backyard", although more recently it has 
also been seen as a den of "socialists". Today it is undergoing a deep crisis that spares 
neither the big countries such as Argentina, Brazil and Venezuela, nor the small ones such as 
Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru. The entire South American subcontinent is on fire. Millions of 
people, workers, peasants and an ever-increasing proportion of a petty bourgeoisie in the 
process of proletarianisation, driven by hunger and poverty, have taken to the streets, and 
filled the squares in search of a political "solution" to their pressing basic needs.”

7 Title: Zu den Aufständen in Ecuador und Chile German

Published on: December 22, 2019 51

Author(s): Kosmoprolet / ‘Eiszeit’

Web link: https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/zu-den-aufstaenden-ecuador-und-chile

Subject: On the insurrections in Ecuador and Chili

Genre: Presentation of a collection of translated articles on the current protests

Length (words): 545

From the milieu of the communist Left
A correspondence with the Gulf Coast Communist Fraction 

1 Title: Response to International Group of the Communist Left

Published on: November 30, 2019 48

Author(s): Gulf Coast Communist Fraction

Web link: https://gulfcoastcommunistfraction.wordpress.com/2019/11/30/response-to-
international-group-of-the-communist-left/

Subject: Clarification on the groups’ evolution and basic positions

Genre: Correspondence

Length (words): 1,786
“To conclude our response to your letter, it should be noted that this is a positive contri-
bution in the strengthening of ties between the groupings of the Communist Left and the pro-
gression of the ‘party-in-process’. In fact, Gulf Coast Communist Fraction perceives this 
letter as a contribution to the development of its own collective from a ‘discussion circle’ 
to a full political component of the future party.”

https://gulfcoastcommunistfraction.wordpress.com/2019/11/30/response-to-international-group-of-the-communist-left/
https://gulfcoastcommunistfraction.wordpress.com/2019/11/30/response-to-international-group-of-the-communist-left/
https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/zu-den-aufstaenden-ecuador-und-chile
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-12-19/latin-america-burns-between-revolt-and-repression
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-12-19/latin-america-burns-between-revolt-and-repression
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/191129_colombie.htm


The Social Struggles in France
The IGCL's second Communiqué on the pension strikes (January 3, 2020)

The following communiqué elaborates on the massive mobilization that has developed in France since last autumn against  
the renewed attempt by the bourgeoisie to drive through a new pension regime that threatens many, and notably the 
younger generations of workers, with increased poverty at their retirement age. It analyses the recent outbursts of ‘wild-
cat’ strikes in France, notably in public transport, and the part played by the trades unions in channeling proletarian reac-
tions in a series of well-timed sterile ‘days of action’, while exhausting the most combative workers in long drawn out 
strikes (like over the Christmas holidays), in order to appear as the winners of meaningful “concessions” from the govern-
ment. It develops on the difficulties of the workers to self-organize and wrestle control over their struggle from the trades 
unions and the bourgeois Left, explaining the group’s efforts to intervene in this sense where possible, despite its weak 
forces. 

The strikes that began on December 5 continue in a 
number of sectors, particularly those related to pub-
lic  services.  Readers  living  outside  France  should 
note that there has been a mobilization against the 
abolition of pension systems in favor of a new sys-
tem  that  significantly  postpones  the  effective  
retirement  age  and  considerably  reduces  pen-
sions, sometimes by as much as 30%.  The strike 
continues to paralyze a large part  of  public  trans-
port, especially in the Paris region, despite attempts 
to intimidate, pressure and repress both by the man-
agement and managerial staff of striking enterprises 
(mainly SNCF, national trains, and RATP, metro, bus 
and a part of the trains in the Paris region) and the 
police, especially during demonstrations and picket 
lines. Despite government provocations and media 
propaganda, the movement still enjoys the support 
and  sympathy of a majority of the population ac-
cording to polls. (1)

After  the  two  weeks  of  Christmas  holidays,  the 
teachers will  return from vacation on Monday the 
6th  of January. The next day, Tuesday 7, the govern-
ment will receive all the trades unions. The fact that 
there has been no discussion or formal negotiations 
since December 18th shows that the government has 
tried to play the card of letting the strike rot, with-
out trying to resolve the situation and the exhaust-
ing  daily  hardships  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
travelers  going to work.  On the other  hand it  has 
tried to lock the strikers into a long, physically and 

1) These days, and according to the polls of the bourgeoisie, 
still more than 50% of the French population supports the 
strike movement, only 35% are against it, and 15% do not 
speak out... More than 70% of the working people support 
the strike!

financially exhausting strike – many have been on 
strike for a month, and have lost one month’s pay! It 
is very likely that on this Tuesday the government 
will  grant  some small  concessions of  a  secondary 
nature to the so-called “reformist” trade unions, the 
CFDT and UNSA, so that they can call for an end to 
the strike with a minimum of credibility in the eyes 
of their “base” and of “public opinion”. If this is the 
case,  the  media  headlines  will  be  about  the  trade 
union division, the reflux of the strike and the di-
minishing number of strikers. On Thursday, January 
9th, the trade unions “most to the left”, the CGT, FO, 
SUD,  FSU,  gathered  in  “inter-union”  consulta-
tions, (2) are organizing a  fourth day of action and 
“inter-professional” demonstrations. Depending on 
the extent of the participation in the strike, in Edu-
cation in particular, or even in other sectors, and on 
the outcome of Tuesday’s negotiations, the ‘day of 
action’ on the 9th will mark the end, or the beginning 
of the end, of the strike and the failure of the mobi-
lization to make the government back down, or… a 
redistribution of the cards, a disruption of the lines 
and forces confronting each other in this mobiliza-
tion. But then one can think that the [role of] driving 
force  behind  the  current  strike,  the  railway  and 
RATP workers, exhausted, will have to be assumed 
by one or more other sectors… 

How did it come to this? What has been the course 
of the struggle until today and what have been the 
different battles,  the different episodes? And what 
intervention did the revolutionaries make, and have 
to  make,  in  function  of  different  situations  and 
times?

2) The so-called Intersyndicale [Editor’s note].
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In [our] previous communiqué of 8 December (3), af-
ter  recalling  the  international  context  of  struggle 
and popular revolts we find ourselves in today, we 
tried to present the process that led from the mas-
sive strike at RATP on 13 September to the day of 
trade union action of 5 December and the beginning 
of the renewable strike. In particular, we recalled the 
importance that the extension of the wildcat strike 
at the SNCF TGV maintenance center in Châtillon at 
the  end of  October,  that  was  itself  preceded by a 
three-day stoppage of  national  traffic  following  [a 
railway] accident,  could have taken, if  it  had been 
extended:  it  would  have taken away  the  initiative 
and control of the struggle from the unions by an-
ticipating the day of action on 5 December. The end 
of  this  strike,  “victorious” because  the  manage-
ment hastened to give in to local demands, closed 
this moment and in fact gave back the initiative to 
the trade unions until December 5th, and even until 
the day of action on December 10th. We concluded 
this communiqué with the following statement, that 
seems to have been verified to date:

“Certainly, the bourgeoisie and its unions are in control of  
the situation; in particular and most certainly, this will be  
the case between now and Tuesday-Wednesday [December 
10 and 11, the second ‘day of action’ and days of meet-
ings of government and unions]. Nevertheless, the will to  
fight is strong and a kind of arm-wrestling has been engaged  
with the government. And this can also engage the prole-
tariat in a deadlock. The risk for the whole of the proletariat  
is to simply and passively wait for the transport blockade to  
make the government withdraw its project instead of enter-
ing openly in struggle themselves.”

From December 10 to 17…
The  day  of  action  on  December  10th saw a  lower 
level  of  participation in the strike and demonstra-
tions than on December 5th (800,000 demonstrators 
against  1.5  million  according  to  the  CGT).  In  our 
opinion, this drop in the participation is largely due 
to the lack of real perspectives for the generalization 
of the movement beyond the sectors traditionally in 
struggle (the railway workers in particular). At the 
end of the day, it seemed that the control of the situ-
ation by the State,  mainly by the government and 
the trade unions, had grown even stronger…  until 
the Prime Minister spoke that evening.

3) See: Communiqué on the Strikes in France - IGCL, 
December 8th 2019 (Published as well on A Free Re-
triever’s Blog: On the pension strikes in France (De-
cember 23, 2019).

While  everyone  expected  him  to  announce  some 
concessions – such as the withdrawal of the  pivot  
age (4) – which the “moderate” unions would have 
been hasty to salute in order to call for a return to 
work, he reaffirmed the entire project as it stood, to 
the chagrin of the CFDT, who was then obliged to 
join the day of action scheduled for the 17th. We can-
not  dwell  here on the  possible  immediate,  tactical 
reasons, clumsiness, etc.  of such an uncompromis-
ing attitude. On the other hand, we know that  ob-
jectively, due to the crisis and the economic situa-
tion  of  capitalism,  the  national  bourgeoisies  have 
seen their “economic” and “financial” room for ma-
neuver considerably reduced…

Then it seemed to us that the window of opportu-
nity for extension [of the struggle], closed since De-
cember 5th,  was reopening – albeit  timidly. This is 
why we distributed our leaflet of December 11 “Do 
everything to help the private sector to engage 
in the strike” (5):

“To draw in, encourage and help the private sector workers  
to engage in struggle and strike action is the priority of the  
day if we want to make the government move back! Blocking  
transport will not be enough. The proxy strike, which puts  
most of the weight of the struggle on the railway (SNCF)  
and the Paris regional Transport workers (RATP) alone, can  
only lead to a deadlock and exhaustion of the strikers. The  
window of opportunity, the occasion, to draw in proletarians  
of the private sector and extend the strike is still there. At  
least until Tuesday the 17th and the demonstrations of that  
day. After that, it is quite possible that the strike, limited to  
railway and RATP workers for the most part, will be re-
duced to an “arm-wrestling” struggle with no other aim  
than to last as long as possible. At this game, the bourgeoisie  
and the entire state apparatus will be the strongest. They  
will control the situation, if only through the unions, and  
wait for the struggle to exhaust itself, as the railway workers  
experienced in 2018.”

Our leaflet was very well received where it was dis-
tributed (6),  but  we were not  the only ones to put 
forward this slogan of extension to the private sec-

4) Everyone could retire at 62 but with a ‘lifetime’ cut of their 
pension of 5% for each year of missing contributions – 42 
years are needed – until the age of 64. In effect, the effective 
retirement age is pushed back to at least 64.

5) See IGCL, December 12, 2019: Do Everything to Help the 
Private Sector to Engage in the Strike! 

6) Even though some told us, railway workers in particular, 
that at some meetings they had to endure the more or less 
overt hostility of the trade unionists, or even their attempt 
to prevent the distribution, when they reproduced it.

http://igcl.org/Do-Everything-to-Help-the-Private
http://igcl.org/Do-Everything-to-Help-the-Private
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2019/12/23/on-the-pension-strikes-in-france/
http://igcl.org/Communique-on-the-Strikes-in
http://igcl.org/Communique-on-the-Strikes-in
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tor. In particular, many inter-professional assem-
blies,  organized on a local or regional basis, com-
posed  largely  of  strikers,  but  also  of  non-strikers, 
adopted this orientation and tried to put it in place: 
picket lines (at RATP bus depots in particular), dele-
gations  and  distribution  of  leaflets  to  enterprises, 
blocking of certain ports (Le Havre, Rouen…) or in-
dustrial zones, agitation for strikes in shopping cen-
ters,  street demonstrations,  either at city or neigh-
borhood level, holding of meetings open to all, etc. 
Actually, an often implicit and silent, non-frontal op-
position has developed in these  organisms on the 
modalities and determination to be put in place to 
do everything possible  for  the extension to others 
sectors, between the base syndicalist apparatuses (as 
it very well also involved apparatuses) and a part of 
the participants in these assemblies. To a certain ex-
tent, the opposition that had emerged between the 
wildcat strikers at the Châtillon maintenance center 
at the end of October and principally the SUD trade 
union  (see  our  communiqué  of  8  December) has 
been  reproduced identically:  some trying to  bring 
back the deadlines for the days of action, meaning 
on the syndicalist terrain, and others trying to break 
this syndicalist control over the high points and ori-
entations of the struggle itself.

Nevertheless, the orientation towards “national” ex-
tension and generalization did not take place during 
this  period  and,  in  spite  of  a  participation  in  the 
strike and demonstrations equally important as on 
December 5, the day of December 17 came, in fact, 
to close this open window on the generalization of 
the strike. Once this risk had passed by (especially 
since, three days later, the highly mobilized teachers 
were  on  holiday),  the  bourgeoisie  immediately 
pushed its advantage: the same evening, the govern-
ment announced the resumption of discussions with 
the  unions  for…  January  7.  The  UNSA  and  the 
CFDT renewed their call  for  a Christmas truce, in 
short,  to  stop  the  strike.  And  the  Intersyndicale 
fixed  a  fourth  day  of  action  for...  January  9!  The 
postponement of these deadlines, in particular the 
day of action set for January 9, were experienced as 
a real sabotage of the mobilization by many assem-
blies of strikers, which further strengthened the de-
velopment  of  local  assemblies  and  “inter-profes-
sional” initiatives.

The two weeks of holidays
For two weeks, the strikers found themselves almost 
alone, including in the media. With the teachers on 

school holidays for two weeks, as some of the coun-
try's  proletarians  were  as  much preoccupied with 
family celebrations as they were with the mobiliza-
tion, Christmas and New Year’s Day in the middle 
of the week, the government was able to safely and 
provocatively display its own departure on holiday, 
accompanied as it was by the disappearance of the 
union leaders. While the strike continued! The strik-
ers had no other choice, no other perspective than to 
make it last until January 9, holding on and hold-
ing on again and again, day after day, using up a 
lot of energy in this fight that was locking them in a 
little more each day. But it is not just about the strik-
ers.  It  is  also  the  whole  proletariat  in  France,  its 
great masses working in the private sector, whether 
industry, commerce and services, who have installed 
themselves in the strike by “proxy”, wishing that the 
railway workers and others last as long as possible, 
even bringing them their  sympathy, but unable to 
join them in the open strike.

Our leaflet and the direct intervention for the exten-
sion was becoming out of date at that time, its orien-
tations and slogans losing any effectiveness. It was 
necessary to adapt our direct intervention according 
to the evolution of the immediate balance of power 
in this struggle, that is to say according to the rela-
tive  success  of  the  bourgeoisie  in  locking  up  the 
strikers  of  the  SNCF and RATP mainly,  albeit  not 
only them, in the long strike.

“We reproduce here the leaflet that the ICP (PCI-Le Prolé-
taire) is currently distributing, dating from last night. We  
share the positions, the analysis of the immediate situation  
and the  orientations of  the  struggle  that  the  communists  
must put forward these  days,  during the  Christmas and  
New Year weeks, despite the holidays and union sabotage.  
Particularly the call, today, at this very moment, after the  
episode that closed on December 17, for the organization of  
strike committees, inter-professional assemblies, strike picket  
lines, etc. to “expand and unify the movement”. We in-
vite all those who would share its orientations to disseminate  
this leaflet around them and in the general assemblies and  
demonstrations. The IGCC, 22 December 2019.”

It seemed to us then that the weight of the interven-
tion had to focus on “local initiatives”, such as inter-
professional assemblies, to encourage the most com-
bative  workers  to  organize  and  lead  the  battle 
against the union maneuvers; or even to be able to 
carry out one or more local or geographical exten-
sions.  For  us,  the  orientations put  forward by the 
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ICP  leaflet  corresponded  to  the  necessities  of  the 
struggle at that very moment:

“Against this sabotage, open or not, of union apparatuses  
completely integrated into the bourgeois network of main-
taining social order, salvation lies only in  the organiza-
tion  of  the  struggle  on  class  bases .  Already in  
many places strike committees have been set up to lead  
the  struggle,  "inter-professional"  assemblies  are  
being held to extend and unify the movement over the differ-
ences of trade and corporation, effective picket lines are being  
set up, and calls for national days of mobilization are being  
made by the strikers to get around the blockade of the union  
apparatuses. These initiatives are still limited, but they point  
the way forward for workers in the current and future strug-
gles against all bourgeois attacks.” (Leaflet of the ICP, De-
cember 21st 2019) (7)

For the time being, it seems to us that this orienta-
tion  should  be  maintained  at  least  until  Monday. 
This period, which will  end [Saturday January 4th] 
with  “local”  demonstrations  called  for  mainly  by 
SUD and many CGT local or enterprise sections, has 
seen a continuation of the mobilization and various 
local  initiatives.  At  the  same  time,  the  repression 
both on the picket lines and in the demonstrations, 
just yesterday in Paris for example, by the police and 
the  RATP  management  in  particular,  the  (relative 
but  growing)  tensions  between  strikers  and  non-
strikers have worsened, a sign that the bourgeoisie 
feels that today, with the situation under control, it 
can begin to think about increasing repression even 
more and inflicting the widest and deepest possible 
defeat.

Reality, difficulty and limits of strikers’ 
assemblies and ‘inter-professional’ ones

We have noted that a more or less open opposition 
has tended to emerge within the “grassroots organi-
zations”,  strikers’  assemblies,  interpro assemblies, 
etc. We also noted that some of our correspondents 
regretted  the  fact  that  a  certain  criticism  of  the 
unions was put forward after December 17th and 18th 

in  the  ICP leaflet.  It  is  indeed difficult,  when the 
strike has been going on for a month at the cost of fi-
nancial  sacrifices  and constant  exertion,  to  openly 
question the conduct of the strike. However, the as-
semblies of strikers and others  cannot [limit them-
selves  to]  a  succession  of  interventions  in  which 

7) See PCI-Le Prolétaire (ICP), December 21, 2019: France. In 
the Face of the Sabotage of Union Leaderships, Lead 
the Struggle on a Class Basis!  

each one tells that his/her workplace has been on 
strike  at  x%  since  5  December,  that  everyone  re-
mains determined, and that the strike will continue 
until  the  end,  and  the  applause  that  punctuates 
these  apparently  voluntary,  energetic  and  radical 
declamations. It is easy to be reassured among those 
that are already “convinced”. It can be comforting 
and warm. But it is not enough to make the struggle 
and  the  strike  effective.  The  assemblies  must  dis-
cuss, debate and decide on the orientations and de-
cisions to be taken by confronting the various pro-
posals.  Otherwise, they are left  to the control and 
goodwill of the trade union apparatuses, including 
the rank and file ones. And the fact that the strike is 
formally voted on every day does not change any-
thing. Here are excerpts from an interview with a 
striker  of  the SNCF published on the site  ‘Paris-
luttes info’ (8), which rather well points out the op-
position that we noted above within the General As-
semblies and the difficulties which the proletariat in 
struggle is confronted with even today in this mobi-
lization.

“In the Vaires-sur-Marne depot, at the General Assembly 
[GA], there are quite a few of us, ranging from 50 to 200  
people, we are open to other sectors in struggle, teachers,  
RATP, hospital workers, postal workers... We very quickly  
created  the  Vaires-sur-Marne  Strike  Committee  which  
meets twice a week to propose actions, it was obvious to  
everyone: the strike belongs to the strikers and to no one  
else. This allows the strike to be animated outside of the  
Paris  trade  union demonstrations.  (...).  That  being the  
case, the GA’s throughout the country, we don’t know ex-
actly  what  is  going  on.  It’s  a  shame,  because  in  
1986  there  was  a  Central  Strike  Committee,  a  
national  coordination  that  allowed  us  to  col-
lect all the information on the actual number of  
strikers,  but  also  to  coordinate  the  slightly  
more radical operations. A strike committee is now  
being formed in the Ile-de-France  [Paris]  region, but it  
still has a lot of limitations. (...).

– What do you think of the attempts at coordination, such  
as the GA interpro, which took place in Paris? I have the  
feeling that they remain quite largely limited to militants  
(Trotskyists, autonomists, trade unionists) and have diffi-
culties to spread? [Question of  ‘Paris-luttes-info’].

– Yes, as I said earlier, the Interpro GA’s and different co-
ordinations have their limits, even if the will to give the  
strikers a democratic place to meet is positive. The fact is  

8) https://paris-luttes.info/le-nombre-est-la-mais-il-
manque-13200  

https://paris-luttes.info/le-nombre-est-la-mais-il-manque-13200
https://paris-luttes.info/le-nombre-est-la-mais-il-manque-13200
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/191221_face-sabotage.htm
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/191221_face-sabotage.htm
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/191221_face-sabotage.htm
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that there are always the same people, the same union, au-
tonomists, political and other militants. The question is  
how can these coordinations or  GA’s be widened when  
most people have an exacerbated distrust of  co-optation  
and recuperation.  Who benefits  from this?  We’ll  never  
win anything if, no matter which organization we’re in,  
we can’t question ourselves and leave the initiative to oth-
ers, push as many people as possible to speak up, express  
their ideas, have the texts come out of a common emana-
tion,  etc."  (Interview with  T.,  railway  woman  and 
yellow vest, ‘Paris-luttes-info’, 31 December 2019).

This experience seems to us to confirm the orienta-
tion we are putting forward above, at least until this 
Monday.  The  intervention  of  the  revolutionaries 
should today be concentrated in these assemblies in 
order, as the ICP leaflet indicated, to gather the ener-
gies  and  the  important  minorities  of  proletarians, 
strikers  or  not,  who remain  mobilized.  More con-
cretely, and with the approach of a week in which it 
is highly probable that the last battles will be fought, 
the  capacity  of  these  minorities,  comprising thou-
sands of proletarians, to consolidate and centralize 
at the national level would be a first step towards an 
alternative to the fate of this mobilization on which 
the  unions  are  working.  As  the  comrade  tells 
‘Paris-luttes-info’, the outline of a national coordi-
nation, or at least initially of regional, local coordi-
nations, would allow it to make a national appeal, to 
adopt motions,  to  distribute  leaflets  for  the  exten-
sion of the strike, to march under its banner during 
demonstrations with its own slogans and, especially 
at  the  present  time,  to  dispute the  unions for  the 
true leadership of the struggle.

So that is where we believe we are today, Friday the 
3rd, in this proletarian struggle. In addition to the ob-
jective of informing the greatest number of people in 
France as well as comrades in other countries and 
continents, we submit this analysis of the develop-
ment of the strike and the adaptation of our inter-
vention – admittedly limited because of our weak, 
very weak, forces in France – according to the mo-
ments and needs of the struggle to the whole of the 
proletarians at large and to the communist and revo-
lutionary groups.

The IGCL, Friday January 3rd, 2020.

P.S. Just as this communiqué was being made pub-
lic, we have learned that the Intersyndicale is adding 
another day of action on Saturday, January 11, two 
days  after  the  9th.  “To  involve  private  sector  workers  
who are not on strike”, according to the trade unions. 
We are not able to say at this time, whether this new 
union day responds to a strong push by workers in 
the private sector, and seeks to short-circuit the local 
attempts  and initiatives  of  the  inter-professional 
and other assemblies for the extension, or whether it 
is simply aimed at speeding up a possible end to the 
strike…

Source: 2e communiqué sur les grèves en France (4 
janvier 2020) - Révolution ou Guerre

Translation: IGCL, January 6, 2020. Slightly redacted.
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Preface (2018)
“The social revolution is in essence nothing more than opting to use labor hours as the  
yardstick for all economic aspects of life. It serves both as a measure of production and as  
a measure of the the producer’s right to social product. But what is important here is  
that  this  category  is  applied  by  both  producers  and  consumers  themselves.”  
(Group of International Communists, 1930)

“What are the practical and economic foundations of a soci-
ety without a wage system? What is to be done on the day  
after the revolution? Without these practical realities all pro-
paganda remains negative and all ideals remain Utopian.  
Whoever wishes to see an end to capitalism and does not  
want an alternative in the style of “real socialism” must re-
place these realities of social life with other realities and other  
economic organizations.” (1)  

Marx and Engels put their critique of capitalism on 
a scientific basis by explaining the laws of capitalist 
production. Instead of contrasting the misery of the 
masses  that  comes  with  capitalism  against  a 
Utopian vision  of  a  better  world,  they were con-
cerned with explaining what drives the capitalist re-
lations of production and the laws governing its eco-
nomic  forms  of  goods,  money,  and  capital.  With 
their explanation of the interrelationships inherent 
to capitalism, they revealed the reasons for the mis-
ery  that  goes  hand-in-hand with  capitalism while 
offering a critique as an alternative. Although Marx 
and Engels did not create an elaborate concept for a 
communist  society, the few remarks they made in 
their  analysis  of  capitalism  point  to  fundamental 
change in the relations of production. After the so-
cial revolution, the decision as to what, how, and for 
whom  will  be  produced  will  no  longer  be  deter-
mined by personal dependencies or the constraints 
of  commodity  exchange  that  develop  behind  the 
backs of competing members of society. The distri-
bution of labor among the various branches of pro-
duction and activities as well as the distribution of 
the consumer goods produced, is instead left to the 

1) Arthur Müller-Lehning, Anarcho Syndicalism p. 10 f., 
quoted in Group of International Communists (Holland), 
Fundamental Principles of Communist Production 
and Distribution, p. 24 ff.

members of society themselves: “a community of free  
individuals,  carrying on  their  work  with  the  means of  
production in common, in which the labor power of all  
the  different  individuals  is  consciously  applied  as  the  
combined labor power of the community.” (2)

However, in order to be able to manage and admin-
ister their individual jobs in a social division of la-
bor beyond markets intentionally and without a su-
perior authority, an economic basis is required. This 
economic basis is the calculation of the time it takes 
to make the various products and services available 
to the members of society. Society’s average working 
time, which acts as a constraint in the competition 
for the production of goods behind the backs of peo-
ple,  can  now intentionally  become a  yardstick  for 
use in the shared planning of the social division of 
labor.  No  longer  is  the  individual  labor  of  each 
member of society a private asset to be sold on the 
market for goods and labor for it to be recognized as 
having social  value.  Instead,  it  is  already a  direct 
part of the overall work of society since each indi-
vidual’s labor is performed within the framework of 
shared planning. In a free society, in which individ-
ual laborers interact with the means of production 
only  as  organs  of  the  common  labor  force,  the 
amount of effort they put into their work, as mea-
sured by labor hours, becomes the same as the so-
cial value of their work. Accordingly, the individual 
work product  is  no longer private property,  but  a 
product of society, not sold as commodities between 
different  owners,  but  instead  available  within  the 
community of producers. The distribution of the to-
tal work between the different branches of produc-
tion and activities, as well as the distribution of the 

2) Karl Marx, Capital. A Critique of Political Economy , 
Volume I, p. 51.
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consumer goods thus produced is no longer done 
monetarily,  i.e.  via competition for  money,  but  di-
rectly  by  calculating  the  hours  of  labor  (“labor 
time”). The basic category for economic accounting 
and at the same time the mode of distribution in the 
communist  society  are  thus  named:  “Labor  time  
would, in that case, play a double part. Its apportionment  
in accordance with a definite social  plan maintains the  
proper proportion between the different kinds of work to  
be done and the various wants of the community. On the  
other hand, it also serves as a measure of the portion of  
the common labor borne by each individual,  and of  his  
share in the part of the total product destined for individ-
ual  consumption.  The social  relations of  the  individual  
producers, with regard both to their labor and to its prod-
ucts, are in this case perfectly simple and intelligible, and  
that with regard not only to production but also to distri-
bution.” (3)

As popular as Marx and Engels’ image of a “com-
munity of free individuals” was among the Bolshe-
viks and their successors, its economic content was 
not taken seriously. For them, it was not the produc-
ers who were going to organize production on the 
basis of the hours required, but instead the political 
leaders. The masses were only asked to agree with 
whatever they decided in their wisdom. It is clear 
that  this  conviction  that  it  would  only  take  new 
leadership to organize production and distribution 
to meet the needs of the populace according to com-
munist principles was indeed a rather odd twist to 
the idea of a “community of free individuals”. Es-
tablishing a communist society is not a question of 
finding the  right  leaders,  but  instead creating  the 
economic basis that enables the members of society 
to manage and administer production and distribu-
tion themselves. It is a matter of how the division of 
labor between producers and their social product is 
regulated.  An  economic  foundation  must  be  laid 
upon which the producers,  who are also the  con-

3) Karl Marx, Capital. A Critique of Political Economy,  
Volume I, p. 51.

sumers in a society, can build the structures of pro-
duction to satisfy their needs. This building has to 
be a process from below and not from above. It must 
result from the active participation of the members 
of society and be under their direct influence and 
control. It must be the work of free people and not 
done by a small group of apparatchiks in the name 
of society. (15)

The successors of Marx and Engels imposed a strict 
ban on dealing with the fundamental principles of a 
communist  economic  and  social  order.  Failure  to 
comply  would  lead  to  accusations  of  engaging  in 
“fake  science”.  One was allowed to  praise  commu-
nism, but not allowed to think about it. So this ques-
tion became off-limits and, to a certain extent, con-
tinues to remain taboo, even the Russian Revolution 
demonstrated that it has to be addressed. (26) It is 
therefor time for those who want to overcome capi-
talism to clarify the basic principles of a communist 
social order with which they want to replace capital-
ism. (133)

This book is a tribute to the collective work of the 
Group  of  International  Communists  of  Holland. 
Given  the  experiences  with  state  communism  in 
Russia,  their  “Fundamental  Principles  of  Commu-
nist  Production  and  Distribution”,  published  in 
1930, was an attempt to elaborate the economic basis 
of a communist society as outlined by Marx and En-
gels. Although their explanations have lost none of 
their  original  topicality,  their  text  has  remained a 
product of its time in the way they address the liter-
ature of that period. This book therefore attempts to 
reintroduce the core statements of the “Fundamen-
tal Principles of Communist Production and Distri-
bution” into  the  current  debate  on alternatives  to 
capitalism. The page references in parentheses refer 
to extensive direct and indirect quotations from the 
original text which have, in some cases, been inter-
woven into my own comments.

H. Lueer, 2018

Back-cover text
This book is a tribute to the collective work of the Group of International Communists  of Holland. Given the expe-
riences with state communism in Russia, their “Fundamental  Principles of  Communist  Production and Distr i -
bution” , published in 1930, was an attempt to elaborate the economic basis of a communist society as outlined by Karl 
Marx and Friedrich Engels. Although their explanations have lost none of their original topicality, their text has remained  
a product of its time in the way they address the literature of that period. This paper therefore attempts to reintroduce 
the core statements of the “Fundamental Principles of Communist Production and Distribution” into the current debate  
on alternatives to capitalism.



The following is a chapter from the book by Hermann Lueer, Fundamental Principles of Communist Production  
and Distribution (Hamburg, 2018 1). The text has been slightly revised by the author.

“During the past year we showed quite clearly that we cannot run the economy. That is the fundamental lesson. Either we  
prove the opposite in the coming year, or Soviet power will not be able to exist.”

V. I. Lenin, March 1922 (1)

1) V.I. Lenin, Eleventh Congress Of The R.C.P.(B.), March 27, 1922, Works Volume 33,  
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1922/mar/27.htm.

For the communist Bolsheviks and their successors, 
as well as market socialists of all kinds, the imple-
mentation of individual working hours as a measure 
of the share in the social product has never come up. 
The market socialists, on the one hand, do not want 
to abolish capitalism; instead, they want to regulate 
it according to socialist criteria. They want to con-
quer the bourgeois-capitalist state by universal suf-
frage,  taking  advantage  of  bourgeois  democracy, 
and, with the help of state regulation, transform the 
economy run by the capitalists into a socialist mar-
ket economy run by the democratic state. In so do-
ing, reality has often intervened. In contrast to their 
ideal, it has been repeatedly shown that even a state 
with a market socialist majority prioritizes the needs 
of capitalist competition, adapting the implementa-
tion of its socialist programs in the process. The Bol-
sheviks  and  their  successors,  on  the  other  hand, 
fought against this idealism of market socialist poli-
tics with all their might. They pushed for the annihi-
lation of the bourgeois state in the revolution, the 
formation of a new political power by the political 
organization (party)  of  the  working class,  and the 
abolition of the anarchy of the markets, replacing it 
with the planned organization of the economy ac-
cording to socialist principles. 

The  Russian  revolution  initially  proceeded  largely 
according to this idea. In 1917, under the guidance 
of  the  Bolshevik  organization,  Russian  producers 
began to expropriate owners with the intention of 
organizing production and distribution according to 
communist  principles.  The  expropriation  process 
began from the bottom up, to the great dismay of 
the Bolsheviks, who wanted to lead and administer 
the economy from above. (16) The Bolsheviks had 

not called for the workers to occupy the factories in 
order to continue to run them autonomously under 
their own leadership. The workers were only sup-
posed  to  destroy  the  apparatus  of  the  bourgeois 
state and put the Bolsheviks in charge of the new 
state. The new leadership would then undertake the 
gradual implementation of a planned organization 
of  the  economy  according  to  socialist  principles. 
(161)  Accordingly,  the  Communist  Party  failed  to 
provide worker with any guidelines for integrating 
the operations they had taken over into the commu-
nist economy. Likewise, there were no guidelines for 
actually putting their management and administra-
tion into the hands of society. For the Bolsheviks, the 
workers were not supposed to liberate themselves, 
but instead communism was to be implemented by 
the  “men of  science,” the  “intellectuals,”  the  “statisti-
cians,”  etc.  (163)  The working class  was just  good 
enough to sweep away those  who had previously 
controlled their  labor  and replace  them with new 
bosses. The working class served no other purpose 
and should not attempt to push any further, because 
the basis for self-organization was not provided by 
generally  applicable  production  rules.  This  is  be-
cause there was never any intention of organizing 
the Soviet economy as a “community of free individu-
als” where the producers had a direct relationship to 
the social product. (163 f.) 

While directors, local councils, etc. were, for a while, 
responsible to the workers,  they gradually became 
subordinate to the central leadership that controlled 
the  entire  society.  What  had  started  as  taking  re-
sponsibility from the bottom-up, became top-down 
control. (12) “The revolution has only just smashed the  
oldest, strongest and heaviest of fetters, to which the peo-

The Misery of Soviet-Style Socialism
Extract from H. Lueer’s Book (2018)

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1922/mar/27.htm
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ple submitted under duress. That was yesterday. Today,  
however, the same revolution demands—precisely in the  
interests of its development and consolidation, precisely  
in the interests of socialism—that the people unquestion-
ingly obey the single will of the leaders of labor.” (2)

The Communist Party initially believed that it was 
only necessary to drive away the old industrial lead-
ers  and to  take  control  of  labor  itself  in  order  to 
manage everything according to socialist principles. 
Lenin expressed this  idea as  follows:  “Without  big  
banks socialism would be impossible. The big banks are  
the "state apparatus" which we need to bring about so-
cialism, and which we take ready-made from capitalism;  
our task here is merely to lop off what capitalistically mu-
tilates  this  excellent apparatus,  to  make it  even bigger,  
even more democratic, even more comprehensive. Quan-
tity will be transformed into quality. A single State Bank,  
the biggest of the big, with branches in every rural dis-
trict, in every factory, will constitute as much as nine-
tenths  of  the  socialist  apparatus.  This  will  be  country  
wide book-keeping, country-wide accounting of the pro-
duction  and  distribution  of  goods,  this  will  be,  so  to  
speak, something in the nature of the skeleton of socialist  
society.” (3) 

After 1919 ended with decisive military victories for 
the Bolsheviks in the civil war and in view of the 
chaotic  development  of  the  state-controlled  mixed 
economy, increased efforts were made to establish a 
market  less,  centrally  managed,  planned  econ-
omy. (4)  The  Bolsheviks  purposefully  made  moves 
towards the abolition of money by massively inflat-
ing the means of exchange.  “If the value of money in  
Russia falls,  it  will  certainly be very difficult for us to  
bear. [...] But we have a way out, a hope. We are moving  
towards the complete abolition of money. We are going to  
naturalize wages, introduce free tram rides, free schools,  
free lunches (even if temporarily bad), free housing, light-
ing, etc. We will accomplish this very slowly, under ex-
tremely difficult  circumstances,  we must fight continu-
ously, but we have a way out, a hope, a plan.” (5) (168) 

To the extent that the free market was successfully 
destroyed,  its  functions  were  to  be  taken  over  by 
central administrative bodies. Founded at the end of 
1917, the supreme economic council had the task of 
organizing  the  distribution  of  all  goods  with  the 
elimination of money and trade. In other words, it 
would determine how much bread, butter, clothes, 
etc.  each  individual  could  get  and  assign  these 

2) V. I. Lenin, The Immediate Tasks of the Soviet Gov-
ernment. 7. “Harmonious Organization” and Dictatorship, 
works volume 27 Highlights in the original text,  
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1918/m
ar/x03.htm#sec7  

goods to him in kind. This would be made possible 
through the intentional collection of production and 
consumption statistics. Production and distribution 
would not be calculated in sums of money or some 
other general measure, but only in sums of goods. 
One would calculate according to weight, length, or 
volume, and, ultimately, only according to the num-
ber of consumer goods. (168 f.) That this was not just 
a paper calculation was demonstrated by the follow-
ing examples: On October 11, 1920, there was a “de-
cree that telephone, water, sewage systems, gas, electric-
ity,  transport,  fuel,  and rent  are  free  of  charge  for  the  
workers and employees of all state enterprises and for the  
disabled, family members of Red Army soldiers, etc.” (6) 
The  next  step  was  the  “naturalization  of  wages,” 
where only 15% of the wage was paid in cash, while 
85% was provided in kind. This ended up with 58 
million in the care of the commissariat. It was an at-
tempt to control the socialist economy according to 
the principle of a planned production of consumer 
goods. (169) 

Within the framework of this use-value related man-
agement of production and distribution, the means 
of production and the means of consumption were 
allocated without a common economic measure to 
link the two areas. At the same time, the population 
was admonished to use resources sparingly, without 
being able to tell them how much effort would re-
sult in what yield. The attempt to build socialism on 
the basis of a use-value planning presented the Bol-
shevik Party under Lenin’s leadership with a task it 
could not possibly solve. The bourgeois critics were 
right: socialism in the sense of Economy-in-kind is 
"the abolition of the rationality of the economy. ... It's a  
delusion to think that a socialist economy could replace  
money  calculations  with  exchanges-in-kind." (7)  But 
since Lenin adhered to this delusion he first tried to 
overcome the threatening economic collapse and the 
growing dissatisfaction of the population by retreat-
ing to the so-called  “New Economic Policy”. Fol-
lowing this temporary retreat to capitalism, another 

3) Vladimir Lenin , Can the Bolsheviks Retain State 
Power? Works Volume 26,  
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/o
ct/01.htm  

4) Friedrich Pollock, Die planwirtschaftlichen Versuche 
in der Sowjetunion 1917-1927, Verlag Neue Kritik 
Frankfurt 1971, p. 56 ff.

5) G. Sinowiew [Zinoviev], Zwölf Tage in Deutschland , p. 
74., quoted in: Friedrich Pollock, Planwirtschaftliche 
Versuche in der Sowjetunion, p. 73.

6) Friedrich Pollock, [Idem], p. 70.
7) Ludwig von Mises, Die Gemeinwirtschaft. Untersu-

chungen über den Sozialismus , Jena Verlag von Gustav 
Fischer 1922, p. 105ff.

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/oct/01.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/oct/01.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1918/mar/x03.htm#sec7
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1918/mar/x03.htm#sec7
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attempt should be made to establish socialism as a 
"state capitalist monopoly that is applied for the benefit of  
the entire people", in order to be able to realize com-
munism in the sense of an economy-in-kind in the 
long term. Or as Lenin put it: “We made the mistake of  
deciding to go over directly to communist production and  
distribution. […] unfortunately, because brief experience  
convinced us that that line was wrong, that it ran counter  
to what we had previously written about the transition  
from capitalism to socialism, namely, that it would be im-
possible to bypass the period of socialist accounting and  
control  in approaching even the lower stage of commu-
nism.” (8) 

However, the socialist  accounting and control  that 
they recognized as necessary was not understood as 
the systematic implementation of working time cal-
culation for production and distribution, but instead 
as  a  temporary  retreat  to  the  state  regulation  of 
trade, in other words, state capitalism. According to 
Lenin, it would take “complex transition […] from cap-
italist society […] to even one of the approaches to com-
munist society.” (9) Entirely in this sense, Leon Trot-
sky  answered the  question  of  whether  the  "New 
Economic Policy" was necessary in other socialist 
countries  at  the  12th Party  Congress:  “We  broadly  
agree and understand the New Economic Policy as the  
worker state’s application of the methods and institutions  
of capitalist society to establish or begin the transition to  
a socialist economy. All workers states will have to un-
dergo this, for a shorter or longer period, depending on  
their level of education. […] By exploiting the laws of the  
market and influencing these laws by the powerful ma-
chine of our state industry and expanding the basis of the  
planned economy [...] to swallow these markets, [...] we  
can rightly claim that the development of our socialism  
will consist of a series of dialectical victories which the  
‘New Economic Policy’ will win against itself with the  
help of its own methods.” (10) 

A  program  of  "socialist  accounting  and  control," 
which Stalin consistently implemented, still with the 
ideal of a communist Economy-in-kind on the dis-
tant  horizon but  which in  practice  meant  nothing 
more than the prelude to market socialism. Conse-
quently, after the stabilization of the economy, no at-

8) V. I. Lenin, The New Economic Policy (Our Mistake) , 
Works Volume 33  
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1921/o
ct/17.htm  

9) Ibidem.
10) Leon Trotsky, Referat über die russische Industrie  in: 

Linke Opposition in der Sowjetunion 1923-1928, p. 110.

tempt was made to return to the communist Econ-
omy-in-kind. Instead, the struggles among factions 
within the Communist Party increasingly revolved 
around the question of whether more or less market 
would lead to the success of the planned state econ-
omy.  An  absurd  controversy  –  considering  Marx’ 
critique of the market –, in which the representatives 
of market socialism ultimately prevail and initiate a 
return  to  capitalism.  Mikhail  Gorbachev  summed 
up this dispute as follows:  “In the meantime life has  
shown that the planned economy which ignores market  
criteria and control is just as incapable of functioning as  
a market that is not controlled by a plan.” (11) “The expe-
riences of the whole world have proven the viability and  
efficiency of the market economy. Transitioning to this in  
our society is in the interest of our people and the goal is  
to build a socially oriented economy.” (12) 

In two respects, the misery of Soviet-style socialism 
thus  confirms  the  basic  principles  of  communist 
production and distribution: Economically, a ratio-
nal economy is impossible without a general mea-
sure linking production and distribution. Politically, 
in the sense that without using individual working 
hours to measure one’s share in the social product, 
the members  of society will  not  control  the social 
product,  but  instead it  falls  into  the  hands of  the 
government.  The growth of the  “natural  wage” (as 
the Bolsheviks understood it) thus amounted to the 
same thing as a  “state  capitalist  monopoly  which ex-
ploited the working class for the benefit of the whole peo-
ple.” (171 f.)  By concentrating the control  over  the 
means of production, the work done in society, and 
the social product as a whole, we see how the dicta-
torship of the proletariat quickly became a dictator-
ship over the proletariat. (172)

H. Lueer, 2018.

Source: H. Lueer, Fundamental principles of commu-
nist production and distribution (Hamburg 2018), 
Chapter 3 (p.65 – 75).

The page numbers in brackets refer to the free repro-
duction of remarks in the book of the same name by the 
Group of International Communists (Holland), Rüdiger 
Blankertz Verlag 1970. See: http://aaap.be/Pages/Theme-
Period-of-transition.html#de.

11) M. Gorbachev, Speech at the conference of Orjol  in: 
PRAVDA, November 16, 1988, in: Sozialismus, No. 12/1988, 
p. 15.

12) M. Gorbachev, Hauptrichtungen zur Stabilisierung 
der Volkswirtschaft und des Übergangs zur Markt-
wirtschaft, in: Sowjetunion heute, No. 11/1990. p. VII-XII

http://aaap.be/Pages/Theme-Period-of-transition.html#de
http://aaap.be/Pages/Theme-Period-of-transition.html#de
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1921/oct/17.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1921/oct/17.htm


A Debate on the Period of Transition
Kosmoprolet, H. Lueer and R. Victor on the ‘Fundamental Principles’

Spring 2018 the German group ‘Friends of the classless society’ started a discussion on the characteristics of an alter-
native to Capitalism that, so far, has resulted in 9 contributions published on the Kosmoprolet web blog. Here we list the 
links to the initiating text and two contributions that seem of particular importance to us. We think these contributions 
should be made available in English as well in order to make the discussion accessible to a larger audience.

1 Title: Umrisse der Weltcommune | Kosmoprolet German
Published on: March 21, 2018 12/2018
Author(s): Freundinnen und Freunde der klassenlosen Gesellschaft
Web link: https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/umrisse-der-weltcommune
Subject: “Outlines of the world commune, a post-capitalist society”
Genre: Discussion Theses on a classless society,
Length (words): 10,714
Remarks: ‘Kosmoprolet’ #5, March 2018, 126 p., German, €5,- per copy + postal frays. Orders 

per e-mail: kosmoprolet@gmx.de
Extract: "The crux of the matter is that today's global production apparatus, whatever po-

tential may lie within it, in its initial form is a terribly unfavorable starting 
point for upheaval. A huge abyss opens up between the actual state and the possi-
ble Commune, and the leap over this abyss outlined here undeniably has certain ad-
venturous features.(…) Precisely because the Commune is not predetermined in the 
objective course of history, its outlines must be discussed today. The more the 
wage earners agree internationally, the clearer the completely different becomes 
before their eyes, the better the chances that a revolutionary movement will come 
about after all.” (Friends of the classless society)

2 Title: Kritik von Hermann Lueer an den Thesen zur Weltcommune German
Published on: January 20, 2019 3/2019
Author(s): Hermann Lueer
Web link: https://kosmoprolet.org/de/kritik-von-hermann-lueer-den-thesen-zur-weltcommune
Subject:
Genre: Discussion contribution
Length (words): 3,275
Remarks: For a presentation of the booklet by H. Lueer, see page 16 ff. in this issue.
Extract: "Hermann Lueer, author of the book Grundprinzipien kommunistischer Produktion und 

Verteilung (Basic Principles of Communist Production and Distribution), criticizes 
in an anti-authoritarian way above all our considerations on the calculation of 
working hours, which he understands as an elementary component of a self-governing 
production without a super-ordinate authority. By our fundamental rejection of the 
calculation of working hours we would deprive the 'world commune' of material 
ground and fall into utopianism.” (Friends of the classless society)

3 Title: Arbeitszeitrechnung und ökonomische Rationalität in einer postkapitalisti-
schen Gesellschaft

German

Published on: November 4, 2019 45/2019
Author(s): Raoul Victor
Web link: https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/arbeitszeitrechnung-und-oekonomische-rationalitaet-

einer-postkapitalistischen-gesellschaft
Subject: “Working time accounting and economic rationality in a post-capitalist society”. A 

comment on Hermann Lueer's criticism of the text "Outlines of the World Commune".
Genre: Discussion contribution
Length (words): 3,100
Extract: "What significance would working hours play in a liberated society? Would it have 

to be strictly recorded to enable planning, what would "planning" mean anyway? In 
the discussion about our text "Outlines of the World Commune" (Kosmoprolet 5, 
2018) this has emerged as a central point of contention. After Hermann Lueer ac-
cused us of wanting to smash any "rationality of the economy", here we document a 
response by Raoul Victor (Paris), to whose reflections on this question we had re-
ferred”. (Friends of the classless society)

https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/arbeitszeitrechnung-und-oekonomische-rationalitaet-einer-postkapitalistischen-gesellschaft
https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/arbeitszeitrechnung-und-oekonomische-rationalitaet-einer-postkapitalistischen-gesellschaft
https://kosmoprolet.org/de/kritik-von-hermann-lueer-den-thesen-zur-weltcommune
mailto:kosmoprolet@gmx.de
https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/umrisse-der-weltcommune


Documents of the historical Communist Left
Willy Huhn (1961): On the doctrine of the revolutionary party (Part 3)

In this last part of his article, Huhn develops on the reasons for the scission from the League of Communists  by a mi-
nority (the “Willich-Schapper fraction”), as it became increasingly clear that a resurgence of the 1848 uprisings was out of 
the question. At the hand of the writings of Marx and Engels, both from this episode and from their later reviews, he  
demonstrates their conception of the purpose and possibilities of a revolutionary organization, which ultimately led them 
to dissolve the ‘League’ and take their distance.

§ III.2
[The Party, not as an organization of minorities, but as a class for itself ]

The March 1850 address by the central authority of 
the  “Communists’  League”  had  concluded  by 
declaring  the  “revolution  in  permanence”.  And  the 
one of June 1850 still expressed the hope  “that the  
outbreak of a new revolution cannot be long absent” at its 
end.  (loc.  cit.  pp.  136 and 144). (1)  But  already on 
September 15, 1850 the central authority split (“Herr 
Vogt”, p. 59) (2),  because its minority, the “fraction 
Willich-Schapper”, clung to that declaration of per-
manence  of  the  revolution,  while  its  majority,  the 
fraction Marx/Engels, reproached the minority:

“Instead of the real conditions, the mere will becomes the  
driving force of revolution.” (From Marx’s proposal for 
separation in “Revelations”, loc. cit., p. 39) (3)

The motives  of this split  are of  such great  impor-
tance  to  our  investigation  that  we  must  consider 
them a little more thoroughly. Friedrich Engels was 
of the opinion that  the reorganized  “League” after 
June 1850 was “the only revolutionary organization that  
had significance in Germany”, but with Marx he asked 
himself  the  question  “what  end  this  organization  
should  serve.” The  answer,  however,  in  turn  de-
pended  “very much on whether the prospects for a re-
newed upswing in the revolution were realized. And this  
became  increasingly  unlikely,  even  impossible,  in  the  
course of 1850.” (1885, loc. cit., p. 27) (4) So Marx and 
Engels  no longer believed in a soon to come new 
revolution,  while  Willich and Schapper wanted to 
stage it by force of will. [Note by Huhn on “the expira-
tion period of European revolutions”, see p. 24]

1) Marx-Engels, “Ansprache der Zentralbehörde an den Bund 
vom Juni 1850” (MEW Bd. 7, p 312).

2) Marx, “Herr Vogt” (MEW Bd. 14, S. 440).
3) Marx, “Enthüllungen über den Kommunistenprozeß zu 

Köln” (MEW Bd. 8, S. 412).
4) Engels, “Zur Geschichte des Bundes der Kommunisten” 

(MEW, Bd. 21, S. 221).

Marx and Engels discovered in their economic stud-
ies that the revolution of 1848 had been prepared by 
the  industrial  crisis  of  1847  and  that  thanks  to  a 
“new, unprecedented period of industrial prosperity” the 
revolutionary  storm  of  1848  was  gradually  ex-
hausted.  It  was  precisely  these  studies,  however, 
which first produced the later mature “Marxism” as 
a  “critique  of  political  economy” –  as  the subtitle  of 
“Capital” reads – and which brought Marx and En-
gels to completely redefine their relationship to the 
“League” and thus to the organization and last but 
not  least  to  the  “workers’  party”.  This  is  already 
contained in the sentences of Marx’s request for sep-
aration from the Willich-Schapper fraction:

“In place of the critical view the minority places a dogmatic  
one,  in  place  of  the  materialistic  one  an  idealistic  one.”  
(“Revelations”, p. 39) (5)

According to Marx and Engels, it did not belong to 
the tasks of the  “League of Communists” to  “prepare  
the revolution, agitate for it, conspire for it, plot for it”, 
even  if  “the  members  of  the  proletarian  party”,  of 
course,  would  participate  anew in  a  new,  sponta-
neously  erupted  revolution  of  the  people  “against  
the status quo”. Organizing a revolution would have 
seemed ridiculous to them. (In the meantime, some 
“Leninists” have  blurred  the  boundaries  between 
revolution and insurrection, and many of this  kind 
have completely forgotten about their  “art of armed  
insurrection”, that the Bolsheviks came into govern-
ment  during  a  revolution  that  had  lasted  almost 
three  quarters  of  a  year  and  through  the  Soviets 
who  long  existed  and  were  not  particularly  re-
spected by them, thus through the councils – by the 
way,  like  the  gentlemen  comrades  around  Ebert!) 
We repeat an earlier interpretation of the text: an or-
ganization is not a revolutionary association by the 

5) Marx, “Enthüllungen über den Kommunistenprozeß zu 
Köln” (MEW Bd. 8, S. 412).
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fact that it intends to stage a revolution, but by its 
readiness to put itself at the service of a revolution 
that will break out in the future, to put advisers and 
leaders at its disposal. So it is not the organization 
that  is  the precondition of the  revolution,  but  the 
revolution is  the precondition of the organization, 
the purposes and meaning of which find their ful-
fillment only in the outbreak of the movement of the 
people,  the  workers  respectively,  and  simultane-
ously have to pass their test in it.

For the critical analysis of the economic situation in 
the autumn of 1850, however, the following resulted 
for  Marx/Engels:  “With  this  general  prosperity,  in  
which the productive forces of bourgeois society develop  
as abundantly as is possible within bourgeois conditions,  
there can be no question of a real revolution. Such a revo-
lution is possible only in those periods when these two  
factors,  the modern productive forces and the bourgeois  
forms of  production, come into contradiction with each  
other.” (Marx-Engels,  “Revue von Mai  bis  Oktober 
1850” in the “Neue Rheinische Zeitung”, V/VI. is-
sue, Hamburg 1850; cited after Engels 1885, loc. Cit., 
p. 28) (6)

Opposed to this position, the Willich-Schapper frac-
tion felt itself to be a “party of action”, for a “League”, 
which merely aimed at the foundation of an inde-
pendent proletarian  “opposition  party of  the  future”, 
but did not want to form a “government party”, was 
nothing for ambitious individuals who “spread their  
personal insignificance under the theatrical cloak of con-
spiracy” (p.  95) (7),  as  above all  Willich himself,  of 
whom Engels still writes in 1885:

“Willich was one of the mood communists who appeared  
very frequently in Western Germany since 1845, thus al-
ready therefor [he was] in an instinctive, secret opposition to  
our critical tendency. But he was more, he was a complete  
prophet,  convinced of his personal mission as predestined  
liberator of the German proletariat, and as such a direct pre-
tender to the political no less than to the military dictator-
ship.  Original Christian communism, preached earlier by  
Weitling, was thus accompanied by a kind of communist Is-
lam.” (loc. cit., p. 26) (8)

Here  Mr.  Jules  Nonnerot  could  have  found  the 
model of his “Islam of the twentieth Century”! See his 

6) Engels, “Zur Geschichte des Bundes der Kommunisten” 
(MEW, Bd. 21, S. 221).

7) Marx, “Enthüllungen über den Kommunistenprozeß zu 
Köln” (MEW Bd. 8, S. 461).

8) Engels, “Zur Geschichte des Bundes der Kommunisten” 
(MEW Bd. 21, S. 220).

“Sociology  of  Communism”,  Paris  1949,  Cologne-
Berlin 1952, pp. 9-24. 

Willich,  too,  as  a  former  Prussian  lieutenant  (and 
later  a  general  in  the  North  American  civil  war), 
tended  towards  a  militaristic  view  of  social  pro-
cesses, and as a  “man of action” he had not yet un-
derstood that the first virtue of the conscious revolu-
tionary is patience:

“While we say to the workers: You have fifteen, twenty, fifty  
years of civil wars and peoples’ struggles to go through, not  
only to change the conditions [Verhältnisse], but to change  
yourselves, and to enable yourselves to political rule, you say  
on the contrary: ‘We must come to rule immediately, or we  
can go to sleep.’ While we especially point out to the German  
workers the undeveloped figure of the German proletariat,  
you flatter the German craftsmen’s national sentiment and  
social prejudice in the most crude way, which is more popu-
lar. As the democrats turn the word people into a sacred be-
ing,  so  you  do  with  the  word  proletariat.  Like  the  
Democrats, you frame the phrase of revolution at the expense  
of the revolutionary development.” (Marx in his “Request 
for Separation,” op. cit., p. 39) (9)

After the two fractions had separated in mid-Sep-
tember 1850, both groups acted according to their 
different views. The irony of the Cologne Commu-
nist  trial,  however,  was just  that  the  “Marx Party” 
was  accused  of  the  intentions  the  other  “Willich-
Schapper Party” had pursued! On May 10, 1851, an 
emissary of the League was arrested in Leipzig, and 
the police tracked down the  “Communists’ League”. 
Further  arrests  (a.o.  of  Bürgers  and  Rösers)  took 
place  shortly  afterwards.  According  to  Marx,  the 
League hence ceased to exist  on the continent;  he 
and Engels  had  no  connection  with  Europe  since 
then and were thus on the English island  isolated 
from  their  “party”.  One  could  assume  that  they 
would now have been very unhappy about this. The 
following sentences by Engels to Karl Marx of Feb-
ruary 13, 1851, however, testify to the opposite:

“We now finally have once again – for the first time since  
long – the opportunity to show that we need no popularity,  
no support from any party of any country, and that our po-
sition is totally independent of such mean tricks. From now  
on we are only responsible for ourselves, and when the mo-
ment comes when the gentlemen need us, we will be able to  
dictate our own conditions. Until then we will at least have  
peace. Admittedly, there is also a certain loneliness... By the  

9) Marx, “Enthüllungen über den Kommunistenprozeß zu 
Köln” (MEW Bd. 8, S. 412).
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way,  we  can’t  even  complain  that  the  petits  grands  
hommes (10) shy away from us; haven’t we been acting for so  
many years as if ‘Krethi und Plethi’ [all sorts of rabble, 
W.H.] were our party, where we had no party at all and  
where the people we counted as belonging to our party, at  
least officially,  sous réserve de les appeler des bêtes incorri-
gibles entre nous, (11) did not even understand the initial  
reasons of our causes? How do people like us, who flee offi-
cial positions like the plague, fit into a ‘party’? What should  
mean a ‘party’ to us , who spit on popularity, who lose on  
ourselves when we begin to become popular? A gang of don-
keys who swear by us because they think we are their kind.  
Truly, it is no loss if we no longer pass as the ‘correct and  
adequate expression’ of the narrow-minded dogs with whom  
we have been thrown together in recent years... Not only no  
official  state  position, even as  long as  possible  no official  
party position, no seat on committees, etc., no responsibility  
for donkeys, ruthless criticism for all, and in addition that  
cheerfulness which all conspiracies of sheep’s heads will not  
take away from us after all.” (12)

These longer remarks by Engels are the answer ex-
pressly  requested  by  Marx  to  the  following  lines 
from him of February 11, 1851:

“I really like the public authentic isolation that you and I are  
now in. It is completely in line with our position and princi-
ples. The system of reciprocal concessions, halfheartedness  
tolerated out of decency, and the duty to take one’s share of  
ridicule in the party before the public with all these donkeys,  
that  has  now  stopped.”  (Marx-Engels,  “Correspon-
dence”, Volume I, 1844 to 1853, East Berlin 1949, pp. 
180 to 181 and 176 to 177) (13)

Thus, long before the first arrests of members of the 
“Marx Party” in the Spring of 1851, the two founders 
of Marxism had not only internally dealt with the 
Willich-Schapper fraction, but with  “their” party at 
all.  After  the  conviction  of  the  accused  in  the 
Cologne Communist  trial (October 4 to November 
12, 1852), Marx wrote to Engels on November 19:

10) “Little great men” [W.H.].
11) “with the reservation of calling them among us incorrigible 

fools” [W.H.]
12) Engels an Marx. 13, Februar 1851 (MEW Bd. 27 S. 190).
13) Idem, S. 184/185.

“Last Wednesday, at my request, the League dissolved and  
declared the continuation of the League on the continent to  
be out of date.” (Ibidem, p. 527) (14)

This  marked  the  end  of  the  history  of  the  first 
“Marxist” party, and there was never again a party 
whose members were Marx and Engels. (Their par-
ticipation in the foundation of the First International 
is on a different page). It suffices to give the floor to 
Marx himself at the end:

“I notice … that … I have never belonged or belong to a  
secret or public society again, that the party has ceased to ex-
ist for me in this whole ephemeral sense (15) for eight years  
… So of ‘party’ … I know nothing since 1852 … I am a  
critic and had truly enough with the experiences made in  
1849-1852. The ‘League’ … was only one episode in the his-
tory of the party, that naturally grows out of the soil of mod-
ern society … I tried …  to eliminate the misunderstanding,  
as if I understood party to mean a ‘League’ that had died  
eight years ago or a newspaper editorial board that had been  
dissolved twelve years ago. By party I understood the party  
in the great historical sense”. (Karl Marx to the poet Fer-
dinand  Freiligrath  on  February  29,  1860.  In:  Franz 
Mehring, “Freiligrath and Marx in Their Correspondence”, 
Supplementary Issues to the  “Neue Zeit”,  No.  12 of 
April 12, 1912, pp. 42 and 46) (16)

So, in how far did Lenin  “in the question of the  
Party directly take up the doctrine of Marx and En-
gels”?

※ ※ ※

Source: Willy Huhn, Zur Lehre von der revolutio-
nären Partei (WISO Vol.6 #15, Sept. 1961); Reprint 
Karin Kramer Verlag 1970; Die Buchmacherei 2017. 
http://aaap.be/Pages/Willy-Huhn.html#zurl

Translation: Jac. Johanson; Transcription, Source ref-
erences and proofreading: Fredo Corvo. Final revision 
January 4, 2020.

14) Marx an Engels, 19. November 1852 (MEW Bd. 28, S. 195).
15) “one-day, short-lived” [W.H.]. 
16) Marx an Ferdinand Freiligrath 29. Februar 1860 (MEW Bd. 

30, S. 488/495).

Note by Willy Huhn
The expiration period of European revolutions: In this context Engels speaks of “an expiration period of the European revolutions” of 
the 19th Century of “fifteen to eighteen years”. (Consecutive to the 1830 revolution, the one of 1848 came after eighteen years; the next 
crisis would thus have been due from 1863 to 1866; it indeed broke out, but was absorbed as a war and characterized by Marx/En-
gels as “a revolution from above”, just like the war of 1870/71, which only continued the former after a pause of five years. By conse-
quence, the next revolution was due from 1885/86 to 1888/89, and Engels in 1885 expected to come “soon”.) One may smile about 
it, but after 1918 it took again only fifteen years for the next “revolution from above” to arrive in the year 1933! [Back to p. 22]

http://aaap.be/Pages/Willy-Huhn.html#zurl


The Procrustean Bed of Pension Reform
Blog Spartacus1918 on the struggle against precarity and pauperization

On the eve of the trade union mobilization in France on 
December 5, 2019 against a new pension reform, it is use-
less to detail the said pension reform; likewise for other 
countries,  it  is  enough  to  refer  to  the  pensions 
observatory for that.

We simply have to remind that the question of pensions is 
a global one and that it requires a global response from 
the proletarian people.  This response began in the early 
1980s just after the “monetarist turnaround of 1979”. It is 
in this context that the privatization of pension systems 
was  first  carried  out  in  Chile  (1981).  Pinochet’s  Chile 
served as a model for extending the privatization of pen-
sion  systems:  in  Peru  (1993),  Argentina  and  Colombia 
(1994),  Uruguay  (1995),  Costa-Rica  (1996)  and  Mexico 
(1997). The old pay-as-you-go pension systems have been 
replaced  (totally  or  partially)  by private  pension  funds. 
When the Argentinean crisis of 2001-2002 broke out, the 
Argentinean  peso  collapsed,  leaving  millions  of  savers 
and  pensioners  with nothing.  Demonstrations  and then 
real riots seized Buenos Aires, causing the fall of two suc-
cessive  presidents  of  the  Republic  (Alfonso  Rodriguez 
Saá's term of office lasted only five days). With the adop-
tion of a funded pension system, millions of retirees will 
lose their savings in 2001-02.

The emergence of a new retirement model in 
Chile

Chile provides  a  good  example  of  this  drift.  Its  frag-
mented and unfair pension system is becoming increas-
ingly expensive and unsustainable. In 1981, it carried out 
a radical reform and abandoned the Bismarck model.  It 
broke away from the international standards set by ILO 
Convention 102 and invented a new model of social secu-
rity,  still  compulsory for  employees,  but  individualized, 
privatized  and funded (see  page  57).  Contributions  are 
paid  into  pension  funds  managed  by  private  for-profit 
companies in competition with each other. They are accu-
mulated in individual accounts. They constitute a capital 
that is owned by each insured person and freely available 
from a certain age. In spite of the doubts expressed by the 
ILO and others, this reform is first of all successful. The 
number of contributors, which had been constantly fall-
ing, was rising. The pension funds contribute to the priva-
tization  of  national  enterprises  and  obtain  enviable  re-
turns for some twenty years.  Chile,  with its strictly bal-
anced budget, is a model at a time when Latin America is 
experiencing an economic crisis with very high inflation 
and  massive  indebtedness.  (Sources:  Pensions  Observa-
tory)
15 years later, at the end of 2017, thousands of demonstra-
tors  in  Buenos  Aires are in the  streets  against a new 
pension purge voted by the deputies. This reform delays 
the  retirement  age  and  changes  the  calculation  for  the 
revaluation of pensions. In a country where galloping in-
flation has constantly eroded their purchasing power, pen-

sioners  find  themselves  forced  into  an  impoverishment 
that unleashes anger.

Brazil: 45 million striking workers in 2019
Events were taking place in 188 cities in Brazil's 27 states, 
the G1 site reported in the early evening. Unions reported 
45 million striking workers in 300 cities.
Everywhere illusions fall,  for the simple reason that the 
attack by capitalism to push back the retirement age to the 
antechamber of death is no longer to be demonstrated but 
to be fought.

Mexico is also being dragged into the global turmoil of 
deficits. According to the World Economic Forum, uncov-
ered  pension  liabilities  are  a  ticking  time  bomb.  They 
reached 70 trillion dollars in 2015, and could exceed 400 
trillion in 2050, including 137 trillion for the United States. 
Emerging countries are concerned by this drift. China and 
India  should  see  their  uncovered  retirement  needs  in-
crease by 7 and 10% per year.
The  new  President  Andrés  Manuel  López  Obrador 
(AMLO), elected at the end of 2018, has announced the in-
troduction of a universal pension in the short term, like E. 
Macron has announced in France.
“The first step taken by the new President is the establish-
ment of a universal retreat, similar to the one set up in 
Mexico City when he was governor. This will replace the 
current programs and double the amount of aid; it will be 
paid out without income conditions. Pensioners will now 
receive a pension of  1,200 pesos per month, double the 
current pension of 580 pesos, while the minimum age for 
access to this aid is raised to 68 (from 65), with the excep-
tion of indigenous peoples, who will still be able to receive 
it from the age of 65 - a measure that will be applied as of 
1 January 2019. The budget approved for 2019 provides 
for a 150% increase in the resources dedicated to this aid, 
from USD 2 billion to USD 5 billion - which should allow 
6.5  million  Mexican  pensioners  to  receive  this  pension; 
however, the budgeted resources do not allow for the pay-
ment of this pension to 8 million beneficiaries, as initially 
announced by the President. This measure has generally 
met with positive reactions,  although some criticism re-
mains about the windfall effect of the universal nature of 
the benefit: even the richest will be able to benefit from it.” 
(Sources: Ministry of Economy and Finance).

There is no illusion to be made in the medium and long 
term.

In  the  meantime,  the  governments  will  sell  us  a  Pro-
crustean illusion (1) under the cover of a new mutual-
ization  of  the  cost  of  the  so-called  Universal  pensions 
which consists in undressing Peter to dress Paul.

1) In Greek mythology, Procrustes is a robber who forced 
travelers to lie on a bed and made them fit it by stretching 
their limbs or cutting off the appropriate length of leg.

https://www.tresor.economie.gouv.fr/Articles/2019/02/05/le-systeme-de-retraite-mexicain
http://www.observatoire-retraites.org/les-retraites/profil-de-branche-donnees-effectifsemplois/les-retraites-en-amerique-latine/
http://www.observatoire-retraites.org/les-retraites/profil-de-branche-donnees-effectifsemplois/les-retraites-en-amerique-latine/
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In the EU countries, it is who will move fastest to skip any 
reference age for retirement and postpone the date of re-
tirement by law, while freezing or lowering pensions. This 
offensive by the capitalist class is being carried out in dif-
ferent ways in different countries.
Since the 1990s, European states have been attacking pen-
sion  systems:  in  Germany  the  “1992  reform”,  Italy  the 
Amato (1992) and Dini (1995) reforms; in France the Bal-
ladur reform (1993) and the Juppé plan (defeated by the 
social movement of 1995). Others such as the Netherlands, 
Ireland, Denmark and Spain concluded social pacts aimed 
at reforming pension systems according to the Maastricht 
criteria.
Since the  2000s,  measures against pensioners have been 
pursued, the milking will be from two sides: longer work-
ing  hours  for  retirement  and  a  freeze  on  pension  in-
creases.  The Spanish socialist  Zapatero sets  an example 
and extends the possibility of retiring from 65 to 67 years 
of  age and from 2010 abolishes  the  revaluation of  pen-
sions. In 2011 he will freeze the salaries of civil servants. 
Portugal will follow, Greece is in the same wake. Germany 
and France will follow. In France, president François Hol-
lande continues  the  reforms  of  his  predecessor  Nicolas 
Sarkozy.  The  latter  had  lengthened  by  six  quarters  the 
time of contribution between 2003 and 2019 to have a full 
pension. President Hollande also continues by increasing 
the contribution period by six quarters from 2020 to 2035. 
This means that employees born in 1973 will now be stuck 
at work until the age of 68.

The movement against the reform ‘Fillon II’ 
in 2010

The “Fillon I reform” (or “August 2003 Fillon Law”) in-
troduces a gradual transition of  the contribution period 
for all schemes, except special schemes, to 42 years. It was 
thus decided initially to align the contribution period for 
civil servants: it was thus extended from 37,5 years to 40 
years by 2008, at the rate of one semester (half year) per 
year.
The two Fillon reforms revealed the weakness of both the 
bourgeoisie  and  the  world  of  labor.  We  have  already 
shown the strength and weakness of the demonstrations 
against pension reform. (2) Notably that the trade unions 
were  always  the  only  ones  able  to  organize  significant 
demonstrations  throughout  France;  and the trade union 
strikes  are  trapped  because  they  bring  together  mainly 
professional demonstrators.
Begun in March 2010, the social movement against pen-
sion reform in France in  2010 mobilized several  million 
employees in the public and private sectors on eight occa-
sions. The immediate aim was to protest  against the in-
crease  in  the  legal  retirement  age  from  60  to  62  and 
against the increase in the age at which an employee is no 

2) See Le mouvement contre la réforme des retraites 
est aussi un mouvement contre la précarité et la 
pauperisation, Échanges n°134, autumn 2010).

longer penalized by the discount system from 65 to 67. 
The government is implementing an approach based on 
reducing public expenditure (pensions, health). The oppo-
sition considers this project to be socially unjust and eco-
nomically dangerous: instead, it wants to increase tax rev-
enues by eliminating tax loopholes and increasing manda-
tory contributions.
In Russia, it was during the period 2004-2005 that Presi-
dent Putin enforced the law known as the “monetariza-
tion of social benefits”; this law covers the benefits of pen-
sioners, veteran combatants, veterans of the Second World 
War and work invalids in particular.  It  is  also an attack 
against free public transport,  certain free medicines and 
telephone.  From the beginning of  January 2005,  the  re-
sponse of the Russian people will be impressive, with rad-
ical actions: blocking streets and roads. The demonstrators 
demand Putin's resignation, thus raising the question of 
power. In 2018 Putin, like his Western colleagues, attacks 
the age of retirement.  Major demonstrations  take place 
throughout the country on 28 July 2018. It is Prime Minis-
ter Dimitri Medvedev who announces that the threshold 
for retirement will be raised to 65 years for men by 2018 
and 63 years for women by 2034. This means eight more 
years for women and five more years for men.

The importance of the struggle against 
pension reforms

First  of  all,  this  struggle  affects  the  greatest  number  of 
people and is the most unifying in the world of labor, it in-
terests young people as well as older people (you are a se-
nior citizen from the age of 45). It transcends national bor-
ders and is common to both the private and public sec-
tors. It is directly political; it targets not only the state, but 
financial capital on a global scale. In France, the “battle of 
pensions” has had two strong points:
• the 1995 movement centered on the civil service, which 

was half-victorious since the Juppé project  was with-
drawn; 

• The 2010 movement against the Fillon II reform. 

The  Macron-Philippe  project  is  designed  to  attack  the 
Public Service and special schemes.

G.Bad, December 1, 2019

Recommended reading: the brochure by ‘Sud Éducation’: 
https://retraites.sudeducation.org/brochure/brochu
re-retraites.pdf

Source: La réforme des retraites c'est «le lit de 
Procuste»  
http://spartacus1918.canalblog.com/archives/2019/12/01/
37831485.html

Translation by H.C., January 2020

http://spartacus1918.canalblog.com/archives/2019/12/01/37831485.html
http://spartacus1918.canalblog.com/archives/2019/12/01/37831485.html
https://retraites.sudeducation.org/brochure/brochure-retraites.pdf
https://retraites.sudeducation.org/brochure/brochure-retraites.pdf
http://spartacus1918.canalblog.com/archives/2010/12/06/37830040.html
http://spartacus1918.canalblog.com/archives/2010/12/06/37830040.html
http://spartacus1918.canalblog.com/archives/2010/12/06/37830040.html
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loi_Fillon_(retraites)


State Capitalism: Historical Mistake or Means 
for proletarian Dictatorship?
A first reply to the IGCL on the ‘Fundamental Principles’

In the previous issue of this Digest we welcomed the IGCL’s intention of taking up a discussion on the nature and charac-
teristics of the transition period at the hand of our Introduction to the GIC’s ‘Fundamental Principles of Communist Pro-
duction and Distribution’, and published its statement on the issue (‘A Free Retriever’s Digest’ Vol.3#4, p.37). Here fol-
lows the first reply to the IGCL, by Fredo Corvo (‘Arbeidersstemmen’) in an open letter. We hope to pursue this discus -
sion with the IGCL’s response in the next issue, and encourage our readers to send in their appreciations, questions or  
propositions for this debate. The Editor.

Dear comrades of the International Group of the 
Communist Left,

Thank  you for  publishing in  Revolution  or  War 
no.  13 (October  2019)  a greater  part  of  my article 
The  G.I.C.  and  the  Economy  of  the  Transition  
Period.  An Introduction, not only in English, but 
also in Spanish and French. (1)  In your introductory 
notes, you recognize the discussion on the state of 
the period of transition between the Dutch and the 
Italian Communist Left and you exclude from a seri-
ous debate, as I  have done, the ‘communizers’.  At 
the same time these notes reveal some of your posi-
tions that cannot remain unanswered.

For the present period, you exclude  “from the com-
munist field any measure of state capitalism”. But in the 
same sentence you state “that capitalist measures may  
have been necessary for the class dictatorship in Russia”. 
I have no intention to remake history, and therefore I 
can only agree that  Lenin and the majority of the 
Bolshevik  Party  thought  state  capitalist  measures 
necessary. But were they? For the making of a com-
munist future, it is important to know for sure, with-
out ‘may be’, if state capitalist measures are a possi-
bility. A possibility that you didn’t only leave open 
in your introductory notes, but as well in your re-
cent  pamphlet  on  the  “Saving  the  Planet”-move-
ments. (2) To know for sure, we have the experience 
in  Russia  that  shows  that  “class  dictatorship”,  that 

1) On the Period of Transition between Capitalism and 
Communism, ‘RoW’ no. 13. This was published in ‘A Free 
Retriever’s Digest’ Vol. 3 Issue #4 October – 
December 2019 as well. The complete article can be read on 
the latter’s blog:  part 1, part 2 and is available there as a 
downloadable pdf. At the Left-dis website our introduc-
tion is also available in German, French and Dutch.

2) IGCL, “Saving the Planet” Requires the Destruction 
of the Capitalist State and the Exercise of the 
Dictatorship of the Proletariat! (September 20th, 
2019)

you rightly bring forward as the primary question, 
was absent in the 1920-ties. The elimination of the 
workers  from  controlling  the  factories,  in  total 
agreement with Lenin’s state-communist position in 
1917,  had already prepared the  counterrevolution, 
by  replacing  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat 
(through  the  councils,  an  organization  of  the 
masses) by that of the party (a minority). 

Of course this is a lesson that only could be learned 
after  the counterrevolutionary shift  of  power took 
place. But this lesson is actually still denied by many 
under  the  cover  of  juggling  with  the  words  ‘eco-
nomic’ and ‘political’, as you often do [yourselves]. 
Specially the ‘Bordigists’ defend the substitution of 
the power of the proletarian masses by the party as 
a  means  of  ‘holding  on’  till  the  world  revolution 
would continue and save the ‘proletarian bastion’. 
The question is not whether Lenin, in contradiction 
to his State and the Revolution, in the 1920s saw 
that state capitalism was non-socialist, but whether 
it was indeed as you claim “a means to fight small pro-
duction” or  a  means  to  maintain…   the  party  in 
power, as Lenin overtly declared. 

Instead of understanding class relations, you focus 
on ideas of that time: “Comrades may disagree with the  
measures taken by the Bolsheviks, but then it will be nec-
essary to take a position on the debates of that time. Did  
the  populists,  the  socialists-revolutionaries  or  the  Men-
sheviks  advance  more  appropriate,  more  revolutionary  
positions? For our part, we fully claim the positions of  
the Bolsheviks.” (RoW)

It is not the GIC or me who would like to make “ap-
preciations” about Lenin or the Bolsheviks, or even 
to remake history, it is the game of “RoW” to defend 
certain  positions  in  these  historical  debates.  If  we 
want  to  learn  something  from  these  debates,  we 
must first understand that the Bolshevik party as a 

http://igcl.org/Saving-the-Planet-Requires-the
http://igcl.org/Saving-the-Planet-Requires-the
http://igcl.org/Saving-the-Planet-Requires-the
http://www.left-dis.nl/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/05/13/the-gic-and-the-economy-of-the-transition-period-2/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/05/13/the-g-i-c-and-the-economy-of-the-transition-period-1/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2019/10/20/a-free-retrievers-digest-vol-3-4-october-december-2019/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2019/10/20/a-free-retrievers-digest-vol-3-4-october-december-2019/
http://igcl.org/On-the-Period-of-Transition
http://igcl.org/On-the-Period-of-Transition
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whole, at that time, was no longer proletarian inter-
nationalist as it was during the First World War, but 
had become the leading party of a state that exerted 
a real bourgeois dictatorship over the working class 
in Russia. As a bedazzled Lenin admitted in 1921: 

“The machine's slipping out of our hands. It's like some-
one's  at  the  steering  wheel,  but  the  machine  doesn't  go  
where he directs it to go, it goes where somebody else directs  
it,  something illegal,  unlawful,  coming from God  knows  
where,  some speculator, private capitalist or whoever.  The  
machine absolutely doesn't go where the driver wants it to  
go ... Who's leading who? I doubt very much that one can  
say, that the Communists run this machine. If one wants to  
tell the truth, then we don't lead it, but it leads us.”(3)

State capitalism has not been the result of Russia’s 
isolation, but has been the consequence of a theoret-
ical weaknesses, the crucial fault of identifying state 
capitalism with socialism, or with a measure on the 
way to socialism or world revolution. I believe men 
should not be judged on the basis of their ideas but 
on their actions and their position in the relations of 
production.  The  reverse  method is  idealism.  Only 
when we consider the possibilities of regroupment 
and we have to draw class lines, we should recog-
nize certain theoretical weaknesses as inevitable and 
within  the  proletarian  camp.  But  never  when  we 
draw  lessons  from  history.  RoW,  by  “defending” 
Lenin risks losing the vital lessons that the Commu-
nist Left has drawn from state capitalism, from the 
class - party - state substitutionism, from the need 
for  the future International  Party to be guided by 
the vanguard of regions still dominated by capital, 
and not by that of the proletarian citadel.

You believe that the question of the state in the pe-
riod of transition, of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, and what it means for leading production and 
distribution,  is  still  an  “open question”,  exactly like 
the ICC. As far as I  know, all  major organizations 
that refer to the Communist Left, except the nearly 
dead ICC, defend the positions of Marx and Engels 
on the association of free and equal producers , 
and the recognition that the councils are the finally 
found organizational form of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. That your “group does not have the means  
today to make a clear-cut statement” is no excuse; this is 
a question of priority, which you hide behind a sup-

3) Lenin, quoted by the GIC (1935-edition), Ch. II: The social-
democratic “revision” of Marxism, e) Waged work and 
state communism; Lenin, "Werke", Volume XVIII – 2, p. 35 
and 43.

posed ‘political’ question. You say reading my intro-
duction  reinforces  the  positions  of  Bilan.  You cite 
the GIC, suggesting that it is not very far from the 
direct  democracy  dear  to  anarchists  and anarcho-
syndicalists.  Well,  you  could  read  Lenin,  quoting 
him out of context, and accuse him of anarchism as 
well:  “Simultaneously  with  an  immense  expansion  of  
democracy, which for the first time becomes democracy for  
the poor, democracy for the people”. (4) Then you flee, 
being silent about the relationship between dictator-
ship and democracy, into the higher phases of com-
munism,  in  which  –  the  GIC agrees  –  democracy 
will be abolished with the abolition of classes and 
the state:  “A classless  society will  be  able  to  function  
harmoniously without the democratic mechanism”. How-
ever, the point is a different one: after the revolution, 
will  there  be  democracy  alongside  with  dictator-
ship, as Marx, Lenin and the GIC agree, and how 
about ‘the government over people’  and the ‘gov-
ernment over things’? The GIC is clear:  ‘the  gov-
ernment  over  people’ will  wither  away with the 
classes, the state, with dictatorship and with democ-
racy as  complementary aspects  of  the  state.  How-
ever,  democracy  as  a  form  of  ‘government  over 
things’  will  remain,  according to the GIC. Certain 
Bordigists,  and some councilists,  believe that  after 
the  revolution  there  is  only  dictatorship,  violence 
and terror, and no democracy whatsoever. I believe 
this is wrong, dangerous and in contradiction with 
Marx, Engels and Lenin. What is your position?

It is understandable that you couldn’t elaborate your 
positions in an introduction of one page to another 
introduction. I hope you find the time to continue 
this discussion on the state of the period of transi-
tion on the basis of what the GIC really meant. As in 
1916, the revolution may be nearer than we believe. 
You risk to be empty-handed towards a vital ques-
tion of proletarian revolution.

Fredo Corvo, January 10, 2020

4) Lenin ‘The State and Revolution’ , V. The economic ba-
sis of the withering away of the state, 2. The Transition 
from Capitalism to Communism. 

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/staterev/ch05.htm#s2
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/staterev/ch05.htm#s2


With Special Attention
Social revolts and imperialist war - A critical press review

. . . in selfies from internationalist websites
Since October an international wave of social struggles hit several countries all over the globe. This press review tries to 
show its reflection in websites that defend proletarian internationalism as understood by the Communist Left in its strug-
gle against the degeneration of the Comintern.

The group  Barbaria,  that mainly publishes in Spanish, 
translated  into  English  their  Balance  sheet  and 
perspective of the current proletarian struggles 
all over the world, (1)  a text that was reproduced by 
Třídní  Válka, and at Libcom  by  Guerre  de  Classe. (2) 
Without referring to other groups, larger parts of this text 
give an overview of a general agreement on the actual so-
cial struggles that seems to develop between most groups 
that refer to the Communist Left:
• The struggles are social  struggles,  because “stemming 
from the immediate, human needs of our class.”
• The different “immediate needs tend to generalize and go  
beyond the reason that caused the initial spark.”
• These social struggles may “open the historical perspec-
tive,  still  distant,  of  the  social  revolution,  of  communism.” 
However “an insurrectionary period would require a conscious  
determination,  a  program,  a  will  recognized by our class:  in  
short, a reversal of the praxis that needs a higher level of organi-
zation and that needs a party.”
• Catalonia is  not  included  in  these  social  struggles, 
seen a “process totally located on the terrain of national libera-
tion” and the “criterion for determining the nature of a move-
ment is not its violent or non-violent character (...) but what it  
denies and challenges: one nation State is not denied by build-
ing another. Kurdistan is another good example of this.”
As a general historic context, following elements are seen:
• “We are entering the beginning of an epochal change char-
acterized by the confrontation between the classes, putting an  

1) Barbaria, November 26, 2019. This group can be categorized 
as "anarcho-communist", referring to a wide range of politi-
cal currents, but not clearly to the Communist Left. 

2) Třídní Válka # Class War # Guerre De Classe  

end to the long retreat”, but when having to mention a year 
or even a decade, differences between sites show up. 
• “Capitalism has reached a dead end. We are entering a period  
of social revolution because capitalism is exhausted as ....” and 
here again differences. 
• “The  waves  of  struggle  that  emerge  worldwide”  (differ-
ences) have “a common protagonist: the old mole of the revolu-
tion that strongly claims its needs and interests.” 

• “What the movement says is important, but what the  
movement does  is  more  important now,  as  long as  the  
struggle  arises  from the  immediate  needs  of  our  class:  
something very different from the nationalist or political-
electoral struggles that move completely on the terrain of  
bourgeois politics.” 
It is however at this latter point, that – from struggle to 
struggle – differences in analyses show up, as seen before 
on the movement of ‘Yellow Vests’. With some simplifica-
tion it is the difference between those that, because of its 
social  composition,  declare  a  movement  proletarian,  in-
cluding the growing unemployed part of the population, 
and those that, because of its slogans and demands (what 
its  says  and  ...  does),  call  it  inter-class  –  with  possibly 
some proletarian tendencies, as I would describe the ‘Yel-
low Vests’  –  or  proletarian,  or  bourgeois.  Barbaria ex-
cludes  Catalonia for  its  explicit  aim  of  independence 
from Madrid, but mentions  Hong Kong in its summing 
up of social struggles.  But don’t demonstrators in Hong 
Kong agree upon the demand to maintain independence 
from mainland China? 
To be clear, for Barbaria “That is why the questions of theo-
retical and programmatic clarification are so important today”,  
and it is for this reason this review of the ‘press’ is writ-
ten. Time to go into detail. But therefore I have to address 
other sites.

1 Hong Kong and the limits of 
inter-class revolts

Contrary to Barbaria, the International Communist Cur-
rent (ICC) and the International Communist Party (ICP) 
were very clear from the start on the inter-class character 
of the street protests in Hong Kong. See the section  Se-
lected Articles & News Feeds in  Vol.2 #4 of ‘A Free 
Retriever’s Digest’(pages 6 and 7) and the excellent ar-

ticle of the ICP (Le Prolétaire), starting on its back cover, (3) 
from which the essential analysis is as follows: “The social  
extent and duration of this movement show that its causes are  
much deeper than the mere opposition to a bill: they are social  
causes.  (...)  Just  like  similar  movements  in  other  countries,  
Hong Kong’s  movement  is  not  the  signal  for  the  proletarian  
class struggle yet (...). For this, it will imperatively have to free  

3) A Widespread but Inter-Class Movement - ‘Le Prolétaire’ on 
the popular protests in Hong Kong (August 14, 2019)

https://afreeretriever.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/191020-a-free-retrievers-digest-nr-04.pdf
https://afreeretriever.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/191020-a-free-retrievers-digest-nr-04.pdf
http://barbaria.net/2019/11/26/balance-sheet-and-perspective-of-the-current-proletarian-struggles-all-over-the-world/
http://barbaria.net/2019/11/26/balance-sheet-and-perspective-of-the-current-proletarian-struggles-all-over-the-world/
http://barbaria.net/2019/11/26/balance-sheet-and-perspective-of-the-current-proletarian-struggles-all-over-the-world/
https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/
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itself from the popular or national coalitions of which it is pris-
oner, break with its subordination to bourgeois and petty bour-
geois orientations, and find its class weapons again by unifying  
its struggles across the borders.” 
The ICC - as often - used a remarkably idealist argument 
in its article  Massive street protests in Hong Kong: 
Democratic illusions are a dangerous trap for the 
proletariat :(4) “No matter how massive they were and no  
matter  how  many  workers  participated  in  them,  the  street  
protests were not a manifestation of working class struggle. In  
Hong Kong the proletariat was  not engaged in a struggle  as 
an autonomous class. On the contrary: the workers of Hong  
Kong were completely overwhelmed by and drowned in a mass  
of citizens.”  (bold by us) Unsurprisingly, not understand-
ing the process of organization and consciousness of the 
proletariat  from  class  in  itself to  class  for  itself, the  ICC 
shows no perspective.
The  ICT, in an general article on several  inter-class strug-
gles, signed ER, Global Protests: The Relentless Cap-
italist Crisis Demands the Overthrow of the Sys 
tem, (5) mentions the struggles in Hong Kong between oth-
ers as “mass street protests (...) spreading across several sec-
tions of the population (...) mass protests-cum-rebellions which  
have no clear class character (...). In and of themselves they can-
not come up with a solution. For a start, the very quality that  
initially poses a threat to the existing political set-up: their di-
verse social and class interests ensure that eventually the move-
ment will crack, leaving the working class and the dispossessed  
feeling  betrayed  whilst  the  downwardly  mobile  professional  
classes and petty bourgeois end up as supporters of the new rul-
ing elite. An even worse and real possibility is that the whole  
movement descends into nationalism and any working class ele-
ment becomes subsumed to local capitalist interests, in which  
case the potential for international working class solidarity and  
the possibility of extending the international revolutionary po-
litical organization is  undermined.  (The protests  in Lebanon,  
Iraq,  and Ecuador for  example,  are  replete  with national  flag  
waving.)” From this analysis the ICT shows its perspective: 
“to  put  forward  an  internationalist,  class  perspective.  This,  
without any illusions about being able to change the direction of  
current  protests,  but  with  the  perspective  of  having  an orga-
nized presence in the wider struggles yet to come. This is not a  
pious hope. In Chile there were some attempts to set up local  
committees to coordinate the struggle in working class districts  
whilst in Iran last year Haft Tapeh workers were calling for the  
re-establishment of workers’ councils.” (27-10-2019) 
Not being able to go into the national details of all social 
struggles of the last months, (6) I will focus here on some 
general features.

2 Chile, violence
With an  article  on  Chile:  The dictatorship/democracy 
alternative is a dead-end,  signed “ICC,  November  1  

4) ICC Online, August 4, 2019.
5) ICT, October 30, 2019.
6) The ICP (Le Prolétaire) has published excellent analyses of 

the social revolts in several countries, all well documented 
and substantiated. [See the ‘Articles Selection’ on page 3 
ff.]

2019”, (7) this organization announced a text on “the emer-
gence of  numerous social  movements  in several  countries  on  
different  continents:  Lebanon,  Iraq,  Ecuador,  Bolivia,  Haiti,  
Guinea, Algeria.” The fact that it lasted until the last days 
of November before it could publish “Popular revolts” 
are  no  answer  to  world  capitalism’s  dive  into 
crisis and misery, (8)  signed “Silvio”, means  that  the 
ICC as  a  whole  (i.e.  its  central  organs)  didn’t  explicitly 
give its agreement on the analyses, exactly as in the case 
of the ICT. The document still reflects the general attitude 
of the ICC. The introduction sets the tone by distinguish-
ing three ‘worlds’: 
“In the ‘rich’ countries, planned job losses in the near future  
are piling up, particularly in Germany and Britain. Some so-
called ‘emergent’ countries such as  Brazil, Argentina, Tur-
key, are already in recession with all that this implies for the  
aggravation of the living conditions of the proletariat. As to the  
countries that are neither ‘rich’ nor ‘emergent’, their situ-
ation  is  even  worse.  The  non-exploiting  elements in  these  
places are plunged into an endless misery. These latter countries  
particularly  have  recently  been  the  theatre  of  popular  move-
ments ... Such movements have taken place in Chile, Ecuador,  
Haiti, Iraq, Iran, Algeria and Lebanon.” (Bold by us)
By putting Chile  on one line with Haiti,  the ICC clearly 
fails in its effort a finding an economic basis for its differ-
entiation between countries with potential dominance of 
“working class”, “proletariat”  and “non-exploiting elements”. 
According  to  Wikipedia “Chile  is  one  of  South  America’s  
most stable and prosperous nations, leading Latin American na-
tions  in  human  development,  competitiveness,  income  per  
capita, globalization, economic freedom, and low perception of  
corruption. Since July 2013, Chile is considered by the World  
Bank as a ‘high-income economy’.” (9)
The aforementioned article on Chile, “written by our com-
rades in Latin America”, is right to state “The idea that Chile  
was supposed to be an ‘exception’ in Latin America through its  
economy or the so-called ‘well-being’ of its working class is ex-
posed as a lie.”  But this doesn’t mean that  Chile is at the 
level of Haiti. Workers in Spain and even France and the 
UK might recognize themselves in the ‘Neo-liberal’ situa-
tion of workers in Chile, that the article continues to de-
scribe: “average wages of 368 euros a month, generalized pre-
carious working, the disproportionate cost of food and services,  
shortages in education, health and pensions which condemn re-
tired workers to poverty.   This is the reality which shows the  
growing degradation of living conditions of the working class  
and the whole of the population.” 

2.1 Divisions in the proletariat, different worlds?
This example might demonstrate that the distinction the 
ICC makes within the Marxian concept of ‘working class’ 
(or its other term ‘proletariat’) between “workers”  (proba-
bly the ICC means workers with permanent jobs), “prole-
tarians” (unemployed?) and “non-exploiting elements” (this 
can mean anything from petty bourgeois and peasants to 
the ‘lumpen’) is not only arbitrary but also non-Marxist 

7) ICC – Online, November 15, 2019.
8) ICC – International Review, November 28, 2019.
9) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chile#Economy     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chile#Economy
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16772/popular-revolts-are-no-answer-world-capitalisms-dive-crisis-and-misery
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16772/popular-revolts-are-no-answer-world-capitalisms-dive-crisis-and-misery
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16772/popular-revolts-are-no-answer-world-capitalisms-dive-crisis-and-misery
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16762/dictatorshipdemocracy-alternative-dead-end
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16762/dictatorshipdemocracy-alternative-dead-end
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-10-30/global-protests-the-relentless-capitalist-crisis-demands-the-overthrow-of-the
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-10-30/global-protests-the-relentless-capitalist-crisis-demands-the-overthrow-of-the
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and dangerous because it makes concessions to the now 
out-fashioned bourgeois ideology of the ‘Third World’ that 
would save workers in  the  former ‘industrialized coun-
tries’ from the misery in the ‘second’ (Russian Bloc) and 
‘third world’ (former colonial countries). In its introduc-
tion and conclusion to its article on Chile (see footnote 7), 
the ICC repeats its old myth of “the proletariat of the central  
countries of capitalism, that would bear “the great responsibil-
ity incumbent on, the most experienced when it comes to the  
traps laid by the bourgeoisie.”  Or, as it continues even in the 
form of an absolute precondition: “the only force capable of  
showing the way towards the autonomous struggle of the world  
working class.”  Here we can see that for the ICC nothing 
has  changed in the  last  100 years  since the  days of  the 
Comintern when the German and Dutch Communist Left 
claimed this function for the proletariat of Europe against 
the backwardness of Russia where the workers were sup-
ported by masses of landless peasants. 
The reality of world capitalism is that of one world of the 
proletariat, of ever greater masses dispossessed from their 
means  of  production,  transformed  into  proletarians 
(workers), without capitalism being able to integrate the 
majority  into its productive apparatus. Precarious work-
ing  conditions  undermine  the  position  of  ‘permanent’ 
workers. In several countries this process advances at dif-
ferent  speeds. Dependent  on  bourgeois  state  policies 
(Neo-liberalism), the degree of industrialization and em-
ployment, the proportion of employed workers within the 
population, experiences with struggles and organization, 
the resulting class consciousness in the proletariat  is dif-
ferent. Communists should analyze the generalization of 
conditions that world capitalism brings about and in how 
far this favors the generalization of proletarian struggles 
towards more and more class autonomy, understood as a 
process, and not as a precondition to proletarian struggles. 
Within  its  dogmatic  framework,  neither  in  its  article 
signed “ICC, November 1” (footnote 7), nor in that signed 
“Silvio,  November  17” (footnote  8),  the  ICC  recognized 
what conflicted with its ‘theory’: the emergence of general 
assemblies  (GA’s)  during  the  social  struggles  in  Chile, 
may be because they didn’t conform to the ICC’s ‘ideal’ of 
‘pure’  autonomy.  However,  already  in  its  article  signed 
“27-10-2019”, (see footnote 5) the ICT, or at least comrade 
ER, did recognize the GA’s: “In Chile there  were some at-
tempts to set up local committees to coordinate the struggle in  
working class districts whilst in Iran last year Haft Tapeh work-
ers were calling for the re-establishment of workers’ councils.”  
We’ll come back to Haft Tapeh later.

2.2 Chile: General Assemblies
More  on  self-organization  in  Chile  can  be  found  in 
“[Chile] Territorial assemblies: autonomous organs 
created  by the  community  in struggle”,  an  article 
translated  into  German  by  the  blog  Kosmoprolet, who 
mentions  Vamos hacia la vida as its source (“a blog that  
was born from the need to disseminate the materials that  are  
emerging in the heat of the revolt in the Chilean region during  
the spring of 2019”). The origin I found is however Třídní  

Válka. (10)  I  quote  from the  English  translation  by  Los 
Amigos de la Guerra de Clases:
“The first fruits to be yielded from the fertile terrain of the in-
surrection  in  Chile  are  the  territorial  assemblies,  instances  
which are self-organized by the inhabitants of the whole coun-
try, as a channel for resolving the immediate needs of the strug-
gle, and for its propagation. In them, the measures, prospects  
and  demands  of  this  movement  are  being  debated.  In  many  
cases, with a character that is strongly anti-institutional and op-
posed to party-politics. The assemblies reflect, in an embryonic  
form, the real need of the proletariat to equip itself with organs  
of power representative of the class, that defend and impose its  
necessities until the last breath without compromising with the  
political establishment. (...) the assemblies are the autonomous  
expression of the community that self-organizes its needs and  
its struggle against the State and Capital. That’s why its func-
tionality  CANNOT  be  spent  up  in  petitions  or  in  the  con-
stituent assembly. (...)   The Pandora’s box of social revolution  
has started to open and the task of creating territorial power has  
been put on the agenda. This has set off the alarms throughout  
the political establishment, from the Left to the Right, the en-
tirety of  bourgeois  institutionality has pulled strings to  wipe  
out or co-opt these autonomous instances of  organization.  Its  
main strategy is to lead the movement into its narrow frame-
work of political representation, for this it has placed the ‘cabil-
dos’ at its disposal [“town hall meetings”] that systematize the  
demands and ‘raise’ the petitions. Here the State is the only pos-
sible interlocutor and the possibilities of dialogue begin and end  
with the solutions it can give us. Let’s not allow the assemblies  
to become conveyor belts of the State.
(...) it is necessary and URGENT that these assemblies be ex-
tended to the workplaces, mainly to the strategic pro  ductive sec-
tors. That they posit the radical questioning of the capitalist way  
of life to its final consequences and that the prospects of produc-
tion be transferred from infinite capitalization to the satisfaction  
of human needs. Historical examples such as the Cordons In-
dustriales or the Comandos Comunales can be vital in order  
to grasp the transition which we are seeing out. No change will  
be  possible  if  we,  the  workers,  do not  hold in our hands the  
power over the means of survival and of production, if we do not  
empower ourselves with the wealth we generate in order to de-
cide  ‘how’  and ‘for  what  reason’  to  produce.  It  is  not  about  
learning how to govern and self-manage Capital; it is about cre-
ating a new way of life. The whole economy depends on us and  
they will tremble when they understand that we have come to  
realize that.

History has shown us that the State, as a way of guaranteeing  
living  conditions,  will  always  be  a  way  of  guaranteeing  the  
domination of one class by another, of perpetuating  Capitalism.  
With or without a change of constitution, the State will always  
watch over the perpetuation of exploitation, leaving intact the  
real bases of everything: private property and wage labor. In the  
heat of this struggle, we are creating our own tools to depose the  
existent and forge a new world. The prelude to revolution has al-
ready begun.
ALL POWER TO THE TERRITORIAL ASSEMBLIES!” (Un-
derlined by us)

10) Třídní Válka, October 30, 2019 (Page under construction).

https://hacialavida.noblogs.org/post/2019/11/09/asambleas-territoriales-organos-autonomos-creados-por-la-comunidad-en-lucha/
https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/protestas-en-chile-en/
https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/protestas-en-chile-en/
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Here we see that, in a positive and concrete way, both the 
ICT (by mentioning  Haft Tapeh  in Iran) and an unknown 
group in Chile make clear why it is important to the social 
struggle for employed proletarians, at the work places, to 
come into movement,  and that they call for it.  By con-
trast, the ICC denies the efforts made in Chile, in Iran, (In-
dia constitutes another example, as I will show). The pro-
letariat,  in  an  imaginary “Third  World”,  is  expected  to 
wait for the workers in the old and former industrial cen-
ters to come to save these “non-exploiting elements” in-
stead  of  advancing  its  struggles.  We should  clearly  say 
what this attitude is: it is a new edition of Menshevism to-
wards a part of the world proletariat that is a supposed to 
be “Third World”. At the same time the ICC spreads pro-
paganda for a new edition of the disregards by the “work-
ers  aristocracy”  towards  the “underdeveloped”  and 
“primitive”  proletariat  that  doesn’t  enjoy  bourgeois 
democracy nor the crumbs from super-profits of monop-
oly capital. To be clear, the idea that the proletariat in the 
richer countries is  safe from the attacks of a crisis-ridden 
capitalism, is a sheer illusion that should be vehemently 
fought by communists. 

2.3 Grumpy old men
What the ICC does recognize in the social struggle all over 
the world are the dangers of bourgeois ideology, mainly 
democracy and nationalism, dangers that are understood 
and fought by others as well, and even better. We should 
realize that bourgeois ideology will  influence the prole-
tariat for a long time, even after the revolution, and that as 
communists generally we should fight bourgeois ideology 
by propaganda, that is mainly negative in the sense that it 
denounces  the  bourgeoisie,  reacts  to  what  it  does  and 
says. But in contrast to these general situations of capital-
ist ‘normality’, where propaganda is most functional, the 
main chances to beat bourgeois ideology are in open class 
struggle, most of all when the bourgeoisie shows its weak-
nesses, when the bourgeoisie is obliged to reveal its class 
interest, certainly when the initiative is on the proletarian 
side. This is why in such a situation, even when, and ex-
actly because the workers at work are still hesitating, an 
effective, concrete, understandable communist agitation is 
essential, showing the next step, speaking out clearly what 
the class thinks and says in a still confused way. The ac-
tual social struggles are for greater part such a situation. 
Knowing the history of class struggle, as communists we 
know from events before the outbreak of the Russian and 
German Revolutions that  movements  in  which soldiers, 
the young and women are prominent - as actually can be 
seen in bigger parts of the world – show unique chances 
for movements of the workers in their working places. 
As arguments for the need of a movement of the work-
ers in their working places, the ICT in its text of October 
27 (“Global Protests …”, footnote 5) warned against the “fo-
cus on getting rid of established ‘elites’ in the hope of creating a  
more just world” followed by five paragraphs on the mean-
ing  of  capitalism,  its  historic  and  actual  crisis,  and  the 
need  of  an internationalist  proletarian  perspective.  I  al-
ready cited above the  arguments given in “[Chile] Ter-
ritorial  assemblies:  autonomous organs created by the 
community in struggle” (footnote 10).

Reading the articles of the ICC one is struck by the nega-
tive tone – like that of  grumpy old men who lost contact 
with  the  outside  world  –  with  titles  like  (find  the  old 
men’s words) “‘Popular revolts’ are no answer to world capit-
alism’s  dive  into  crisis  and  misery”  and “The  
dictatorship/democracy alternative is a dead-end”,  and head-
ings  as “Exasperation  faced  with  the  plunge  into  yet  more  
misery”, “The  impotence  of  these  movements;  the  repression  
and  manoeuvres  of  the  bourgeoisie”, “The  trilogy  of  inter-
classism, democratic demands,  and blind violence.” The gen-
eral impression that a reader gains from these articles is 
one  of  the  ICC’s  own desperation,  projected  into  these 
movements. (11) It identifies these movements of resistance 
against capital  and the state,  with the decomposition of 
capitalism and even the  ‘lumpen’.  It  condemns the  vio-
lence with which these social struggles attacked the forces 
of repression, and does so in the name of working class vi-
olence. This concept remains an empty abstraction, leav-
ing nothing behind with its readers than pacifism. If the 
ICC had recognized the tendencies towards autonomous 
organization, where workers can discuss how best to use 
violence  in  their  class  interests,  it  would  have  had  the 
chance to explain what proletarian class violence actually 
and concretely means — as I will show further in this arti-
cle when we deal with Iraq and Iran.

3 The strike at General Motors in the USA
An  important  link  between  the  Maquiladora strikes  in 
Mexico and strikes in the  USA has been analyzed by the 
Bordigist splinter from Florence in The Strike at General 
Motors: (12):

“Canada and Mexico play important parts in Auto manufactur-
ing in North America. Mexico makes many of the parts to be as-
sembled in the United States   so the finished product can be  
marketed as ‘American made’. Canadian auto manufacturing is  
much more integrated into the much larger  American market  
with many parts and assembly plants located in the Canadian  
[province] of Ontario  just across the Windsor River from the  
center of American production in Detroit, Michigan.”

And: 

“48,000  members  of  the  United  Auto  Workers  of  America  
(UAW),  the  regime  union representing  Auto  Workers  in  the  
United States, went on an unexpected strike at General Motors  

11) The same is true for a website near to the ICC, Interna-
tionalist Voice, that in Street Protests and the 
Barbarism of Capitalism: Long Live Class Struggle! 
brings forwards its own version of Third World-ism: “Met-
ropolitan capitalism is attempting to shift the burden of this 
catastrophe to peripheral capitalist countries in order to ensure 
they shoulder the most destructive impacts of this ruinous transi-
tion.” Apart from this theoretical weakness, it is very disap-
pointing to see that when Int. Voice in the past gave de-
tailed information about class struggle in Iran, it is satisfied 
now with perspectives consisting of mere generalities and 
an idealist vision on class autonomy.

12) “The Communist Party” Issue 16, November - December 
2019: http://www.international-communist-
party.org/English/TheCPart/PDF/TCP_016.pdf  
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An internationalist Articles Selection & Review 33 

from the 16th of September to the 25th of October. (...) The con-
tract which came out of the strike negated the strikers’ desires  
articulated on the picket lines above. Multiple tiers of pay con-
tinue,  temporary work remains temporary rather than perma-
nent,  health care  costs  and risks  are  being dumped upon the  
workers. The contract was accepted by a 57% to 43% margin.  
The success was ensured through a number of bribes such as ty-
ing bonuses to yes vote. The failure of the strike is being widely  
presented as a case of greed and betrayal by the company and  
union officials.” 

The article  clearly  shows that  the  UAW is  a  state  trade 
union –  names it  a  ‘regime union’  – that  sabotages  the 
strikers’ efforts to achieve unity of temporary and perma-
nent workers. The two arguments mentioned in the article 
not to speak of ‘betrayal’ of the trade union are correct. 
But when the ICP (“Florence”) strives towards a working 
class union against the state union, we recognize the aspi-
ration of this “Party” (in reality a small group) to get, as 
they themselves say,  “recognition from workers  in struggle  
that they are the real alternative leadership in the struggle and  
to achieve the possibility of effectively jointly organizing an op-
position to regime unionism.” This seems to us an attempt to 
replace one minority leadership with another.  I was even 
more surprised to read on the ‘working class union’: “This  
‘Coordination’  can’t  be  built  on  a  party  basis.  It  can’t  be  a  
united front of parties – of any nature – but a united front of  
militant workers for class unionism. To keep it’s own nature it  
has to be open only to workers, employed and unemployed, not  
to members of other classes or social strata.” Limiting these ac-
tion committees (or whatever minority organizations call-
ing for struggles are named) to only workers is at best a 
concession to the aversion to politics. At worst, it is a trick 
with which these Bordigists try to keep out ‘competing’ 
international  communists.  Tragically,  the  Third  Interna-
tional has used this ‘workerism’ to eliminate the interna-
tional  communists  around  Bordiga  in  the  Communist 
Party of Italy and to replace them with elements that were 
willing to follow Moscow at all cost. (13)

4 Factory occupation at Honda Manesar, India
It’s not only the strikes of automobile workers in Mexico 
and in the United States that have been at the forefront of 
class struggle.  All  over the world the fall of automobile 
sales, combined with the need of huge capital investments 
in the development of e-cars,  have forced enterprises to 
put pressure on the workers, most dramatically by mass 
redundancies, like those at the scooter and motorcycle fac-
tory  Honda Manesar in India. The London-based group 
Angry Workers of the World published two articles writ-
ten by Indian comrades of Faridabad Majdoor Samachar 
(“Faridabad Workers’ News”):

“There  are  in total  around 4,000 workers  employed,  2,500 of  
them through contractor. The plant has an annual capacity of  
1.5 million units. Output has recently been cut by 50 per cent.  
The temps are paid around Rs 14,000 per month, while the per-
manents get four to five times as much. Although this wage gap  
has proven to be a fairly reliable tool of  divide and rule,  cur-

13) Based on Dutch language comments to the article by ICP 
(Florence), published on the blog Arbeidersstemmen.

rently permanent workers are disgruntled due to delayed pay  
negotiations.  They  express  solidarity  with  the  action  of  the  
temps.”

On November 5th 1,500  workers with a ‘temporal’ status 
for years started a sit-in in the factory against their dis-
missal, that lasted 15 days. See for more the article with a 
discussion  at  the  Libcom  Forum: Factory occupation! 
Temporary and permanent Honda workers in Manesar, 
India. An update New Axis, New terrain, New Milieu 
can be found at Faridabad Workers’ News. The discussion 
has been on whether this factory occupation is a tactical 
means for extending the struggle amongst workers of the 
gigantic industrial zone near New Delhi, and how effec-
tive this could be, or even if it can “deal with the means to  
produce and find new ways to develop collective knowledge”?  
Moreover it was about the function of historic experience 
of the working class, compared to experiences at a more 
local level, or if you wish ‘programmatic tradition’ versus 
‘workerism’. Anyway, my impression after the ‘de-occupa-
tion’ is that of a defeat, from which the workers in India 
and worldwide can learn that a sit-in at work in general is 
not a means for an extension of struggles. The comrades 
in India, and may be those in London, may feel different 
about this. Anyway, something the bourgeoisie is learning 
of  these  struggles  by  workers  without  permanent  con-
tracts, is the need of their containment by trade unionism. 
The  IWW – that  Angry Workers has joined – may experi-
ence a repetition of their being overtaken by state union-
ism when, before World War 2 the predecessors of  AFL–
CIO started to organize workers at the base of industry in-
stead  of  craft.  It  would  not  be  surprising  when  in  the 
present period by state unions start organizing precarious 
workers, as actually happens in the Netherlands.

5 Middle East, center of energy production, 
theater of imperialist war and proletarian 

struggles
An important struggle  took place in November in  Iran, 
which  at  first  glance  is  similar  to  the  protests  in  other 
countries. From South America to the Middle East I see 
angry masses taking to the streets against rising prices. In 
Lebanon,  joint demonstrations by a large section of the 
population overcame the religious divisions on which the 
super-rich upper class bases its  power.  Striking teachers 
have played a role in the protests, but the movement has 
not (yet) taken on a workers’ character. On the other hand, 
the riots of the unemployed in Iraq are carried by young 
students without jobs and former volunteers who fought 
against the ‘Islamic State’  and returned from the battle-
field only to find that the proletariat has to make do with 
less and less money and that the most basic public ser-
vices, such as water and electricity, are lacking. These  re-
volted young people are turning against their “own” Shi-
ite clergy, against the ruling Shiite politicians and against 
the Shiite militias supported by neighboring Iran. (14) The 

14) See also on Iraq a remarkable text “from the comrades of in-
ternational struggle, Internationalist Proletarians Mid-
dle East, November 2019”, From #Baghdad to #Beirut, 
no Shia and no Sunni, let’s continue the struggle, 
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demonstrations, the riots and the revolt in Lebanon and 
Iraq make the Ayatollah regime fear  that these protests 
and riots will continue to spread to Iran itself. This is all 
the more true as the workers in Iran continue their strug-
gle  against  non-payment  of  wages,  especially  at  the 
Azarab  factory  in  Arak  (West  Iran),  Hepco and  Haft  
Tapeh (known for its workers council). With a rise in fuel 
prices, the regime in Iran itself has given the starting sig-
nal. There was a chance that the struggle in Iran would go 
beyond the  stage  of  a  popular  uprising  as  soon as  the 
workers,  like  they  did  before  (Workers  council  at  Haft  
Tapeh), would intervene in the struggle and reorganize it 
through general and mass workers meetings in the streets, 
elected  committees  and  workers’  councils  to  coordinate 
the mass struggle and focus it  on their own proletarian 
goals.

From the neo-democratic  supporters of  the  Shah to  the 
guerrillas of the Mujaheddin-Khalq,  from the (ultra-)left 
bourgeois to the Neo-liberal and ultra-democratic opposi-
tion in exile, everyone argued that the Ayatollah regime 
must  disappear.  The  left  bourgeoisie   even  demanded 
strikes  to  achieve  this.  But  the  Iranian  working  class 
would do well to ask itself what will replace this regime. 
If there is a regime change, the answer speaks for itself: 
Another regime – whether it adorns itself in a democratic, 
socialist or monarchist cloak or a combination thereof – 
would be the continuation of the power of capital under 
the watchful eye of the army leadership, probably also of 
the corrupt and all-powerful Revolutionary Guard Corps 
and, in any case,  of the torture and a murderous secret 
service. This was the case with the fall of the Shah regime 
in 1979, when the striking workers were persuaded to re-
turn to work. Meanwhile, the mullahs disarmed the “peo-
ple”. Then they unleashed their terror, supported by the 
army, the secret services and the West, which oversaw the 
subsequent massacre of thousands of socialist and com-
munist-minded proletarians. Never again! (15)

Since December 2017 we have seen five waves of proletar-
ian struggle in the Middle East. (16) The protests, riots and 
revolts since October 2019 promise a mass movement that 

that concludes as follows: “From our region the participation 
of the proletariat in Turkey, Israel and Iran… blocks the possibili-
ties of the capitalist war and pushes our international class war 
towards a better perspective. Down with exploitation and oppres-
sion… Down with war… Down with capitalism… For the con-
tinuation of the class war all over the World.”

15) Based on Solidarität mit Protesten und Streiks im 
Iran on the German language blog Arbeiterstimmen, No-
vember 24, 2019. The text has also been distributed as a 
leaflet in Dutch language.

16) For lessons learned, see Iran: What after the 
repression of the Haft Tapeh workers and the 
steelworkers in Ahvaz? (Libcom, December 24, 2018). 
For an introductory summary see ‘Theses on the 2018 
proletarian struggles in the Near and Middle East 

can make the world tremble on its foundations. When can 
these perspectives become reality? On the occasion of the 
1905  Russian  Revolution,  Rosa  Luxemburg  pointed  out 
that proletarian mass movements can absorb the lessons 
of the previous movement after each relapse in a new on-
slaught on the power of the state. The most important slo-
gans for the actual situation are:

• Extend the struggle of the unemployed proletarians to 
the enterprises, to the workers and finally the oil industry.

• Understand  that  the  working  class  is  international, 
against any nationalism, against any division according to 
religion, gender, language, etc.

• End  the  imperialist  wars  by  directing  the  weapons 
against our exploiters and oppressors who are driving the 
young generation into ever-changing imperialist conflicts.

The riots in Iran have shown again – and I repeat from 
lessons of the former five waves of struggle – the need for 
a  working  class  answer  to  confront  state  repression  by 
arming itself.

In such a  "situation it is of utmost importance that only the  
workers organized in councils will be armed and that the work-
ers will not rely on any protection promised by insurgent army  
units such as the military police COPCON in the Portuguese  
Carnation ‘revolution’, by ‘socialist’ police forces such as those  
of Commissioner Eichhorn and the ‘People’s Marine Division’  
in the failed German Revolution of 1918-1923.” (17)

It is significant that the growing tensions of inter-imperi-
alist war in the Middle East after the invasion by  Turkey 
in Northern Syria, after the search for another boss by the 
mercenaries of the  Kurdish YPG, the regroupment  of the 
USA to  ‘defend’  the  oilfields  in  the  North of  Syria,  the 
menace  of  confrontations  between  Russian  troops  and 
Turkish troops – still  part of NATO – that all  these ten-
sions diminished during the riots in Iran. All imperialists, 
from China and Russia – the new ‘Axis’  that more and 
more integrates Iran – to Syria, from the opposite imperi-
alists the USA, Saudi-Arabia and Israel, to a Turkey and a 
Europe that have not yet decided which side to take, they 
all held their breath for what could  develop into a new 
February and October 1917, a new November 1918, end-
ing imperialist war.  Once the danger for capital was over, 
the bombardments of Idlib started a new phase in these 
ever and ever more destructive imperialist confrontations.

Fredo Corvo, December 19, 2019

and their prospects’ on A Free Retriever’s  blog.
17) From the conclusion of the balance sheet ‘Iran: What after 

the repression of the Haft Tapeh workers and the steel -
workers in Ahvaz?’, fragment beneath “What freedom? 
What kind of peace? We want the workers' revolution!” (See 
footnote 16). Some corrections of language.

https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2019/01/03/theses-on-the-2018-proletarian-struggles-in-the-near-and-middle-east/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2019/01/03/theses-on-the-2018-proletarian-struggles-in-the-near-and-middle-east/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2019/01/03/theses-on-the-2018-proletarian-struggles-in-the-near-and-middle-east/
http://libcom.org/blog/iran-what-after-repression-haft-tapeh-workers-steelworkers-ahvaz-24122018
http://libcom.org/blog/iran-what-after-repression-haft-tapeh-workers-steelworkers-ahvaz-24122018
http://libcom.org/blog/iran-what-after-repression-haft-tapeh-workers-steelworkers-ahvaz-24122018
https://arbeidersstemmen.files.wordpress.com/2019/11/2019-11-23pamfletiran.pdf
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2019/11/24/solidaritaet-mit-protesten-und-streiks-im-iran/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2019/11/24/solidaritaet-mit-protesten-und-streiks-im-iran/
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This is not to mention Moscow's concern about the 
constant hesitations and changes in Turkish govern-
ment  policy  on  the  Pax  Siriana,  on  the  Iraqi  and 
Lebanese crises, and the end of its entanglement in 
Rojava.

6. So are we on the dangerous road towards an open 
world conflict, with the two imperialist giants face to 
face with each other at the head of their respective 
allies, or are we "only" in the presence of a worrying 
military escalation that might set an important re-
gion alight without going beyond its political bor-
ders? Obviously we can give no definite answer at 
the moment. Yet the fact is that, even if the least seri-
ous option came about, and even worse, if we ended 
up in the most serious situation, the task of revolu-
tionaries would be to speed up the construction of 
the international revolutionary party: a) to avoid a 
third world conflict, b) to prevent millions of prole-

tarians from entering the imperialist game as "can-
non fodder" for this or that imperialism, c) to give 
the international proletariat a reference point, a po-
litical  weapon  that  will  lead  it  out  of  the  global 
slaughterhouse, out of the deadly need for survival 
of a decadent capitalism that must destroy in order 
to rebuild, attack and kill in order to continue to live 
in an increasingly technologically advanced world. 
With poverty increasingly widespread, an ecological 
disaster looming, this sword of Damocles will hover 
over the head of the working class until  that head 
decides to say “enough” to it all.

FD, 3 January, 2020

Source: The US Attack on Baghdad, 
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-01-04/the-us-
attack-on-baghdad

Translation from Italian: CWO 

The escalation in the US-Iranian stand-off, culminating in the drone killing of the ‘Al Quds’ commander Suleimani 
and his companionship at Baghdad’s international airport on January 3, has given rise to further statements by  
protagonists of proletarian internationalism on the threat of a generalized war:

Impending war Iran-USA, towards a third world war?
(Fredo Corvo, January 10, 2020, Jan. 12 on his Libcom blog; 

Jan. 15 also on A Free Retriever's   blog)

On the edge of the abyss on more and more fronts
(‘Communia’, January 11, 2020, weekly English blog of Emancipación)

Middle East: the escalation of military barbarism 
(Amos, January 12, 2020, ICC-Online)

The next release of A Free Retr iever 's Digest  is envisaged in April 2020.
Please send your notifications and contributions ultimately on Sunday, March 22.

https://en.internationalism.org/content/16790/middle-east-escalation-military-barbarism
http://communia.blog/on-the-edge-of-the-abyss-on-more-and-more-fronts/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2020/01/15/impending-war-iran-usa-towards-a-third-world-war/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2020/01/15/impending-war-iran-usa-towards-a-third-world-war/
http://libcom.org/blog/impending-war-iran-usa-towards-third-world-war-12012020
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-01-04/the-us-attack-on-baghdad
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2020-01-04/the-us-attack-on-baghdad


The US Attack on Baghdad
F.D. on Capitalism’s drive to war and its anti-dote

Let's cut through the media fog and get to the point. 
The  American  attack  in  Baghdad which  killed  10 
people,  including  two  Iranian  politicians  and 
Qassem  Suleimani,  a  strong  man  of  the  Iranian 
regime,  poses  a  series  of  problems  to  which  we 
should give precise answers, even if based for now 
only on piecemeal information.

1. The target of the American attack was Suleimani, 
a leading Shiite and head of the largest Iranian mili-
tary force, al Quds. According to the Pentagon, he is 
not  only  responsible  for  many  military  actions 
against the US, but also the instigator of the recent 
attack on the US Embassy in Baghdad, and regarded 
as the most powerful political and military figure of 
the government in Tehran. This is not just any old 
reprisal then, but a targeted assassination, aimed at 
eliminating a high-profile political adversary, a sort 
of warning to Iran about American intentions in the 
Gulf region.

2.  The American attack has occurred at  a  time of 
particular  social  crisis  in  both  Iraq  and  Iran.  Re-
cently these two Shiite majority countries have faced 
revolts against their respective governments: a con-
sequence of the crisis which has produced deterio-
rating conditions for the workers,  and the popula-
tion in general, accompanied by increasing corrup-
tion, which has led to massive and bitter opposition. 
The response was brutal repression affecting every-
one, especially the proletarian fringes who took to 
the  streets  for  better  wages.  In  both  countries, 
Suleimani was the architect of this violent reaction 
as  he  acted  as  a  fifth  column  for  the  Ayatollahs’ 
regime. Given such social upheaval what better time 
for Trump to strike against both the individual ad-
versary and Iran? It is no coincidence that in Bagh-
dad,  when the  news of  Suleimani's  death  spread, 
some demonstrators rejoiced at the end of the Ira-
nian butcher.

3. Going beyond this specific episode, the American 
attack is a signal to the Shiite coalition that stretches 
from the Lebanese Hezbollah to the Yemeni Houthi, 
from the Iraqis and Hamas (even if the latter is not 
Shiite, it is still opposed to the state of Israel, the first 
and most reliable American ally in the area) to Rus-

sia which, alongside Iran, holds the entire alliance 
together. The message is that the US is still present 
throughout the Middle East. It not only does not in-
tend to abandon the region as often falsely stated, 
but that the Trump administration is ready to strike 
at will, even without the consent of Congress.

4. Behind the Suleimani assassination lies a complex 
scenario which, together with the insoluble interna-
tional  economic  crisis,  increases  all  the  political, 
diplomatic  and  economic  contradictions,  first  and 
foremost being the oil  crisis.  Since the US has be-
come self-sufficient in energy and has started pro-
moting its gas and oil exports, its horizon has begun 
to widen. Those who used to be allies because they 
exported oil  to  the  US to  satisfy  its  energy needs 
have now become competitors (like Saudi Arabia). 
Those who were not previously suppliers have be-
come, due to both competition and strategic objec-
tives, enemies to fight. Iran certainly belongs to this 
category and its strategic position alongside Russia 
and China makes it the first target of American im-
perialist ambitions in the Gulf. In addition, an attack 
on Iran, even an indirect one, looks like a warning to 
the entire Russian-led coalition.

5. As a preliminary conclusion we can say that this 
serious event in Baghdad marks a tragically impor-
tant  step  towards  a  possible  military  escalation 
throughout the region. An Iranian reaction to the US 
provocation is  on the cards.  The Iranian President 
has already threatened serious retaliation. The Pas-
daran (Revolutionary Guards) have declared them-
selves ready to face a possible American attack. Rus-
sia will certainly not stand by and watch. It cannot 
allow Trump to undermine the ties between mem-
bers of its coalition. It cannot allow American impe-
rialist plots to interfere with its gas supply relation-
ship with Europe and its main ally, both politically 
and for oil, to be attacked with impunity. Nor can it 
remain indifferent to what we could call a clandes-
tine agreement between Turkey and the USA on the 
entry of Erdoğan's army into Syria, in exchange for a 
free hand for Washington in Iran and Iraq.

→ Continued on page 35.
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