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A Free Retriever's Digest

From the Editor
Monday, July 15, 2019
Dear reader,
This issue features two new article series and a contribution apropos of the rarely discussed topic of “euthanasia and
assisted suicide”.
• The first part of the article series 250 years of capitalism aims at reconstructing the economic dynamic of the capitalist mode of production since the beginning of its industrial phase at the hand of an examination of carefully selected
data and statistics. From a classical Marxist point of view, the first part demonstrates the evolution of the rate of surplus
value, profit rates, real wages and annual working time, the share of wages, profit and land rent in the national income,
for industrial capitalism’s historical hotbed, Great Britain (the United Kingdom).
• In the section Documents of the historical communist Left we present part 1 of a work from 1961 by Willy
Huhn on the question of the communist party, in which the Leninist conception is contrasted by what Marx and Engels
had advanced on this issue, through a close examination of their texts. Albeit advocated ad nauseam by the Stalinist
counter-revolution, the ‘Leninist’ vision and methods are still influential in today’s political milieu of the communist Left,
not in the last place with many who pretend to be in the vanguard of the “struggle for the party”.
• Apropos of a statement by ‘Nuevo Curso’ on a suicide case in the Netherlands, which has echoed a brief but intense
media campaign that falsely presented it as a case of ‘state-sponsored euthanasia’, we have embarked upon an examination of this country’s mortality statistics in order to provide material for a discussion of rarely treated questions. Of
course we have included this statement and our first reply as well.
The ongoing escalation of imperialist tensions and maneuvers over the Persian Gulf region, exacerbating the conflict be tween the USA and Iran and their respective allies, have inspired the Gulf Coast Communist Fraction (Florida, USA)
and Internationalist Voice to issue a joint statement. We salute this effort by internationalists to jointly take a position
on central issues like the question of war, while respecting eventual divergence. In an article on the ICT’s website, D.Saadati has advanced an elaborate analysis of this situation. Both have been included in this issue and are recommend for
reading and reacting upon.
Appreciations and contributions are of course welcome.
Internationalist regards,
Henry Cinnamon
P.S. Due to the size of translation and editorial work A Free Retriever's Digest has engaged upon; the requirements of the international situation, and more personal obligations, the publication of this review will be limited to two issues in the remainder of this year. The next is sue is due for the beginning of October, while we try to regularly update the web blog.

A Free Retriever's Digest aims at presenting publications that are relevant for discussions within the internationalist milieu in
general, and among the groups and circles who claim adherence to the international communist left(s) in particular. It intends to provide comments and a space for discussion.
Readers are invited to send in notifications of publications by e-mail, abstracts and reviews of relevant books, articles or texts, and pre sentations at discussion meetings. Contributions should be written in English and may not exceed 3,000 words. Included bibliographical
references and internet links should be exact.
Articles and contributions express the views of their authors. Publication is at the discretion of the editor. They may be freely adopted
if correctly quoted with source reference. A notification thereof is highly appreciated.
Web blog: https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com.

e-mail address: afreeretriever@gmail.com.

Selected Articles & News Feeds
April 15 – July 14, 2019 (week no.’s 15 – 27)
The international Situation
Escalations of imperialist tensions in the USA – Iran standoff; The G-20 and
‘Youth for Climate’
1 Title:

Iran and the USA on the Warpath?

Published on:

May 30, 2019

Author(s):

Damoon Saadati

Web link:

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-05-30/iran-and-the-usa-on-the-warpath

Week 21

Subject:
Genre:
Length (words): 3.950
Remarks:
2 Title:

This article has been adopted, starting on the back-cover, page 38.
La guerra en el Golfo y los trabajadores

Spanish

Published on:

June 26, 2019

Week 25

Author(s):

‘Nuevo Curso’

Web link:

https://nuevocurso.org/la-guerra-en-el-golfo-y-los-trabajadores/

Subject:
Genre:
Length (words): 1,517
Extract:

3 Title:

“The tensions between the US and Iran are the expression of a global scenario in
which the trade war drives day after day a general development of imperialist
tensions in all countries and regions: from the China Sea to Cyprus through South
America. The gravity of a global scenario of trade and currency wars does not
even pretend to hide. The new US national security doctrine is explicit: military
force is a central part of the pressure to renegotiate trade agreements and open
new markets.”
Iran-US tensions: capitalism is chaos and barbarism

Published on:

July 9, 2019

Author(s):

EG, 1.7.19

Web link:

https://en.internationalism.org/content/16706/iran-us-tensions-capitalism-chaosand-barbarism

Week 27

Subject:
Genre:
Length (words): 1,687
Extract:

4 Title:

“Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen… the infernal spiral of imperial ist conflict continues to plunge the Middle East into the depths of barbarism.
This region is a concentration of everything that is most disgusting about decadent capitalism. After decades of instability, invasions, “civil” wars and all
kinds of murderous conflicts, Iran is now in the eye of the storm.”
El G20 y las ideologías de la guerra de mañana

Spanish

Published on:

June 28, 2019

Week 25

Author(s):

‘Nuevo Curso’

Web link:

https://nuevocurso.org/el-g20-y-las-ideologias-de-la-guerra-de-manana/

Subject:
Genre:
Length (words): 1,128
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Extract:

5 Title:

“The GDP of the G20 countries accounts for 85% of world output. The Osaka summit
is serving as an ideological "war game" to contrast the argumentative garb of the
different candidates to form a bloc around their imperialist ambitions.”
Thunberg's Call for General Strikes: The Confusions of a Liberal Protest

Published on:

July 12, 2019

Author(s):

KT, July 11 2019

Web link:

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-07-12/thunberg-s-call-for-generalstrikes-the-confusions-of-a-liberal-protest

Week 27

Subject:
Genre:
Length (words): 1,677
Extract:

“Thunberg and her colleagues' call echoes the calls by groups like Earth Strike
for a "General Strike to save the planet". It does not arise from rising class
struggle. Neither does it fit neatly into the traditions of a General Strike
called and controlled by the Trades Unions as a bargaining ploy. In that sense
the YCP's call is "neither fish nor fowl".”

The international situation – Political crisis of Europe’s bourgeoisie
Brexit, the EU and the European elections
1 Title:

Where does the working class stand?

Published on:

May 25, 2019

Author(s):

Como (ICC)

Web link:

https://en.internationalism.org/content/16676/where-does-working-class-stand

Subject:

Brexit

Week 20

Genre:
Length (words): 632
Extract:

2 Title:

“In reality the working class has no stake in the Brexit imbroglio, no camp to
choose among the many factions or the umpteen ‘solutions’. All the arguments in
the Brexit debate are ultimately to do with the best conditions in which to man age the capitalist economic crisis, the best way to compete with other capitalist
swindlers on the world market, with the ultimate aim of extracting the maximum
surplus value from the working class and deciding amongst the bourgeoisie who
gets the biggest cut.”
Brexit or Remain: A Choice of Tripe at the End of May

Published on:

May 27, 2019

Author(s):

Bataglia Comunista (ICT)

Web link:

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-05-27/brexit-or-remain-a-choice-of-tripeat-the-end-of-may

Subject:

Brexit and the rise of right-wing populism

Genre:

Translation from Italian: “Against Fascism, Against the Bourgeoisie; For Class
Struggle and a Revolutionary Party”

Length (words): 2,639
Extract:

"The crisis in the capitalist party political system has become even more acute
during May. Two sets of election results have shown that the Labour vs. Conservative Punch and Judy show has, at least for the time being, lost its ability to
call all the shots. The Council Elections in May saw the two big parties lose
seats and majorities in numerous Councils. The "new right" Brexit Party has impacted on the elections to the European Parliament just as its UKIP predecessor
did in the previous round in 2014. To complete the trio, the Tory Party has
kicked out the Prime Minister as the groupings compete to square the Brexit circle."

Week 21
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3 Title:
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Brexit, Immigration Controls and the Border in Ireland

Published on:

June 2, 2019

Author(s):

Chris Gilligan

Web link:

http://insurgentnotes.com/2019/06/brexit-immigration-controls-and-the-border-inireland/

Subject:

Brexit

Week 21

Genre:
Length (words): 2,170
Extract:

4 Title:

“Brexit is irresolvable. There are basically three options on the table. (…) None
of those options can happen. Yet, one of those options has to happen. The uk parliament can try to postpone the decision, but a decision has to be made. Brexit
is irresolvable, but it must have some kind of resolution. In the midst of all
this mess there is, however, one thing that we can be sure about. Whatever the
final resolution ends up being, there will be more, and stricter, immigration
controls on the island of Ireland. In all of the Brexit discussion on the Irish
border it is easy to lose sight of this fact.”
Europa: la guerra bajo la alfombra

Spanish

Published on:

July 2, 2019

Week 26

Author(s):

‘Nuevo Curso’

Web link:

https://nuevocurso.org/europa-la-guerra-bajo-la-alfombra/

Subject:

Europe: War under the carpet

Genre:
Length (words): 1,592
Extract:

5 Title:

“The protagonism of the centrifugal forces of the EU has passed from the rebel lious movements of the petty bourgeoisie to the battles for imperialist orientation between states. The consequences are literally bloody: starting with Libya.
But as can be seen today, they will not remain there if, as is foreseeable, the
bitterness continues. If France sabotages the association agreement with Mercosur
it would leave the last South American container "meaningless". The European outburst - now or later - will only multiply the tendencies towards war all over the
world and immediately.”
¿Qué ha pasado en las instituciones europeas?

Spanish

Published on:

July 3, 2019

Week 26

Author(s):

‘Nuevo Curso’

Web link:

https://nuevocurso.org/que-ha-pasado-en-las-instituciones-europeas/

Subject:

What has happened in the European institutions?

Genre:
Length (words): 1,348
Extract:

“The imminence of a further aggravation of the economic crisis and the final
phase of a Brexit in which the USA is increasingly openly involved is accelerating inter-imperialist battles in the EU. The EU drawn after this negotiation is
more politically impotent, more institutionally unstable and necessarily more incoherent between its policies and its actions. But there can be no illusion. When
"each against all" is unashamedly deployed, those "each against all" - the states
- are clear about who to attack first in order to gain relative advantages over
others: us, our pensions, health systems, contracts and salaries. A new storm is
forming.”
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Popular movements and revolts in Africa and South America
Algeria, Sudan, Venezuela, Argentina
1 Title:

Algeria: A Historic and Ambivalent Movement

Published on:

April 15, 2019

Author(s):

Nedjib Sidi Moussa (Brooklyn Rail, Field Notes)

Web link:

https://brooklynrail.org/2019/05/field-notes/Algeria-A-Historic-and-AmbivalentMovement

Subject:

The mass protests in Algeria

Genre:

Appeciation

Week 15

Length (words): 1,485
Remarks:

2 Title:

"Apart from numerous housing squats (...) or the occupation on April 8 of the
steel complex of El Hadjar by hundreds of unemployed people demanding jobs, these
kinds of spontaneous actions are hardly reported by the press or by “left” information networks. (...). And exchanges on social networks—those intoxicating vectors—tend to become substitutes for general assemblies. (...) The popular movement does not lack creativity or energy, but it remains fettered by the nationalism and conservatism that have shaped Algerian society over the last decades."
Au Soudan, l'interclassisme et le démocratisme mènent la révolte à la dé faite

French

Published on:

June 10, 2019

Week 23

Author(s):

PCInt (Le Prolétaire)

Web link:

http://www.pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/190610_soudan.htm

Subject:

The mass protests in Sudan

Genre:

Leaflet, available as pdf

Length (words): 2,800
Extract:

3 Title:

“Sudan is of strategic importance because of its position on the Red Sea and between Egypt and Ethiopia. It arouses the rival interests of regional powers and
world imperialism. Once close to Iran, the Bachir regime had resumed relations
with Saudi Arabia and Egypt to the point of sending a contingent to participate
in the war in Yemen. Today, according to an official French statement, Saudi Arabia "provides political and financial support to the Sudanese armed forces". Last
year, the United States lifted its last sanctions (against a regime it had accused of genocide in Darfur!) and set up a CIA center in Khartoum. The European
Union had concluded agreements with him to stop emigration (Sudan being a crossing point), thereby strengthening the militias and thus the repressive nature of
the regime. China, but also Turkey and Russia are interested in the Sudanese situation. In short, Sudan represents a concentration of inter-capitalist contradictions. All these bourgeois states are seeking and will seek to influence what
happens there.”
Sudan: The Dictator Goes but the Regime Lives On

Published on:

June 19, 2019

Author(s):

Jock, 13 June 2019

Web link:

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-06-19/sudan-the-dictator-goes-but-theregime-lives-on

Subject:

The mass protests in Sudan

Genre:

Actualization article

Length (words): 2,222
Extract:

“The demonstrators were not satisfied with the fall of the dictator and recognized what was going on. They knew how, time and again, in Sudan’s short postcolonial history the military had temporarily stepped down only to carry out another coup after a few years. The SPA joined some opposition politicians in the
Alliance for Freedom and Change (AFC) to demand that a new majority civilian government of technicians should be set up for three to four years in order to oversee the establishment of real civilian rule. The Army countered with a proposal
for a government of 10, with only 3 being civilians. This was not accepted by either the AFC or the people in the streets so on June 3 the peaceful sit-down

Week 24
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demonstrators in front of Army headquarters were attacked.”
4 Title:

Civil War in Venezuela: An Economic and Human Catastrophe

Published on:

May 10, 2019

Author(s):

Fd, May 6 2019

Web link:

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-05-10/civil-war-in-venezuela-an-economicand-human-catastrophe

Subject:

Situation in Venezuela

Genre:

Actualization article

Week 18

Length (words): 1,707
Extract:

5 Title:

“Whether imperialist powers play the game of attack or recovery does not depend
on their good will in dealing with international crisis issues, it depends only
on the balance of power, on the alliances made and those to be made, on the opportunities that open up or, banally, on those who arrive first to get their
hands on the loot, forcing competing imperialism to respond immediately. If today
we are forced to comment only on episodes of war, to search for the possible
causes of the various conflicts and to account for the deaths and environmental
devastation that imperialist powers produce, it is only because the current crisis is criminally accelerating these conflicts.”
Argentine : Face à la crise et à la misère, nécessité impérieuse de la
lutte classiste et de l’organisation prolétarienne !

French

Published on:

June 14, 2019

Week 23

Author(s):

PCInt (Le Prolétaire)

Web link:

http://www.pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/190614_argentine.htm

Subject:

Strike day in Argentina

Genre:
Length (words): 2,161
Extract:

“On May 29, Argentine workers massively participated in a 24-hour general strike.
Buenos Aires, a metropolis of fifteen million inhabitants (a third of the Argentine population), has been largely paralyzed. Other major cities and industrial
regions have also been blocked. The proletarians of the steel industry, metallurgy, transport, ports and docks... and workers in education, health...
protested against dismissals, unemployment and the significant deterioration in
living conditions.”

Exchanges among internationalists
Internationalist Voice, ICC, Gulf Coast Communist Fraction (Florida), Prometeo
(NYC)
1 Title:

Response to Internationalist Voice on strikes in Iran

Published on:

June 1, 2019

Author(s):

Baboon, 4.4.2018

Web link:

https://en.internationalism.org/content/16684/response-internationalist-voicestrikes-iran

Subject:

Workers’ struggles in the Middle East and Iran in particular

Genre:

Reply to a critique by Internationalist Voice

Length (words): 2,077
Extract:

“This article, written by a close sympathizer, examines a contribution by the
group Internationalist Voice on the strengths and weaknesses of recent workers’
struggles in Iran. While these struggles are extremely important, we think that
there has been a tendency among certain parts of the proletarian milieu to overestimate the level of self-organization in this movement, even implying that soviets were on the immediate agenda. We will return to this question in other articles.”

Week 21
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2 Title:

Polemic from Internationalist Voice

Published on:

June 9, 2019

Author(s):

Gulf Coast Communist Fraction (FLA/US)

Web link:

https://gulfcoastcommunistfraction.wordpress.com/2019/06/08/polemic-frominternationalist-voice/

Subject:

Weaknesses in the Understanding of the Development of Capitalism

Genre:

Discussion with Internationalist Voice

Week 22

Length (words): 3,537
Extract:

3 Title:

“We are pleased to introduce a polemic from an organization of Iranian comrades
called Internationalist Voice. We welcome their correspondence and critical comments on our Fraction, and think they have made some compelling points that de serve serious consideration. Some of the comments made echo a letter sent to us
from the International Group of the Communist Left , and we invite our readers to
visit this text.” Their subsequent joint declaration can be read on page 23.
Party, program, and class

Published on:

June 10, 2019

Author(s):

Prometeo (NYC), November 2018

Web link:

https://prometeo.nyc/2019/06/09/program-party-and-class/

Week 23

Subject:
Genre:

Prometeo in reply to the IGCL apropos of its critique of ‘Intransigence’

Length (words): 7,596
Extract:

“The September 2018 edition of Revolution or War opens with a piece by Robin on
the new efforts at regroupment surrounding the journal Intransigence. (…) Although broadly appreciative of the project’s goals, objections are raised about
Intransigence’s editorial line and overall methodology. In responding to this
piece, we hope (…) to clarify to ourselves and others where we situate ourselves
historically. We can then show how this self-understanding informs our stance on
questions of party, program, and class. Second, to extend the spirit of open engagement evinced by the article in Revolution or War. Of course, we will be frank
about points of disagreement, but not in order to create scandal or polemic. Last
but not least, we would like to use this as an opportunity to invite other groups
to join in the regroupment effort, if they consider it, as we do, to be a worthwhile cause.”

Historical communist Lefts
Documents and Historiography
1 Title:

Vragen zonder antwoord - de Nederlandse en Duitse communistische linkerzijde

Published on:

March 12, 2019

Author(s):

Alex de Jong (Grenzeloos)

Web link:

https://www.grenzeloos.org/content/vragen-zonder-antwoord-de-nederlandse-enduitse-communistische-linkerzijde

Subject:

The Dutch and German Communist Left (1900-1968) 'Neither Lenin nor Trotsky nor
Stalin! All workers must think for themselves!

Genre:

Book review

Dutch
Week 10

Length (words): 6,066
Extract:
2 Title:

Contemporary trotskyism on the historical German-Dutch communist Left
A Different May Day in 1918

Published on:

April 30, 2019

Author(s):

‘Kommunist’ No.2, 1918

Web link:

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-04-30/a-different-may-day-in-1918

Subject:

May 1918 and the Russian communist Left

Genre:

The First of May. Editorial from ‘Kommunist’ #2 (Translation and introduction by
the CWO)

Week 17
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Length (words): 2,026
Extract:

3 Title:

“For Russian revolutionaries these were indeed “days of hope” and the editorial
reflects that. It actually contrasts with much of the rest of the content of Kom munist. After all the journal was set up by the Left Communists specifically because they feared that the revolution which they had supported, a revolution
based on the self-activity of the Russian working class, was already in danger of
taking a wrong turn. (…) this editorial not only demonstrates the depth of the
gulf between social democratic reformism and genuine revolutionary politics based
on the formation of class bodies like workers’ councils, but also shows that “the
victory of the proletariat is impossible without international action”.”
Bernhard Reichenbach, Histoire du KAPD, 1928

French

Published on:

May 9, 2019

Week 18

Author(s):

Pantopolis

Web link:

http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2019/05/bernhard-reichenbach-histoire-du-kapd1928.html

Subject:

History of the K.A.P.D. and the Unionen movement in Germany

Genre:

Annotated translation from German source; pdf freely available (A4, 14 pages)

Length (words): 12,059
Extract:

4 Title:

“For a precise knowledge of the positions of the KAPD, the dissident party of the
Komintern, we give this edited translation of a text by B. Reichenbach, one of
the founders of this party, which in 1928 was part of the Essen Tendency. In the
KAPD theory, the Workers Unions were based on the Factory Councils and were to
serve as a basis for the economic construction of socialism after the proletarian
takeover of political power. These unions, created in 1919-1920, were to replace
the old union structures that had been in place since the counterrevolution. The
texts cited by Reichenbach express a clear conception of the class party as "the
head and weapon of the revolution".
Spartacus en het Trotskisme

Published on:

July 1, 2019

Author(s):

Communistenbond Spartacus, 1946

Web link:

https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2019/07/01/spartacus-en-het-trotskisme/

Subject:

The Dutch communist Left against Trotskyism

Genre:

Trancription from Spartacus, weekblad van de Communistenbond “Spartacus”, jg. 6
(1946), no. 26 (29 juni), p. 4/5

Dutch
Week 26

Length (words): 2,874
Extract:

5 Title:

“After the Second World War, Spartacus emerged from illegality in the Netherlands
as one of the few groups in the world that put forward the struggle of the working class against all imperialist camps, i.e. against fascism, against bourgeois
democracy and against Stalinism. They were also opposed to the Trotskyism of the
so-called Fourth International, which took part in the Second World War in defense of Russian state capitalism. The following 1946 text shows how the Trotskyists tried to get a grip on Spartacus and how they falsified the history of the
RSAP and portrayed the proletarian internationalists as ultra-radicals. This
Trotskyist tactic is still relevant today.”
Anton Pannekoek, La destruction de la Nature, 1909

Published on:

July 8, 2019

Author(s):

Pantopolis

Web link:

http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2019/07/anton-pannekoek-la-destruction-de-lanature-1909.html

Subject:

Capitalism’s destruction of Nature

Genre:

German Transcription of “NATURVERWÜSTUNG” and annotated French translation from:
Zeitungskorrespondenz n° 75, 10 Juli 1909, p. 1 et 2.

Length (words): 3,028
Extract:

“Society under capitalism can be compared to a body without reason equipped with
giant power; while it develops its power ever more enormously, it at the same
time devastates nature in which and through which it lives in a senseless way.

French; German
Week 27
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Only socialism, which teaches this powerful body consciousness and thoughtful ac tion, will at the same time replace the devastation of nature with a rational
economy.”

6 Title:

Staatssozialismus und Zwangsarbeit

German

Published on:

July 10, 2019

Week 27

Author(s):

Anton Pannekoek, 1913

Web link:

https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2019/07/10/staatssozialismus-undzwangsarbeit/

Subject:

State socialism and forced labor

Genre:

Transcription from Staatssozialismus / A[nton]. P[annekoek. In: Zeitungskorrespondenz, Nr. 276, 24. Mai 1913 and Leipziger Volkszeitung, 24. Mai 1913.

Length (words): 2,036
Extract:

“The German-Dutch Communist Left has pointed out that Bolshevism misrepresented
socialization as nationalization, and that the consequent subjugation of the
workers councils to the Soviet state has led to a worsening of the oppression of
the proletariat. This state-socialist idea was of reformist origin and was already opposed by the old Liebknecht and Engels. Less well known is that Anton
Pannekoek, as part of the Bremen Left, criticized state socialism in several articles. We publish here a transcription of one of these articles, the one from
May 1913.”

Balance Sheets (‘Mouvement Communiste’ and ‘Grand Large’)
The strike at SNCF in 2018; The ‘yel low vests’ movement in France
1 Title:

SNCF: A BALANCE SHEET OF THE DEFEAT OF A CONSERVATIVE STRIKE

Published on:

March 19, 2019

Author(s):

MC/KPK, 19 March 2019

Web link:

http://mouvement-communiste.com/documents/MC/Letters/LTMC1946 ENvF.pdf

Subject:

The strike at the national railway in France 2018

Genre:

Balance sheet, Letter Nr. 46, pdf freely available (A4, 14 pages)

Week 11

Length (words): Remarks:

2 Title:

“Making a balance sheet of the strike on the SNCF implies understanding the company and its new productive organization patiently put in place over 20 years. It
was a reorganization imposed to make us forget the memory of the strike of November-December 1995. The remodelling of the company broke the functional unity of
the SNCF by breaking it into threes ÉPICs (Industrial and Commercial Public Establishments): a SNCF ÉPIC, which is in charge of the overall running of the
group; an ÉPIC called SNCF Network, which manages, runs and develops the French
rail network; an ÉPIC called SNCF Mobilities, for passenger and goods transport.
This is without counting the growing use of subcontractors.”
CONTRIBUTION À LA RÉFLEXION DES « GILETS JAUNES ».

French

Published on:

July 11, 2019

Week 27

Author(s):

Lejardinier, July 2019

Web link:

https://grandlargecritiques.org/?p=341

Subject:

The “yellow vests” movement in France in its demise?

Genre:

Balance sheet

Length (words): 3,842
Remarks:

“In July 2019, the expression of the dynamic that triggered the "yellow vests"
movement is less and less heard in the streets. However, this dynamic is not
dead, far from it, and this contribution is an attempt to preserve the traces of
this fundamental class movement. Indeed, the current period is marked by the unleashing of the media and politicians from all walks of life who are firing red
bullets at this movement so that all the experiences, all the thoughts and all
the progress of consciousness that it has caused are lost.“

250 years of Capitalism
A reconstruction of its dynamics (I)

In the hell of the workshop of the world, which is 19 th Century’s England, Marx and Engels developed
their critique of capitalism and became involved in the first expressions of the workers movement. Engels
began to do this in 1845 in his book The Condition of the Working Class in England , and a few years
later Marx analyzed all its aspects in Capital. But the latter’s concern is “private” and has existed “for a
long time”: to construct graphs illustrating the evolution of the main economic indicators he has devel oped, in order to mathematically determine the essential laws of the [economic] crises: “I submitted here to
Moore (1) a story with which I have tussled around privately for a long time (...) you know the tables where prices,
discount rates, etc., etc. are represented in their fluctuations during the year, etc. by zigzag curves that go up and
down. I have tried several times – to analyze the crises – , to calculate these ups and downs as irregular curves,
and I have believed it possible (I still believe it is possible, with sufficiently studied material) to determine the es sential laws of the crises mathematically from there. Moore, as said, takes the case as not feasible until further no tice, and I have decided to give it up for the time being” (Letter from Marx to Engels of May 31, 1873) (2) The
paucity of the statistical apparatus of his time and Marx’s poor health did not allow him to continue his at tempts and carry them out. This contribution attempts – at least in part – to fill this gap “with sufficiently
studied material” for the country under examination: England. ( 3)
1) The translator of the Communist Manifesto in English.
2) Marx/Engels, Der Briefwechsel, Bd. 4 (1868 – 1883), p. 398 (DTV Reprint from MEGA, Berlin 1931).
3) The sources of the data on which this article relies, and the necessary indications on how they are presented, can be found in
the Annex to this series on the Free Retriever’s blog. As these are published sources, they can be consulted to check the author’s
calculations and graphs in order to complete, correct or contradict the proposed analysis. [editor’s note].

Graph 1: Rate of Surplus Value 1760 – 2001, GB (Index: 1760 = 100)
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The Class Struggle from 1760 to the Russian Revolution
The rate of surplus value
from 1760 to the present
If we look at the century and a half that has elapsed
since the beginning of the industrial revolution until
the Russian revolution of 1917, it must be noted that –
according to Marx’s analysis – the English ruling
class manages to amass fortunes thanks to a nearly
threefold increase in the working class’s exploitation
rate, which multiplied by 2.58 from 1760 to 1917,
from the index 100 to the index 258 on the foregoing
Graph no. 1 of the rate of surplus value. (4)
What are the driving forces behind this powerful accumulation of wealth? Is it carried out according to
the modalities of the analysis traced by Marx in Capital? Does the 20th Century confirm or contradict his
analysis since the rate of surplus value is almost
halved during the sixty years from 1917 to 1974 (from
index 258 to 142)? These are the main questions that

4) In the total wealth created annually (the national product),
the rate of surplus value (also called the exploitation rate)
measures the share between what belongs to the employer
(the surplus value) and what belongs to the employee (his
salary), in other words: rate of surplus value = surplus
value / salary = (national product – salaries) / salaries. It is
a measure of the degree of economic exploitation of wage
labor (to distinguish from the degree of physical exploitation like stress or occupational risks).

motivate us in this first exercise to illustrate his
book. (5)

Working more to earn less
Since the beginning of the industrial revolution, the
reduction of working time and the maintenance or increase of real wages (purchasing power, i.e. with inflation deducted) have been the main focus of the wager earners’ struggle to reduce their exploitation.
And for good reason, the latter first saw their living
and working conditions deteriorate for almost a century before a slight and slow improvement [followed]
during the subsequent half-century.
In fact, the Graph no. 2 hereafter shows us that the
real workers’ wage stagnated from 1760 to 1855.
Worse, already very miserable in 1760, it began to decline by a quarter until 1800, then recovered around
1830 and stabilized until 1855. The annual working
time increased by almost a third from 1760 to 1830,
and then declined only marginally until 1855. Undoubtedly, the slogan of the ruling class at that time
was: “work more to earn less” to paraphrase the formula of former French President Sarkozy.
5) This contribution therefore has only a limited objective,
which complements Marx’s Capital and the more qualitative works of Marxist and other historians of the industrial
revolution and the development of capitalism, works to
which the reader should refer in order to have a complete
vision.

Graph 2: Real wage of a skilled worker in London / Annual working hours (1760 - 2001)
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And this is still without considering the frequent
labor by children aged from six to eight years old;
the prohibition of demonstrations and coalition
building (trade unions, strike funds, mutual societies, cooperatives...); the arbitrariness of the employers who can dismiss at will and without compensation, while workers are liable to prison if they
leave their employers; the right to vote limited to a
minority of rich men; etc.
Moreover, in addition to these miserable living and
working conditions, there is the scourge of growing unemployment resulting mainly from a galloping urban demography (6) and, subsequently, from
6) This first century of industrial revolution was characterized
by a strong demographic growth resulting from a widening gap between the birth and death rates: while the former
increased from 3.4% to 4.2% between 1760 and 1876 and
then stabilized at a high level (3.6%) until 1876 (the date of
its rapid and continuous fall), the mortality rate fell from
2.9% in 1760 to 2.1% in 1876 (Source : Our World in Data).
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the bankruptcy of small craftsmen as a consequence of competition from capitalist production
and an exodus of rural people dispossessed of their
land and/or impoverished by the prohibition of access to the commons. (7) Thus, the unemployment
rate increased from 3.6% to 10% between 1760 and
1842, see Graph no. 3 hereafter: without any social
and legal protection, and still too few in number to
be able to impose a balance of power in their favor,
these first wage workers are subjected to the horrors of competition among them, a competition induced by this growing unemployment that will allow the employers to keep wages as low as possible
and to impose a sharp increase in working time.
7) Free access to forest resources, grazing rights on fallow
land, etc., all of which enable many poor farmers to survive
in the countryside. Read in this regard the excellent contribution of J.M. Chevet (1996) on the agricultural
revolution in England. (French language)

Graph 3: Unemployment in %, GB/UK (1760 - 2016)

Profit share and profit rate

This first century of savage capitalism is therefore
confounded with increased work, for a miserable
wage, carried out in atrocious social conditions and
a lack of political and social rights. Its operating
logic is still largely based on increasing absolute
surplus value, where profits are mainly increased
by extending working hours and lowering or maintaining low real wages in a context of increasing
unemployment. This explains the doubling of the
rate of surplus value during this first century of

savage capitalism, both according to our calculation (see Graph no. 1) and according to Allen’s calculation (see the following Graph no. 4), since our
index is multiplied by 1.82 from 1760 to 1855 and
the other by 2.5 from 1770 to 1855. (8)
8) Calculated by dividing the profit share by the wage share
from the data in graph 4. This results in a rate of surplus
value of 32% in 1770 (19% / 59%.) and of 81% in 1855
(42% / 50%), which leaves us with a multiplication by 2.5
from 1770 to 1855 (81% / 32%).
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Graph 3: Share of wages, profits and land rent in national income,
GB, 1770-1910, constant prices 1850, (Allen, 2007)

This excessive exploitation of waged workers – an
exploitation that goes as far as their physiological
exhaustion, since the average life expectancy of a
worker in Liverpool is only 25 years in 1860 – results in a decrease in the wages’ share in GDP
(from 60% in 1770 to 45% a little before 1860) and a
corresponding increase in the profit share (from
20% to 50%). It should be noted that the latter also
increases following the decline in the share of land
rents resulting from the progressive domination of
capitalism over the remains of the land aristocracy. (9) This doubling of the exploitation rate of
wage workers largely compensates for the increase
in the organic composition of capital during this
first century of savage capitalism, since the profit
rate progressively increases from 10% in 1770 to

9) This share of land rent in GDP declines from 22 per cent in
1770 to 7.5 per cent in 1855 (Graph 4). It will only be residual throughout the 20th Century.

24% in 1860 (with a maximum of 25% around 1875)
as shown in Graph 5 (Allen, 2007).

Graph 4: GB, Profit rate, real (1770 – 1913)
and nominal (1800 – 1860)
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Big sacrifices for meager results
This phase of savage capitalism ends around the middle of the 19th Century, when we witness a reversal of
the trend, as capitalism enters its typically colonial
phase: (10) instead of continuing to grow, annual working time begins a slow decline until 1917, albeit it remains still higher than at the beginning of the industrial revolution; similarly, real wages stop stagnating
and increase slowly and modestly from 1855 to 1901,
but then decline significantly until the First World War,
following a counter-offensive by the English employers
(explanation below). They have nevertheless increased
by a factor of 1.54 in sixty years (from 1855 to 1914). In
addition, a decline in unemployment occurs between
1842 and 1873, from 10% to 2.8%, certainly, only to rise
again, but to a lower level (5%). Finally, the first basic
social rights are wrested away, such as limiting the
work of very young children (declared prohibited under the age of nine in the textile industry in 1833), the
restriction of the daily working time for women and
children (to 10 hours a day in 1847), the acquirement of
the right to organize in trade unions in 1875, etc. This
reversal of the trend is the result of social resistance
that develops as the working class grows in number
and concentration. This explains a) the capping of the
rate of surplus value from 1855 to 1872 and its subsequent slight decrease until 1895 (Graph no. 1); b) the
stabilization and subsequent rise of the wages’ share,
respectively the stabilization and drop of the profits’
share from 1855 to 1890 (Graph no. 4); and c) the stabilization and subsequent drop of the profit rate from
1860 to 1890 (Graph no. 5).
At the end of the 19th Century and the beginning of the
20th (1895-1917), there is a counter-offensive by the
English employers to restrict the concessions granted
during the previous four decades and to restore their
profit rate (Grey, 2018). It succeeds partially, helped by
a restoration of unemployment at the turn of the century, since real wages fall from 1901 to 1917 (Graph no.
2). The wages’ share drops and the profits’ share rises
from 1890 to 1910 (Graph no. 4); since, the rate of surplus value soars from 1895 to 1917 (Graph no. 1), as
does the profit rate from 1890 to 1910 (Graph no. 5).
However, if we look at the entire century and a half
from the beginning of the industrial revolution to the
outbreak of the Russian revolution (1917), and if we ignore the particular dynamics during its two sub-peri10) For a more detailed description of the productive orders
that pace the life of capitalism, we refer to the article Crisis
– Conflicts – Struggles – Populism (Part 1) on our
blog, or in ‘A Free Retriever’s Digest’ Vol.2#6 (December 2018 – January 2019).
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ods (1760-1855 for savage capitalism and 1855-1917 for
colonial capitalism), it must be said that the real improvements in working class conditions are very meager, especially in view of the enormous sacrifices made
to achieve them, and compared to what the workers
succeeded to obtain after the First World War. In fact,
despite the fierce struggles to reduce an excessively
long working time, it is still higher in 1914 than it was
at the beginning of the industrial revolution! More
than a century of struggles has failed to recover the
sharp increase in working time by nearly 800 annual
hours imposed by the employers from 1760 to 1830. As
for the real wages, after a decline and stagnation for a
century, they have increased only very slightly and
slowly until the First World War. Unemployment, although fluctuating between 3% and 10%, has been almost permanent from 1760 to the First World War
(5.5% on average). Finally, with regard to social safety
nets, social security and pensions the timid progress is
minimal, and has only come about at the very end of
this period. There remain the legal rights that have
been obtained in hard-fought struggles, but whose
practical provisions are rarely followed in practice. A
significant fact attesting to the still miserable conditions of the wage earners after 150 years of capitalism:
millions of them are still pushed to emigrate on the eve
of the First World War, in search of a less worse life.
Thus, from 1861 to 1914, 45 million people emigrate
from Europe to the United States (28 million), Canada
(5 million), and Argentina (2 million)… (Chalmin,
2019)
The same is true for life expectancy at birth, which offers a different point of view of the socio-economic and
health status of a population at a given time (Graph
no. 6). It evolves very weakly during the first century
of savage capitalism (from 36 to 41 years of age from
1760 to 1865) and only progresses by about ten years
thereafter until the First World War. It should be noted,
however, that the evolution reproduced here is that of
an average population, combining all social classes; the
life expectancy of a worker is obviously lower! Thus, in
the workers’ cities par excellence of the English industrial revolution, Liverpool and Manchester, it is only 25
and 29 years respectively in 1860 (Szreter & Mooney,
1998), whereas it has already reached 41 years for the
average English population! Similarly, the life expectancy of a worker in France in 1913 is barely ±35
years, whereas its average population already reaches
an age of 53 years (Leridon, 2012). This is a measure
not only of the misery of the living and working conditions of the workers during the first century and a half
of capitalism’s existence, but of a very shortened life
because of these conditions!
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Graph 5: Life expectancy from birth, UK (1760 - 2018)/ Real wage of a skilled worker in London (1760 - 2001)
This state of endemic poverty in the working class
world will change significantly after the revolutionary explosions following the First World War, and
even more radically after the Second World War,
given the much faster growth in real wages and of
the reduction in working time. Thus, if life expectancy rises only by 14 years in one century and
a half (1760-1914), it will rise twofold in less time:
by more than 31 years in 104 years (1914-2018).
This multi-secular evolution is confirmed again if
we observe variations in male body length. Thus,
the median length of men generally declines, or re-

mains stable, during the first century of savage
capitalism. It slightly increases just since the last
quarter of the 19th Century and rises significantly
only in the 20th Century (Graph 7). (11)
M.R., May 2019
Source: 250 Ans de Capitalisme,
Capitalisme & Crises Économiques
Translation: H.C. Proofreading and corrections: M.R.,
June 2019.

11) Olson, R. S. (2014). ‘Why the Dutch are so tall ?’

Graph 6: Median male body length in various countries (1820 – 2013)

Documents of the historical Communist Left
Willy Huhn (1961): On the doctrine of the revolutionary party (1)

In ‘A Free Retriever's Digest’ Vol.2 #1 (February -March 2018) we presented a biographic work on the council communist Willy Huhn (1909 – 1970), together with a concise review ( Book Review: “In Search of Rosa’s Heritage” ). Subsequently we translated a text expounding Huhn’s view on Lenin: Willy Huhn (1948): ‘Lenin as a Utopian’ (in Vol.2
#2, April – May 2018). In the following we resume our translation series with (the first part of) a more extensive arti cle, in which Huhn compares the ‘Marxist-Leninist’ conception of the communist party and that developed by Marx
and Engels, in a polemic that took place in the early 1960s.
Willy Huhn poses the question how far Lenin has “directly taken up the doctrine of Marx and Engels in the question of
the Party”, as his adversary put it. Contrary to Dracker’s ahistorical approach, Huhn endeavors to explain how the or ganizational question arose in the practice of the 1848 bourgeois revolutions. In doing so, he shows that Lenin, in the
(supposedly) bourgeois revolution in Russia from the outset of the 20th Century, represented a concept of organization
that was substantially different from that of Marx and Engels.
Today more than 150 years have passed since the 1848 bourgeois revolutions; more than 100 years since the proletarian
world revolution announced itself in the Red October of 1917, and more than 50 years since Huhn opposed Leninism in
this text. The communist minorities again face the question of how to organize themselves to fulfill their function in
the workers’ struggle. Huhn’s text advances essential elements for a valid reply, even if it is still deeply influenced by
the last years of the counterrevolution at the time.

I.
[The relationship of the communists to the working class]
In “WISO” (Issue 13 of July 1, 1961, pp. 604 to 618)
Heinz-Otto Dracker examines “the Lenin-style Party
on the basis of authentic sources”, which he
distinguishes from the “party of the old type”, the
“electoral apparatus” according to Stalin. This
electoral apparatus, the old party type that
belonged to the pre-revolutionary period, is replaced by the new party type in the revolutionary
period. In Dracker’s presentation, the “new type
party” appears as a Leninist-Stalinist party because
his authentic sources are almost exclusively “the
works of Lenin and Stalin”. In addition to Lenin's
“works” and Stalin's “Questions of Leninism”, the
“Foundations of Marxism-Leninism” were declaredly
“of particular value” to his expositions. (1)
It is thus about the Leninist-Stalinist doctrine of the
revolutionary party. Of course, “the doctrine of
Marx and Engels” is given as its basis. In fact, Marx
and Engels are indeed quoted ten times, but almost
exclusively with regards to expounding the
“Marx/Engelsian doctrine of the State” (pp. 87-89).
1) Counting the quotations in Dracker’s article, Huhn finds
Lenin quoted by Dracker 30 times and Stalin 27 times.

Although Dracker explains that Lenin “hardly
added anything to it theoretically”, he even quotes
three out of eight Marx/Engels references to
Engels’ work The Origin of the Family, Private
Property, and the State from a second hand,
namely Lenin’s.
But since it is primarily intended to be an
exposition of the doctrine of the revolutionary
party, one would like to know which
Marx/Engelsian party doctrine Lenin has “directly
taken up”. In fact, we still find the two Marx/Engels
quotations from the Communist Manifesto (pp.
85-86), where three paragraphs are quoted from
especially Section II on “Proletarians and
Communists”. These give Dracker the opportunity
to emphasize “the essence of a proletarian
(communist) party” and to explain to us what “the
communists are” (p. 136):
a) a part of the working class, namely b) its most
resolute, dynamic part, c) its most insightful, most
conscious part. [accentuation by Dracker]. The
“part” so emphasized by Dracker appears only
once in the middle sentence in the three
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paragraphs he quotes, namely in the following
sentence:
“The communists, therefore, are practically the most
resolute, ever advancing part of the workers’ parties
of all countries [...]” (Marx-Engels, “The Communist
Manifesto”) [accentuation by Willy Huhn]. ( 2)
As my emphasis is intended to underline, for
Dracker it is about making the assertion that according to Marx and Engels the communists, and
this means the proletarian, revolutionary party, are
part of the working class. But this assertion is not
even supported by his own quotations: these
clearly state that the communists, i.e. the
revolutionary proletarians, are a part of the
Workers’ Parties of all countries, and even the first
paragraph of the “Manifesto”, which he cites, is
only about what distinguishes the communists
“from the other proletarian parties”.
Here Dracker, in order to justify his strange way of
quoting and interpreting, could point out that,
according to the last sentence quoted, the
communists after all are a party alongside the
other proletarian parties. In fact, by his strange way
of quoting, he has taken the best precautions for
such a misinterpretation. For he simply omitted
three important sentences prior to the three
paragraphs he cited! Section II of the Communist
Manifesto deals with the relationship between the
“proletarians and communists”. The first sentence
immediately poses the question: “In what relation
do the communists stand to the proletarians at all?”
And the answer is unmistakable:
“The communists are not a particular party opposed to
the other workers' parties. They have no interests
separate from those of the proletariat as a whole. They do
not establish particular principles according to which
they want to model the proletarian movement.” (loc.
cit.)
The three paragraphs quoted by Dracker
immediately follow on. It is quite obvious that the
three first principles about the communists’
relationship with the working class do not want to
fit into the Leninist-Stalinist concept of Dracker’s
revolutionary party. Did they therefore have to be
ignored? What is certain is that “LeninismStalinism” wanted to “model” the proletarian
2) Marx-Engels, “Das Kommunistische Manifest” (MEW Bd.
4, p. 459 ff. Text based on the last edition edited by Engels,
1890).

movement and modeled it. Its technical means for
this was the so-called “Communist Party”, while
according to the “Manifesto” there was to be no
“particular party” of communists opposed to the
other workers’ parties. It will also hardly be
possible to deny – except by those interested – that
the CPSU, at least in the Stalin era, represented
primarily state interests, i.e. interests separated
from those of the entire proletariat. If Stalinists
embezzle such sentences, I am not surprised, but
here? Dracker therefore not only withholds from us
the important core proposition that the
communists are not a particular party opposed to
other workers’ parties, but he also re-models
Marx/Engels's proposition that the communists
are “practically the most resolute, ever-advancing part
of the workers’ parties of all countries”, to the effect
that the communists would be part of the working
class. And he also does us the favor of telling us
why he interprets or revises the Marx/Engels text
in this way. For he adds in a footnote: “Later the
expression of the ‘Vorhut’ (or vanguard) of the
proletariat becomes common” (p. 101). A ‘Vorhut’ or
vanguard of the proletariat can, of course, only be a
“part of the working class”. Here is a prime example
of how a certain doctrine – the Leninist-Stalinist
party doctrine – can prevent someone from reading
or understanding a text correctly. We know this
doctrinal narrow-mindedness above all from the
history of Christian theology, especially from
scholasticism. Imagine how the Catholic clergy
would take up the sentence: “Catholics are a part,
and notably the vanguard of Christianity”, and how,
by contrast, it would take up the sentence:
“Catholics are the most resolute part of the Christian
churches of all countries”! Anyone who wants to
build a “sole beatifying church” is certainly not
content with the role of leaven…
We do not stop at the fact that the critic of Rosa
Luxemburg, Fred Oelssner, is cited as an authentic
author (p. 90), while Rosa Luxemburg herself is
mentioned only once, on the tenth page of the
treatise (p. 94). We content ourselves with
sketching “the doctrine of Marx and Engels” on the
revolutionary organization of the proletariat,
which Lenin did however not take up in the
question of the party, and which Dracker has
inadequately treated and moreover misinterpreted
– not to say disfigured – “on the basis of authentic
sources”, albeit by no means exhaustively.
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II.
[The communists strive to create an independent organization
out of the proletarian movement]
In this it cannot be avoided that we start from a
fundamental
knowledge
of
an
historicalphilosophical kind, namely the historical
materialism of Marx and Engels. But we do so only
to the extent that this is indispensable for
understanding the historical role of the
communists and their task with regards to the
working class. As long as the productive forces are
still insufficiently developed in the bosom of the
bourgeoisie itself to allow the material conditions
necessary for the liberation of the proletariat and
for the formation of a new society to shine through;
as long as the proletariat is still insufficiently
developed to constitute itself as a class – and
therefore the struggle of the proletariat with the
bourgeoisie does not yet have a political character –
the already appearing communists or socialists are
"merely Utopians who, in order to meet the needs of
the oppressed classes, devise systems and search for a
regenerating science. But in the measure that history
moves forward, and with it the struggle of the
proletariat assumes clearer outlines, they no longer
need to seek science in their minds; they only have to
give account of what is happening before their eyes,
and to become its mouthpiece. (...) From this moment,
science becomes a product of the historical movement
and it has ceased to be doctrinaire, it has become
revolutionary." (Karl Marx, “The Misery of
Philosophy”) (3)
Utopians thus differ from Marxists in that they
devise scientific systems according to which social
reality should direct itself, or that they allow
themselves to be guided by the “ideas” or “ideals”
which still have to be “realized”. For the Marxists,
on the other hand, communism is not a state that is
yet to be established, but
“an ideal according to which reality will have to direct
itself. We call communism the real movement that abolishes the present state.” (Marx/Engels, “The German
Ideology”). (4)
3) Karl Marx, “Das Elend der Philosophie”, Chapter 2: “Die
Methaphysik der politischen Ökonomie”, §1: Die Methode
(MEW Bd. 4 p. 143).
4) Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, “Die Deutsche Ideologie”
(MEW Bd. 3, p. 35). The opposition (“but an ideal”) in the
transcription from Huhn is not to be found in the sentence
quoted from Marx/Engels (Translator’s note).

Scientific socialism or communism (which the
Utopians also claimed for themselves, but in the
above-described doctrinal form), as Marx/Engels
developed it further, thus only gives account of the
real communist movement of the workers
themselves, which takes place in the form of the
workers’ movement before our eyes, and makes
itself an organ or instrument of the same. And this
means that the communists or Marxists serve the
workers’ movement, in the way of the following
characterization of their function:
“Just as the economists are the scientific representatives
of the bourgeois class, so the Socialists and Communists
are the theoreticians of the proletarian class.” (Marx,
“The Misery of Philosophy”, loc. cit.)
So the communists or Marxists are the theorists or
the scientific representatives of the working class.
Already here it becomes clear how much “utopianism” is still to be found in the dominant doctrines of the so-called “Communist Parties”, as
measured by such main propositions of the
founders of Marxism. One can declare them to be
false and outdated, then one should overcome
them critically and scientifically, but one cannot
and must not, like Dracker, assert and write that
“Lenin, also in the question of the party, takes up di rectly the doctrine of Marx and Engels” (p. 85). The
latter [doctrine], “Marxism” as it was first published in popular form as the “Communist Manifesto”, established “the scientific insight into the economic structure of bourgeois society as the only tenable theoretical foundation”, and explained that “it
was not a matter of putting some Utopian system into
effect, but of self-conscious participation in the historical process of revolutionizing society that is taking
place before our very eyes,” as Marx himself still explained in 1860. (Karl Marx, “Herr Vogt”) ( 5) He
writes this while reporting in retrospect on the
“Bund der Kommunisten” [Communists’ League]
and its “Manifesto” (February 1848), which says of
the “theoretical propositions of the communists” – i.e.
those of Marx/Engels themselves – that they are
“only general expressions of actual conditions of an ex -

5) Karl Marx, “Herr Vogt” (MEW Bd. 14, p. 439)
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isting class struggle, of a historical movement going
on before our eyes.” (“Manifesto”, loc. cit., p. 19.) (6)
The communists or Marxists thus participate as
scientific representatives of the working class in
their movement that is already taking place. They
therefore join “the already constituted workers’
parties” in all countries without forming a party
themselves, i.e. the “Chartists” in England, the
agrarian reformers in the U.S.A., the “Socialist
Democratic Party” in France (under Ledru-Rollin
and Louis Blanc!), etc., they thus support “every
revolutionary movement against the existing social
and political conditions” everywhere. (See the whole
fourth and final section of the “Manifesto”!) (7) The
prerequisite for the activity of the communists or
Marxists is therefore always the existence of a
historical movement of a social-revolutionary
process. In doing so, they never fail to
“work out a consciousness as clear as possible with the
workers about the hostile opposition between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat”,
that is, to clarify the class consciousness of the
workers. Nevertheless, Marx/ Engels use the term
“communist party” also in this section for the
struggle of the “Communists’ League” in Germany.
How is this to be understood? According to Section
II of the “Manifesto”, “the next aim of the
communists is the same as that of all other proletarian
parties”, and the “formation of the proletariat into a
class” is mentioned in the first place (loc. cit., p. 18).
Accordingly, neither the communist nor another
proletarian party appears as the proper class
organization of the proletariat.
The communists, united in their “league”, which is
not a “particular party” opposed to the other workers’ parties, of whom they are the most resolute,
[forward] driving part, with whom they have the
next aims in common – even the “overthrow of the
bourgeoisie rule”, the “conquest of political power by
the proletariat” (emphasis by me!) – apparently regard that “formation of the proletariat into a class” as
a prerequisite for these actions, that is, the creation
of a revolutionary class organization of the workers. There exist sufficient other testimonies for this
interpretation: In March 1850, the ‘Zentralbehörde’
[central authority] of the Communists’ League gave
its emissaries the task that “the independence of the
6) Marx-Engels, “Das Kommunistische Manifest” (MEW Bd.
4, p. 474/475).
7) Ibidem (MEW Bd. 4, p. 492/493).

workers must be established” and that, when a new
revolution is imminent, “the workers' party must appear as organized as possible, as unanimous as possible, and as independent as possible”. (Karl Marx, “Address of the Central Authority to the League of
March 1850”). (8)
Here there seems to be a difference with today’s
use of language: while today we are inclined to
identify party and organization, Marx/ Engels
apparently have the idea that the “workers’ party”
first has to be organized “as far as possible”! At the
end of this speech, it is said that the German
workers themselves must do “the most” for their
final victory, namely
“that they clarify themselves about their class interests,
take up their independent party position as soon as possible, [and that they] do not, for any moment, let themselves be fooled away (…) from the independent organization of the proletarian party.” (Ibidem, p. 136)
The “communist party” or the “Communists’
League” obviously do not regard themselves as that
independent organization of the proletariat! Note
also the following passage:
“[Instead of once more lowering themselves into serving
the bourgeois democrats as an applauding choir,] the
workers, especially the League, must work to establish
an independent secret and public organization of the
workers’ party alongside the official Democrats, and to
turn each community (of the League, Willy Huhn)
into the center and nucleus of workers’ associations, in
which the position and interests of the proletariat are
discussed independently of bourgeois influences.” (Ibidem, p. 130).
The main task of the Communists’ League, alias
the “communist party”, thus seems to reside in promoting the emergence of an own and independent
class organization of the workers and to support
the constitution of an “organization of the workers’
party”. The word “workers’ party” seems to be almost identical with the term “workers’ movement”,
and the communists are trying to turn this proletarian movement into an independent organization
without bourgeois influences. Accordingly, after
the victory of the bourgeois-democratic revolution,
the workers should immediately create independent government organs of their class alongside
the official ones of the bourgeois:
8) Marx-Engels, “Ansprache der Zentralbehörde an den Bund
vom März 1850” (MEW Bd. 7, p 244 – 254).
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“Alongside the new official governments they must simultaneously constitute own revolutionary workers’
governments, be it in the form of community executive
committees, community councils, be it by workers’
clubs or workers’ committees (…) behind which the
whole mass of the workers stands.” (Ibidem, p.
131/132).
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Source: W. Huhn, Zur Lehre der revolutionären Partei; http://www.left-dis.nl/
Translation: Jac Johanson, May 23, 2019
MEW source references and proofreading: F.C., May 2019

To be continued

Here it is obvious that these factory committees,
community and worker’s councils are conceived as
independent class organs of the proletariat.

Bibliography
First published in WISO, Korrespondenz für Wirtschafts- und Sozialwissenschaften, Issue 15, September 1961,
Volume 6, in response to a contribution of the same name by Heinz-Otto Dracker in Issue 13, July 1961, Volume 6.
Both articles were subsequently republished by Karin Kramer Verlag, as part of the text collection “Anton Pannekoek
u.a.: Partei und Revolution”, Berlin 1970. The page references regarding Dracker refer to this edition, except for the
opening clause.
This text has been taken from the CD accompanying Jochen Gester’s “Auf der Suche nach Rosas Erbe. Der Deut sche Marxist Willy Huhn (1909-1970)” , Berlin, Die Buchmacherei, 2017. A presentation and a short review of this
biography are available at A Free Retriever's Digest ’s online blog: Willy Huhn, an unknown coun cil communist .
A German language transcription is available in pdf at Left-dis; Online language versions can be found in the ‘Willy
Huhn’ section of the Antonie Pannekoek Archives .
Quotation Reference
The quotations from Marx/Engels have been translated from the Marx-Engels Werke (MEW). They are referenced in
German in the footnotes and can be looked up in the searchable MEW facsimiles at the Antonie Pannekoek Archives
web site.

Postscript by the translator
The passage from Marx’ and Engels’ manuscript “Die deutsche Ideologie” (1845 – 1846) which has been
quoted from in an inverse sense in Huhn’s article (see footnote 4) reads as follows:
“For us, communism is not a state, (1) which should be established, an ideal according to which reality will have to
direct itself. We call communism the real movement that abolishes the present state. The conditions of this movement result from the actually existing precondition. By the way, the mass of pure workers – massive workers’ force
that is cut off from capital or from any narrow satisfaction – and thereby the no longer temporary loss of this work as
a secured source of life by competition presupposes the world market. The proletariat can thus only exist in a
world-historical way, just as communism, its action, can only be present at all as a world-historical existence; worldhistorical existence of the individuals, i.e. an existence of the individuals that is immediately tied up with world his tory. ” (‘The German Ideology’; Vol. I, Ch. 1. Feuerbach. Opposition of the materialist and the idealist view;
A) Ideology as such, namely the German, 1. History. Ibidem, p. 35, 36)
As Willy Huhn strikes us as a very keen reader of the works of Marx and Engels, we are inclined to the as sumption that the WISO editor may have misrepresented this passage. The latter appears to have been the
same Heinz-Otto Dracker whose Leninist party doctrine was criticized by Huhn’s article.

1) A “Zustand”, i.e. a condition.
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An Invitation to a Discussion
The international situation: the question of war
In view of the ongoing escalation of the conflict between the USA and Iran in the Gulf region, we publish the joint
statement by two internationalist groups, with a brief commentary, and a more exhaustive analysis centering on the an tagonism between Iran and the USA.

Contributions in this Issue:
•

Escalation of Imp erialist Tensions, Capitalism Means War!
Joint Statement by the ‘Gulf Coast Communist Fraction’ and ‘Internationalist Voice’ (page 23.)
A comment by the ‘Arbeidersstemmen’ blog (page 24.)

•

Iran and the USA on the Warpath?
D. Saadati on the escalation of the US-Iranian conflict (page 38.)

Readers are invited to send appreciations of the presented texts, questions and/or own contributions on the subject per
e-mail. Correspondence may be eligible for publication, provided the authors’ consent.
Interesting reading,
The editor.

Escalation of Imperialist Tensions,
Capitalism Means War!
Joint Statement by the ‘Gulf Coast Communist Fraction’ and ‘Internationalist Voice’

In recent months, we witnessed the rise of imperialist tensions between Iranian and American gangsters in the Persian Gulf region. On the one hand,
the USA announced that it has received clear evidence that Iran is preparing itself to attack US
forces in the Middle East. The USA have been sending out the USS Abraham Lincoln, at the same time
deploying several B-52 bombers (the most feared
bomber of history) in Qatar, sending new troops to
the area and… on the other hand we witnessed numerous attacks in the region. Attacks [with]
Katyusha [rockets] near the US embassy in the protected ‘green zone’ in Baghdad, a mortar attack on
the al-Balad Air Base, and American forces stationed
for training Iraqi forces; an attack [with] Katyusha
[rockets] in western Basra, which houses international oil companies. There has been sabotage on
four ships in Fujairah sea port, an attack on two
tankers in the Oman Sea, (1) and this list was completed by the shooting down of a super-advanced
US spy drone by Iran on June 20, 2019. ( 2)
Both Trump and the supreme leader of the Islamic
bourgeoisie have emphasized that no war will take
shape (notably with Trump’s decision to call off a
strike). However, the irrefutable fact is that war is
not the decision of the ignorant leaders, but the last
resort of capitalism for its crisis. The economic
boom of the 1950s and 1960s was the rebuilding of
World War II devastation. The metropolitan capital
first attempts to transfer the consequences of the
crisis to peripheral capitalism or to rivals, and in
the next step, it will resort to its last solution (war fare). Since conditions are not currently available
for the global war, wars take the form of regional
wars. All this is due to the fact that the working
class retreats as a global class of its class identity.

1) Recommended reading: The Attack on Two Oil Tankers
in the Gulf of Oman (FD, June 15, 2019, ICT website)
2) See for instance Al Jazeera, June 21, 2019: Iran accuses
US of 'provocation' as Trump downplays drone
downing.

Following the victory of democracy over state capitalism, the USA were no longer able to apply its
hegemony as it had during the Cold War. Therefore, it launched the wars in the Balkans,
Afghanistan, Iraq and so on, in order to preserve
its hegemony in the new world order and to
weaken its rivals. The USA’s withdrawal from the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
and the nuclear crisis in the Korean peninsula is
moving in this direction. The USA’s departure from
JCPOA is in keeping with its desire to preserve its
hegemony, which is further underlined as the USA
re-emphasize and remind their rivals, the European Union, China and Russia, of their hegemony.
The confrontation and warfare between large and
small gangsters is rooted in the upside-down capitalist system. In the era of capitalist decadence, the
era of imperialism, the era of crisis and war, the effect of this rivalry between gangsters is to weaken
each other. The bourgeoisie, through the fragmentation of our class and by encircling us with national borders, has persuaded us to line up behind
them under the headings of America first, Iran
first, France first, Russia first, China first, thus
enabling them to continue to rule us. Of greater
importance than a national identity is the fundamental property that is common across the globe, a
common property of capitalist barbarism, that is,
we belong to the working class and our property
is being exploited and the production of surplus
value is being extracted for capital accumulation.
We belong to the exploited camp, we are siblings,
whether we are in Tehran, in New York, in
Jerusalem or in London. Our enemy is the bourgeoisie at our home.
This is why we condemn leftists (the left wing of
capital) who cannot help but support national factions in imperialist conflicts under the guise of proletarian interests. We proletarian communists have
nothing in common with those of the leftist milieu
who participate in activist social events rallying in
support of the Iranian bourgeoisie in the name of a
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farcical “anti-imperialism”. There is no “anti-imperialist” underdog that can undermine the capitalist order in the epoch of imperialism as a world
system.
Only the intensification of the class struggle can
bring about an improvement in our living conditions and, by expanding the class struggle to other
countries, can challenge the capitalist system. Only
the advancement of the working class towards a
communist revolution aimed at pulling down the
miserable system of capitalism will deliver a world
without imperialist tensions and without its wars
around the world; a world free of nuclear weapons.
This would be a world without war, class and wage
slavery; a world that humanity deserves.
Down with the war!
Down with capitalism!

Long live the class struggle from Tehran to
Jerusalem, from London to New York!
Gulf Coast Communist Fraction & Internationalist Voice ,
22 June 2019

Internationalist Voice:
Homepage: http://www.internationalist.tk
E-mail: internationalist.voice@gmail.com
Gulf Coast Communist Fraction:
Blog: https://gulfcoastcommunistfraction.wordpress.com
E-mail:gulfcoastcommunistfraction@gmail.com

Source: Joint Statement With Internationalist Voice,
June 25, 2019
The text has been minimally adapted linguistically.
Footnotes and accentuation by the editor.

A comment by the ‘Arbeidersstemmen’ blog
It is significant for the ‘revolutionary milieu’ of groups invoking the Communist Left that they have pub lished little or nothing about the step towards global war that is now taking place in the Persian Gulf.
Hardly any articles, let alone common explanations, like those of both groups above. It is no coincidence
that it is precisely these theoretically and numerically weak groups that – perhaps exactly because they do
not dogmatically cling to old truths – are able to make a common statement that sets the proletarian inter nationalism of the world proletariat against the threat of a devastating large-scale war. The ‘Fraction’ has
previously responded to one of many [hectic] attempts by ‘Internationalist Voice’ to draw critical lessons
from the recent wave of labor struggles in the Middle East, particularly in Iran. This workers’ struggle in
the middle of an area rich in oil and gas, and therefore an imperialist hot-spot, showed a tendency to turn
against the war in a way that may not have corresponded to the orthodox canons of various left-wing com munist sects, but, in the confused way that is typical of any revolutionary mass struggle, sought the way to
an independent workers’ struggle against crisis and war.
Arbeidersstemmen/Arbeiterstimmen, June 25, 2019
Source: Persischer Golf: Eskalation der imperialistischen Spannungen, Kapitalismus bedeutet Krieg!

Editorial note
In the course of last spring, ‘Internationalist Voice’ has engaged in the conception of rather extensive critiques of
respectively the ICC, the ICT, The PCInt (‘Le Prolétaire’) and of the Gulf Coast Communist Fraction regarding
their respective appreciations of the upsurge of workers’ combativity in Iran, in particular in the course of 2018, cen tered around the strikes in the Ahvâz region (Haft Tappeh and INSIG). These ‘polemics’, as the comrades type them,
can be freely retrieved from the group’s website: http://internationalist.ueuo.com/en/english.htm . The
published replies we have found, the GCCF and by the ICC respectively, have been listed in our articles and news feed
selection on page 7.

Euthanasia, assisted suicide and austerity policies
‘Nuevo Curso’ apropos of a failure of ‘youth care’ in the Netherlands

The social significance of “assisted suicide” and euthanasia
The approval by the Dutch state of Noa Pothoven's
assisted suicide surprises and moves half of Europe today. But can we be surprised? What lies beneath the consideration of euthanasia and suicide
as an individual right?

Graph 1: Evolution of the number of assisted suicides in
the Netherlands (2008 - 2015)
The case of Noa Pothoven is far from unique. The
number of assisted suicides with state approval
in the Netherlands has multiplied by 2.4 since 2008
and continues to grow. In Spain, euthanasia is the
core of the “new freedoms” promised by the
“agenda of change”, the same agenda that's trying
to dynamite pensions with the “Austrian backpack”.
This is not new, it has been one of the first elements
of the parliamentary alliance between Podemos
and Sánchez in their first hundred days, a demonstration of “liberalism” and “social progressiveness”.
Or is it not?

What does it really mean to legalize assisted
suicide?
The Dutch case, where the state assists the depressed in their suicide, may seem extreme, but in
reality it is no different from the Spanish case. If we
look at the causes of suicides organized with state
blessing in Holland, we see that the vast majority
of them is authorized for chronic diseases, although mental problems and depressions are rising the most.

The problem is that both depression and chronic
illness are social facts. They do not occur in the ab stract. The “individual” does not suffer them alone,
but generally with his family. And he does so not
in an “ideal” society but here and now, in the context of the destruction and precariousness of public
health systems. More and more chronic or [potentially chronic] illnesses are excluded from Social
Security coverage. The prospect is that this will go
further.
Thus, in real life, euthanasia and “assisted suicide”
mean giving many older people the option to “stop
being a burden to their families”. What is glimpsed
behind the door of social democratic demagogy is
a real mass crime... as in Holland. Obviously, the
affluent bourgeois and petty bourgeois families
will not suffer with tears the grandfather's desire to
“not be a burden”, they will contract precarious and
miserably paid care at home or in specialized clinics to provide for a dignified and gratifying life to
their loved ones until the end.

Graph 2: Reasons for state-assisted suicide in the Netherlands, 2015.
What about depressives like Noa? For other victims
of a system and a state that routinely produce discrimination and violence, including all kinds of
child abuse and sexual violence, and that are by
their very nature incapable of offering the least
way to overcome it – let alone restore the victims –
the choice is made to give them the “right” to die
and thereby remove the “problem” of people they
only know how to see as “damaged” and “unproductive”.

26

A Free Retriever's Digest

In other words, opening the door to “voluntary”
death is as hypocritical as presenting prostitution
or surrogate motherhood as a personal decision or
an altruistic act. It is a measure of the degradation
of a capitalism incapable of offering true development and true freedoms. A system and a state oriented towards death and war, which are incapable
of generating liberating perspectives for Humanity,
and try to console us with apocalyptic fantasies...
which become a reality for many.
Nuevo Curso, June 5, 2019

Actualization of June 14:
After a couple of days in the news cycle, the media
“discovered” that [Noa] had not suffered assisted
suicide but that this had been rejected and she had
committed suicide herself. As the news does not
change the message and content of the article or its
topicality, we have only corrected some statistical
figures that have been scored by Dutch readers.
Source: El significado social del suicidio asistido
y la eutanasia, https://nuevocurso.org/elsignificado-social-del-suicidio-asistido-y-laeutanasia/
Translation: H.C., June 13. Corrected version: June 21.

A commentary by the editor
Hawking the rant of “state-sponsored
euthanasia” in the Netherlands
‘Nuevo Curso’s statement of June 5 ”The social significance of assisted suicide and euthanasia” initially
took the suicide by self-starvation and self-dehydration of a severely depressed and physically ill Dutch
youngster, at the age of 17, as a pretext to speak of
“assisted suicides with state approval in the Netherlands”
and “suicides organized with state blessings in Holland”.
In doing so, it has been echoing a short-lived but intense media-campaign about this case, waged notably
by bourgeois right-wing media in the English language area, who have fallaciously pretended that the
girl has been “legally euthanized” (read: ‘killed’) with
the help of a “euthanasia clinic” in the Netherlands.
This allegation was categorically contradicted by a
public statement by her family, (1) and by people
close to her (among which a Dutch parliamentarian
who had taken up contact). It has officially been denied by the Dutch minister of Health (2) and factually
even by the aforementioned end-of-life clinic. Likewise, the media campaign was partially exposed by,
for instance, Naomi O’Leary on June 5/6 at
Politico, (3) whereas The Guardian pointed out an
England based company “Central European News”,
notorious for spreading gore, as the source by excel1) Press statement family, June 2019
2) Euronews, June 6, 2019: Noa Pothoven: 'no question of
euthanasia' says health minister after teen dies at
home
3) Politico, June 5/6, 2019: The euthanasia that wasn’t

lence of this ‘state euthanasia’ rant. (4) This all to the
effect that several big media protagonists (from ‘Fox
News’ to ‘The Washington Post’ in the USA, from the
‘Daily Mail’ to ‘The Independent’ in the UK and from
‘RT/TV Novosti’ to ‘Euronews’) had to “rectify” the
fake news they had peddled.
The deceased youngster (5) had become publicly
known as the author of an autobiographic book (6)
about her fight against Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, anorexia and suicide wishes and attempts, as
long-term consequences of sexual abuse at a child’s
age and a rape in her early adolescence. She gave up
her long fight for an adequate treatment by the Dutch
health and “youth care” institutions and, after an official request for euthanasia had been turned down by
the clinic, choose to die among her next of kin.
Whereas ‘Nuevo Curso’ had been quick to publish its
statement, it took the comrades more than a week
and an argued notification by A Free Retriever's Digest before they corrected this disinformation in an
“actualization” on their blog. Unfortunately, this did
not admit having committed an error of judgment by
themselves, but attributed its flagrant mistake to the
“news cycle”.

4) The Guardian, June 5, 2019: Dutch girl was not
'legally euthanised' and died at home
5) Wikipedia: Noa Pothoven
6) Wikipedia: Winnen of Leren
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A missing explanation
As the statement suggests that “(state) assisted suicide and euthanasia” would be routinely practiced in
the Netherlands by way of a cynical reply of the bourgeoisie and its state to a degradation of the country’s
health service, to the extent of constituting “a real
mass crime” committed against the “damaged and unproductive” and the elderly in particular, we have
asked the comrades to provide us with a “conclusive
or plausible demonstration of this grave accusation (or diagnostic) regarding the situation in the Netherlands” that
we have found missing in their statement. (our e-mail
of June 15, 2019)
By return of post, instead of an explanation we received a rather stupefying rebuke: “The data, of course,
also point to a real massacre in Holland. Five thousand
people a year is not less [is not a few?; is not a trifle?,
H.C.], but we take note of your criticism and feelings, and
we will consider the idea that they decide to commit suicide
because they can no longer endure as much happiness as
national capital and the enlightened Dutch bourgeoisie
provide them.” (reply e-mail of June 15, 2019)
Apparently we were not entitled to our request. Instead of explaining the thesis they adhere to, the
comrades took their resort to substituting cynicism
(“we will consider the idea they decide to commit suicide
because they can no longer endure [the] happiness [that]
national capital and the enlightened Dutch bourgeoisie
provide them”) and dishonesty (“but we take note of
your critics and feelings, and...”) for argument.

“Confidential” sources
Having nevertheless been provided with the source
from which ‘Nuevo Curso’ has adopted the statistics
on “assisted suicides and euthanasia in the Netherlands”,
(7) we have been able to verify that this is no other
than the Dutch Regional Euthanasia Review Committees (RTE), the organs of the ‘Euthanasia Commission’ overseeing the medical practice in this regard, in a division of tasks and responsibilities with
the national health inspection and the public prosecutor’s office. (8)
It strikes us as something of a sinister joke that
‘Nuevo Curso’, who accuses the “enlightened Dutch
7) ‘El Confidencial’, 26/29 May 2016: “La eutanasia se
populariza en Holanda: los suicidios asistidos se
triplican en una década”
8) Euthanasiecommissie: Dutch Assisted Suicide &
Euthanasia Annual Reports in English, German, French
and Dutch.
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bourgeoisie” and its state of staging a domestic “mass
crime” under pretext of “euthanasia”, respectively of
an individual’s ultimate “choice” to end his or her life
(without developing an argument), is capable of simultaneously expressing its confidence in the statistics of a commission that it must consider as complicit in this alleged “massacre” (the comrades see “no
reason to doubt” their quality; reply e-mail of June 15,
2019).
But, perhaps, their confidence is in reality directed
more toward the journal ‘El Confidencial’ than to the
aforementioned Dutch review committees or the ‘euthanasia commission’? Apparently the statement uses
an article by the former as a discreet intermediary to
the latter, and had blindly echoed the gross exaggeration that “assisted suicides triple in a decade” (in the
Netherlands from 2008 to 2015) until we noticed the
discrepancy with the presented statistics (a growth
factor of 2.4 instead of 3). (9)

Editorial ineptness
The statement by ‘Nuevo Curso’ has evidently not
come forth under a lucky star. Some mistakes might
have been avoided, if more attention had been paid to
available press critiques of the rant and if some scrutiny of sources had been applied before publishing.
The subsequent refusal to assume responsibility for
the results of its indecent haste is more difficult to
comprehend. When a specific case, that was supposed to serve as a clear demonstration of a crime or
injustice that deserves to be denounced, turns out not
to be what it was taken for, the sensitive thing to do
would be to withdraw the statement as a whole, precisely in order not to compromise the underlying
“message (etc.)”.
But most of all we were struck by the fact that ‘Nuevo
Curso’ categorically regards “euthanasia” and “assisted suicide” simply as euphemisms for murder, apparently without any consideration of the suffering of
the terminally ill. Snarling in reply to a simple request for an explanation of this stated position (which
is precisely its “message and content”) will not convince anyone, but only cuts off an open exchange of
views, inhibiting a fraternal discussion for clarification.
9) Based on our research (see p. 29 ff.) we can add: From 2005
to 2015 “euthanasia and assisted suicides” in the Netherlands have increased together from 2.76% to 4.63% of the
annual mortality, according to official statistics. This accounts for a growth factor of 1.68, which is significantly less
than what ‘Nuevo Curso’ assumes (2.40).
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A necessary debate
We think that the delicate and difficult questions
posed by the discussed phenomena in the context of
a degradation of health services and social care, or a
lack of access to them due to the effects of austerity
policies, deserve a serious approach. One that should
be able to avoid being caught up in a false opposition
between competing bourgeois morals or “ethics”, like
for instance between bourgeois “liberalism” and
“conservatism”. A debate among those who adhere
to the cause of proletarian emancipation should also
take into account that certain moral dilemmas based
on the development of medical science and technology, demographic developments like increases in life

→ Continued from page 33.
It appears that the category covering ‘palliative sedation’ (II.2) reached a historic maximum of 35.2% in
2010 and has more or less maintained the attained
level since (-0.6% in 2015). The three ‘intentional’
categories, together, declined to a minimum in 2005
(10.8%), but have significantly grown since, tending
to regain the 1995 level of 19.2%. As the Graphs 2
and 3, and both diagrams show, among these “Withholding or withdrawing medical treatment with the explicit intention of hastening death” (II.4) clearly takes
the second place, followed by its variety of “taking

expectancy, (10) and changing patterns of need for
cure and care, will not somehow be automatically resolved after a proletarian revolution, but will have to
be taken up by the proletarians collectively under
qualitatively different conditions.
Contributions on these topics and the fundamental
questions they pose are rare within the milieu of the
communist Left(s). They are more than necessary, as
is the development of an open and honest, culture of
debate, instead of sectarian bickering.
Henry Cinnamon, June 22, 2019
10) On the topic of demographic trends, the article “250 years
of Capitalism” in this issue provides an interesting, research based, statistic of life expectancy in the UK.

into account the possible hastening of death” (II.1) – albeit it has declined since 2005. For the time being,
we find “Euthanasia” only in the fourth place of
medical end-of-life decisions.
Our first conclusion from this brief quantitative review is that a unilateral focus on “euthanasia and assisted suicide” overlooks the role and weight of
other, more important types and modalities of medical end-of-life decisions that seem part of a general
tendency towards a medicalization of decease.
H.C., July 12, 2019 (To be continued)

Graph 5.

With Special Interest
‘Deaths by medical end-of-life decisions’ in the Netherlands (1995 - 2015)
The following attempt at a clarification on the much addressed topic of “euthanasia and assisted suicide” – in which
the specter of an ongoing “mass crime” in the Netherlands is evoked – consists in presenting an elementary mortality
statistic by medical end-of-life decisions in that country over the period 1995 – 2015, according to published data of its
national statistics bureau CBS. (1) Four line-graphs have been constructed to illustrate the quantitative levels of deceases according to type and modality of medical proceedings and their development in time. In order to gain an un derstanding of their relative proportions, the data have subsequently been related to the mortality figure in each of five
reporting years. The results are presented in two diagrams, depicting their 1995 and 2015 ratio’s, which highlights the
most important changes in the medical accompanying of deceases over the encompassed twenty years. Finally, the
overall development is summarized in a fifth line-graph that permits to draw conclusions on a statistical basis.
1) Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek. English language publications are available: https://www.cbs.nl/engb/society/health-and-welfare

An official statistic of deaths by medical endof-life decisions

gory in terms of a percentage, which constitutes
their rates of change over the period as a whole.

The statistic starts with breaking down the annual
mortality numbers of five reporting years into two
main categories: I.) the number of deceases without
any medical end-of-life decision having been implied, and II.) the number of deceases having implied such decisions. We concentrate on this latter
super-category, containing three types of medical
proceedings: i) withholding or withdrawing medical
treatment, ii) intensifying measures to alleviate pain
or other symptoms, and iii) the application of drugs
with the explicit intention of hastening death.

The line-graphs

The first two of the latter types have the following
modalities: 1. “taking into account a possible hastening of death” – applying to both i) and ii) – and 2.
“partly intending the possible hastening of death” (ii),
respectively: “with the explicit intention of hastening
death” (i). The third category (iii), implying such an
“explicit intention” by definition, is broken down
into three subcategories: a) Euthanasia; b) Assisted
suicide; and c) Ending of life without an explicit request by the patient.
Table 1 lists the absolute numbers of deceases per
(sub-)category in each of the five reporting years of
which we have retrieved these data: 1995, 2001,
2005, 2010 and 2015. For reference the respective
average population sizes have been included.
Considering a period of twenty years, we have
added a column listing the differences between the
last and the first reporting year for each (sub-)cate-

The four line-graphs that follow visualize the evolution of each listed (sub-)category, including a
sum total for each graph.
Graph 1 shows the annual mortality and its
break-down into the two main categories of deceases “without” and “with” medical end-of-life
decisions. Graph 2 shows the evolution of the
five main categories of deceases by medical endof-life decision types in their absolute values. ( 2)
Graph 3 shows the evolution of the three categories that describe medical proceedings with an
intention of hastening or bringing about death (Table 1: II.3, II.4 and II.5). Graph 4 shows the breakdown of category II.5, finally quantifying what is
labeled as “euthanasia” and “assisted suicide” by the
CBS, along with the sub-category “ending of life
without an explicit request by the patient”. (3)
We note that all four line-graphs unfortunately
have the itch of situating the values for the year
2001 at the place of the year 2000 on the x-axis.
These data points should be moved to the right
over 1/5 of a grid interval, entailing changes of the
slope of the connected line segments.
2) For readability of the graph we have left out the values of
the data points on the red and green lines (cat. II.1 and II.3).
These can be found in Table 1.
3) Likewise, the values of the data points on the yellow line
(II.2) are left out of the graph. They also can be found in Table 1.
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Deaths by medical end-of-life decision, The Netherlands 1995 – 2015
according to medical proceedings (Absolute numbers)
Year →

Population

Average population size

Mortality

Total deaths ●

2005

2010

% difference 2015
– 1995

2015

15,424,122 15,987,075 16,305,526 16,574,989 16,900,726

+9.6%

140,377

136,402

136,058

147,134

+8.4%

78,689

79,354

78,391

57,331

61,607

-21.7%

●II. Total deaths with MEOL decisions

56,986

61,024

58,011

78,728

85,527

+50.1%

◾1. Withholding or withdrawing
medical treatment while taking
into account the possible hastening of death

9,404

10,610

11,056

10,713

7,437

-20.9%

◾2. Intensifying measures to alleviate pain or other symptoms while
taking into account the possible
hastening of death

21,589

25,793

32,229

47,957

50,911

+135.8%

◾3. Intensifying measures to alleviate pain or other symptoms while
partly intending the possible hastening of death

3,784

2,055

1,504

1,606

1,712

-54.8%

18,038

17,902

10,261

14,092

18,213

+1.0%

◾4. Withholding or withdrawing
medical treatment with the explicit intention of hastening
death
Application
of drugs
with the
explicit
intention
of hastening death

2001

135,675

Without
medical
end-of-life •I. Total deaths without MEOL dedecision
cisions
With medical end-oflife decision

1995

◾ 5. Total administering, supplying, or prescribing drugs with the
explicit intention of hastening
death, resulting in the patient’s
death

4,171

4,664

2,960

4,360

7,254

+73.9%

a) Euthanasia ●

3,020

3,444

2,297

3,859

6,672

+120.9%

b) Assisted Suicide ●

238

283

113

192

150

-37.0%

c) Ending of life without an explicit patient’s request ●

913

938

551

310

431

-52.8%

Source: CBS, StatLine - Overledenen naar medische beslissing rond levenseinde;
Data-sets: a) behandelaar,leeftijd; b) leeftijd, geslacht (Definitive figures of May 24, 2017).
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First observations and conclusions
We can make some first, general observations.
Graph 1: Following relatively small fluctuations
between 135,675 and 140,377 since 1995, annual
mortality (the total number of deceases in a year)
has increased markedly since 2010 to reach 147,134
in 2015, which represents an overall growth of 8.4%
over the whole period. (4)
Since 2005 the annual mortality without medical
end-of-life decisions has diminished from 78,391
to ultimately 61,607 in 2015. Simultaneously the
complementary category has risen from 58,011 to
85,527. Having reached a break-even point somewhere between 2005 and 2010, deceases with medical end-of-life decisions have become prevalent
since. Over the period as a whole, an inversion appears to have taken place by which the two categories have changed places.
Graph 2: Category II.2, the deceases following “intensifying measures to alleviate pain or other symptoms while taking into account the possible hastening
of death” (the yellow line), already was the largest
category in 1995 with a count of 21,589. It has incessantly grown in absolute numbers throughout
the whole period. In 2010 it had already more than
doubled. Notwithstanding that the rapidity of this
4) The average population size has increased from 15,424,122
in 1995 to 16,900,726 in 2015 (+9,6%). The average annual increase has been 73,830 in this period or +0.48% (of 1995)
per year.

growth subsequently slowed down, in 2015 the size
of this category attained 50,911, preserving it as the
largest single category of medical end-of-life decisions, at a growth of 136% over the preceding
twenty years.
The second largest category, the deceases as a consequence of “withholding or withdrawing medical
treatment with the explicit intention of hastening
death” (II.4, the purple line), has in 2015 eventually
regained its initial level of 1995, after having substantially diminished from 18,038 in that year to
10,261 in 2005. The line-graph suggests a continuing growth in absolute numbers beyond 2015.
The third and last category that shows a tendency
towards net growth over the period as a whole
describes the deceases induced by “administering,
supplying, or prescribing drugs with the explicit intention of hastening death” (II.5, the light blue line).
Starting at 4,171 in 1995, and following a substantial decrease to 2,960 in 2005, it has augmented
since, reaching 7,254 in 2015. As Graph 4 shows,
the fluctuations of this compound category are essentially due to those of its “euthanasia” component, the size of which has increased by about
120% since 1995. (5)
5) To all appearances “euthanasia” in this statistic refers to the
‘voluntary’ variant, carried out by a physician on condition
of a prior, certified will by the patient, which is legally admitted in the Netherlands under specific conditions; and
“assisted suicide” to its “do-it-yourself” variety. See for instance Wikipedia: “Euthanasia in the Netherlands”.

Graph 4.
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The relative distributions for 1995 and 2015
In order to determine the “relative weight” of each
category in the whole of medical end-of-life decisions for a given year, we have calculated their proportions relative to the respective annual mortality
figure (=100%).
The two circle diagrams below highlight the quantitatively most important changes that have taken
place over the period as a whole, by contrasting the
distributions of 2015 and 1995. (5)
The diagrams demonstrate the significant increase
of the relative proportion of deceases with medical
end-of life decisions at all, as opposed to deceases
without such decisions. In this context, they clearly
show that category II.2 has occupied by far the
largest part of this increase (the yellow surface areas). The latter in fact covers the medical practice of
palliative sedation, (6) and it alone accounts for al5) The increase of the annual mortality over this period as a
whole (+8.4%) is visualized by increasing the circle’s surface area for 2015 at the same proportion.
6) See for instance Wikipedia,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palliative_sedation
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most 35% of all deceases in 2015. This is statistically
consistent with a tendency of the relative size of all
other categories to diminish, except for the one comprising “euthanasia”, “assisted suicide” and “ending of life without patient’s request” (II.5). Albeit
this compound category has significantly grown in
the reported period, it still accounts for only up to
5% of the total mortality in 2015. The sum total of all
three categories describing a medical intention to end
lives, immediately or by hastening it, (II.3, II.4, II.5;
the upper left slices of the diagram, including “euthanasia” and “assisted suicide”) accounts for about
18,5% of total mortality in the last reporting year.
Finally, Graph 5 (analogous to Graph 2) permits to
examine the evolution of the main categories of
deceases by medical end-of-life decision types over
this period with more depth. To facilitate a global
overview, the three categories relating ‘intended
deaths’ have been substituted by their sum (the grey
line, as in Graph 3).

→ Continued on page 28.

Relative distribution of deaths with medical end-of-life decisions (1995 and 2015)

Diagram 1. Period: 1995 (Total deceases 135,675 = 100%)
• Total without MEOL decision
◾ Withholding or withdrawing medical treatment while taking into account the possible hastening of death
◾ Intensifying measures to alleviate pain or other symptoms while taking
into account the possible hastening of death

Diagram 2. Period: 2015 (Total deceases 147,134 = 100%)
◾ Intensifying measures to alleviate pain or other symptoms while partly
intending the possible hastening of death
◾ Withholding or withdrawing medical treatment with the explicit intention of hastening death
◾ Total administering, supplying, or prescribing drugs with the explicit
intention of hastening death, resulting in the patient’s death
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Iran and the USA on the Warpath?
→ Continued from page 38.
suspending sanctions and accepting the key role of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in the region, or as
Obama suggested to Saudi Arabia to “share the
neighbourhood” with Iran. (5) Despite the obvious
unhappiness of their regional allies, Saudi Arabia
and Israel, and their lobbyists, the JCPOA agreement was signed in cooperation with European
powers as well as Russia and China.
However, this policy was questioned by Trump in
the Presidential campaign, and when he took office. His first foreign trip was to participate in a
Riyadh summit, where leaders and representatives of 55 Arab and Muslim countries were in attendance. The final declaration, shambolic though
it was, nevertheless showed its strong anti-Iran intention. (6)
Trump’s basic but incoherent policy was exactly
the opposite of Obama’s, i.e. co-operation with
Russia and the isolation of Iran and Europe.
Nevertheless, his two years in office, and his notso-sober regional allies’ actions in pushing this
general policy, not only lacked effective tactics,
they were also stuck in strategic confusion. Mohamed bin Salman’s actions in connection with the
Yemen war, the taking of the Lebanese Prime Minister Hariri hostage, the blockade of Qatar, the
murder of the journalist Khashoggi and the hysterical and the ridiculous propaganda of Netanyahu
not only did not help to advance this policy but
only put Iran in a better position. Iran prevented
the widely-predicted fall of Bashar al-Assad in
Syria, and at the same time extended its military
presence to the Mediterranean coast.
Indeed all US threats and bluster against Iran have
only strengthened the hardliners in the regime.
With the failure to bring the Islamic Republic of
Iran to the negotiating table, Trump pulled the US
out of the JCPOA agreement last year. Since then
the policy of “maximum pressure” has been applied. All the sanctions that were suspended as
part of the nuclear agreement have been revoked as
the US attempts to choke off both investment and
the export of goods. Even though these actions
5) Reuters, March 10, 2016: Saudi Arabia, Iran must
shape 'cold peace,' Obama says.
6) Mideast Shuffl e, June 14, 2017: After Riyadh summit,
Sunni unity crumbles.

caused economic damage and put the Islamic Republic under great pressure, the manoeuvre has
not brought much joy for the Trump government
either. The 12 preconditions for negotiation of Secretary of State Pompeo have simply been rejected
and so in frustration the USA named the Revolutionary Guards as yet another terrorist organisation. At the same time Trump asked the Iranian
leadership to get in touch with him to talk – apparently his telephone number was passed to the
Swiss Embassy that looks after US interests in Iran.
No further communication has been reported, but
in the meantime, we have had the Fujairah incident
which was followed by further missile attacks by
Yemen’s Houthis on Saudi Arabia.
Whether this situation of neither war nor negotiation, or ‘a bit of war, a bit of truce’ is going to
last for a long time or will be temporary, one thing
is certain. Neither Trump nor Khamenei, despite
their desires and intentions, will ever be able to bypass the impasse that the present crisis is creating.
If not today then tomorrow, if not in the Middle
East, then elsewhere – but as the oil trade is central
to dollar hegemony it remains the tensest region on
the planet.

Economic Crisis
It is no accident that we can see a meltdown in cap italist cohesion everywhere. For 45 years, despite
the claims of its defenders, the world capitalist system has been in a spiral of economic decline. Only
state intervention has held the system together
through all that period, as the capitalists have tried
a succession of dodges to keep the system going.
From deficit financing (which only brought about
hyper-inflation) in the 1970s, to wholesale restructuring of basic industries (and the shipment of jobs
from the traditional centres of capitalism to the low
wage economies of its periphery) and then on to
globalisation and financialisation, the system has
shown an incredible capacity for survival. However
in 2007-8 the speculative bubble which resulted
from financialisation finally burst and the system
has been limping on for a decade without being
able to confront the massive debt engendered in
that speculative phase (one identified by Marx as
the last resort of a system before the next crash).
In fact, far from getting better, the capitalist system
is sicker than ever. Speculative activity abounds,
and whatever measure is used, global debt is
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massively higher than it was in 2008. The world’s
working class, the class which through its labour
creates the value on which the system is based, has
faced more and more austerity, wage cuts, and
worsening conditions of work generally. At the
other end of the scale, to those who have wealth,
more has been given. (7) Even some of the leading
capitalists are voicing concern about the unsustainable social consequences of this growing class divide.
The system, it would seem, has finally run into an
impasse from which it can only escape by devaluing capital. In the nineteenth century this was
achieved relatively painlessly by the collapse of
some firms whose capital was then bought up on
the cheap by rivals. However by the end of that
century the process had reached such a pitch of
concentration that states were forced to intervene
to prevent monopolies from choking the very system that had created them (see, for example,
Theodore Roosevelt’s anti-trust laws). Alongside
this competition between states each defending
their national capital intensified – we had entered
the epoch of imperialism, the epoch of “the parasitism and decay of capitalism” (Lenin). And in the
imperialist epoch devaluation requires an altogether more drastic solution which is the destruction of actual capital values in wide ranging wars
like that of World War One and World War Two.
Since 1945 we have had many wars, mainly of the
“proxy” variety, where local powers act on behalf
of one or other of the major imperialisms. These
have no doubt helped to stimulate the capitalist
economy though partial destruction and reconstruction, and there is no doubt they have created
vast profits for arms manufacturers (even if they
create no value for the overall system). But they
have never achieved the kind of devaluation which
would allow the system to go back to the period
1945-70 when we had the longest boom in capitalist
history – a boom predicated on the massive devaluation of the bloodiest war in history.
Indeed so bloody was it that it has affected the consciousness of our ruling classes. The bourgeoisie in
all countries knows the dangers of war. They
would only embark on one with the intention to
7) In the year to March 2017 82% of the new wealth created
went to the top 1% of the population whilst half the world
(3.7 billion people) saw almost nothing of this wealth
(which they played a great part in producing).
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devalue their rivals’ capital whilst leaving their
own untouched (this was the happy circumstance
of the USA in both World Wars where its rival capitals were destroyed and it benefited from the
global devaluation of capital). And recent adventures have not served the Great Powers well from
Vietnam and the USSR’s invasion of Afghanistan in
the seventies to the disastrous US invasion of Iraq
in 2003. This does not though do away with the imperialist imperative, and this is becoming more
acute the longer the crisis continues. As we wrote
in our article, The Comintern Then and Now:
“The horrific consequences of imperialism cannot be
willed away. As capitalism drags humanity closer and
closer to destruction the warning in the Communist
Manifesto becomes more and more valid. The motor
force of history since the most primitive times has been
the struggle between classes. The prognosis is stark,
struggles between classes, such as that between the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat end "either in a revolutionary reconstitution of society at large, or in the common ruin of the contending classes.” (8)

Iranian Imperialism’s Successes?
The Islamic Republic of Iran has been showing off
its imperialist achievements. Bashar al-Assad's
meeting with Khamenei in Tehran, as well as Rouhani’s official three days visit to Iraq both got spectacular coverage in the media. During the Iraq visit
deals worth billions of dollars were signed. Iran is
trying to consolidate its gains, in particular in
Syria, and impose itself as a regional power that is
recognised as such in the imperialist order.
A newspaper, close to supreme leader Khamenei,
ran a headline derisively comparing Rouhani’s
well-publicised visit to Iraq with Trump’s secret
night sortie which only lasted for a couple of
hours. These advances for Iranian imperialism
came largely as the result of the USA’s disastrous
attack on Iraq and the stupidity of their opponents
rather than the regime’s performance. They are a
real boost for the Islamic Republic of Iran, but the
continuation of this baneful regime, for millions of
Iranian workers and toilers, means only more attacks on their livelihoods, and has brought no benefit to them. Rather it has only boosted the police
state as it carried out its suppression of the class
struggle. All thanks to warmongering propaganda
of the likes of John Bolton and Benjamin Netan8) https://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2019-0228/founding-of-the-comintern-then-and-now
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yahu. In spite of nonsensical claims by the regime
that the sanctions have not had much effect, the
plight of the masses and toilers, and especially of
the working class, has brought the internal situation to an explosive point.
These miserable conditions are accompanied by an
unprecedented level of corruption that most of the
officials of the country more or less acknowledge
but in the report of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic, called “The Second Step of the Revolution”, this is either denied or considered as
negligible.
"The proportion of corruption among the agents of the
Islamic Republic of Iran is much lower than in many
other countries, and especially with the previous regime
of Shah that was full of corrupted people. And most of
the time, thanks to god, the officials in Islamic Republic
kept themselves clean, but even that which does exist is
unacceptable." (9)
Or they carry on with the same old trick, which we
have discussed in detail in our previous articles, of
blaming the enemy as the source of misery. ( 10)

Intensification of Class Struggle
Despite ramping up the viciousness of the police
state, the regime has not put a stop to the strikes
and demonstrations of the workers. The actions of
the Haft Tapeh sugar plant workers, with their
magnificent strikes and demonstrations, and splendid speeches, attracted the attention of the general
public and the media. Despite focusing on it and
watching it closely, the regime could not prevent
the protests or silence them. After re-arresting Ismail Bakhshi, Sepideh Ghaliyan and a few others, for
revealing they had been tortured, the regime
broadcast a so-called documentary called “Burned
Design” on national television, desperately trying
to make a link between the detainees and foreign
elements. Only a few days after this malicious TV
broadcast, the regime got egg on its face. A crowd
of retired education and civil servant protesters
gathered in front of the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare on the morning of Tuesday 2 February,
shouting the slogan “Torture! Documentaries! They
no Longer Have Any Effect!” (11)
9) dw.com (Farsi)
10) https://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-0510/iran-class-war-against-imperialist-pretensions .
11) This slogan had a similar rhyme to an old popular slogan
from 1979 revolution; “Cannons, Tanks, Machine Guns, No

Capitalism will do anything in order to undermine
the fundamental idea of May Day, like in the UK
where it has been shifted from the 1 st of May to a
Monday bank holiday in order to make it just another holiday, or in Japan by extending the number
of days off and calling it the “Golden Week” to
achieve the same thing. Now Iran is following suit,
calling it “Workers’ Week”. In state managed gatherings of the workers at the Workers Week ceremony,
Rouhani had the nerve to call on workers to increase non-oil exports, including agricultural
products to counter the US sanctions, despite the
fact that the crop production in 28 provinces of
Iran have been damaged by the recent floods and
many farm workers still live in tents. ( 12)
Despite all these and the arrest just a few days before May Day of ten worker activists who were
gathered in a park in order to organise an independent May Day gathering in Tehran on Friday,
independent May Day celebrations still took place
in many cities and provinces. ( 13)
And more importantly, once again, Haft Tapeh
workers, to everyone's amazement and surprise,
began protests in the sugar plant on 18 May ,
this time the protest started against the newly
established official Haft Tapeh Islamic Shoura
(council). They went on strike, which resulted in
the arrest of dozens of workers. It should be noted
that Ismail Bakhshi, Sepideh Ghaliyan, Ali Nejati, and many more are still in prison. (14)
During the last year, hundreds of strikes and workers gatherings have taken place in protest at nonpayment of wages and arrears, lay-offs, and privatisation. Labour activists and protesting workers,
teachers, truck drivers, employees and workers of
the municipalities, have participated in these
strikes and campaigns every day and every week,
despite the threats and intimidation and criminal
proceedings against them under charges such as
“action against national security" and “agitation
against the State".

The Reformist Opposition
The story of the opposition is, as we have repeatedly said, a pathetic one. For years they cried
out for reforms, but not the slightest reform was
Longer Have Any Effect!”
12) dw.com (Farsi)
13) Ilna.ir (‘Iran’s Labour News Agency’; Farsi)
14) bbc.com (Farsi)
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achieved in over two decades. Things in fact got
worse. They encouraged people to vote a number
of times, each time with a new trick. Once they
thought foolishly, that pushing a wedge between
Khamenei and Rafsanjani would benefit people.
Another time, participating in the elections was
considered as paving of the way to establish democratic institutions, and also was seen as useful tool
for practising democracy! When the leader of the
reformist movement, Khatami was ousted from
the circle of state power and the other two Green
Movement leaders, Mousavi and Karobi were put
under the house arrest, they turned to vote for a
cleric with a security background, Rouhani. Their
aims were: 1. lifting the house arrest of Green
Movement leaders; 2. making a deal with the west
to avoid the war. There has been no progress on the
first one. And for the second one, well in spite of
all the fuss and street carnivals celebrating the nuclear agreement, and praising the foreign minister
as a champion of diplomacy, in real life, as far as
the working class is considered, absolutely nothing
was achieved, except the currency lost its value
several times over and shadow of war still haunts
the country, perhaps more than before.
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considered the real activity whilst anything else
was passivity, now that all election promises are up
in the air, they bleat it is because that hard-liners
did not let it happen! Perhaps the Iranian poet,
Ahmad Shamlou’s motto is the best description for
these characters:
It's hard to get someone to understand something when
they get paid for their incomprehension.

Fellow Workers
The memory of Iran-Iraq war must be still vivid in
our minds. What a miserable and terrible time that
we had. Hundreds of thousands were killed and
disabled, many lives were ruined, prices were
skyrocketing, coupons for shopping... having
suffered so much, what did we get at the end? Was
it a victory for us? Did we win the war? No we
didn't, nor did the Iraqi workers, the victors of that
war, were both the Iranian and the Iraqi ruling
classes. They are still benefiting from that war. The
heroes of that war are the commanders of the Revolutionary Guard whose corruption is known to
everyone today.

They do not want to see their own reactionary role
in promoting elections as the only way forward.

It was the scourge of this army of capital that hit
the gold miners of “Agh Darreh” in December
2014, just for demanding wage arrears to be paid.
The present Revolutionary Guards, who today
dominate the Iranian economy, established their
economic base and corrupt practices at the very
same time that they were “defending the country”.
“Defending the country” has always been a cover for
this or that governing body in this or that land, to
justify exploitation. War has always been an excuse
to extract more work with greater repression. We
have not forgotten how during the war between
Iran and Iraq, just how easily any protest was put
down with bullets and executions. We have only
one way against their belligerence, and that is the
escalation of the class struggle. The spark has been
made by workers of Haft Tapeh, the proposed soviet-style collective fight is to intensify the class
struggle.

At the time of the election, when it was argued that
the real power does not lie in elections and parliament, but elsewhere, they dismissed it as a conspiracy theory and participation in the elections was

Workers have no country. Against their multi-national army forces, whether of the Saudis, Sudanese, Egyptians, Emiraties, in Yemen or the Iranians, Afghans, Pakistanis, in Syria,

15) The Guardian, May 5, 2017: Revolutionary guards
tried to sabotage Iran's nuclear deal, says
President.

Long live working class internationalism!

When communists argued that peace and prosperity in the capitalist system were impossible, and
war, hunger, unemployment are the part and parcel
of imperialist capitalism, it was dismissed as an unreal, Utopian idea, and now, to our astonishment,
the opposition is blaming the hard-liners for sabotage of the JCPOA agreement, mostly because of Revolutionary Guard’s missile tests. ( 15) This is a false
argument since, first of all, the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), on numerous occasions has confirmed that the Iranian government
has met all its nuclear deal obligations fully. And
second, the same argument was used for Khatami,
that hard-liners did not let him to carry out his reforms, now they repeating again the same excuse.

Damoon Saadati, May 30, 2019

Iran and the USA on the Warpath?
D. Saadati on the escalation of the US-Iranian conflict

When the leaders speak of peace
The common folk know
That war is coming
When the leaders curse war
The mobilisation order is already written out.
Bertolt Brecht in ‘German War Primer’ (1937)

When does a war of words become the words of war? It’s
always difficult to say, but if Brecht is right we should be
very worried right now. Over the last few months the
tension that has been building up between Iran and the
US since the US pulled out of the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) nuclear accord last year has
erupted into the open.

In February not only did the Iranians launch the
new Hoveizeh cruise missile with a range of 1350
kilometers but a few days later US bombers killed
200 Russian “advisors” working on a bridge to
transport Iranian Revolutionary Guards, and their
allies across the Euphrates in Syria. This month the
situation worsened with the USA sending both the
aircraft carrier strike group “Abraham Lincoln” to
the Gulf and units of Marines from Jordan to
three US bases in Iraq. At the same time two ships
were attacked in the port of Fujairah. The United
Arab Emirates have just constructed a pipeline to
this port which is on the Indian Ocean so that its
tankers would not have to pass through the Straits
of Hormuz which Iran has threatened to close in
the event of a further escalation of sanctions
against its oil. The Iranian state has denied responsibility but it seems clear that this was the
work of a marine unit of their Revolutionary
Guards.
These events were accompanied by bellicose rhetoric but both sides then insisted there will be no
war. Ali Khamenei, Supreme leader of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, at the meeting with State officials
on 24th May 2019, said:
"No war is going to be waged. By Allah’s favour, no
war will be waged. We are not after a war, nor is it to

their advantage to pursue a war. They know that it is
not to their advantage." (1)
Officials in the United States have also repeatedly
said that sending their aircraft carriers to the region is just to deter the war.
"Top officials in the Trump administration were dispatched to Capitol Hill on Tuesday to brief lawmakers
about escalating tensions with Iran, saying afterward
they are focused on trying to deter attacks and avoid
war." (2)
Neither are of course, to be trusted. According to
the Washington Post:
"In the 466 days since he took the oath of office, President Trump has made 3,001 false or misleading claims,
according to The Fact Checker’s database that analyzes,
categorizes and tracks every suspect statement uttered
by the president." (3)
Khamenei’s credibility is no better. After striking
workers were tortured he came out with this:"Anyone who claims that he has been subject to pressure for
criticising the government, is lying." (4)
Apparently telling a lie for these theocrats is a tactical necessity and you might even be rewarded for
it in the next life!

War, the Continuation of Politics
However, as Lenin frequently states, parties and
people cannot be judged on their own words, but
by their actions. Here the key actor is the USA.
Under Obama US policy toward the Islamic Republic was to reach an agreement that could restrain
the Islamic Republic’s nuclear ambitions by lifting/
→ Continued on page 34.
1) http://english.khamenei.ir/news/6715/There-will-beno-negotiations-and-no-war
2) Fox News, May 21, 2019: Trump team briefs Congress
about Iranian threat: 'This is about deterrence,
not about war'.
3) The Washington Post, May 1, 2019: President Trump
has made 3,100 false or misleading claims so-far.
4) dw.com (Farsi)

