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2 A Free Retriever's Digest

From the Editor

Sunday, October 20, 2019

In this issue we present two newly written articles that we consider of importance:

• Our publication of a sustained analysis of the development and dynamics of  250 years of modern Capitalism is 
restarted with a summary overview of this work in progress. The forthcoming analysis is published in its entirety on A
Free Retriever's Digest‘s blog. 

• An essay on the situation of the health care system in the Netherlands  takes up more in depth questions that 
are to be posed apropos of a suicide case and a rant about ‘euthanasia and assisted suicide’. As elsewhere, the medical  
professions and the health care system in this country are under severe pressure, notwithstanding their reputation of excel -
lency. It is significant that widespread ‘strike actions’ have just been officially announced by trade unions for November, as  
hospital personnel has become increasingly dissatisfied with work pressure (as a consequence of a lack of staff) and 
unattractive wages.

In  Documents of the historical communist Left we continue the 1961 article by  Willy  Huhn  demonstrating that the 
‘Marxist-Leninist’ doctrine of the revolutionary party is in contradiction to the conceptions of Marx and Engels.

A relatively large part of this issue is devoted to  current  developments  in  the  political  milieu  of the communist 
Left(s). Two contributions in our discussion section put forward  critical commentaries on the turn towards trotskyism 
taken by the first congress of the recently constituted group ‘Emancipación’. Further, we present a review of the IGCL’s 
appreciation of the state of the political milieu in general, as well as the latter’s reply to our introduction to “Fundamental 
Principles of Communist Production and Distribution” (GIC, 1935).

The back-cover article features a researched statement by the Bordigist ‘International Communist Party’ (‘Le Prolétaire’) 
on the massive popular-democratic protests in Hong Kong against usurpation by “mainland China”.

In our articles and news feeds selection, we have tried to list the most interesting articles over the past three months on a 
limited number of themes. A first internationalist statement on the newly fanned flames of the war over Syria has been in-
cluded. 

We thank all contributors and call on our readers to send in their appreciations and commentaries. 

Internationalist regards,

Henry Cinnamon, 

A Free Retriever's Digest‘s Editor

A Free  Retr iever's  Digest  aims at presenting publications that are relevant for discussions within the internationalist milieu in 
general, and among the groups and circles who claim adherence to the international communist left(s) in particular. It intends to pro-
vide comments and a space for discussion.
Readers are invited to send in notifications of publications by e-mail, abstracts and reviews of relevant books, articles or texts, and pre -
sentations at discussion meetings. Contributions should be written in English and may not exceed 3,000 words. Included bibliographical 
references and internet links should be exact.
Articles and contributions express the views of their authors. Publication is at the discretion of the editor. They may be freely adopted 
if correctly quoted with source reference. A notification thereof is highly appreciated. 

Web blog: https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com. e-mai l  address:  afreeretriever@gmail.com. 

mailto:afreeretriever@gmail.com
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/


Selected Articles & News Feeds
July 15 – October 13, 2019 (Week no’s 29 – 41)

The international situation: Inter-imperialist conflicts
Near and Middle East – The Turkish invasion of North-East Syria

1 Title: Turquía vuelve a la guerra Spanish

Published on: October 10, 2019 Week 41

Author(s): Emancipación

Web link: https://nuevocurso.org/turquia-vuelve-a-la-guerra/

Subject: Turkey returns to war

Genre: Statement of position on the actual war escalation

Length (words): 2,219

Extract: “In short: the USA does not want to disappear from Syria, what Trump does not 
want is for it to cause casualties that generate internal [domestic] instability. 
From the start he does not consider it particularly dangerous that Turkey has its 
"security zone". But on the ground he can only rely on the PKK-YPG and fears that 
the Turkish attack will throw them into the arms of El Assad and therefore of 
Russia and Iran... albeit pushing Turkey towards a stronger relationship with 
Iran would probably be even worse.”

2 Title: The Turkish Invasion of Syria

Published on: October 12, 2019 Week 41

Author(s): FD, 10 October

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-10-12/the-turkish-invasion-of-syria

Subject: The newly fanning the flames of war over Syria

Genre: An internationalist statement on the actual war escalation

Length (words): 1.603

Extract: “For Erdoğan it was just an excuse to pursue his eternal single aim, that of com-
batting all the Kurdish militias in Syria, but especially those fighting along-
side the Coalition in territory bordering Turkey.(...) For the US it was like 
saying: the war is not over, but the destabilisation of the area is useful in 
weakening the Assad regime and its great ally, Russian imperialism. Erdoğan has 
thus been allowed a free hand by the US, even at the tragic cost of more of the 
bloodletting that has already engulfed Syria.” (Can also be read on page 22)

Capitalism’s environmental disasters
Climate change, protests and the search for an alternative

1 Title: Between the Devil and the Green New Deal 

Published on: April 25, 2019 Week 17

Author(s): Jasper Bernes

Web link: https://communemag.com/between-the-devil-and-the-green-new-deal/

Subject: What is the “Green New Deal” and how would it work out?

Genre: Background article

Length (words): 5,793

Extract: “The problem with the Green New Deal is that it promises to change everything 
while keeping everything the same.”

2 Title: What the new IPCC report says about climate change and land

Published on: August 9, 2019 Week 32

Author(s): Daisy Dunne, Josh Gabbatiss, and Robert Mcsweeney. Published by Carbon Brief

Web link: https://climateandcapitalism.com/2019/08/09/what-the-new-ipcc-report-says-about-
climate-change-and-land/

https://climateandcapitalism.com/2019/08/09/what-the-new-ipcc-report-says-about-climate-change-and-land/
https://climateandcapitalism.com/2019/08/09/what-the-new-ipcc-report-says-about-climate-change-and-land/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/in-depth-qa-the-ipccs-special-report-on-climate-change-and-land
https://communemag.com/between-the-devil-and-the-green-new-deal/
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-10-12/the-turkish-invasion-of-syria
https://nuevocurso.org/turquia-vuelve-a-la-guerra/
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Subject: The recent UN report that documents the impact of climate change on land and 
agriculture — and how land misuse accelerates climate change.

Genre: Summary

Length (words): 13,015

3 Title: “Capitalism is Dead” (George Monbiot) but Only the World Working Class Can 
Bury It

Published on: August 12, 2019 Week 33

Author(s): Jock, 30 July 2019

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-08-12/%E2%80%9Ccapitalism-is-dead
%E2%80%9D-george-monbiot-but-only-the-world-working-class-can-bury-it

Subject: Apropos of a public statement 

Genre: Review article

Length (words): 6,094

Extract: “The spontaneous applause for his anti-capitalist message from the studio audi-
ence on the Frankie Boyle Show confirms what we have found when distributing our 
broadsheet Aurora with the headline “Capitalism is the Problem” in the climate 
change demos around the UK. It seems that “anti-capitalism” is now in vogue. But 
what “anti-capitalism” are we talking about, and how will it become a programme 
of action?”

4 Title: As climate crisis grows, temperatures set global records

Published on: August 16, 2019 Week 33

Author(s): US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.(Extracts)

Web link: https://climateandcapitalism.com/2019/08/16/july-2019-global-record-for-heat/

Subject: “Some key findings from the Global Climate Report for July 2019, published by the 
US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.”

Genre: Summary

Length (words): 1,519

5 Title: Between the Devil and the Green New Deal (Excerpts & Introduction by IP)

Published on: August 20, 2019 Week 34

Author(s): Internationalist Perspective

Web link: https://internationalistperspective.org/between-the-devil-and-the-green-new-deal-
excerpt-with-an-introduction-by-internationalist-perspective/

Subject: Introduction to “Between the Devil and the Green New Deal”

Genre: Excerpt with an introduction by Internationalist Perspective
Length (words): 2,811

Remarks:

Extract: “In the current issue of The Commune, a “popular magazine for a new era of revo-
lution,” Jasper Bernes argues in an essay “Between the Devil and the Green New 
Deal” that despite the hopeful feeling and the concerns it seeks to address, the 
GND is doomed to failure because it is rooted in a fundamentally false world 
view: It remains entirely within the framework of capitalism, and capitalism is 
inexorably tied to growth that guarantees the kind of environmental destruction 
and devastation the sincerest advocates of the GND hope to end.”

6 Title: Imperialism and the Amazon

Published on: August 26, 2019 Week 35

Author(s): Atticus, 14 August 2019

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-08-26/imperialism-and-the-amazon

Subject: The destruction of the Amazon area by capitalism

Genre: Background article; with introduction

Length (words): 2,520

“The barbarism in the Amazon today can therefore be best understood as a symptom 
of ever-escalating competition between regional capitalist states, and their vain 
attempts to stem the inevitable tendency of the rate of profit to fall. It is 
thus not a coincidence that the recent Brazilian state support for nominally “il-
legal” development projects in the Amazon was first initiated in late 2012 and 
2013 – the start date of a Brazilian economic slump that persists to this day.”

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-08-26/imperialism-and-the-amazon
https://internationalistperspective.org/between-the-devil-and-the-green-new-deal-excerpt-with-an-introduction-by-internationalist-perspective/
https://internationalistperspective.org/between-the-devil-and-the-green-new-deal-excerpt-with-an-introduction-by-internationalist-perspective/
https://climateandcapitalism.com/2019/08/16/july-2019-global-record-for-heat/
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-08-12/%E2%80%9Ccapitalism-is-dead%E2%80%9D-george-monbiot-but-only-the-world-working-class-can-bury-it
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-08-12/%E2%80%9Ccapitalism-is-dead%E2%80%9D-george-monbiot-but-only-the-world-working-class-can-bury-it
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7 Title: Only the international class struggle can end capitalism’s drive towards 
destruction

Published on: August 30, 2019 Week 35

Author(s): ICC, 27 August 2019

Web link: https://en.internationalism.org/content/16724/only-international-class-struggle-
can-end-capitalisms-drive-towards-destruction

Subject: Reply to the ‘green’ campaigns

Genre: International Leaflet

Length (words): 1,937

“Pacifism has never stopped wars, and the current ecological campaigns, by ped-
dling false solutions to the climate disaster, must be understood as an obstacle 
to its real solution.”

8 Title: Ecological disaster: The poison of militarism

Published on: September 9, 2019 Week 37

Author(s): Baboon, 4.9.2019

Web link: https://en.internationalism.org/content/16734/ecological-disaster-poison-
militarism

Subject: Militarism and the destruction of nature: the Arctic and ‘Outer Space’

Genre: Essay

Length (words): 3,126

“In fact, the competitive and cut-throat dynamic of the economic system that di-
rects these states and institutions not only renders its organisations all funda-
mentally impotent in the face of such an impending disaster, however conscious 
they are of the growing dangers to humanity; they also, whatever the colour of 
their governments, become an active factor behind this completely irrational 
drive towards the cliff edge.”

9 Title: "Saving the Planet" Requires the Destruction of the Capitalist State and 
the Exercise of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat !

Published on: September 22, 2019 Week 37

Author(s): IGCL, 20 September,2019

Web link: http://igcl.org/Saving-the-Planet-Requires-the

Subject: Reply to the ‘green’ campaigns 

Genre: International Leaflet

Length (words): 2,049

“To those who really want to fight capitalism and its dramatic consequences of 
all kinds : it is not in demonstrations encouraged, promoted and even organised 
by States that they will be able to advance ’the cause of saving the planet’. It 
is by joining proletarian struggles, workers’ struggles, strikes, demonstrations, 
etc. and by getting closer to proletarian and revolutionary minorities, espe-
cially those of the Communist Left.“

10 Title: Een nieuwe boerenoorlog? Dutch

Published on: October 3, 2019 Week 40

Author(s): F.C. (Arbeidersstemmen)

Web link: https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2019/10/03/een-nieuwe-boerenoorlog/

Subject: “A new peasants’ War?” Farmer’s protests in the Netherlands against a new reorga-
nization of the agricultural sector; apropos of “nitrogen pollution” 

Genre: Statement on actuality

Length (words): 2,508

Remarks: “On their own, the farmers have no other perspective than to draw the attention 
of the bourgeois politicians by means of violent blockades, as regularly takes 
place in France. (…) As a petty bourgeois class, farmers are unable to break the 
power of the state and big business. For this reason alone, they cannot put for-
ward a historical alternative to the capitalist method of production. Only the 
working class can do this.”

https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2019/10/03/een-nieuwe-boerenoorlog/
http://igcl.org/Saving-the-Planet-Requires-the
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16734/ecological-disaster-poison-militarism
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16734/ecological-disaster-poison-militarism
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16724/only-international-class-struggle-can-end-capitalisms-drive-towards-destruction
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16724/only-international-class-struggle-can-end-capitalisms-drive-towards-destruction
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11 Title: Fires in the Amazon: Capitalism is burning the planet

Published on: October 2, 2019 Week 40

Author(s): Valerio, 30th of August 2019

Web link: https://en.internationalism.org/content/16747/fires-amazon-capitalism-burning-
planet

Subject: The destruction of forest areas (Amazon, Arctic region)

Genre: Summary article

Length (words): 1,707

“The bourgeoisie wants to make the working class believe that a greener, more 
just capitalism is possible; where the Amazon will not be treated as a business 
but as an “environmental reserve”, where everywhere nature and its forests will 
be more responsibly cultivated. Lies!”

China and the popular protests and riots in Hong Kong
Repercussions

1 Title: Massive street protests in Hong Kong: Democratic illusions are a dangerous 
trap for the proletariat 

Published on: August 4, 2019 Week 31

Author(s): Dennis

Web link: https://en.internationalism.org/content/16714/massive-street-protests-hong-kong-
democratic-illusions-are-dangerous-trap-proletariat

Subject: The protest movement in Hong Kong traps workers in bourgeois-democratic illusions

Genre: Back-ground article and statement

Length (words): 3,681

Extract: "No matter how massive they were and no matter how many workers participated in 
them, the street protests were not a manifestation of working class struggle. In 
Hong Kong the proletariat was not engaged in a struggle as an autonomous class. 
On the contrary: the workers of Hong Kong were completely overwhelmed by and 
drowned in a mass of citizens."

2 Title: Hong Kong: a widespread but interclassist movement

Published on: August 15, 2019 Week 33

Author(s): PCInt (Le Prolétaire)

Web link: http://www.pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/190814_hong-kong-en.htm

Subject: Statement on the class character of the Hong Kong protest movement

Genre: Leaflet

Length (words): 2,318

Remarks: Supplement of ‘Le Prolétaire’ n° 533. The text is included here on page 40.
Extract: “The social extent and duration of this movement show that its causes are much 

deeper than the mere opposition to a bill: they are social causes. (…) Just like 
similar movements in other countries, Hong Kong’s movement is not the signal for 
the proletarian class struggle yet (…). For this, it will imperatively have to 
free itself from the popular or national coalitions of which it is prisoner, 
break with its subordination to bourgeois and petty bourgeois orientations, and 
find its class weapons again by unifying its struggles across the borders.”

3 Title: Class Struggle in China

Published on: August 28, 2019 Week 35

Author(s): Dyjbas

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-08-28/class-struggle-in-china

Subject: Perspectives and pitfalls for the proletariat in contemporary China

Genre: Historical background article on the rise of China as a world power, from its 
“Last Emperor” to Xi Jinping.

Length (words): 7,279

Remarks: From: Revolutionary Perspectives #14, Journal of the CWO (Summer/Autumn 2019)

Extract: "Here we deal with China’s evolution from a largely agrarian society to an indus-
trial powerhouse which has also created the world’s largest working class – and 

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-08-28/class-struggle-in-china
http://www.pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/190814_hong-kong-en.htm
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16714/massive-street-protests-hong-kong-democratic-illusions-are-dangerous-trap-proletariat
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16714/massive-street-protests-hong-kong-democratic-illusions-are-dangerous-trap-proletariat
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16747/fires-amazon-capitalism-burning-planet
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16747/fires-amazon-capitalism-burning-planet
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what comes with that is, of course, simmering class conflict. (…) The birth of 
the People’s Republic of China was not the result of a successful working class 
revolutionary movement, as that movement was drowned in blood in 1927, but a mil-
itary campaign, carried out within the orbit of imperialism over more than 20 
years."

4 Title: A Brief Note on the Anti-extradition Movement of Hong Kong

Published on: August 31, 2019 Week 35

Author(s): An East Asian Correspondent (anonymous)

Web link: http://insurgentnotes.com/2019/08/a-brief-note-on-the-anti-extradition-movement-
of-hong-kong/

Subject: Characteristics of the popular movement and its limitations

Genre: A summary in 16 theses

Length (words): 1,293

Extract: "Even the most class-conscious activists have not figured out how to launch a 
working-class struggle while simultaneously meeting low-income workers’ basic 
needs. Nor have they figured out how to reach out to the Chinese working people 
who face the imposition of state censorship."

5 Title: Out of Control – Hong Kong’s Rebellious Movement and the Left

Published on: September 10, 2019 Week 37

Author(s): Ralf Ruckus

Web link: https://naoqingchu.org/2019/09/10/out-of-control-hong-kongs-rebellious-movement-
and-the-left/

Subject: The escalated confrontation and its perspectives

Genre: Account and balance sheet

Length (words): 4,001

Remarks: A syndicalist perspective?

Extract: "The movement is, indeed, no anti-capitalist mobilization, yet, but it has ques-
tioned the position of the capitalist class that governs (and virtually owns) 
Hong Kong as well as that of the rulers of the CCP in Beijing. The attacks on the 
police show that many in the movement have no trust in core state institutions. 
Strikes and other mobilizations in workplaces (hospitals, the airport, schools 
and universities, the public sector, etc.) further undermine the acceptance of 
capitalist relations, or, like one protester said: “Workers don’t work as hard as 
usual and speak up against managers now."

6 Title: Three Months of Insurrection

Published on: September 20, 2019 Week 38

Author(s): CrimethInc. Ex-Workers Collective

Web link: https://crimethinc.com/2019/09/20/three-months-of-insurrection-an-anarchist-
collective-in-hong-kong-appraises-the-achievements-and-limits-of-the-revolt

Subject: Chronology of the movement and an interview with a Hong Kong anarchist collective

Genre: From the horses mouth

Length (words): 11,738

Extract: “In the following (…) an anarchist collective in Hong Kong presents a complete 
overview of the months-long uprising, reviewing its achievements, identifying its 
limits, celebrating the inspiring moments of mutual aid and defiance, and cri-
tiquing the ways that it has yet to pass beyond a framework based in the appeal 
to authority and the outrage of the citizen. A follow-up to the interview we 
published with the same group in June.”

https://crimethinc.com/2019/06/22/hong-kong-anarchists-in-the-resistance-to-the-extradition-bill-an-interview
https://crimethinc.com/2019/06/22/hong-kong-anarchists-in-the-resistance-to-the-extradition-bill-an-interview
https://crimethinc.com/2019/09/20/three-months-of-insurrection-an-anarchist-collective-in-hong-kong-appraises-the-achievements-and-limits-of-the-revolt
https://crimethinc.com/2019/09/20/three-months-of-insurrection-an-anarchist-collective-in-hong-kong-appraises-the-achievements-and-limits-of-the-revolt
https://naoqingchu.org/2019/09/10/out-of-control-hong-kongs-rebellious-movement-and-the-left/
https://naoqingchu.org/2019/09/10/out-of-control-hong-kongs-rebellious-movement-and-the-left/
http://insurgentnotes.com/2019/08/a-brief-note-on-the-anti-extradition-movement-of-hong-kong/
http://insurgentnotes.com/2019/08/a-brief-note-on-the-anti-extradition-movement-of-hong-kong/
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Historical communist Left
Documents and Historiography

1 Title: Presentazione di Prometeo (1928-1938)
Giornale della Frazione di sinistra del Pcd’I

Italian

Published on: June 16, 2019 Week 24

Author(s): M. Olivier, May 2019

Web link: http://archivesautonomies.org/spip.php?article3857

Subject: Presentation of Prometeo

Genre: Historical Archive of the Italian communist Left

Length (words): 6,810

Remarks: Introduction to the publication of all 153 issues of Prometeo (1928-1938) by the 
collectif Archives Autonomies (pdf facsimile scans)

Extract: “Prometeo is the journal that represents the Left of the PCd’I, a current whose 
origins date back to before the World War (1914) - to the Circolo Carlo Marx, 
founded by Bordiga in 1912, long before the foundation of the PCd'I - to the left 
of the Italian Socialist Party (PSI). The latter became established and consoli-
dated at the 16th Congress of the PSI (Bologna, 1919). It was, finally, the cur-
rent that gave rise to the foundation of PCd'I to which the Turin group of Ordine 
Nuovo, the Milanese maximalists and the socialist youth joined.”

2 Title: La destruction de la nature (1909) French, Ger-
man

Published on: July 8, 2019 Week 28

Author(s): Anton Pannekoek

Web link: http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2019/07/anton-pannekoek-la-destruction-de-la-
nature-1909.html

Subject: The destruction of Nature 

Genre: Newspaper article

Length (words): 3,028

Remarks: Source: Zeitungskorrespondenz n° 75, July 10, 1909, p. 1 et 2. French translation 
and annotations by Ph. Bourrinet (July 8, 2019)

Extract: "Society under capitalism can be compared to the gigantic force of a body without 
reason. While capitalism develops an unlimited power, it simultaneously devas-
tates the environment from which it lives in a senseless way. Only socialism, 
which can give this powerful body consciousness and thoughtful action, will si-
multaneously replace the devastation of nature with a reasonable economy. [A.Pan-
nekoek]" 

3 Title: Un nouveau tome des Écrits du chef communiste italien Amadeo Bordiga (1922-
1924)

French

Published on: July 14, 2019 Week 28

Author(s): Amadeo Bordiga

Web link: http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2019/07/un-nouveau-tome-des-ecrits-du-chef-
communiste-italien-amadeo-bordiga-1922-1924.html

Subject: Writings 1922 - 1924

Genre: Presentation

Length (words): 1,052

Extract: “(…) Faced with Bordiga's reticence, firm in his vision that the real enemy was 
capitalism, not fascism, the enlarged Third Executive [of the V. Congress of the 
Communist International], expulsed him from the old Executive formed by [a.o.] 
Bordiga himself (…) Luigi Gerosa ensured this very important editorial work by 
specifying with abundant notes (…) the historical framework, which sees the tri-
umph of Kominternian opportunism through its Italian leaders, Antonio Gramsci and 
Palmiro Togliatti.” 

http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2019/07/un-nouveau-tome-des-ecrits-du-chef-communiste-italien-amadeo-bordiga-1922-1924.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2019/07/un-nouveau-tome-des-ecrits-du-chef-communiste-italien-amadeo-bordiga-1922-1924.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2019/07/anton-pannekoek-la-destruction-de-la-nature-1909.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2019/07/anton-pannekoek-la-destruction-de-la-nature-1909.html
http://archivesautonomies.org/spip.php?article3638
http://archivesautonomies.org/spip.php?article3857
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4 Title: Ossinsky on Bukharin's Imperialism and the World Economy

Published on: September 11, 2019

Author(s): N. Ossinsky

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-09-11/ossinsky-on-bukharin-s-imperialism-
and-the-world-economy

Subject: N. Bukharin, The World Economy and Capitalism, an Economic Essay, Petersburg Pri-
boi, 1918.

Genre: Review, originally appeared in ‘Kommunist’ Nr. 2, Moscow, April 1918

Length (words): 2,359

Remarks: English translation, introduction by CWO. Annotation according to the ‘Smolny’-
edition, Toulouse, 2011

Extract: “ (…) a review by Ossinsky of Bukharin’s 1915 work which goes under the title Im-
perialism and World Economy. (…) For Bukharin the key features of the new phase 
of capitalism were imperialism and state capitalism. Lenin borrowed freely from 
Bukharin in his own “popular outline” in Imperialism – the Highest Stage of Capi-
talism but did not see that state capitalism was not a stage on the way to so-
cialism.”

5 Title: Introduction à la brochure de Pannekoek : Marxismus und darwinismus, 1914. French

Published on: October 1, 2019 Week 40

Author(s): Ph. Bourrinet

Web link: http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2019/10/introduction-a-la-brochure-de-pannekoek-
marxismus-und-darwinismus-1914.html

Subject: Pannekoek, Marxism and Darwinism (1914)

Genre: Introduction

Length (words): 10,178

Extract: "The Dutch Left, through Pannekoek’s pen, has sought to criticize the last ex-
pression of bourgeois materialism, Darwinism, which was based on the work of 
Charles Darwin, but with the sole aim of consolidating the existence of the capi-
talist social order."

From the milieu of the internationalist communist Left (1)
1st Congress of ‘Emancipación’; Klasbatalo’s affiliation to the ICT; Repercussions.

1 Title: First Congress of Emancipation

Published on: June 23, 2019 Week 25

Author(s): Emancipación

Web link: http://en.emancipacion.info/1st-congress-of-emancipation/ 
https://www.workersoffensive.org/single-post/2019/07/22/Report-of-the-First-
Congress-of-Emancipation

Subject: “On June 21, 22 and 23, the first Emancipation Congress was held with the partic-
ipation of comrades and nuclei from three countries. The congress constituted 
Emancipation as a global and internationalist organization.”

Genre: Congress Report

Length (words): 2,326

Remarks: Read a critical commentary in this issue on p.32.

2 Title: Letter to Emancipación on its 1st Congress

Published on: July 22, 2019 Week 30

Author(s): IGCL, 10 July 2019

Web link: http://igcl.org/July-10th-2019

Subject: IGCL on the “trotskyist turn” of Emancipación/Nuevo Curso 

Genre: Letter / Debate

Length (words): 2,636

Remarks: Revolution or War n°12. Special issue on the proletarian camp and its future - 
July 2019. The Letter can also be read on p.29 of this issue.

Extract: “But there is little doubt that the contradiction, and confusion, between the 
class positions that Nuevo Curso defends with rigour and constancy (…) and the 

http://igcl.org/July-10th-2019
https://www.workersoffensive.org/single-post/2019/07/22/Report-of-the-First-Congress-of-Emancipation
https://www.workersoffensive.org/single-post/2019/07/22/Report-of-the-First-Congress-of-Emancipation
http://en.emancipacion.info/1st-congress-of-emancipation/
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2019/10/introduction-a-la-brochure-de-pannekoek-marxismus-und-darwinismus-1914.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2019/10/introduction-a-la-brochure-de-pannekoek-marxismus-und-darwinismus-1914.html
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-09-11/ossinsky-on-bukharin-s-imperialism-and-the-world-economy
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-09-11/ossinsky-on-bukharin-s-imperialism-and-the-world-economy
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programmatic heritage of the 4th International, will one day explode one way or 
another (…) thus destroying all the efforts that NC has successfully made in re-
cent years to encourage the emergence of new forces and to animate their interna-
tional grouping.”

3 Title: The Battle for the Reconfiguration of the Proletarian Camp, the "Party in 
the Making", is Launched

Published on: July 22, 2019 Week 30

Author(s): IGCL, July 2019

Web link: http://igcl.org/This-issue-of-the-journal-is-a

Subject: Appreciation of the current milieu of the communist Left

Genre: Editorial article

Length (words): 2,282

Remarks: ‘Revolution or War’ n°12. Special issue on the proletarian camp and its future - 
July 2019. Reviewed here on p.35.

Extract: “Why dedicate an entire issue of our journal to the state of the communist forces 
whose influence and impact on the immediate situation seem so small? On the one 
hand, because as the highest expressions of class consciousness, the groups of 
the International Communist Left are an element, product and factor, of the world 
situation, of the evolution of the relation of forces between the classes. (…) On 
the other hand, because after decades of (relatively) stable conformation, a re-
configuration of the proletarian camp is underway with the emergence of a new 
generation and new communist forces and the relative exhaustion of the old gener-
ation and political groups that had developed after 1968.”

4 Title: Welcome to Klasbatalo as Canadian Affiliate of the Internationalist Commu-
nist Tendency

Published on: August 5, 2019 Week 32

Author(s): ICT, 6 July 2019

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-08-05/welcome-to-klasbatalo-as-canadian-
affiliate-of-the-internationalist-communist

Subject: The ICT welcomes its new affiliate in Canada

Genre: Welcome article

Length (words): 1,188

Extract: "(…) the discussions and cooperation between ourselves and the comrades of Klas-
batalo have taken some time. Our demands of every potential affiliate remain the 
same. (…) Klasbatalo will now participate fully in the process of greater coordi-
nation of our work and updating the basic instruments we use to reach out to oth-
ers."

5 Title: Les impostures du CCI (Courant Communiste International) French

Published on: August 14, 2019 Week 33

Author(s): C.Mcl.

Web link: http://www.leftcommunism.org/spip.php?article468 

Subject: “The impostures of the ICC”. Critique of the foundations of the ICC’s theory of 
the decadence of Capitalism

Genre: Debate on historical materialism, theories of decadence and the communist Left

Length (words): 22 pages A4, available in pdf

Remarks: Content: Introduction; I. Restraint or acceleration of the productive forces 
since 1914? II. Halt or Accentuation of real and endurable reforms after 1914?
(Work in progress.) 

Extract: “Formally, the ICC defends a series of relevant political positions such as the 
capitalist nature of all countries that have claimed to be or still claim to be 
"socialist", the institutional integration of so-called "left-wing" organisa-
tions, including trade unions, the outdated nature of "revolutionary parliamen-
tarism", self-management as self-exploitation of employees, etc. (...)
Our objective here is (…) showing the incoherence of its basic credo - "the deca-
dence of capitalism since 1914" - in its version inherited from the Communist 
Left of France since the 2nd World War, and which, for the most part, has not 
changed one iota. This framework, which was already flawed in many respects at 
the time, is now totally outdated.”

http://www.leftcommunism.org/spip.php?article468
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-08-05/welcome-to-klasbatalo-as-canadian-affiliate-of-the-internationalist-communist
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-08-05/welcome-to-klasbatalo-as-canadian-affiliate-of-the-internationalist-communist
http://igcl.org/This-issue-of-the-journal-is-a
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6 Title: Nuevo Curso and the “Spanish Communist Left”: What are the origins of the 
Communist Left?

Published on: September 2, 2019 Week 36

Author(s): C.Mir 4 July 2019

Web link: https://en.internationalism.org/content/16727/nuevo-curso-and-spanish-communist-
left-what-are-origins-communist-left

Subject: The (Italian and French) communist Left and the Munis tendency

Genre: Polemic

Length (words): 8,652

Extract: “Perhaps we are looking at a sentimental cult of a former proletarian combatant. 
If that is the case, we must say that it is an enterprise destined to create more 
confusion because its theses, turned into dogmas, will only distill the worst of 
his errors. (…) Another possible explanation is that the authentic Communist Left 
is being attacked with a spam "doctrine" built overnight using the materials of 
that great revolutionary. If such is the case, it is the obligation of revolu-
tionaries to fight such an imposture with the maximum energy.” 

7 Title: On the Establishment of the Group “Emancipación”

Published on: September 14, 2019 Week 37

Author(s): ICT, September 2019

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-09-14/on-the-establishment-of-the-group-
emancipacion

Subject: Critique of the orientation and dynamic of ‘Emancipación’

Genre: Statement of position 

Length (words): 4,893

Extract: “The fact is that the rupture of the dialogue with ICT was the cause/consequence 
of a new phase in the life of this group when it transformed itself into "Emanci-
pación" proposing to become "a global regrouping of revolutionaries" nourished on 
the positions of the main historical current of internationalism". In short, a 
new pole of regroupment of the future world party has been born. Fine. All that 
remains for us to do is to examine the theoretical and political characteris-
tics.”

8 Title: Greetings to Klasbatalo’s Affiliation to the Internationalist Communist 
Tendency

Published on: October 8, 2019 Week 41

Author(s): IGCL, September 2019

Web link: http://igcl.org/Greetings-to-Klasbatalo-s 

Subject: IGCL on the ICT’s new affiliate in Canada

Genre: Welcome article

Length (words): 1,188

Remarks: ‘Revolution or War’ n°13. Biannual journal - October 2019.
Extract: “The life and proper functioning of the ICT is also our business and should be 

that of all those who really fight for the party.”

From the milieu of the internationalist communist Left (2)
The ICC’s 23rd Congress and its repercussions

1 Title: Reports and Resolutions of the 23rd Congress of the ICC. Resolution on the 
balance of forces between the classes (2019)

Published on: July 9, 2019 Week 28

Author(s): ICC, May 2019

Web link: https://en.internationalism.org/content/16703/resolution-balance-forces-between-
classes-2019

Genre: Congress Resolution

Length (words): 6,236

Remarks: Published documents of the congress: 
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16702/reports-and-resolutions-23rd-

https://en.internationalism.org/content/16702/reports-and-resolutions-23rd-congress-icc
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16703/resolution-balance-forces-between-classes-2019
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16703/resolution-balance-forces-between-classes-2019
http://igcl.org/Greetings-to-Klasbatalo-s
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-09-14/on-the-establishment-of-the-group-emancipacion
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-09-14/on-the-establishment-of-the-group-emancipacion
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16727/nuevo-curso-and-spanish-communist-left-what-are-origins-communist-left
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16727/nuevo-curso-and-spanish-communist-left-what-are-origins-communist-left
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congress-icc.

Extract: “Globalisation" and especially the development of the Internet (…), collabora-
tions in work at the same time as mass travel, create the objective bases for the 
development of a class identity on a global scale, especially for the new prole-
tarian generations." (Thesis 14).

2 Title: Resolution on the International Situation (2019): Imperialist conflicts; 
life of the bourgeoisie, economic crisis

Published on: July 9, 2019 Week 28

Author(s): ICC, May 2019

Web link: https://en.internationalism.org/content/16704/resolution-international-situation-
2019-imperialist-conflicts-life-bourgeoisie

Subject: Content: Historical framework: the phase of capitalist decomposition (§1-4); The 
historic course – a paradigm change (§ 5,6); Imperialist tensions (§7 -14); The 
economic crisis (§15-23).

Genre: Congress Resolution

Length (words): 8,615

Extract: “In the paradigm that defines the current situation (until two new imperialist 
blocs are reconstituted, which may never happen), it is quite possible that the 
proletariat will suffer a defeat so deep that it will definitively prevent it 
from recovering, but it is also possible that it will suffer a deep defeat with-
out this having a decisive consequence for the general evolution of society. This 
is why the notion of "historical course" is no longer able to define the situa-
tion of the current world and the balance of forces between the bourgeoisie and 
the proletariat.”

3 Title: Balance-sheet and Perspectives of the 23rd Congress of the ICC

Published on: July 22, 2019 Week 30

Author(s): IGCL, July 2019

Web link: http://igcl.org/Balance-sheet-and-Perspectives-of

Subject: The poison of the opportunist and destructive theory of parasitism among the new 
revolutionary forces.

Genre: Review of a Congress

Length (words): 3,231

Extract: “(…) this 23rd Congress is of particular importance: the ICC officially abandons 
the Historical Course, a fundamental point of its theoretical and political con-
tribution since its origins. We must therefore take a closer look at this before 
addressing the real political issues of this meeting.”

4 Title: Debate on the balance of class forces 

Published on: September 9, 2019 Week 37

Author(s): MH (July); Phil (Sept)

Web link: https://en.internationalism.org/content/16735/debate-balance-class-forces

Subject: 23rd congress of the ICC: the “balance of forces” and “the phase of decomposition” 

Genre: Correspondence, discussion with the ICC

Length (words): 6,892

Extract: “We are publishing a contribution from one of our sympathisers, Mark Hayes, which 
criticises a number of formulations contained in the resolutions from our recent 
23rd international congress, together with an initial reply to the comrade’s 
critcisms.”

Recommended reading on the situation of the proletarian political milieu
It’s midnight in the Communist Left 

Editorial of Controversies no.3 , March 2010. 
English translation also available in pdf (10 p. A4, edition of March 2012).

http://leftcommunism.org/spip.php?article289&lang=en
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16702/reports-and-resolutions-23rd-congress-icc
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16735/debate-balance-class-forces
http://igcl.org/Balance-sheet-and-Perspectives-of
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16704/resolution-international-situation-2019-imperialist-conflicts-life-bourgeoisie
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16704/resolution-international-situation-2019-imperialist-conflicts-life-bourgeoisie


Taking up a longstanding concern of Marx’s that he was unable to fulfill, “250 years of modern Capitalism” treats the 
development of capitalism since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution in the second half of the 18 th Century at the 
hand of examined statistic sources, and according to criteria developed by Marx in his ‘Capital’. A special focus is on the 
classic country of its origin: Great Britain, subsequently the United Kingdom.

Here follows the new first chapter of this work in progress, which consists of a summary introduction to the subject. The 
foregoing ‘part 1’ on A Free Retriever's Digest‘s blog and in issue #3 (July – September 2019) has been integrated in 
the final version on the blog. 

The complete work is published on the Portfolio pages of the blog, and can be traced by its Table of Contents. It cur-
rently contains the  Introduction and the first two chapters, next to a detailed  Annex on the sources and methodology 
used. We recommend to check the blog on forthcoming translated chapters.

From the Industrial Revolution to the End of the 
twofold Bipolarization of the World

The period from the second half of the 18th. Century 
to the First World War constitutes a turning point in 
the world’s economic history. The industrial revolu-
tion that is born in England spreads to Western Eu-
rope and the New World: North America, Australia 
and  New Zealand.  Some  germs  are  also  dissemi-
nated  in  certain  other  countries  of  the  Americas, 
who had gained political independence in the early 
19th. Century – Argentine in particular.  Then come 
Russia and Japan.

These countries, which held only 20% of the world’s 
manufacturing  production  in  1800,  concentrate 
nearly 80% of it in 1913. In other words, the first ar-
rivals have taken the benefits of the industrial revo-
lution at the expense of the rest of the world. This 
economic gap attains its maximum during the inter-
war period. It is the result  of a predatory colonial 
policy that deindustrializes the colonized countries. 
In effect, while it is very limited at the beginning of 
the 19th. Century, colonization reaches its apogee on 
the eve of the first worldwide conflict.

This formidable concentration of wealth at one pole 
of the planet configures a first geo-economic bipo-
larization  between  a  few  industrialized  countries 
and the rest of the world. In other words, while capi-

talism exercises its domination over all continents in 
1913,  it  is  still  far  from  having  developed  every-
where. It was not until the end of the ‘Thirty Glo-
rious Years’ and the ‘Cold War’ that it spread geo-
graphically  throughout  the  world  in  a significant 
way,  especially  in  Asia,  but  also  in  Africa,  where 
some countries begin to experience very significant 
growth since several years. (1)

From the middle of the 18th. Century, Great Britain 
occupies a prime position as an early laboratory of 
this dynamic: as the cradle of modern capitalism (2) 
and of political economy, this country dominates the 
world until the last third of the 19th. Century, gradu-
ally giving way to the United States of America and 
to Germany on the European continent. In this con-
text  of  overwhelming  power  of  a  few  imperial 
economies, no country can claim real independence, 
not even those in South America who formally had 
already emancipated from their colonial tutelage. It 
is the extroverted economic logic of capitalism – that 
is, of a system that structurally needs to extend its 

1) This subject will be dealt with in the final chapter. 
2)  “...as is shown by the fact that with the crisis of 1825 it for the 

first time opens the periodic cycle of its modern life”, Afterword 
to the Second German Edition of Capital (1873).

250 Years of Modern Capitalism

– A Rapid Overview

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/doc/Capital-Volume-I.doc
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/doc/Capital-Volume-I.doc
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/topics/250-years-of-capitalism-a-reconstruction-toc/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/portfolio/250-years-of-capitalism-a-reconstruction/
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sphere  of  valorization  geographically  and  sector-
based  – which will  be at the basis of this colonial 
and then warlike competition between the first in-
dustrialized  countries.  This  imperial  competition 
constitutes the framework of a second bipolarization 
of the planet,  which is  superimposed on the first. 
The Cold War is the ultimate outcome of this config-
uration,  a  total  nuclear  war  that,  albeit  it  has  re-
mained only a potential one, has generated multiple 
local hot wars that have claimed as many victims as 
the second imperialist planetary conflict.

The first bipolarization is essentially of an economic 
order; it separates a few early industrialized and rich 
countries from the – extremely poor and dependent 
– others,  known as the  Third World. The second 
one is mainly geopolitical and pits constellations of 
countries against each other who are competing for 
continental or planetary domination: the Triple En-
tente and the  Triple  Alliance, who confront each 
other since the end of the 19th. Century in order to 
lead to the First World War; the Axis countries op-
posed  to  the  Western  bloc during  the  Second 

World War; the Soviet and the American bloc dur-
ing the Cold War.

By  loosening  this  double  bench-vice  of  economic 
and geopolitical  bipolarization that  organized the 
world since the 19th. Century, the end of the ‘Thirty 
Glorious  Years’ (1975)  and  of  the  ‘Cold  War’ 
(1989)  allowed many countries  to  become autono-
mous and take off in an increasingly reunified eco-
nomic  world.  This  dynamic  is  developing  all  the 
more easily as the United States are losing ground to 
the point of being bitten in the tail by a China that 
has set itself the objective of disputing the former’s 
world leadership.

However, such a configuration is not likely to con-
tinue because a “pacified” multi-polar world operat-
ing within the framework of multilateral agreements 
is an illusion. Increasing economic competition, the 
nationalist-protectionist tendencies of populist gov-
ernments, the imperial aims of each nation, the re-
lentless  defense  of  American  leadership  and  the 
contesting thereof  by many countries gather all in-
gredients to create a new planetary wrench on the 
ground, in the air and in cyberspace.

Graph 1.1:  Rate of Surplus Value 1760 – 2001, GB (Index: 1760 = 100)
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The four times of the power relations between the classes
By dividing total profits by total wages, Marx con-
structs a measure of the economic rate of exploita-
tion of the wage earners. (3) Its evolution over two 
centuries of modern capitalism illustrates his thesis 
that “The history of any society up to the present day has  
been  nothing  but  the  history  of  class  struggles” very 
well. (4) (Graph 1.1). In effect, four main times give 
rhythm to its evolution in function of the power re-
lations between the classes.

The first high point corresponds to savage capital-
ism and extends from the Industrial Revolution to 
the  middle  of  the  19th. Century.  Numerically  still 
weak, illiterate, poor,  weakly organized and facing 
increasing unemployment, the wage earners of that 
time have little capacity to offer a sufficiently conse-
quent resistance to attenuate the shameless exploita-
tion of their labor force by the new entrepreneurs of 
the  Industrial  Revolution.  It  is  a  period  during 
which  the  English  ruling  class  amasses  fortunes, 
multiplying the rate of  surplus value of the wage 
earners  by  1.86,  from  index  100  to  index  186  be-
tween 1760 and 1855. As profits are abundant in a 
context in which investments are still modest, profit 
rates are high. (5) This first century of savage capital-
ism  exacerbates  economic  and  social  inequalities 
and allows a small minority of entrepreneurs to cap-
ture a growing share of the wealth produced on the 
basis  of  a  fierce  exploitation  of  pauperized  wage 
earners.

The second high point extends from 1855 to the Rus-
sian  revolution  of  1917. (6)  The  English  working 

3) As this fraction increases, the exploitation rate increases 
and inversely. In effect, in the annual total of created wealth 
(the Net Interior Product or NIP), the exploitation rate 
(which Marx called the rate of surplus value) measures the 
part that falls to the employer (the profit or surplus value) 
and the part that falls to the wage earner (i.e. his wages). In 
other words: the Rate of Surplus Value =  Surplus 
Value / Wages = (NIP – Wages) / Wages . This measure 
of the degree of economic exploitation of the wage earners 
has to be distinguished from the degree of physical exploita-
tion, like the work stress or the risks of the work. Its statisti-
cal calculation since 1760 until recently is provided in the  
Annex on the data and on methodology.

4) The first phrase of the Communist Manifesto by 
Marx and Engels (1847).

5) The profit rate is the ratio between the obtained profits and 
the total investments consented to obtain these profits.

6) The magnitude of the rate of surplus value in 1917 seems 
exceptional, even overestimated. It is however consistent 
with what can be observed in times of war, at least at the 

class, which had become more numerous, better ed-
ucated and organized, for the first time in a century, 
succeeds in imposing a progressive increase in real 
wages during the following half-century (from 1855 
to 1901; see Graph 2.1 below) and in securing some 
legal advances in the social sphere. This explains the 
capping of the rate of surplus value between 1855 
and  1872,  and  its  subsequent,  slow  decline  until 
1895. If it hence recovers strongly, this is following a 
violent  counter-offensive  by  the  English  bosses  to 
take  back  what  had  been  conceded  to  the  wage 
earners. As  a result, the overall increase in the rate 
of surplus value over the half-century preceding the 
conflict is  much lower than during the century of 
savage capitalism when it almost doubled.

The third high point in the power relations between 
the classes begins with the year of the takeover of 
power by the Workers’ Councils in Russia in 1917, 
and  extends  until  the  end  of  the  glorious  thirty 
years. If the exploitation rate of the wage earners has 
more than doubled throughout the first century and 
a  half  of  capitalism,  1917  marks  a  turning  point 
since  this  rate  was  reversed  during  the  following 
sixty years: the index of the rate of surplus value di-
minishes strongly from 258 in 1917 (or 211 in 1919) 
to 142 in 1974. This downward turn of the rate of ex-
ploitation of the wage earners  is  the  result  of  the 
wave  of  revolutions  and  large-scale  social  move-
ments that develop to put an end to the horrors and 
massacres of the World War and to show solidarity 
with the Russian revolution. 

The fourth and final high point begins at the end of 
the ‘thirty glorious years’, when the power relations 
between the classes reverse once again in favor of a 
ruling class that arrives at  raising the exploitation 
rate, up to the present day. This reversal is the result 
of a combination of factors, in particular the rise of 
unemployment  since  1974,  which  undermines  the 
wave of struggles that began in the mid-1960s and 
that is exhausted at the end of the 1970s.

beginning of a conflict (a lowering of real wages and an in-
crease of productivity gains). Nevertheless, we prefer to 
rely on the data of 1913 and 1919 to calculate the evolution 
of the rate of surplus value before and after the war, be-
cause the data between 1914 and 1918 may be less certain 
or overestimated.  However, the year 1917 remains politi-
cally and socially very significant as a turning point in the 
evolution of the rate of surplus value.  

https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/portfolio/250-years-of-capitalism-annex/
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What are the driving forces behind all these dynam-
ics of wealth accumulation, of geographical and sec-
tor-based extension of capitalism, of imperialist rela-
tions,  of  economic  crises,  of  social  conflicts,  and 
what are their evolution over two centuries and a 
half of modern capitalism? Are they carried out ac-
cording to the modalities of the analysis traced by 
Marx in  ‘Capital’ ? Does the 20th. Century confirm 
or contradict his analysis since  the rate of surplus 
value is almost halved over the sixty years from 1917 
to  1974  (from  index  258  to  142)?  Among  others, 
these are the main questions that motivate us in this 
first  exercise  of  illustrating  and  deepening  his 
work. (7)

7) This contribution therefore has only a limited objective, 

M. Roelandts., August 10, 2019

Source: 250 ans de capitalisme,
Capitalisme & Crises Économiques  .

Translation: H.C., August 12, 2019

Chapter 2 can be read on the blog:
The Class Struggle from 1760 to the Russian Revolution

which complements Marx’s Capital and the more qualita-
tive works of Marxist and other historians of the Industrial 
Revolution and the development of Capitalism; works to 
which the reader should refer in order to obtain a complete 
vision.

Graph 2.1: Real wage of a skilled worker in London and Annual working hours (1760 - 2001)

https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/portfolio/250-years-of-capitalism-a-reconstruction/4/
http://www.capitalisme-et-crise.info/fr/Bienvenue/Nouveaut%C3%A9s


Freedom, Equality and Solidarity 
in Health Care

An essay on the situation in the Netherlands

Introduction  by the  author:  According to a critical commentary in this review, an article by ‘Nuevo Curso’ apropos 
of the self-chosen death of Noa Pothoven (a severely traumatized Dutch youngster) suggests that “‘(state) assisted sui-
cide and euthanasia’ would be routinely practiced in the Netherlands by way of a cynical reply of the bourgeoisie and its  
state to a degradation of the country’s health service, to the extent of constituting ‘a real mass crime’ committed against  
the ‘damaged and unproductive’ and the elderly in particular”. (1) The following essay takes up the challenge that “a de-
bate among those who adhere to the cause of proletarian emancipation should also take into account that certain moral  
dilemmas based on the development of medical science and technology, demographic developments like increases in life ex-
pectancy, and changing patterns of need for cure and care, will not somehow be automatically resolved after a proletarian  
revolution, but will have to be taken up by the proletarians collectively under qualitatively different conditions.” (Ibid.) From 
a layman’s point of view, this essay examines qualitative developments in medical care in the field of technology, medical 
ethics and budget cuts. However, in order to analyze the financial results of measures taken by the Dutch state for each 
medical condition, the expertise of a medical economist would be required. 

1) ‘Nuevo Curso’ apropos of a failure of ‘youth care’ in the Netherlands, with an editorial commentary (also in: 
‘AFRD’ Vol.3 #3, July 17, 2019).

The rise of medical technology
For  centuries,  the  medical  professionals,  general 
practitioners,  medical  specialists  and nursing  staff 
had a professional  ethic derived from the  Hippo-
cratic  oath. It contains the promise “Neither will I  
administer a poison to anybody when asked to do so, nor  
will I suggest such a course”. (2)

It has recently become clear that medical ethics lag 
behind medical, social and economic developments 
in health care. Developments in medical technology 
provide more possibilities to prolong the life of pa-
tients also in a phase in which recovery is no longer 
possible and at the end of life. These medical tech-
niques differ according to the type of terminal dis-
ease, and include for example artificial feeding, oxy-
genation,  blood transfusion,  resuscitation and kid-
ney dialysis. Other technological developments have 
made it possible to prolong life in cases of diseases 
that previously led to a relatively rapid death. This 
applies to some cancers, which can now be stopped 
temporarily  or  permanently.  However,  surgical 
treatment,  radiotherapy and chemotherapy can af-
fect the quality of life during treatment, or perma-
nently, by not only damaging the tissue affected by 
cancer,  but  healthy  tissue  as  well,  or  can  cause 
harmful  side  effects.  Nowadays,  cardiovascular  

2) Wikipedia, Hippocratic Oath.

diseases can be combated with sometimes invasive 
operations that offer varying chances of survival for 
each patient. Taking a closer look at kidney dialysis 
may clarify the problem at hand. Kidney dialysis is 
a treatment for patients with renal failure. The treat-
ment is unpleasant, sometimes painful, and involves 
the  patient  in  a  half-day  treatment  three  to  four 
times a week. Nowadays, the medical specialist con-
sults with the patient about the desirability of this 
treatment. It  is discussed how long life can be ex-
tended  with  dialysis  as  opposed  to  the  time  that 
dialysis takes. Non-dialysis means that the patient 
dies within a range of some days to several months. 
Some dialysis patients at some point in time, usually 
in the event of further deterioration, choose to dis-
continue the treatment and thus to end their lives.

Initially,  physicians  –  in  accordance  with  current 
medical ethics – generally applied all life-enhancing 
techniques  available  to  them.  The  medical  sector 
was almost exclusively focused on prolonging life, 
on healing, even in cases where this was not possi-
ble. The sector, incidentally, is still largely organized 
accordingly; it is only in recent years that end-of-life 
hospices have been established on a larger scale. Un-
der  pressure  from  health-care professionals  them-
selves, from terminally ill patients and their relatives 
more attention is now being paid to the suffering, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hippocratic_Oath
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2019/07/28/nuevo-curso-apropos-of-a-failure-of-youth-care-in-the-netherlands/
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the pain and anxiety often associated with the final 
phase  of  life,  and to  prolonging  this  suffering  by 
means of medical proceedings whose usefulness is 
not clear. In addition, more attention has been paid 
to the quality of life following surgery or treatment 
in  a broader sense.  This can vary from the brain-
dead patient whose body can be kept alive with the 
heart-lung machine to the question what the quality 
of life is of a patient with hereditary breast cancer 

who has her breasts amputated in order to increase 
her  chances of life.  Also,  more resources  have be-
come available today to combat pain and to provide 
calm to patients. The use of opiates as a pain treat-
ment  traditionally  has  already  raised  the  ethical 
question where the boundary lies between pain con-
trol – a conscious intervention by a physician – and 
a shortening of life, thus euthanasia.

The independent patient wants a free choice in the treatment
The current practice of consultation between patient 
and physician about the desirability of certain inter-
ventions,  about  continuing  or  discontinuing  treat-
ment (see the graph below) (3), is also the result of 
the  empowerment  of  the  patient  and his  environ-
ment. Medical practitioners no longer have the au-
thority of the past, and are partly proletarianized. (4) 
In addition to a loss of authority on the part of the 
health-care professionals, the fact that patients and 
their relatives regard themselves as consumers, who 
themselves  seek  information  on  the  Internet,  con-
sider themselves as citizens with rights and who can 
adopt an individualistic, even an egotistical, attitude 

3) Kroneman M., Boerma W., van den Berg M., Groenewegen 
P., de Jong J., van Ginneken E. (2016). 
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/stat
e/docs/chp_nl_english.pdf.  p. 192 Table 7.2. 

4) Like other practitioners of liberal professions, the physician 
has lost his authority as well as his financial independence 
as an entrepreneur. Doctors are more often wage earners, 
like other health-care professionals. Formal independence 
is often just an appearance. Health-care workers are in-
creasingly bound to state regulations, sometimes concealed 
by privatization and deregulation. It is not surprising that 
they often take the lead during high points of workers’ 
struggles, like in the strikes and demonstrations in Egypt 
2011, and recently in Sudan.

is  a  factor  in  this.  Health-care  workers  are  con-
fronted with requests for information about possible 
treatment and, for their part, provide more informa-
tion than in the past. Some patients demand partici-
pation and the right to decide.

In addition to pain control, tranquilizers and sleep-
ing  pills,  more  space  has  been  created  for  saying 
goodbye to loved ones or, on the contrary, for the de-
sire of personal privacy. Some people prefer to die 
alone,  others  prefer  to  die  in  the  company of  the 
whole family, sometimes at home or in an institu-
tion. The wishes of the individual and his or her so-
cial  environment can be  different  and can conflict 
with each other, depending on the influence of tra-
dition or modernity, and of cultural origins. All of 
this has made it necessary for medical staff, patients 
and their families to consult each other before deci-
sions are  taken.  Of course  these  choices  –  like  all 
choices  that  individuals  face  within  capitalism  – 
also  depend  on  the  meager  possibilities  this  ex-
ploitative  society  offers.  But  while  in  our  time  of 
economic crises, imperialist wars and destruction of 
the natural environment, socialism is a social issue 
of life or death, this is not the case with the individ-
ual end of life in a health-care situation. These are 
moral choices in a largely given situation.

Graph: Nivel, patient implication in medical decisions (2014). Source: See footnote 3.

https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/state/docs/chp_nl_english.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/state/docs/chp_nl_english.pdf
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Visions on suicide and assistance to it
In the traditional Christian view suicide is a form of 
murder, and therefore any possible assistance to it 
constitutes one of the most serious sins, because a 
person practically denies that  it  is  God who gives 
and takes life. This view is a projection in the super-
structure of the ideology of the gruesome practice of 
production  relations  between  slave  owners  and 
slaves.  The  ideology  of  slave  owners  is  still  alive 
with the resistance of the Church of Rome against 
every death of someone’s own choice. For example, 
the current Pope joined in with the selective indig-
nation on Twitter about the self-chosen death of Noa 
Pothoven. (5)

The Christian ban on suicide has been outmoded by 
capitalism’s  class  need for  an ideology of  abstract 
freedom and equality that hides the exploitative re-
lationship  of  capital  with  wage  slaves.  The  bour-
geois state, however, also demands a monopoly on 
the  use  of  force,  which arose  from the  period  of  
Terror in  the  bourgeois  French  Revolution,  and 
which  guarantees  its  continued  existence  by  all 

5) 'Euthanasia & Assisted Suicide Are a Defeat for 
All’: Pope’s Tweet on Noa Pothoven’s Death   .

means,  including  the  death  penalty.  In  countries 
where the death penalty is no longer provided for in 
criminal law, it continues to exist at least in military 
criminal law. The firing squad was and is the ulti-
mate means for capital to get uniformed workers to 
massacre each other in imperialist wars. 

It  is  therefore not  surprising that  in  circles  of  the 
conservative-liberal VVD, which has been in govern-
ment since 2002, it is being argued that citizens or 
associations  of  citizens providing the  means for  a 
voluntary end to life should no longer be in viola-
tion of the criminal law prohibition of suicide assis-
tance,  as is  now the case (art.  294 of the Criminal 
Code). From these quarters comes the proposal that 
the state respects the “fundamental right” to suicide 
and at the same time oversees the carefulness of the 
balancing process in which the interests of the  pa-
tient’s close  environment  are  also  taken  into  ac-
count. (6)

6) De Bontridder en Kok “De overheid verzuimt wat Coöpera-
tie Laatste Wil nastreeft: waarom artikel 294 Sr in strijd is 
met het recht op sterven” in ‘Liberale Reflecties’, July 
2018, pp. 38-47.

Neo-liberal budget cuts and freedom of choice
So far, we have focused on euthanasia. But when it 
comes to budget cuts in healthcare, it is important to 
see that the liberal ideology of freedom of choice is 
applied in much broader areas of health care. This 
makes  it  possible  to pass  on savings  and costs  to 
wage earners on a large scale and in a way that is 
not possible with the current euthanasia practice. In 
this more general sense, the VVD (7) takes pretext of 
the  freedom  from  patronizing  and  oppression 
sought by workers, the desire to control one’s own 
live, to limit the latter to the choices that remain af-
ter austerity measures. The same applies to the pur-
suit of equality. From its position in capitalism, the 
working class tends towards the abolition of class 
society, at moments in which its struggle based on 
solidarity  is  shaking  the  power  relations.  By  con-
trast,  the  VVD offers  the  workers  the  equality  of 

7) Neo-liberalist ideology is not only advanced by the VVD, 
but in slight variances by the left-wing liberal party D’66, 
the Christian “centrists” CDA, PvdA (‘Labor’/social-
democrats) and Groen Links (the “Green Party”) as well. 
We limit ourselves to the right-wing liberalist VVD because 
of its long participation in diverse governments.

commodity exchange: what do I give and what do I 
get in return? Let us look at what a right-wing lib-
eral pamphlet (8) notes about the  mandatory basic 
health  insurance  and  a  voluntary  supplement  of 
choice (9), which was introduced in the Netherlands 
under the pressure of the 2008/2009 crisis: “the costs  
of health care continue to rise”  and because “paid pre-
miums are less and less in proportion to the actual health  
care received, social justice, on the basis of which our col-
lective  health-care  system was  built,  is  under  pressure.  
According to the Netherlands’ Central Planning Bureau  
(CPB), the lower educated use an average of 3,000 euros  
of health care per year over their entire life cycle in 2011,  
while they pay 2,000 euros in premiums. People with a  

8) Plooij-Van Gorsel, “Kunnen kiezen. Vrijheid, keuzes en 
rechtvaardigheid in de curatieve gezondheidszorg”, Tel-
dersstichting 2015. The Telders’ foundation is the scientific 
institute of the VVD.

9) Both the old system, a national health insurance for the low 
waged and voluntary private insurances for the higher 
paid, and the new system have different effects for different 
income categories. Both systems consist of a state imposed 
“solidarity” that has nothing in common with the combat-
ive solidarity of the proletariat.

https://zenit.org/articles/never-abandon-one-who-suffers-popes-tweet-on-noa-pothovens-death/
https://zenit.org/articles/never-abandon-one-who-suffers-popes-tweet-on-noa-pothovens-death/
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[higher or university] education use an average of 2,000  
euros in health care, but pay 4,000 euros premium.” The 
latter group, largely wage-dependent like the lower 
educated, belongs to the electorate of the “people’s 
party” VVD, while the complaint about rising costs 
of  health care originates  from the demands to re-
duce  labor  costs  by  the  small  and  especially  the 
large bourgeoisie  that  the VVD responds to.  With 
regards to  health care proper,  the pamphlet states 
that the state’s task should be to “supervise a minimal  
quality on behalf of the patient’s safety. For other choices  
in health care, the individual patients decide in the first  
place what they regard as quality themselves”. This ab-

stract  liberal  principle  of  individual  freedom  of 
choice in health care ignores the reality of the limita-
tions of a society divided into classes, which mainly 
affect less paid and often less skilled workers.  And 
which are increasingly imposed upon them, as the 
so-called welfare state is further eroded in order to 
cut  social  wages,  without  the  working class  being 
able to defend itself against it with strikes limited to 
a sector or a profession. (10)

10) An analysis of these “neoliberal” policies in the Nether-
lands can be read on the Libcom blog (July 14, 2017): In 
the Country of Dijsselbloem - Labor Relations in 
the Netherlands.

Communist morality
What is the communists’ attitude towards individ-
ual freedom of choice, and more specifically towards 
suicide? Trotsky’s personal will is telling in this re-
spect:  “I  reserve  the  right  to  determine  for  myself  the  
time of my death. The "suicide" (if such a term is appro-
priate in this connection) will not in any respect be an ex-
pression  of  an  outburst  of  despair  or  hopelessness.  
Natasha and I said more than once that one may arrive at  
such  physical  condition  that  it  would  be  better  to  cut  
short  one’s  own  life  or,  more  correctly,  the  too  slow  
process  of  dying  ...” (11)  This  quotation  shows  that 
Trotsky, in his desperate own individual situation of 
impending  brain  hemorrhage  and  possibly  pro-
longed vegetation,  wished a voluntary end to life. 
His last wish also shows the possibility of combin-
ing  individual  freedom of  choice  over  the  end of 
one’s life with the confidence that collective work-
ers’ struggles and solidarity will lead to the victory 
of socialism.

What happens to health care in the proletarian revo-
lution? For the communists this revolution consists 
of breaking the bourgeois state. This same bourgeois 
state, when demolishing the so-called ‘welfare state’, 
has strengthened its grip on health care, precisely in 
its efforts to reduce social wages. In contrast to the 
state  socialist  views of  social  democrats,  Stalinists 

11) The Testaments of Trotsky. This version should not not 
be confused with a very critical text that passes for Trot-
sky’s political testament, and that has been regarded by the 
‘Fourth International’ as a falsification. The question 
whether Trotsky can still be regarded as a communist at the 
end of his life, because he had relinquished his past, correct 
conception of the mass character of the workers’ struggle, 
and because of his role in the counter-revolution in Russia 
(as for instance in the Kronstadt uprising), is not dealt with 
here.

and Trotskyists, council communism argues that just 
as the working class has nothing to expect from the 
bourgeois state before the revolution, it cannot rely 
on a “proletarian” state after the revolution either. 
As Marx emphasized after  the 1871 Commune, fol-
lowed by Lenin in 1917, the destruction of the bour-
geois state in the revolution relates to its repressive 
functions. To the extent that the state fulfills socially 
useful functions, these are separated from the state 
proper,  stripped  of  their  bourgeois  character,  and 
are placed with the enterprises and  industries that, 
according  to  Marx  (but  not  to  the  state  socialist 
Lenin), is governed by the “association of free and 
equal producers”, meaning the workers’ councils.

At the beginning of this article we have seen a fore-
taste of the social upheavals that will then be possi-
ble, namely the pressure exerted by health-care pro-
fessionals, together with patients and their families, 
on the consequences of a medical ethic that was out-
dated by developments in medical technology. The 
importance of the patient’s or the client’s freedom of 
choice is not called into question by the abuse of this 
freedom by the state, for example in order to shift 
health care from hospitals and homes for the elderly 
to home and informal carers. After the revolution, in 
considerably  more  favorable  social  conditions,  the 
victorious  proletariat  will  develop  a  morale  of 
health care on a larger scale and at a much higher 
level, with the freedom to decide about one’s own 
life and death, which meets the development of each 
person’s individual qualities. (12)

12) See also Marx/Engels in ‘The German Ideology’: "In a real 
community the individuals obtain their freedom in and through 
their association. ... the proletarians, if they are to assert them-
selves as individuals, will have to abolish the very condition of 

https://www.marxists.org/history/etol/newspape/fi-is/no7/testaments.htm
http://libcom.org/blog/country-dijsselbloem-labor-relations-netherlands-14072017
http://libcom.org/blog/country-dijsselbloem-labor-relations-netherlands-14072017
http://libcom.org/blog/country-dijsselbloem-labor-relations-netherlands-14072017
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This view of the importance of freedom, individual-
ism and the development of each person’s unique 
qualities also corresponds to the proletarian moral-
ity within today’s class society. As far as the struggle 
of the working class is concerned, which can only be 
a collective one of mutual discussion, of enterprise 
and unemployed nuclei, of general assemblies in the 
streets and in enterprises, revolutionary morality is 
nothing but the constantly changing relationship be-
tween goals and means in the class struggle. That is 
to say that the means of the struggle are chosen in 
accordance with its goal, the development towards 
the revolution. (13)

In addition to the moments of collective class strug-
gle, in which solidarity and individuality reinforce 
each other, (14) there remain situations of severe ill-
ness, such as those discussed here, including for ex-
ample the depression suffered by Noa Pothoven. (15) 
Situations in which the individual workers and rev-
olutionaries concerned, taken alone and outside the 
struggle, are not able to link their fate directly to the 

their existence hitherto (which has, moreover, been that of all soci-
ety up to the present), namely, labor. Thus they find themselves 
directly opposed to the form in which, hitherto, the individuals, of 
which society consists, have given themselves collective expres-
sion, that is, the State. In order, therefore, to assert themselves as 
individuals, they must overthrow the State. ... With the commu-
nity of revolutionary proletarians, on the other hand, who take 
their conditions of existence and those of all members of society 
under their control, it is just the reverse; it is as individuals that 
the individuals participate in it." Part I: Feuerbach. 
Opposition of the Materialist and Idealist Outlook. 
D. Proletarians and Communism.

13) This also means NOT as in the Jesuits’ morals or in that of 
the Bolsheviks, who did not refrain from any means after 
the revolution, as long as they considered it serving the 
“workers’ state” (their own position of power) and “social-
ism” (state capitalism).

14) A point that Pannekoek has made in several articles.
15) Not to be confused with the temporary feelings of depression 

which are part of life, and have come to be diagnosed as 
depression under influence of the pharmaceutical industry.

collective struggle of their class. It seems to me that 
in these cases the communists respect and cherish 
the individual’s freedom of choice to decide about 
his or her own life and death. This also means that 
they do so with an understanding of the social limi-
tations  with  which  capitalism  presents  these 
choices. Eventually, the working class will discover 
possibilities  to  include such  apparently  individual 
issues in its collective struggle.

From this point of view, euthanasia and its autho-
rization under strict  conditions in the Netherlands 
since 2001 (16) is not just a matter of austerity. The 
right to suicide and assistance has been claimed by 
health-care workers, patients and their families. It is 
true  that  the  struggle  for  self-determination  over 
one’s own death, as part of the right to self-determi-
nation over one’s own life,  cannot immediately be 
included  in  the  solidarity  of  the  collective  labor 
struggle. But it would be opportunistic to leave this 
issue to the bourgeoisie. It is also true that the liber-
alist  bourgeoisie  in  particular  can incorporate  any 
claimed  right  into  its  ideology  of  abstract  human 
rights, aimed at concealing the exploitation and op-
pression by capital, in this case to facilitate the im-
plementation of budget cuts in health care.  It is to 
this  demystification of  liberalist  ideology that  this 
essay seeks to contribute. 

Fredo Corvo, August 28, 2019.

Translation and proofreading: Henry Cinnamon
Final version: September 12, 2019

16) In 2011 the Dutch minister of health care Els Borst (D’66) 
implemented a law legalizing Euthanasia in the 
Netherlands. Borst has been murdered in 2014 by a "men-
tally unstable man" who declared "having killed Borst because 
divine inspiration told him to do so, holding her responsible for 
the Dutch policy on euthanasia" (Wikipedia, Els Borst). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Els_Borst#Death
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euthanasia_in_the_Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euthanasia_in_the_Netherlands
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/german-ideology/ch01d.htm#d1
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/german-ideology/ch01d.htm#d1
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/german-ideology/ch01d.htm#d1


On the Turkish Invasion of North-East Syria
A first internationalist statement (F.D.)

A first internationalist statement against the renewed fanning flames of war over Syria has been published on the ICT 
website, on an individual title, which puts the latest maneuver by the Trump-administration, and its apparent complicity 
with the Erdoğan regime, in the context of global rivalries between the USA and Assad’s Russian patron reemerging as a  
great power in a regional alliance with Tehran.

It  was  obvious  from  the  beginning  of  the  war 
against Bashar el Assad [of Syria] (2011) that Turkey 
intended  to  invade  north-east  Syria  alongside  its 
border (an area of some 30 kilometers deep and 420 
long).  Turkey only participated in  the  war  against 
Isis/Daech after a long delay, and never with much 
conviction. For Erdoğan it was just an excuse to pur-
sue his eternal single aim, that of combating all the 
Kurdish militias in Syria, but especially those fight-
ing  alongside  the  Coalition  in  territory  bordering 
Turkey. The only possible explanation for this atti-
tude is his intention to prevent the formation of an 
autonomous  Kurdish  state  after  the  Syrian  war 
ends. Strategically, Erdoğan aims to prevent not only 
the  birth  of  a  second  Kurdish  state  in  the  area, 
which could in the near future be linked to the one 
in Iraq, but also to halt a political and military recov-
ery of the Turkish Kurdish Party (PKK), considered 
the  number  one enemy of  Ankara,  the  “terrorist” 
force that has to be fought at all costs, the cause of 
all  the  evils  that  are  affecting  the  fragile  Turkish 
economy.

In this regard, it does not matter that Erdoğan's mili-
tary move is clearly against international law which, 
even if it is a bourgeois deceit and merely a useful 
tool for the great imperialist powers, should have at 
least a minimum of validity in resolving issues like 
this between the various imperialisms. It counts for 
nothing that the Kurds in question (YPG) were the 
ones  who  fought  alongside  the  Americans  and 
shouldered  the  greater  weight  of  the  war  against 
Isis. While the Americans and the rest of the Coali-
tion bombed the “caliphate” positions in a sort of 
video war game, the Kurdish militias fought on the 
ground, losing thousands of militants,  either dead 
or wounded. Nor does it matter that the Kurds of 
the YPG have never had such close relations with 
the “terrorists”  of  the  PKK as Erdogan maintains, 
other than sporadic military ties in the fight against 

Isis,  and  a  common  Stalinist  ideology,  which  we 
have always denounced. (1)

The important thing for Erdogan is that the Kurdish 
“nationalist  curse”  should  not  give  him  sleepless 
nights  or  disrupt  his  drive  for  Sunni  leadership 
throughout the region, or to make Turkey an oil hub 
in the Mediterranean as well as control a strategic 
area like that of north-east Syria.

If all this has been obvious since 2011, the position 
of the United States is less clear. Trump has accus-
tomed us to the “bipolar” attitude of his entire ad-
ministration, both in terms of behavior and in terms 
of domestic and foreign policy,  and it  is  apparent 
even here. Nevertheless, there is a logic in the atti-
tude of Trump and his faithful collaborator Pompeo. 
The USA did not enter Syria to destroy Daech, but, 
on the contrary,  originally contributed to its  birth, 
arming and financing it on a par with Turkey and its 
allies, in order to prevent Russia from continuing to 
have  the  use  of  Syrian  ports  and naval  bases.  Its 
other aims were: to contain the Iranian presence in 
the Gulf, to undermine the Shiite coalition (Assad’s 
Syria, Lebanese Hezbollah, Iraqis, Iranians and the 
Houthi  rebels  in  Yemen)  which  in  Syria  (but  not 
only there) contended for supremacy over the entire 
Persian Gulf under the aegis of Russia, as well as the 
Mediterranean, the major oil and gas pipelines that 
flow from the north-east of Russia down to Iran to-
wards Europe, and the Arabian Sea. All of this seri-
ously damaged US imperialist aims and its allies in 
the region.

But Russian military intervention in the Syrian war 
(2014) shifted the balance of power on the ground to 
the point where Assad’s government, from being on 

1) For previous articles in English on Rojava and the YPG see: 
In Rojava: People’s War is not Class War (October 30, 
2014); The Bloodbath in Syria: Class War or Ethnic 
War? (October 31, 2014)

https://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2014-10-31/the-bloodbath-in-syria-class-war-or-ethnic-war
https://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2014-10-31/the-bloodbath-in-syria-class-war-or-ethnic-war
https://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2014-10-30/in-rojava-people%E2%80%99s-war-is-not-class-war
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the point of falling, has remained in power, whilst 
the war of all against all has formally ended in favor 
of the Moscow-Damascus axis.

But Russian military intervention in the Syrian war 
(2014) shifted the balance of power on the ground to 
the point where Assad’s government, from being on 
the point of falling, has remained in power, whilst 
the war of all against all has formally ended in favor 
of  the  Moscow-Damascus  axis.  Previous peace  at-
tempts,  better  defined  as  attempts  at  partitioning 
Syria (the Sochi Accords) (2) have failed, so Trump, 
while realizing this was a defeat, thought it better to 
cut his losses, but under certain conditions.

The first, hidden behind a hypocritical statement in 
which Trump, asked “What are we doing in Syria 
spending money on small tribal wars?” was to aban-
don  Syria  by  withdrawing  the  troops.  This  was 
nothing but the implementation of a previously de-
cided plan, even if his collaborators have forced him 
to keep a military contingent of a couple of thou-
sand men and two hundred military advisers there.

While  deploring  Turkey’s  initiative  to  invade  the 
north-east of Syria and shamelessly denying that he 
has  turned  a  blind  eye  to  Erdoğan’s  aggression 
against the Kurds, the USA’s other faithful ally, the 
withdrawal of most US-troops has in fact given the 
green light to the Turkish army. Ankara’s stated aim 
is to create a broad security zone along the Turkish 
border to be transformed into a place of refuge for 
the almost three million Syrian refugees. In reality 
the aim is to achieve all the objectives previously un-
derlined. For the USA it was like saying: the war is 
not over, but the destabilization of the area is useful 
in weakening the Assad regime and its great ally, 
Russian  imperialism.  Erdoğan  has  thus  been  al-
lowed a free hand by the US, even at the tragic cost 

2) See also: Syria: The Long War that Never Ends (Febru-
ary 16, 2018).

of  more  of  the  bloodletting  that  has  already  en-
gulfed Syria (3) for eight years, all due to the insa-
tiable thirst of the imperialist actors who are operat-
ing in this tragic land of death and refugees. The lat-
ter are the victims of a world crisis that first triggers, 
then exacerbates, the conflicts that are capitalism’s 
means of survival  of  capitalism with its  incurable 
contradictions.

Fighting capitalism for the only possible alternative 
– communism – means fighting war in all its mani-
festations, combating imperialism in all its guises as 
the main instigator of war. This also means not fall-
ing into the nationalist game of the Kurdish minori-
ties who, in order to pursue their objective – a bour-
geois and capitalist nation state – hitch their wagon 
to imperialism and become a tool that, once its use-
fulness is over, is left in the toolbox. This is the case 
of the YPG, exploited by the USA against ISIS and 
then  handed  over  to  Turkish  imperialism.  In  the 
midst  of  this  devastating crisis  that  produces  war 
upon war,  it  is  not  the birth of new nationalisms, 
whether Kurdish or of any other ethnic group that is 
the order of the day, but the proletarian revolution, 
the only one that can put a stop to crises, wars and 
the inhuman arrogance of imperialism.

Fd, 10 October 2019

Source: The Turkish Invasion of Syria
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-10-12/the-
turkish-invasion-of-syria  .

Translation: ICT, October 12, 2019

3) For more see: The War in Syria and Shifting 
Imperialist Positions (August 14, 2017); Syria: The 
Real Significance of the US Bombardment (April 16, 
2018); Syria – The Final Chapter? (August 19, 2017) and 
many more on our site.
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Documents of the historical Communist Left
Willy Huhn (1961): On the doctrine of the revolutionary party (Part 2)

In the first part of this article (A Free Retriever's Digest #3, July – September 2019), Huhn sets out the relationship of 
the communists and the working class according to the concise formulations of the ‘Communist Manifesto’, and develops  
on “the historical role of the communists and their task with regards to the working class”  at the hand of writings of 
Marx and Engels from the 1848 democratic revolutions. In this second part the latter are further substantiated in the light 
of the experiences of the ‘Communists’ League’ in this period and of their appreciation afterwards by Marx and Engels.

§ III.1
[The Party, not as an organization of minorities, but as a class for itself ]

Also, in the later address by the central authority of 
the “League”, of June 1850, it is stated again that the 
purpose of the “League” would be “the revolutionary  
organization  of  the  workers’  party”,  with  which  the 
League, occasionally also called “communist party”, 
by no means identifies itself (p. 140). (1) And again it 
seems as if the long existing “workers’ party” only 
needs  independent  “revolutionary  organization”. 
One sentence is still of particular interest here:

“The workers’ party may very well use other parties and  
party fractions for its purposes, but it may not subordinate  
itself to any other party.” (Ibidem)

According to our current use of language it is un-
thinkable  that  a  “workers’  party” could use  other 
parties for its purposes or subordinate itself to an-
other party. And which “other party” could this be 
in June 1850? This becomes clear in a review of the 
speech of March 1850, which deals with the  “rela-
tionship of  the revolutionary workers’  party” with the 
“petty-bourgeois-democratic  party  in  Germany”.  With 
the  “Workers’  Party”,  we  must  think  back  at  this 
party  whose  independence  had  [yet]  to  be  estab-
lished and who had to be “organized as much as possi-
ble”.  In  petty-bourgeois  democracy,  however,  the 
March 1850 speech distinguishes three “elements” 
or fractions: 1. the most advanced parts of the grand 
bourgeoisie; which pursue the immediate and com-
plete  overthrow  of  feudalism  and  absolutism  as 
their goal; 2. the petty bourgeoisie which strives for 
a constitutional-democratic federal state; 3. the petty 
bourgeoisie whose ideal is a federal policy modeled 
on Switzerland and which now calls itself  “red and  
social-democratic”.  The  petty-bourgeois-democratic 
“party” in Germany, it continues, is very powerful: it 

1) Marx-Engels, “Ansprache der Zentralbehörde an den Bund 
vom Juni 1850” (MEW Bd. 7, p 306 – 312). The two quota-
tion in this paragraph are from p. 308 and 309.

encompasses not only the great majority of the bour-
geois  inhabitants,  the  cities,  the  small  industrial 
merchants and the works’ masters, (2) but the peas-
ants and the rural proletariat as well (pp. 126-127). 
(3) Now it should be quite clear that for Marx/En-
gels “party fractions” can mean different class strata, 
while “party” means a whole class with its different 
social groups and followers. They also use the term 
“workers’  party”  accordingly,  with  regards  to  the 
part of the proletarian class [that is] not organized in 
the party, and to the meaning of single, outstanding 
personalities. The “early” Plekhanov, especially his 
writing on the role of personality in history, can to-
day still  be  considered fundamental  for  Marxism-
Leninism. (4)  

The popular masses of and with the proletariat in 
opposition are in favor of the revolutionary party. 
With this assessment the aforementioned contradic-
tions can be resolved: such a “workers’ party” actu-
ally still needs a revolutionary organization!

One passage from the speech by the central author-
ity of the “Communists’ League” in June 1850 seems 
particularly  remarkable  to  me.  After  the  defeat  of 
1849 “the need for a strong secret organization of the rev-
olutionary party over all of Germany” and in Switzer-
land  “emerged everywhere” and prompted the send-
ing of an emissary of the central authority to Ger-
many and Switzerland. However, it is said that the 

2) Original: “Gewerksmeister”
3) Marx-Engels, “Ansprache der Zentralbehörde an den Bund 

vom März 1850” (MEW Bd. 7, p 246).
4) In earlier texts Huhn referred specifically to G.V. 

Plekhanov’s On the Role of the Individual in History   
(1898) with regards to Lenin’s conception of the role of 
“revolutionary minorities” (or: “revolutionary intelli-
gentsia”) in history, for instance in: Willy Huhn (1948): 
‘Lenin as a Utopian’. 

https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/03/30/lenin-as-a-utopian/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/03/30/lenin-as-a-utopian/
https://www.marxists.org/archive/plekhanov/1898/xx/individual.html
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“connection” which was established in  Switzerland 
at the beginning of 1850  “did not have a determinate  
party  character” and that  it  lacked  “a  specific  party  
point of view”. The members consisted of “piebald ele-
ments”,  former  members  of  the  Palatinate  govern-
ment, the most timid petty-bourgeois democrats, de-
termined communists, and even former members of 
the League, thus  “people of  all fractions of  the move-
ments”.  (Here the equation of party fractions with 
those  of  the  movements  and  thus  the  identity  of 
party and movement is again quite clear). According 
to a complete member list,  this society in Switzer-
land had barely 30 members in its heyday. And then 
it literally says: “It is significant that the workers are al-
most not represented at all in this number. It has always  
been an army of mere petty officers and officers without  
soldiers” (loc.  cit.,  p.  138).  (5)  Half  a  century  later 
Lenin would organize a  “vanguard of the proletariat” 
even as a “general staff”.

But if the “Communists’ League”, to which all the 
“communist parties” refer as their predecessor, did 
not yet represent even the  “independent organization  
of the workers’ party” (workers’ movement) that it de-
manded and promoted, then what was it? First of 
all, it was not the organization of a part (vanguard) 
of the proletariat, but “an organization within the Ger-
man working class”, which was already “necessary for  
propaganda”. And although it could only be a secret 
[organization], Marx/Engels were convinced of the 
need to  “liberate the League from the old conspiratorial  
traditions and forms”. The following characterization 
is probably the decisive statement:

“The organization itself was quite democratic, with elected  
and always revocable authorities and through this alone all  
conspiracy desires, which require dictatorship, were put a  
stop to and the League – for ordinary peace times at least –  
was transformed into a pure propaganda society.” (“Revela-
tions”, loc. cit., pp. 20-21) (6)

These sentences are those from the History of the  
Communists’  League by  Friedrich  Engels  dated 
October  8,  1885.  The  “Communists’  League”  was 
thus a pure propaganda society as long as no new 
revolution broke out and put an end to the  “peace  
times”. And if the revolution broke out again, what 
was then the task of the “Communists’ League”? In 
the revolution of 1848/49,  “the proletarian party  on  
the  continent” exceptionally  had  “the  legal  means of  

5) Marx-Engels, “Ansprache der Zentralbehörde an den Bund 
vom Juni 1850” (MEW Bd. 7, p 307).

6) Engels, “Zur Geschichte des Bundes der Kommunisten” 
(MEW, Bd. 21, S. 215).

party  organization” at  its  disposal,  namely:  press, 
freedom of speech and right of association. Before as 
well as after the revolution one depended again on 
the path of  “secret connection” or  “secret society”. In 
Germany,  the  purpose  of  the  secret  societies  was 
“the formation of the party of the proletariat“ and not to 
overthrow the existing government:

“This was necessary in countries such as Germany, where  
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat were jointly defeated by  
their semi-feudal governments, where thus a victorious at-
tack on the existing governments, first had to help the bour-
geoisie, or at least the so-called middle classes (7), come to  
rule, instead of breaking their power. There was no doubt  
that here too the members of the proletarian party would  
participate anew in a revolution against the status quo, but  
it did not belong to their task to prepare this revolution, to  
agitate, to conspire or to plot for it. They could leave this  
preparation to the general conditions and the classes directly  
involved. They had to leave it to them, if they did not want to  
renounce their own party position and the historical tasks  
which arose by themselves from the general conditions of ex-
istence of the proletariat”. (“Revelations,” pp. 94-95) (8)

So after 1850 Germany was in the same political sit-
uation as the Tsarist Empire half a century later, but 
Lenin took this attitude of Marx/Engels as little as 
an example for himself as their conception of the or-
ganization of the “workers’ party” and of the role of 
a secret or public society of Marxists.

Albeit  the  German proletariat  was  excluded from 
writing, speech, and association, the “Communists’ 
League” did not constitute itself as a conspiratorial 
association,  but  as  “a  society  that  secretly  brought  
about the organization of the proletarian party”, mean-
ing that  “formation of the proletariat into a class” de-
manded in the Manifesto, thus a “secret society that  
aims at the formation not of the government but of the  
opposition party of the future”. (9)

Here  too,  may  I  only  be  allowed the  anticipatory 
hint that Lenin with his party was striving for ex-
actly the opposite, namely the formation of a ruling 
party. One can argue that his attitude was histori-
cally correct  after  1900,  but  one cannot claim that 
Lenin’s  party  was  a  renaissance  of  the  “Commu-
nists’ League” of 1849/50.  [Huhn refers to A. Rosen-
berg, see note p.  27] The reorganization of the Com-
munists’ League after the downfall of the 1848 Revo-
lution presupposed that  “the German workers’ move-

7) “Mittelstände”, lit.: ‘middle estates’.
8) Karl Marx, “Enthüllungen über den Kommunistenprozeß 

zu Köln” (MEW, Bd. 8, S. 458).
9) Ibidem, (MEW, Bd. 8, S. 461).
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ment only persists in the form of theoretical propaganda,  
moreover banished to narrow circles”. (Karl Marx in his 
epilogue to the Leipzig edition of January 3, 1875; 
loc. cit., p. 122) (10)

Nevertheless,  even  in  the  Revolution  –  at  least  in 
Berlin according to a report by Stephan Born of May 
11,  1848 – the “League” was dissolved,  dispersed, 
and not yet firmly organized again. Engels himself 
reported on January 14, 1848 from Paris, which was 
on the verge of revolution: “It’s miserable here with the  
League. Such sleepiness and petty jealousy of  the guys  
among each other has never occurred to me ... I will now  
make  one last  attempt,  if  that  does  not  succeed,  I  will  
withdraw from this kind of propaganda.” (Marx/Engels, 
“Briefwechsel”, vol. I, pp. 108-09) (11)

Wilhelm  Wolff,  who  traveled  from  Mainz  via 
Cologne to Breslau after the outbreak of the March 
Revolution, found hardly any traces of the League. 
In Berlin,  “about twenty more people” held together, 
but without any organizational form. Also in Bres-
lau there was “nothing of organization”. Ernst Dronke 
reported from Koblenz on May 5, 1848, that the peo-
ple were currently very occupied by the elections; he 
had constituted a community (12) and had accepted 
four members so far. In Frankfurt, where one is al-
most “stoned to death if one confesses to being a commu-
nist”, he has won two people and will constitute a 
community. In Mainz he had “found” the League in 
the  “beginning  of  complete  anarchy”,  one  [member] 
was playing domino in the pub while a meeting was 
scheduled. Thus, according to Engels, the “Commu-
nists’ League” proved itself in the revolution of 1848 
as  “far too weak a lever faced with the movement of the  
popular  masses  that  had  now  broken  out”.  The 
“League”,  which  in  peaceful  pre-revolutionary 
times was supposed to be a pure propaganda soci-
ety,  thus  ceased  –  again  according  to  Engels  –  to 
“mean something as such” just at the moment when it 
no longer needed to act in secret. Although some of 
its members were everywhere at the head of the ex-
treme-democratic  revolution,  as  an  organization  it 
played not only a modest, but almost no role at all in 
the popular movement itself.

So what value did the pure propaganda society of 
the  “Communists’  League” have in  the  revolution 
and for the revolution itself? Engels’ answer is that it 

10) Karl Marx, “Nachwort zu Enthüllungen über den Kommu-
nistenprozeß zu Köln” (MEW, Bd. 8, S. 575).

11) Letter by Engels to Marx, January 14, 1848 (MEW, Bd. 27, S. 
111) 

12) “Gemeinde”

had been “an excellent school of revolutionary activity”. 
(“Introduction” of 1885, p. 24). (13) One may well un-
derstand this to mean that the “League” provided 
trained leaders to the revolutionary movement. And 
Franz Mehring takes up the word of Stephan Born 
that  the  “League”  had  been  “everywhere  and  
nowhere” in  Berlin  despite  its  dissolved,  scattered 
and disorganized state:

“Everywhere and nowhere – with these words Born aptly  
marked the work of the Communists’ League in the March  
Revolution.  Its  organization was nowhere,  but its propa-
ganda was everywhere, where the real preconditions of the  
proletarian emancipation struggle were already given. This  
was, admittedly, only the case in a relatively small part of  
Germany  during  the  revolutionary  years,  and  this  was  
where the workers’ movement at the time found its tempo-
rarily unbreakable barriers. But what it could accomplish  
within these barriers, it did to an outstanding degree, thanks  
first  and  foremost  to  the  Communists’  League.”  (Franz 
Mehring, “Introduction” to the fourth edition, Berlin 
1914; loc. cit., p. 162) (14)

Mehring apparently also considered the after-effect 
of propaganda more important than the existence of 
an organization, although he also emphasizes that 
the Communists’ League  “by stripping away all con-
spiracy,  with  its  inevitably  always  hierarchical  tenden-
cies,  was  made  into  a  democratic  propaganda  society.” 
(ibid., p. 153)

It is well known that the principle of hierarchical or-
ganization comes from the Catholic Church, and in 
the form of the Jesuit Order it has entered into a par-
ticularly close connection with the military organi-
zational principles of the former officer Ignatius of 
Loyola.  But  the  Jesuit  order  was  a  counterrevolu-
tionary organization, namely the fighting formation 
of the Catholic clergy against the Reformation. As a 
revolutionary organization that wanted to serve the 
workers’  movement,  the  “Communists’  League” 
could not well organize itself as a secularized Jesuit 
order: “It has never been the closed war formation of the  
proletariat that the bad conscience of  the ruling classes  
saw in it, but its encouraging, clarifying and advertising  
effect has reached deep and far enough.” (Mehring, loc. 
cit., p. 162)

But after 1900 Lenin will try to “model” the struggle 
of the workers’ movement according to military as-

13) Engels, “Zur Geschichte des Bundes der Kommunisten” 
(MEW, Bd. 21, S. 218)

14) Franz Mehring, Einleitung zu Karl Marx: Enthüllungen 
über den Kommunisten-Prozess zu Köln.

https://sites.google.com/site/sozialistischeklassiker2punkt0/mehring/mehring-geschichte-arbeiterbewegung/mehring-arbeiterbewegung-von-1848-bis-1871/franz-mehring-einleitung-zu-karl-marx-enthuellungen
https://sites.google.com/site/sozialistischeklassiker2punkt0/mehring/mehring-geschichte-arbeiterbewegung/mehring-arbeiterbewegung-von-1848-bis-1871/franz-mehring-einleitung-zu-karl-marx-enthuellungen
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pects and to organize such a “war formation” as the 
“vanguard” of the proletariat by “cadres”. (The use 
of these expressions from military jargon is reveal-
ing: in the first case it is about the “advanced troop” 
or “advanced guard”, in the other about the “trunk 
of a regiment of officers and petty officers”; see also 
“trunk-battery” for the older word “cadre-battery”.) 
[Note by Huhn on ‘Lenin and military organization’, see  
below, p. 27] 

According  to  the  opinion  of  Marx/Engels  of 
1852/53  quoted  here,  the  “Communists’  League” 
before  the  revolution,  in  “ordinary  peace  times”, 
should thus “be a pure propaganda society”. But when 
the peaceful period was over and the revolution, the 
“war  formation”,  broke  out,  it  did  not  turn  into  a 
“closed  war  formation” at  all.  The  “movement  of  the  
popular  masses” was  strong  and  powerful,  but  the 
“League” was only  “too weak a lever” to mean any-
thing in the revolution. (We only anticipate that the 
legitimate  and  conscious  legacy  of  the  “Commu-
nists’  League”,  namely  the  “Spartakusbund” of 
Rosa  Luxemburg  and Karl  Liebknecht,  played ex-
actly  the  same “weak”  and “insignificant”  role  in 
the revolution of 1918/19). Its significance lay exclu-
sively  in  having been  “an excellent  school  of  revolu-
tionary  activity”,  having placed  political  leaders  at 
the service of the revolution and the risen popular 
masses, and having carried out a far-reaching and 
reverberated propaganda, despite its small member-
ship. So what was the “Communists’ League” after 

all? A seminar for revolutionary leaders of the work-
ers’ movement and a society for the propaganda of 
the theories of Marx/Engels. [Note by Huhn on ‘semi-
nar’, see below, p. 27] 

Especially in the Revolution and for the Revolution – 
for  the  “unusual  times of  war” -  the “Communists’ 
League”,  the  “Marx  Party”,  as  it  was  wrongly 
called in the Cologne ‘Communist trial’, was unsuit-
able. It was not made for that. Marx himself admit-
ted this in 1860 with the sentence: “During the times  
of revolutionary in Germany its activity expired by itself,  
in that now more effective ways for the assertion of its  
purposes were open.” (“Herr Vogt”, loc. cit., p. 59). (15) 
A  broken  out  revolution  creates  possibilities  for 
sowing the seeds of a revolutionary theory like that 
of Marx/Engels which are quite different from those 
available to a “party” – publicly or secretly – in ordi-
nary times of peace.

The 3rd and final part follows in the next issue.

Source: Willy Huhn, Zur Lehre von der revolutio-
nären Partei (WISO Vol.6 #15, Sept. 1961); Reprint 
Karin Kramer Verlag 1970; Die Buchmacherei 2017. 
http://aaap.be/Pages/Willy-Huhn.html#zurl

Translation: Jac. Johanson; Transcription, Source ref-
erences and proofreading: Fredo Corvo, August 2019.

15) Marx, “Herr Vogt” (MEW Bd. 14, S. 440)

Notes by Willy Huhn
Reference to A. Rosenberg [Quotation]: The revolutionary Marxism of 1848 found its continuation in Tsarist Russia. Lenin took 
the path of “a revitalization of the original Marxism of 1848.”  In this way he “created Bolshevism with its sharp opposition to Western  
European Social-Democracy and its not at all unjustified claim to bring the real revolutionary original Marxism back to life.”  (Arthur 
Rosenberg, „Geschichte des Bolschewismus“, Rowohlt. Berlin 1932, p. 26 and p.31). [Back to p. 25]
[English reference: Arthur Rosenberg, A History of Bolshevism: From Marx to the First Five-Year Plan, 1934.]

Lenin and the military organization: For Lenin “the revolution [is] a war” (“Wperjod” 31/18 January 1905, „Sämtliche Werke“, Bd. 
VII, S. 122).  “Let us take the modern army. It is one of the good example of the organization. And this organization is good only because it is  
flexible and at the same time able to give millions of people a unified will. Today these millions are living in their homes in various parts of  
the country. Tomorrow the mobilization order arrives – and they have already gathered at the designated places.  Today they lie  in the  
trenches, and this may go on for months. Tomorrow they are led to the attack in a different formation. Today they perform a miracle, shelter -
ing from bullets and shrapnel. Tomorrow they perform miracles in open combat. Today their advance detachments put mines under the  
ground, tomorrow they advance scores of miles on the ground, guided by airmen flying overhead. Yes, it is called organization when, in the  
pursuit of a certain aim, animated by a certain will, millions of people alter the forms of their relations and their activity, in accordance with  
the changing conditions and requirements of the struggle. The same holds true for the working-class struggle against the bourgeoisie.”  (In 
‘Kommunist’ No. 1-2, Summer 1915, p. 59). As can be seen, for Lenin, the “goodness”, respectively the value, of an organization 
consists of the possibility to dispose of human masses. [Back to p. 27]

[German reference, somewhat different: Lenin, Der Zusammenbruch der II. Internationale, VIII (LW, Bd. 21, S. 249)]

Seminar: In the word  “seminar” – in fact  semen school,  later plant school – the spreading or  “propaganda” over the 
country is  implied.  Christianity  originated in  the  cities  of  the  Roman Empire,  and its  “propaganda fide” had to be 
spread over the “pagan land”; the pagan thus was also the “peasant” (paganus) in the heather (French: paysan). In so 
far as a seminar in the strict sense is a  “preparatory school and an a place for exercise of future teachers and clerks” ,  the 
latter indeed go to the countryside and to the people in order to spread the acquired teachings.  [Back to p. 27] 

http://aaap.be/Pdf/Nachschlagewerke/LW21.pdf
https://www.marxists.org/archive/rosenberg/history-bolshevism/ch02.htm
http://aaap.be/Pages/Willy-Huhn.html#zurl


An Invitation to a Discussion
‘Emancipación’ and the international communist Left

In the second half of June, the group ‘Emancipación’ held its first congress. Henceforth the publishers of the blog ‘Nuevo  
Curso’ have shifted their ambitions from the Spanish-speaking hemisphere to a global scale, and from an organization 
around basic positions to one that puts forward slogans and statements on the actual situation. However, this step for -
ward is not without problems, related to their historical origins from what is often called the Spanish communist Left  
around Grandizo Munis.

Following its congress, the IGCL has set forth its critique and concerns in a letter to the group, which we publish inte-
grally on the following pages. Subsequently, in  “One step forward, two steps back”, Fredo Corvo (‘Arbeidersstemmen’) 
criticizes the orientations of ‘Emancipación’ in the light of the experience of the RASP/Sneevliet group whose majority 
broke with Trotskyism, following discussions in its  midst that led it to reject the defense of the Soviet Union (as state 
capitalist) and to defend proletarian internationalism under German occupation. 

Two critical voices on ‘Emancipación’s Trotskyist leanings
• The IGCL’s letter to ‘Emancipación’ (July 10th, 2019) 

(page 29)

• One step forward, two steps back 
(page 32)

In a special edition of its journal ‘Revolution or War’, the IGCL has set forth its appreciation of the situation and dy-
namic of the current milieu of the communist Left as a whole. In the section With Special Interest we publish a review by 
‘Arbeidersstemmen’. Last but not least, we publish a reply by ‘RoW’ on our introduction to the GIC’s main work ‘Funda-
mental principles of communist production and distribution’.

The milieu of the communist Left
• ‘Revolution or War’ on the proletarian camp and its future – A Review 

(page 35)

• An Echo on our Introduction to the GIC’s ‘Fundamental Principles’ 
(page 37)

Readers are invited to send their appreciations of the presented texts, questions and/or own contributions on the subject 
per e-mail. Correspondence is eligible for publication.

Interesting reading,

The editor.

The next release of A Free Retr iever's  Digest is envisaged in the first half of January 2020.
Please send your notifications and contributions ultimately on Sunday, December 22, 2019.



Two Critical Voices on the First Congress of the 
Group ‘Emancipación’

The IGCL’s letter to ‘Emancipación’ (July 10th, 2019)
Dear comrades,

In this letter, we would like to share with you the 
political balance-sheet we draw of the 1st Congress 
of  Emancipación.  This  balance-sheet  is  based  on 
the two documents you have published,  Informe del  
congreso (1)  and  Consignas,  on  the  Nuevo  Curso 
website, (2) and on the letter that the Congress wrote 
to us (which we dated 24 June) in response to our 
previous letter of 18 June. (…).

The constitution of Emancipación as a full commu-
nist political group is an important step whose polit-
ical and historical significance goes far beyond the 
mere  appearance  of  a  new communist  group.  We 
have entered a period of massive confrontation be-
tween the classes due to the crisis and the prospect 
of generalized imperialist war, which the former is 
exacerbating every time more. The contradictions of 
capitalism are exploding one after another, causing 
upheavals of all kinds at all levels of capitalist soci-
ety. The revolutionary forces and more in particular 
the international proletarian camp , the party in 
the making, [do also not escape from it] to the point 
of encountering great difficulties and seeing its con-
tradictions and weaknesses also explode and of liv-
ing a moment of profound reconfiguration precisely 
because of this new situation.

Therefore,  the  constitution  of  Emancipación as  a 
full political group expresses the fact that the inter-
national proletariat, although generally submitted to 
bourgeois ideology and far from being able to repel 
the attacks of any kind imposed by capital, tends to 
resist by struggle and to free itself from the ideologi-
cal grip of the latter, and that its revolutionary fu-
ture remains relevant. It also expresses the dynam-
ics and the struggle for the party among the forces 
of  the  proletarian  camp,  a  combat  that  passes 
through the confrontation with opportunism within 
its ranks – the most caricatured expression of which 
is still the ICC and its theory of decomposition and 
of parasitism – and the  interpellation of the other 

1) Report of the First Congress of Emancipation (June 
23, 2019)

2) “Slogans”, see: Primer Congreso de «Emancipación» 

forces of the Communist Left so that they assume 
the responsibilities that history has given them – we 
think in particular here of the ICT despite its weak-
nesses  and  shortcomings  (but  also,  modestly  be-
cause of our reality, of ourselves). In this sense, the 
1st Congress of Emancipación is an important event 
in the class struggle that should be welcomed and 
that will have to be developed and confirmed in the 
future. Because the particularity of communist  ac-
tivity  is  precisely  that  each  new step  successfully 
completed multiplies the responsibilities and tasks 
to come.

The congress is all the more important as it appears 
that the constitution as a political group is accompa-
nied by  a [raising] of consciousness  and a practical 
orientation so that  Emancipación be a truly inter-
national communist group and not a ’Spanish’ or ’re-
gional’ one,  nor  limited  to  the  Hispanic  or  Latin-
speaking milieu alone, which was still partly present 
at the 1st conference of  Nuevo Curso. This step, as 
you know, is fundamental for us:

“(...) we consider that any communist group must imme-
diately  consider  itself  as  an  expression  of  the  interna-
tional  proletariat,  wherever  and whenever  it  can inter-
vene directly and physically, with obviously a particular  
responsibility in these places. That is why we believe that  
any communist group must ’tend’ – it is not an ’absolute’  
that can be decreed but a process of political homogeneity  
and unity around the communist program – to constitute  
itself and act as a centralized international group” (IGCL 
letter to the Liga Emancipación, August 2018).

It is therefore with enthusiasm and great hope that 
we have taken [notice] of the work of the Congress 
and [welcome] it. It is therefore also in the context of 
this fraternal and positive [welcome] that the follow-
ing elements  of  criticism must  be  read,  discussed 
and taken into  consideration.  We hope  that  these 
discussion points will be as useful to you as they are 
to us.

1) But first a “critical” question: the documents we 
have read do not mention the particular adoption of 
a political platform. Does the platform remain [that] 

https://nuevocurso.org/primer-congreso-de-emancipacion/
http://en.emancipacion.info/1st-congress-of-emancipation/
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of the  Fundamental  Bases  of  the  Liga  Emanci-
pación? If this is the case, then our comments at the 
time remain valid:

“As such, the Bases leave a wide political and even ’pro-
grammatic’ space in which different,  distinct,  divergent  
and even contradictory political approaches can emerge,  
develop  and ’coexist’  until  the  reality  of  class  struggle  
come to [demand] their clarification and make a decision  
between them.  As a result,  the  Bases can only be  a  
moment,  probably necessary but temporary, for the  
development of a ’communist organization’,  to use your  
words” (idem).

If this is not the case, the new platform should be 
published as soon as possible.

2) The Report of the Congress , which recounts the 
situation of capitalism today, makes no mention of 
the  historical  alternative  of  international  prole-
tarian  revolution  or  generalized  imperialist  
war. Therefore, it reduces its vision of the situation 
and makes it difficult to understand how  Emanci-
pación sees the current historical dynamics. Effec-
tively, the historical alternative, and in particular the 
march to generalized war to which all national capi-
talist classes are forced, directly determines the evo-
lution of the relation of forces between the classes. 
In this sense,  the permanent relation of the prole-
tariat to the perspective of war is also an element of 
the historical situation that makes it possible to ana-
lyze this relation of forces. The historical alternative 
is thus a ’concrete’ factor of the immediate situation 
by already determining today the imperialist  poli-
cies and the attacks of the ruling class, their charac-
teristics  and  intensity,  against  the  proletariat.  The 
absence of any [reference to] this alternative as well 
as  of  any  reference  to  the  question  of  the  prole-
tariat’s relation to the generalized imperialist war, is 
a weakness of the Congress according to us, at least 
of the document it adopted, while many of  Nuevo  
Curso’s  public  statements  on  its  blog  had  been 
much more precise and complete from this point of 
view. It is difficult to know today whether there re-
sides a real disagreement between us. We will most 
certainly verify it in the future.

3) But above all, a significant divergence [exists] on 
the  claim  to  historical  continuity.  We  knew  that 
Nuevo  Curso tended to  claim [adherence  to  only] 
the Spanish Communist Left and more particularly 
to the FOR of Munis. The Congress adopted the fol-
lowing: “Our tendency is born as the international com-
munist Left, driven by the opposition of the Russian Left  

against  the  degeneration  of  the  [Communist]  Interna-
tional. It constituted external fractions of the left (...). It  
founded the 4th International in 1938 when the path to a  
new world war was opened by the capitulation of the In-
ternational  [before  Nazism  in  1933  without  struggle],  
and especially after the defeat of the Spanish Revolution  
in 1937…” (3) It is always more ’difficult’ to debate a 
position  already  adopted  by  the  Congress  and 
which,  in fact,  is  more committing than before its 
adoption.  We  have  probably  failed  to  be  vigilant 
with regard to our warning of August 2018, which 
we pointed out above, that the political definition of 
Emancipación was, in fact, still in progress, under 
process.  We should have discussed this issue with 
you more directly before the Congress adopted this 
position, prematurely in our view. Whether or not 
we would have been able to convince you then, in 
any case it would have helped you to clarify your fi-
nal position and its arguments, and [could have led 
you] to take a more coherent position than this one, 
which already contains and displays significant con-
tradictions. For example, the letter sent to us by the 
Congress  confuses  the  Communist  Left  with  the 
Fourth  International,  even  though  the  former  has 
constantly criticized Trotsky’s approach calling for 
the constitution of the “Fourth” since 1933: “We are  
not the heirs of  this particular tendency of the Interna-
tional Communist Left, but of the work of  the  Commu-
nist Left as a whole and particularly of its main  
core,  which actively fought to oppose the revolution to  
the war already since the Spanish revolution (1936-1937)  
and which,  through this  defeat,  created  a  new Interna-
tional,  the  4th,  against  the  current...” (letter  from the 
Congress  of  Emancipación to  the  IGCL,  received 
on June 24, we underline).

We will not enter here into the assertion according 
to which – if we understand the sentence correctly – 
the 4th International,  founded in 1938, would have 
been the main core of the Communist Left, even if it 
strongly surprises us from comrades who have al-
ready manifested so many times that they knew the 
history of the workers movement. Very surprising to 
us, however, is the affirmation of continuity with the 
4th International and its belonging to the Communist 
Left.  As much as it  seems to us completely legiti-
mate to claim [adherence to] Munis and Peret, of the 
FOR, who clearly [situated] themselves on the posi-
tions  of  the  Communist  Left  in  1948  after  their  
rupture with the 4th International, as Pro-Segundo  

3) https://nuevocurso.org/nuestra-tendencia (Jul 9, 2019) 
and http://en.emancipacion.info/#/origins 

http://en.emancipacion.info/#/origins
https://nuevocurso.org/nuestra-tendencia
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Manifiesto  Comunista,  which  they  wrote  and 
adopted, proves without contest. As much as claim-
ing [adherence to] the 4th International, while it was 
founded  on  an  openly  opportunistic  basis  (after 
having practiced the politics... of  entryism into the 
Socialist  Parties from 1934 onward!) seems to us a 
profound  and  serious  error,  full  of  contradictions 
and negative consequences.

But above all,  we want to call the attention of the 
comrades to  the  programmatic,  theoretical  and  
political dead end to which the claim of continuity 
with  the  4th International  is  [leading]  Emanci-
pación.  It  is  possible  that  this  dead end will  not 
have immediate political consequences; albeit for a 
short time and [in appearance] only. But there is lit-
tle doubt that the contradiction, and confusion, be-
tween the class positions that Nuevo Curso defends 
on its blog with rigor and constancy, and brilliance 
too,  on the one hand,  and the  programmatic  her-
itage of the 4th International [on the other hand] will 
one  day  explode  in  one  way  or  another  –  in  the 
worst case it explodes at a crucial moment, or the 
comrades get lost in the most total theoretical and 
political  confusion,  thus  destroying  all  the  efforts 
that NC has successfully made in recent years to en-
courage the emergence of new forces and to animate 
their international [regrouping].

The 4th International [laid claim to] the first four con-
gresses of the Communist International. All the cur-
rents of the Communist Left claimed, more or less 
clearly, [adherence to] the first two congresses of the 
CI and all fought against the turning point achieved 
by the third: the adoption of the united front tactic 
“with  the  workers  parties”,  meaning with the  social 
democracy  that  had  passed  into  the  bourgeoisie’s 
camp. It is not useful, for the time being, to dwell on 
the dramatic consequences of this tactic, which was 
only the first expression of the reflux of the revolu-
tionary wave (…) and of the penetration of oppor-
tunism into the ranks of the International. Neverthe-
less, to our knowledge, all the positions that NC and 
Emancipación have  defended  to  date  reject  any 
form of frontism. And in general, NC’s positions are 
[situated on the terrain] of the Communist Left and 
[are] in opposition, even in contradiction, to the pro-
grammatic and theoretical framework of the 4th In-
ternational, both from its formal constitution, 1938, 
and from Trotsky’s theses of 1933 calling for its con-
stitution.

It would also be [equally] dangerous to believe that 
we could neglect the close relation, in fact the unity, 
that must exist between the political positions that 
we put forward and the programmatic and theoreti-
cal framework to which we refer. If there is a contra-
diction between the two, it cannot fail to explode at 
one  time  or  another,  in  one  form  or  another.  We 
therefore propose to you to hold a contradictory de-
bate on this issue. In addition to clarifying the diver-
gence, to resolving it or fixing it ’forever’, this debate 
could also then be public, so that it might serve as a 
political reference. We are convinced that this diver-
gence and this debate are not abstract or simply his-
torical issues. The divergence not only contains im-
mediate  political  implications  (in  the  intervention 
and in the question of demands (’consignas’) for ex-
ample)  but  also corresponds to concrete questions 
and  problems  that  today’s  workers’  struggles  al-
ready face.

As a result, we are not relaunching here the debate 
and divergence we had before your congress on the 
place and role of the ICT as an ’historical’ pole of 
reference [and] regrouping – despite its weaknesses 
and hesitations, not to say its misunderstanding, to 
assume this role. Indeed, the [comprehension] and 
position on this issue are closely dependent on, and 
even determined by, the historical affiliation of each 
current or group. If we claim [adherence to] the 4th 

International, it is difficult to accept, and even more 
so to understand, that one of the fundamental rea-
sons why the ICT would occupy ’objectively’ such a 
place and would have such a role, is precisely its his-
torical, organic link – however weak it may be nowa-
days – with the CP and the Communist Left of Italy.

This,  dear  comrades,  is  the balance-sheet  we have 
drawn from your congress and which we wanted to 
present  to  you.  The  transition  to  a  full  political 
group is extremely positive in itself and, at the same 
time, raises new questions and responsibilities. And 
it directly confronts us with the gaps and contradic-
tions that we can all  suffer. These appeared at the 
congress, including in the list and content of the slo-
gans and immediate positions – such as the "imme-
diate reduction of the working week to 30 hours" and to 
which we will return occasionally – that appear in 
your  presentation  of  the  Congress.  However,  we 
cannot fail  to believe that  there is  a close link be-
tween these slogans and some of the specific orien-
tations adopted by the Congress on the one hand 
and, on the other hand, the [claiming  of adherence 
to the] 4th International and its famous  Transitional  
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Program – what is your position on it? Did you dis-
cuss it before or during the Congress? This is why 
your claim to continuity with the 4th must  be  de-
bated – and in our opinion fought – to allow Eman-
cipación and its  members  to clarify this question 
and their position as best as we can in order to be 
able to participate actively and effectively in the his-
torical  task  that  the  proletariat  has  entrusted  to 
them.

Fraternal greetings, 

the International Group of the Communist Left ., 
July 10, 2019.

Source:  Lettre  du  GIGC  à  Emancipación  sur  son  1er 
Congrès/  ‘Revolution ou  Guerre’ No.  12 (numéro  spé-
cial), July 21, 2019.

As we were informed by the IGCL, the English version is 
more adequate than the French one. Linguistic redaction 
by the editor, October 9, 2019.

One step forward, two steps back
The  current  milieu  of  proletarian  internationalist 
groups is largely the product of the Communist Left 
in several countries, which particularly opposed cer-
tain  tactics  imposed  by  the  Russian  Communist 
Party on the affiliated Communist parties due to its 
dominant position within the Third or Communist 
International. The Communist Left is characterized 
by its adherence to proletarian internationalism, es-
pecially at the historic time of the Second World War 
by its  refusal  to defend the Soviet Union.  This re-
fusal is generally based on theoretical notions of the 
counter-revolution  after  the  1917-1923  revolutions, 
both internationally and within Russia, of state capi-
talism  and  of  fundamental  changes  in  capitalism 
since the First World War.

We find all that in Emancipación, especially thanks 
to its predecessor Munis and ... his discussions with 
the Communist  Left.  Since its  first congress,  how-
ever, it has become clear that this organization sees 
its origins in what it calls “International Commu-
nist Left, Paris, 1930”, but what in reality is ... the 
‘Fourth International’:

“1929-1938. The birth of our tendency was driven by the  
Russian Left Opposition’s struggle against the degeneration  
of the International. (...)

1938-1948.  IV. International,  Paris,  1938.  It  founded the  
Fourth International in 1938, once the way was open to a  
new world war through the capitulation without struggle of  
the International against Nazism in 1933 and especially af-
ter the defeat of the Spanish Revolution in 1937, in which  
Stalinism took for the first time the role of driving force and  
direction of the counterrevolution.

From 1942 onward it fought against centrism in the Fourth  
International,  denouncing the  renunciation of  the  revolu-
tionary defeatism by the International Secretariat (...).  The  

rupture is made formal in the second congress of the Inter-
national (1948).” (1)

There  are  more  examples  of  organizations  that  in 
the Second World War have stuck to proletarian in-
ternationalism while they did not originate from the 
Communist  Left.  A  positive  example  –  there  are 
probably  more  –  is  the  Marx-Lenin-Luxemburg  
Front (MLL-Front)  in  the  Netherlands  around 
Sneevliet  (‘Maring’).  In  World War  Two,  the  latter 
organization entered into a process of political clari-
fication and discussion with members of the then 
dissolved  Group  of  International  Communists 
(GIC) - an expression of the Dutch and German Left. 
This allowed the MLL-Front to emerge after the Sec-
ond  World  War  as  the  Communists’  League  
“Spartacus” (2)  which – despite its  weaknesses  – 
had prepared itself for a role as a ‘new party’ in the 
generally expected revival of the workers’ struggle.

Since its first congress and the appeal to a prehistory 
in  the  ‘Fourth  International’,  one  can  ask  how 
Emancipación stands in relation to the current groups 
of the Communist Left.  The congress report reads 
“we have sought relations with other internationalist mi-
norities in the  rest  of  the  world,  aspiring to coordinate  
common actions with a view to a global  regrouping of  
revolutionaries.”  This gives the impression that this 
regrouping  is  primarily  seen  as  an  organizational 
process. This aspect is certainly not negligible. But is 
Emancipación open to the essence of the regrouping, 
a process of clarification and discussion in the light 
of the class struggle with groups from the Commu-
nist Left, as Munis has done? While the report of the 

1) ‘Our tendency’ at http://en.emancipacion.info/. The 
language of quotations from this text has been improved.

2) Read for instance: Communistenbond "Spartacus", Spartacus 
and Trotskyism (1946).

https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2019/08/05/spartacus-and-trotskyism-1946/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2019/08/05/spartacus-and-trotskyism-1946/
http://en.emancipacion.info/
http://igcl.org/Lettre-du-GIGC-a-Emancipacion-sur
http://igcl.org/Lettre-du-GIGC-a-Emancipacion-sur
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congress speaks of “the participation of comrades and  
nuclei  from three  countries”,  it  remains unclear who 
they were,  what  they contributed to the  congress, 
not even whether they had the right to speak. The 
report makes no mention of internal discussions at 
the congress, nor of discussions within the organiza-
tion outside the congress – as far as I know, I do not 
read everything – anything has ever been published 
in  Nuevo Curso. That does not promise much good, 
yet  another  monolithic  and  self-focused  organiza-
tion, which works hard on its own on what it calls 
“the party in the making”.

Ironically,  the  ICC,  this  monomaniacal  self-pro-
claimed pole of international regroupment, has pub-
lished a text  in two parts in which the CDW dis-
cusses historical theoretical weaknesses in the Mu-
nis tendency.

First of all I would like to mention CDW's criticism 
of a  "kind of  updated version of  the  1938 transitional  
program" in Munis For a second communist mani-
festo (1961).  (3) In its report on the first congress, 
Emancipación appears to hold on to these remnants 
of Trotskyism:

“The general program that leads from the immediate strug-
gle for the most basic universal needs to the process of aboli-
tion of wage labor and the liberation of the productive capac-
ities of Humanity, is still as valid as the revolutionaries had  
affirmed in the 1940s. For this, we refer to the section “Task  
of Our Times”, of  For  a Second Communist  Mani-
festo, a fundamental text of our current.

Refining the slogans and lines of intervention, Emancipa-
tion will immediately permeate these slogans in workplaces:  

• Reduction of the immediate working day to 30 hours 
with the same monthly net salary and progressive re-
ductions until unemployment ends.

• No pay-as-you-go, nor capitalized pension systems. 
For a system based on solidarity. For pensions that are 
sufficient and calculated exclusively according to the 
individual needs of each person.

• Against timekeeping, new forms of piecework, tempo-
rary work agencies and short time work intermediaries.

3) C.D. Ward, Communism is on the agenda of history: Castori-
adis, Munis and the problem of breaking with Trotskyism. 
Second part: On the content of the communist 
revolution. Munis: ‘For a Second Communist 
Manifesto’. (C.D. Ward, December 2017, Int. Review 161, 
Autumn 2018)

In the neighborhoods, we call for:

• The closure of gambling joints, the “We buy gold” 
shops, churches and cults, narcopisos (drug-flats) and all 
agents that promote the decomposition of our 
neighborhoods. For the opening of community centers for 
workers that are independent of the state, the trade unions  
and the mafias.”

For  the  sake  of  clarity,  unlike  some other  council 
communists, I am in favor of revolutionary minori-
ties  putting  forward  slogans  and  demands  in  the 
class  struggle,  in  addition  to  the  tasks  of  propa-
ganda  and  unmasking  bourgeois  ideologies.  The 
condition for this is that these slogans and demands 
can contribute in an effective way to promoting in-
sight in larger or smaller parts of the class, or even 
in  the  revolutionary  milieu,  into  what  is  the  next 
step in the struggle. This means that these slogans 
or demands can build a bridge between the experi-
ences gained and the insight already present on the 
one hand, and on the other hand further actions and 
awareness that are latently present in the situation 
of the class struggle of that moment. In this sense, 
we find programmatic slogans and demands in the 
Communist Manifesto of the Communists’ League, 
in the Second International and in the declarations 
of  the  Left  of  Zimmerwald and  during  the  first 
years  of  the  Third International.  Such a  program 
and the minority organizations that put it forward 
in the class are doomed to disappear when capital-
ism comes to another  stage or  when the  workers' 
struggle no longer increases qualitatively and quan-
titatively but deteriorates. In a situation of decline, 
the disintegrated and diminished minority organi-
zations draw the lessons of the previous period and 
thus  prepare  for  the  resurgence  of  the  workers' 
struggle. “Convenient” slogans that are merely hol-
low abstractions because they thwart the situation 
and appeal to outdated tactics were characteristic of 
the way in which the Comintern tried to secure the 
support of broad labor masses and even the middle 
classes  for  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Soviet  Union 
during  the  downturn  of  the  wave  of  revolution 
around the end of the First World War. Trotsky was 
one of the architects of this harmful policy, which he 
continued  within  the  Left  Opposition and  the 
‘Fourth International’. The latter was not founded 
during  a  re-emergence  of  workers'  struggles,  but 
was  at  best  a  voluntarist  attempt  to  reverse  the 
downward tide, in practice, to regain Trotsky's lost 
position in Russian state capitalism. In the period of 
counter-revolution,  however,  the  Dutch-German 

https://en.internationalism.org/international-review/201808/16490/castoriadis-munis-and-problem-breaking-trotskyism-second-part-cont
https://en.internationalism.org/international-review/201808/16490/castoriadis-munis-and-problem-breaking-trotskyism-second-part-cont
https://en.internationalism.org/international-review/201808/16490/castoriadis-munis-and-problem-breaking-trotskyism-second-part-cont
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Communist Left did not generally confine itself to 
drawing lessons and propaganda. Wherever possi-
ble it was also active in class struggle with agitation, 
and in concrete cases it showed the way forward - 
for example in the struggle of the unemployed: Paul 
Mattick in the U.S.A. and the G.I.C.-affiliated group 
of  Proletenstemmen (“Proletarian  Voices”)  in  the 
Netherlands.

In his text, CDW discusses Munis’ broken participa-
tion in the  International Conferences of groups of 
the Communist Left from 1975 onward. According 
to Munis, a mechanistic relationship between crisis 
and revolutionary workers’ struggles would be as-
sumed at  these  conferences.  In this  context,  CDW 
subtly  points  out  that  out  of  voluntarism,  Munis 
came “to see the possibility of revolution just under the  
surface  at  all  times during the  decadent period:  in  the  
1930s, when Munis sees the events in Spain not as proof  
of  a  triumphant  counter-revolution  but  as  the  highest  
point of the revolutionary wave that began in 1917; at the  
end of  the  Second World War,  when, as  we have seen,  
Munis saw the movements in Spain 1951 as the precur-
sor  to  a  revolutionary  onslaught;  at  the  height  of  the  
‘boom’ period of the 60s, since the FSCM already refers to  
'the accumulation of formidable revolutionary energies'  
taking  place  at  the  time  it  was  written.  And  (...)  he  
equally  rejects  our  argument  that  even  if  decadence  
means that the proletarian revolution is on the agenda of  
history, there can be phases of profound defeat and disar-
ray in the class during this period, phases which make  
revolution almost impossible and which confer different  
tasks on the revolutionary organization.”

With regard to the issue of the economic crisis as a 
possible engine for the development of proletarian 
struggle  and  awareness,  Emancipación now rightly 
declares:

“The global situation is not even the same as it was ten years  
ago. Not only are the central bank mechanisms left with no  
room to maneuver, but the capacity to create social cohesion  
around the needs of each national capital is significantly di-
minished by the internal battles of the bourgeoisie itself and  
the years of desperate – and sterile – movements of the petty  
bourgeoisie.

The only way in which the world bourgeoisie seems to find  
its way out is through the direct appropriation of the insur-

ance and meager savings of the workers – pension, health  
and education systems – and the increase of exploitation in  
absolute terms: more real hours of work for lower total wages  
paid. Capital forces the realization of surplus value by using  
the state, which should cushion its contradictions but in-
stead encourages them.”

Under the heading  Situation of the working class, 
Emancipación rejects an automatic rise of revolutionary 
struggles  and  refers  to  mass  and  radical  workers' 
struggles  in  Mexico  and  Iran.  These  examples  are 
hopeful indeed, but they do not, in my opinion, allow 
to speak of the emergence of a wave of international 
workers' struggles that would necessitate the creation 
of an International (Party) with a program of unifying 
slogans and demands. What is needed is a new Zim-
merwald, first of all discussion, then joint statements 
by the revolutionary minorities about the current eco-
nomic crisis and the increasing imperialist wars, and 
the way in which the proletariat is massively defend-
ing itself against its consequences and can further de-
velop the defense struggle towards self-confidence, or-
ganization and enlargement.

Perhaps groups that rely on the Communist Left could 
contribute to this discussion by commenting on the 
first congress of Emancipación, other than with obliga-
tory congratulations. So far, however, I have only seen 
a critical reply from the ICGL, in a special issue dedi-
cated  to  the  revolutionary  milieu  in  its  publication 
‘Revolution or War’. (4)

F.C., August 13, 2019

Proofreading: H.C., Finalization: September 4, 2019

Editor’s Note: 
On September 2, 2019 the ICC published its polemic: 
Nuevo Curso and the “Spanish Communist Left”: What are 
the origins of the Communist Left?.
On September 14 the ICT published a statement of its 
conception of debate and regroupment, followed by a de-
tailed critique of the new group’s method and positions 
after a rupture of contact: On the Establishment of the 
Group “Emancipación”.

4) International Group of the Communist Left, ‘‘Revolution or 
War’ No. 12. Special issue on the proletarian camp and its 
future - July 2019. Original French language edition: 
http://igcl.org/-Revolution-ou-Guerre- .

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-09-14/on-the-establishment-of-the-group-emancipacion
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-09-14/on-the-establishment-of-the-group-emancipacion
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16727/nuevo-curso-and-spanish-communist-left-what-are-origins-communist-left
https://en.internationalism.org/content/16727/nuevo-curso-and-spanish-communist-left-what-are-origins-communist-left
http://igcl.org/-Revolution-ou-Guerre-


With Special Interest
On the milieu of the internationalist Communist Left 

‘Revolution or War’ on the proletarian camp and its future – A Review 
The International Group of the Communist Left 
(IGCL) has launched a  special  issue of its  journal 
‘Revolution or War’ on the situation of the prole-
tarian camp, defined as the revolutionary political 
forces that claim to be part of the communist Left. 
Its editorial  sees “a reconfiguration of  the  proletarian  
camp (...) underway with the emergence of a new genera-
tion and new communist forces and the relative exhaus-
tion of the old generation and political groups that had  
developed  after  1968.”  (1)  It  continues by describing 
how ‘Nuevo Curso’ in Spain emerged, followed by 
“a  real  dynamic  of  discussion  and  regrouping  around  
groups such as  Workers Offensive and the  Gulf Coast 
Communist Fraction (GCCF).” It  is a pity that this 
discussion  has  left  hardly  any  published  traces, 
apart from a discussion between the GCCF and the 
IGCL. (2)  I  can  endorse  the  view of  ‘Revolution  or  
War’ that  within the  proletarian camp neither  the 
Bordigist current nor the International Communist  
Current (ICC) and the “so-called ‘Dutch’  Left” (in 
the IGCL’s words) are able to serve as a pole for ar-
ticulation or even regroupment. The  International  
Communist  Tendency (ICT)  on  the  other  hand,  I 
agree with the IGCL, could fulfill this role of “histor-
ical,  political  and  organizational  reference  pole  around  
which the rest of the camp, the party in the making, can  
and should meet”. It is then established that “the ICT 
itself is very reluctant to assume this role and sometimes  
even turns its back on it. However, this role, this place, is  
granted to it by history, both by the direct organic link –  
albeit now tenuous – with the Communist Party of Italy  
since its foundation and by the state of the other currents  
of the Communist Left.”

A quote in ‘Revolution or War’ from an article by the 
CWO,  which  is  affiliated  to  the  ICT,  does  indeed 
make it plausible that ICT takes the position that it 
is not discussion circles or political groups, but nu-

1) ‘Revolution or War’ No. 12. Special issue on the proletar-
ian camp and its future, July 2019 (website and pdf, 32 p. 
A4). Free for download at: http://igcl.org/-Revolution-
or-War-. Editorial, July 2019: The Battle for the 
Reconfiguration of the Proletarian Camp is 
Launched.  The language of quotations from this text has 
been improved.

2) For example IGCL Letter to the GCCF, October 2018.

clei  in  preparation for  the  International  Party that 
are presently on the agenda, “in preparation for the in-
evitable class conflicts of the future”.

By  the  way,  this  position  often  refers  to  the  late 
party formation in the German Revolution, as if we 
were now on the brink of the proletarian revolution. 
The idea of the inevitability of future class struggles 
is just as wrong as the IGCL’s idea of a fixed histori-
cal  perspective  towards  massive  confrontations. (3) 
The concept of class struggle can refer to a period of 
rising  international  workers’  struggles  –  which  in 
the past were the prerequisites for the emergence of 
the Communists’ League, of the First, Second and Third  
International.  Future  class  struggles  can  also  mean 
the opposite, the stronger domination of the bour-
geoisie, e.g. in the period of counter-revolution after 
1917-1923.  The  adjective  “inevitable”  in  “class  con-
flicts  of  the  future”  can  also  indicate  a  mechanistic 
view of the relationship between crises and wars on 
the one hand, and rising workers’ struggles on the 
other.

The IGCL reproaches the ICT to “cut short the open  
process  of  political  debate  and clarification that  should  
have developed. And it abandoned the comrades and cir-
cles that seemed not to share all its positions, causing in  
return a rejection from them of the ICT itself that we now  
have the greatest difficulty in fighting. Nature abhors a  
vacuum. It is in this space freed by the ICT and that no  
one could occupy in its place, not even us, that the main  
anti-party forces of the moment, those who advocate the  
fight  against  decomposition and  parasitism,  the  ICC  
and its satellite in parasitism, Internationalist Voice have  
hastened to entrench themselves.”

A few comments:

• First, the current period of dramatically increas-
ing pressure on the living conditions of the working 
class,  of  ever-increasing  imperialist  conflicts  and 
sporadic outbursts of proletarian mass struggles in 

3) See “About the ICT text, A Decade since the Financial Crash: 
The Question of the “Historical Course” (…) and “Response of 
the Internationalist Communist Tendency (February 8th 2019)” 
in ‘Revolution or War’ No. 11 (February 2019).

https://gulfcoastcommunistfraction.wordpress.com/
https://gulfcoastcommunistfraction.wordpress.com/
https://www.workersoffensive.org/
https://gulfcoastcommunistfraction.wordpress.com/2018/12/15/letter-from-the-international-group-of-the-communist-left/
http://igcl.org/This-issue-of-the-journal-is-a
http://igcl.org/This-issue-of-the-journal-is-a
http://igcl.org/This-issue-of-the-journal-is-a
http://igcl.org/-Revolution-or-War-
http://igcl.org/-Revolution-or-War-
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countries that in an earlier period could still be said 
to be "at the periphery of capitalism" do not require 
the preparation of an International Party, but a new 
“Zimmerwald”, i.e. mainly clarification and discus-
sion, preferably leading to joint declarations and ap-
peals to the world proletariat.

• Secondly,  discussion  and clarification does not 
take place in the 'discussion circles' on the model of 
the ICC. In my opinion, discussions always connect 
historical-theoretical  views  with  the  current  class 
struggle and the active diffusion of positions in the 
class by those who agree on these at the time. 

• Thirdly,  to  present  the  ICC  as  anti-party  de-
mands an explanation because, while being reduced 
to a small group and acting as a sect for decades, 
this current still sticks to the idea of the party in the 
Leninist sense.

With  regard  to  Internationalist  Voice,  I  note  that 
this group initially, after a limited discussion with 
the Gulf Coast Communist Fraction about the pro-
letarian  struggle  in  Iran,  issued  a  joint  state-
ment about  the  imperialist  tensions  in  the  Persian 
Gulf. This step has been applauded for reasons that 
I have referred to above as “a new Zimmerwald”. (4) 

4) See for the joint statement by the ‘Gulf Coast Communist 
Fraction’ and ‘Internationalist Voice’, and a comment by ‘Ar-
beidersstemmen’: On the escalation of imperialist 
tensions in the Persian Gulf. (June 26th, 2019)

On the other hand, it  is a pity that  Internationalist  
Voice is frightened of breaking its isolation and sud-
denly  “discovers”  that  it  corresponds  with  the 
IGCL, (5)  which it,  like the ICC, considers to be a 
“parasite”. To this I can add some “discoveries”: the 
Gulf  Coast  Communist  Fraction discusses  with  the 
IGCL (6), and both ‘A Free Retrievers’ Digest’ and I, on 
my  blogs  ‘Arbeidersstemmen’ and  ‘Arbeiterstimmen’ 
(Dutch  and  German  for  “Workers’  Voices”),  post 
contributions from the IGCL.

Finally, the editorial of  ‘Revolution or War’ briefly 
discusses  the  first  congress  of  Emancipación and 
refers to the extensive critical stance taken in a sepa-
rate article  that I warmly recommend to the read-
ers. (7)

F.C., August 13, 2019

Proofreading and references: H.C., September 2, 2019. 
Review and minor changes by the author, September 3rd, 
2019.

5) IGCL, Letter to the group Internationalist Voice 
June 27th, 2019). 

6) IGCL, Letter to the GCCF on its New “Points of 
Unity” (July 20th, 2019)

7) IGCL, Our Statement on the 1st Congress of Emancipación: 
Letter to Emancipación (July 10th, 2019). It is included 
here on page 29.

Debate within the Proletarian Camp.
→ Continued from page 37.

Communism does not mean anything else than that hu-
manity enters a higher cultural stage, because all social  
functions come under the direct guidance and control of  
all workers and [they] thus take their fate into their own  
hands. That is, democracy has become the life principle of  
society. Thus, an essential democracy, rooted in the man-
agement of social life by the working masses, is exactly  
the same as the dictatorship of the proletariat.” (1) On the 
contrary, in accordance with the ‘Italian’ tradition of 
the Communist Left, communism is not the exten-
sion  of  the  purest  democracy,  but  its  concomitant 

1) The G.I.C. and the Economy of the Transition Period 
- An Introduction Supplement to ‘A Free Retriever's Di-
gest’ Vol.2#03 (May 2018), Version 1.1 (May 2019); pdf, 12 p. 
A4. 

abolition with the abolition of classes and the State. 
A classless society will  be able to function harmo-
niously without the democratic mechanism. But be-
fore reaching this final goal, there will be a whole 
process of which the insurrection will  be only the 
founding act. The establishment of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat and its exercise until the abolition 
of the classes cannot be done without the interven-
tion of militants who, being aware of the final goal 
of the struggles, will be led to exercise political lead-
ership in relation to the rest of their class, thus giv-
ing the proletariat the political capacity to defeat the 
bourgeoisie and abolish capital. This group of mili-
tants is the Communist Party. 

Revolution or War, October 8, 2019

https://afreeretriever.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/afrd-vol203-supplement_gic.v1-1-1.pdf
https://afreeretriever.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/afrd-vol203-supplement_gic.v1-1-1.pdf
http://igcl.org/July-10th-2019
http://igcl.org/July-20th-2019
http://igcl.org/July-20th-2019
http://igcl.org/June-27th-2019
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2019/06/26/on-the-escalation-of-imperialist-tensions-in-the-persian-gulf/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2019/06/26/on-the-escalation-of-imperialist-tensions-in-the-persian-gulf/
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An Echo on our Introduction to the GIC’s ‘Fundamental Principles’
As a supplement to ‘A Free Retriever's Digest‘ Vol.2#3 (June – July 2018) we published The G.I.C. and the Economy 
of the Transition Period - An Introduction. We do not often see a group from the milieu of the internationalist communist 
Left making the effort of reacting to a “councilist” contribution in view of taking up a discussion. We therefor welcome 
that the IGCL has done so on its website (and in its journal Revolution or War). The following foreword expresses the 
comrades’ overall appreciation of the questions at stake. We intend to develop a reply in a forthcoming issue, and call on 
our readers to send in their appreciations, questions or propositions for this debate. The Editor

‘Revolution or War’: Discussing the Period of Transition
We take the initiative to publish on our pages Fredo 
Corvo’s  Introduction  to  GIC’s  Fundamental  
Principles because [it] contributes in its own way to 
the  debate  on  the  transitional  period  within  the 
party in the making. (1) Indeed, the introduction re-
traces and situates the debate on the transitional pe-
riod within the framework of the Communist Left 
and more particularly between the Italian and Dutch 
Left. This is a fundamental point because it is only 
in this theoretical-programmatic framework that the 
question can be addressed and deepened even to-
day. If this question remains an ‘open’ question and 
if, on the other hand, our group does not have the 
means today to make a clear-cut statement, the fact 
remains that this question can only be addressed on 
the basis of the programmatic and theoretical frame-
work  of  the  Communist  Left.  This  effectively  ex-
cludes  Dauvé and other  ‘communizers’ to whom 
Fredo refers in that they are basically only refined 
anarchists who use “Marxist” verbiage.

The fundamental principles that set the framework 
for this question are the exercise of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat and the final destruction of value 
as a social relation, commodity and wage in the first 
place,  which  today  excludes  from  the  communist 
field any measure of state capitalism, even if such 
capitalist measures may have been necessary for the 
class dictatorship in Russia.

While Fredo Corvo and the GIC’s theses fall within 
this framework, which “authorizes” the debate, we 
do not share all the assertions and diverge on certain 
assessments, in particular on Lenin, where, accord-
ing  to  Fredo  and  the  GIC,  there  is  confusion  be-

1) This publication can be found at: http://igcl.org/On-
the-Period-of-Transition. [In the comrades’ French 
translation the section on Jan Appel and that on the prelim-
inary studies in part 1 have been left out. Editor’s note] 

tween the notion of socialism and state capitalism. 
Any  militant  who  takes  the  time  to  read  The  
impending catastrophe and how to combat it, Left-wing  
childishness and the petty-bourgeois mentality, and The  
tax  in  kind will  see  that  Lenin  is  more  than clear 
about the non-socialist nature of the first measures 
of the proletarian dictatorship in Russia. State capi-
talism  is  only  a  means  to  fight  small  production 
while waiting for revolutionary reinforcement from 
the  West.  Comrades  may  disagree  with  the  mea-
sures  taken by the Bolsheviks,  but  then it  will  be 
necessary to take a position on the debates of that 
time. Did the populists, the socialists-revolutionaries 
or the Mensheviks advance more appropriate, more 
revolutionary positions? For our part, we fully claim 
the positions of the Bolsheviks.

Similarly,  we  do  not  agree  with  Fredo’s  assertion 
that the critique made by Bilan of the  Fundamen-
tal Principles suffered from a lack of knowledge of 
the theoretical framework of the GIC. On the con-
trary,  the  reading,  for  example,  of  Marxism  and  
State Communism (2) by the GIC reinforces the cri-
tique of Bilan: the GIC always puts forward formal 
economic measures in front of [before?] the question 
of political power, which is for us a very dangerous 
slide towards apolitism. Indeed, even on the ques-
tion of the nature of communism, the GIC is actually 
not very far from the direct democracy dear to an-
archists and anarcho-syndicalists:  “But if we look at  
this  dictatorship of  the  proletariat  from the  transforma-
tion of  social  relations,  from the  reciprocal  relations  of  
men, then this dictatorship is the true conquest of democ-
racy.

→ Continued on page 36.

2) Marxism and State Communism - The Withering Away of 
the State (GIC, 1932; Re-edition and English translation 
by Left-Dis, December 2017; pdf, 22 p. A4)

http://www.left-dis.nl/uk/GIC%20(1932)%20Marxism%20and%20state%20communism.1-0.pdf
http://www.left-dis.nl/uk/GIC%20(1932)%20Marxism%20and%20state%20communism.1-0.pdf
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1921/apr/21.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1921/apr/21.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1918/may/09.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1918/may/09.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/ichtci/index.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/ichtci/index.htm
http://igcl.org/On-the-Period-of-Transition
http://igcl.org/On-the-Period-of-Transition
https://afreeretriever.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/afrd-vol203-supplement_gic.v1-1-1.pdf
https://afreeretriever.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/afrd-vol203-supplement_gic.v1-1-1.pdf
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Hong Kong: A widespread but inter-class move -
ment → Continued from page 40.

The  current  protest  movement  has  spread  much 
wider  than  the  October  2014  “umbrella  revolu-
tion”,  when  dozens  of  thousands  of  youngsters, 
mostly students, protested and performed sit-ins in 
Hong Kong against a draft bill that would have al-
lowed only  Beijing-approved “patriots”  to  run for 
chief executive (the bill was eventually rejected) and 
to demand universal suffrage.

Today’s protesters see in the draft bill a first step, [to 
all evidence decided] by Beijing, towards the end of 
Hong Kong’s special statute. The inhabitants’ fears 
are [nourished] by the authoritarian and repressive 
turn taken by the  Chinese  government.  Moreover, 
there  has  already  been  the  precedent  of  a  Hong 
Kong  bookstore’s  employees  and  bosses  abducted 
by Chinese agents in 2015 because of their publica-
tion of books critical of president Xi Jinping.

The indignation of many inhabitants in the face of 
police  brutality  against  young  peaceful  protesters 
increased the  number  of  protesters.  On June 9, a  
million people walked the streets ; on June 16, al-
though the government had already announced the 
“suspension” of its bill, almost two million people, 
of all ages and conditions, protested, demanding the 
chief executive’s resignation in addition to the defin-
itive scrapping of the bill.

Although not with that many people, the protests 
have gone on after that, in spite of the government’s 
announcements and threats, the police repression or 
the resort to the Mob (attacks on protesters by Triad 
members(5)).  Again  on August  12,  all  flights  from 
and to Hong Kong were canceled, after thousands of 
protesters had invested the airport. Many protesters 
wore an eye-patch as a demonstration of solidarity 
with one of them who had been blinded by a police 
shot.

As for Beijing’s central government, after having at 
first  ignored  the  movement,  it  now  repeatedly 
threatens  the  protesters,  accused  of  being  “terror-
ists”; it insinuated that its troops stationed in the ter-
ritory could lend a hand to Hong Kong’s police. It 
demanded from  Cathay Pacific, Hong Kong’s air-
line company, to hand over the names of the work-
ers  who had been on strike,  and forbade it  to  fly 
over the mainland…

5) Triad: Mafia type criminal organization. 

Beijing  fears  the  unrest  spreading  in  mainland 
China, and thus puts pressure on the territory’s gov-
ernment to only concede the minimum: more would 
set a too dangerous example at this  30th anniver-
sary  of  the  Tiananmen  protests .  In its domestic 
propaganda,  Beijing  denounces  the  events  as  an 
anti-Chinese action secretly stirred up by Washing-
ton. Yet the American imperialism has been careful 
not to express any support for what Trump called 
“riots”.

The social causes of the movement
The depth and duration of this movement show that 
its causes are much deeper than the mere opposition 
to  a  bill:  they are  social  causes.  Despite  the  terri-
tory’s apparent prosperity, as portrayed in its flam-
boyant  skyscrapers  or  its  stock  market  records, 
things are not so good for its inhabitants. Without 
doubt, the standard of living of the population in 
general, and even of the proletarians, is not what it 
was 50 years  ago;  but  inequalities  have reached a 
peak unwitnessed for 45 years (when the statistics 
on that matter started). The official poverty level is 
about 20%, against 11% in 1991. This poverty mainly 
hits the elderly, women, ethnic minorities and low-
wage workers. One should note that the minimum 
wage  has  dropped  in  real  terms  for  the  last  8 
years. (6)  It  is  significant  that  the  trade  unions’ 
demonstration on May 1st,  with 4,000 participants, 
demanded  primarily  a  44-hours-a-week  cap  on  
labor-time and a raise of wages and pensions.

But  even  the  high-end  wage  workers  experience 
growing difficulties because of a rising cost of liv-
ing, and in particular of rising housing prices. The 
housing crisis is becoming so acute that dozens of 
thousands of poor people live packed up in 2-meter 
long “cages”, or in apartments that “slumlords” di-
vide with plywood in order to squeeze in tenants. 
Petty bourgeois are being hit too: rents take a slice 
out of their income as they hardly manage to buy a 
home.

An inter-class movement with bourgeois 
orientations

One must not be deceived by  the August  5  “gen-
eral  strike”;  some have likened it to the big 1925 
general strike when, in that time’s revolutionary pe-
riod,  dozens  of  thousands  of  proletarians  in  fact 
controlled the city, leading the oppressed masses 

6) South China Morning Post, September 27, 2018.
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and extending the movement to Guangzhou. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth! Today, despite 
being much larger than it was then, the prole-
tariat  passively  follows  the  lead  of  inchoate 
masses,  and is called for as an auxiliary  force 
for  a  movement  that  disregards  its  interests 
and demands. Initiated mainly by democrats, this 
movement quickly extended to students and some 
petty bourgeois strata (liberal professions, etc.) wor-
ried about a threat to their way of life, and then be-
came widespread in the face of the authorities’ atti-
tude.

Unlike the umbrella movement, within which there 
was a leading organization (the students’ union), the 
current movement rejects any kind of solid organi-
zation,  expecting  social  networks  to  organize  the 
mobilizations on a case-by-case basis.  Moreover, it 
also  rejects  anything  that  could  refer  to  division 
along class lines by presenting itself as a movement 
of all Hong Kongers. To such an extent that, accord-
ing to some witnesses, members of ethnic minorities 
are afraid to take part in the protests.

The  pervasive  demand  for  democracy  does  not 
come  with  any  condemnation  or  criticism,  even 
modest, of the capitalist social and economic system; 
on the contrary, one can hear a defense of this sys-
tem,  glorified  as  specifically  Honkongese,  against 
the perceived threat from Beijing’s government. Al-
though the hopes or even the calls for the USA or 
the UK to support Hong Kong against Beijing are 
marginal for now, they fit naturally in the logic of 
the bourgeois nationalist  orientations of the move-
ment.

Only one prospect for proletarians: 
the international communist revolution

Just  like  similar  movements  in  other  countries, 
Hong Kong’s movement is not the signal for the pro-
letarian class struggle yet; but just like these move-
ments, it is the sign of an overturning of the social 
status quo that, tomorrow, can allow for the prole-
tariat to start struggling for its own interests – not 
only its short-term interests, but also to throw itself 
in the anti-capitalist revolutionary struggle. For this, 
it will imperatively have to free itself from the pop-
ular or national coalitions of which it is prisoner, 
break with its subordination to bourgeois and petty 
bourgeois  orientations,  and find its  class  weapons 
again by unifying its struggles across the borders. It 
is the only way for it to lead, in the fight against cap-
italism, the petty bourgeois strata driven to revolt by 
the deterioration of their condition.

Then “the revolution of our time” will not have as an 
objective to “liberate Hong Kong” (an independentist 
rallying-cry  widely  used  in  the  protests,  sparking 
the local  chief  executive’s  outrage),  but  to liberate 
the proletarians and all the oppressed by taking cap-
italism down in all of China and the world: it will be 
the international communist revolution!

International Communist Party, August, 14th 2019

Source: Supplement of ‘Le Prolétaire’ n° 533. 
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/190814_hong-
kong-en.htm 

The English translation has been compared to the French 
edition. Accentuation by the editor, October 5, 2019

http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/190814_hong-kong-en.htm
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/190814_hong-kong-en.htm


A Widespread but Inter-Class Movement
‘Le Prolétaire’ on the popular protests in Hong Kong

The protest movement in Hong Kong has been going for more than several months now; it does not seem about  
to  decline  despite  the  local  government’s  declarations on the  suspension of  a draft  bill  that  had sparked the  
protests, the media campaign against the protesters’ violence, the Chinese government’s threats and the police’s  
repression. The movement has even escalated with a “general strike” on August 5, the first movement of its kind 
since the 1967 strikes and riots. Everything started with the announcement of a government’s bill aimed at al -
lowing extraditions towards continental China.

The  1997 agreement  regarding the  British  govern-
ment’s handover of Hong Kong to China, known as 
“one country, two systems”, left in place the for-
mer  colony’s  legal  and  regulatory  system  –  the 
framework within which Hong Kong had become a 
leading economic and financial power. The territory 
enjoyed  an  administrative  and  judicial  autonomy 
statute,  with  a  local  parliament  and  government, 
designated by indirect suffrage. There the so-called 
“pro-Beijing”,  majority  faction  represents  the  big 
capitalists’ interests; the so-called “pan-democratic” 
parties, playing the opposition’s part, are bourgeois 
as well, and some of them get subsides from the US. 
The 2016 elections have seen a breakthrough of so-
called  “localist”  (independentist),  far-right  parties 
that build on a part of the population’s hostility to-
wards Chinese and ethnic minorities, blamed for the 
rise in some prices, like housing, and accused of try-
ing to take advantage of social benefits and of being 
a cause of criminality. (1)

Hong Kong’s importance for China
Hong Kong has long been the main link of Chinese 
economy with the rest of the world, something that 
gave its commercial and financial activities an irre-
placeable stature from Beijing’s point of view. This is 
why China granted it  this peculiar statute that al-
lowed for a smooth continuity in business. Besides 
the industrialization process that it had undeniably 
experienced for a long time before, Hong Kong de-
veloped flourishing industrial  activities as soon as 
the  1960s,  notably  thanks  to  immigrant  Chinese 
workers, underpaid because “illegal”. By the end of 
the 1970s, there were about 900,000 workers in more 
than 20,000 factories;  that is to say that beside the 

1) For instance, some localists demand that only people who 
speak Cantonese (the Chinese dialect of the Canton-Hong 
Kong region) or…English, and not Mandarin (the official 
language on the mainland) are recognized as citizens of 
Hong Kong – while not a few Hong Kongers speak only 
Hakka or Chaozhou dialects.

big factories, there were plenty of small companies, 
mostly in the textile and clothes sector. Electronics, 
pharmaceutical, clockwork, toy-manufacturing firms 
appeared  or  settled  in  that  period  as  well.  Hong 
Kong was then,  with Singapore,  South Korea and 
Formosa  [Taiwan],  one  of  the  “Asian  dragons”, 
these South-East Asia countries experiencing a rapid 
industrialization.

However, in the face of China’s economic opening 
with a low-cost workforce in the beginning of the 
1980s, Hong Kong’s industrialists started massively 
outsourcing their factories, mostly in the neighbor-
ing Guangzhou [Canton] region. To the extent that 
the companies  from Hong Kong,  a 7.5 Million in-
habitants  territory,  are  today  employing  an  esti-
mated 10 Million workers in mainland China! The 
industrial sector’s decline accelerated in the wake of 
the 2008 crisis, as the capitalists increasingly rely on 
the financial sector to make profits. The last avail-
able statistics to date show that the manufacturing 
sector  now employs  no  more  than  90,000  people, 
against  more  than  700,000  in  trade  and  logistics, 
550,000 in “professional services”, 250,000 in the fi-
nancial sector and 250,000 in tourism. (2)

Even though the stature of the metropolis in China 
has declined with the establishing of direct links be-
tween the  mainland and the  global  market,  Hong 
Kong  is  still  a  high-profile  international  financial 
center for Chinese companies, (3) a trade and inter-
national exchange hub, (4) etc. This means that the 
troubles it is currently experiencing can have conse-
quences reaching far beyond the borders of its terri-
tory. → Continued on page 38.

2) Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics, July 2019
3) Its has the world’s 6th largest stock market; the biggest Chi-

nese firms are listed there.
4) Its has the world’s 5th largest seaport in terms of containers 

traffic, its airport is the world’s 8th in terms of passenger 
numbers.
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