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2 A Free Retriever's Digest

From the Editor

Thursday, May 31, 2018

L.S.

The main topic of this issue continues analyzing the increasingly chaotic and unstable international situa-
tion, and takes up concerns voiced on the danger of a generalization of imperialist war and chaos. In An In-
vitation to a Discussion we present three recent statements and a reminder by Anton Pannekoek from 
1915 on the workers’ struggle in times of world war: “Action against War”.

Special attention is paid to the revival of ‘Controverses’, the organ of the “Forum for an internation-
alist communist Left” that has reappeared after a long period of absence. We have included the presenta-
tion of its new edition in an English translation, and are looking forward to learn more about the pursuit of 
this project.

As a supplement to this issue we have published a two-part article that introduces the major political–theo-
retical work of  G.I.C., and attempts to clarify the main misunderstandings that still mark its reception: 
“The G.I.C. and the Economy of the Transition Period.” It can be read on the AFRD blog and is 
freely available for download in pdf there as well. The articles’ summary can be read on page 20.

Last but not least you find an article about the impact of imperialism on one of the poorest countries of the 
African continent, Congo: “The Horror, the Horror of World Imperialism ,” written by the ‘Klasbat-
alo Collective’.

The AFRD blog has been up and running since the release of the former issue and has drawn the attention 
of new readers. We intend to regularly update it with articles and contributions of interest independently 
from the regular ‘Digest’ releases.

Looking forward to receiving your feedback and contributions,

Internationalist regards,

Henry Cinnamon

A Free Retriever's Digest aims at presenting publications that are relevant for discussions within the internationalist 
milieu in general, and among the groups and circles who claim adherence to the international communist left(s) in particular. It 
intends to provide comments and a space for discussion.

Readers are invited to send in notifications of publications by e-mail, abstracts and reviews of relevant books, articles or texts,  
and presentations at discussion meetings. Contributions should be written in English and may not exceed 3,000 words. Included 
bibliographical references and internet links should be exact.

Articles and contributions express the views of their authors. Publication is at the discretion of the editor. They may be freely  
adopted if correctly quoted with source reference. A notification thereof is highly appreciated. 

 Web blog: https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com. e-mail address: mailto:afreeretriever@gmail.com. 

mailto:afreeretriever@gmail.com
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/
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Selected Articles & News Feeds
March 19 – May 20, 2018 (week no.’s 12 – 20)

Inter-imperialist conflicts and proletarian Internationalism (1)
Near and Middle East; The new stage in the war in Syria: apropos of Afrin and Ghouta

1 Title: ROJAVA and CAPITALISM – Report of a meeting organized by internationalist 
comrades from Kurdistan 

Published on: May, 2016
Author(s): Internationalists from Kurdistan
Web link: http://www.en.proletariosinternacionalistas.org/wp-

content/uploads/2013/12/RojavaandCapitalism.pdf
Subject: Proletarian Internationalism
Genre: Discussion Report
Length (words): 4,027
Remarks: With an introduction by Proletarian Internationalists (Jan. 2017). In English, 

Spanish, French

2 Title: On Internationalism and National Liberation in Syria: Should Afrin Be De-
fended?

Published on: March 28, 2018
Author(s): Ali Kiani, Javier Sethness (CPRSJ)
Web link: https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/on-internationalism-and-national-liberation-

in-syria-should-afrin-be-defended/
Subject: Two defenses of “solidarity with Afrin” adopted
Genre: Polemic articles (adoption) in reply to Fredo Corvo on libcom. 
Length (words): 3,103
Remarks: Sources: 1. Ali Kiani,In Defense of Freedom and Humanity in Afrin!; 2. Javier 

Sethness, Internationalists for Afrin and Ghouta. No replies on either address.

3 Title: Imperial Theatrics in Syria: Where Is Justice for Syrians?
Published on: April 15, 2018
Author(s): Javier Sethness, for the Coalition for Peace, Revolution, and Social Justice 

(CPRSJ)
Web link: https://cprsj.wordpress.com/2018/04/15/imperial-theatrics-in-syria-where-is-

justice-for-syrians/
Subject: US military strike of April 14 in Syria 
Genre: CPRSJ statement
Length (words): 1,270
Remarks: Article adopted by IHMO.

4 Title: Syria: The Real Significance of the US Bombardment
Published on: April 16, 2018
Author(s): FD (Battaglia Comunista)
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-04-16/syria-the-real-significance-of-the-

us-bombardment
Subject: US military strike of April 14 in Syria 
Genre: Personal article
Length (words): 1,601
Remarks: Translated from Italian by the CWO. Adopted on the AFRD blog.

5 Title: Proletarian internationalism and the war in Syria
Published on: April 17, 2018
Author(s): FREDO CORVO
Web link: https://libcom.org/blog/proletarian-internationalism-war-syria-17042018
Subject: Proletarian Internationalism
Genre: In reply to the aforementioned polemics (see record nr.2) – Blog article

https://libcom.org/blog/defense-afrin-proletarian-internationalism-05032018
https://libcom.org/blog/proletarian-internationalism-war-syria-17042018
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/04/21/syria-us-bombardment/
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-04-16/syria-the-real-significance-of-the-us-bombardment
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-04-16/syria-the-real-significance-of-the-us-bombardment
https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/imperial-theatrics-in-syria-where-is-justice-for-syrians/
https://cprsj.wordpress.com/2018/04/15/imperial-theatrics-in-syria-where-is-justice-for-syrians/
https://cprsj.wordpress.com/2018/04/15/imperial-theatrics-in-syria-where-is-justice-for-syrians/
https://cprsj.wordpress.com/2018/03/28/internationalists-for-afrin-and-ghouta/
https://cprsj.wordpress.com/2018/03/28/in-defense-of-freedom-and-humanity-in-afrin/
https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/on-internationalism-and-national-liberation-in-syria-should-afrin-be-defended/
https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/on-internationalism-and-national-liberation-in-syria-should-afrin-be-defended/
http://www.en.proletariosinternacionalistas.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/RojavaandCapitalism.pdf
http://www.en.proletariosinternacionalistas.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/RojavaandCapitalism.pdf
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Length (words): 3,050
Remarks: Anti-critique in reply to 2 articles published by CPRSJ and IHMO on March 28, 2018 

(by Ali Kiani resp. Javier Sethness, see above). No blog replies

6 Title: Syria: No War But The Class War!
Published on: April 18, 2018
Author(s): Anarchist Communist Group
Web link: https://www.anarchistcommunism.org/2018/04/18/no-war-but-the-class-war-war/
Subject: US military strike of April 14 in Syria 
Genre: Statement by group
Length (words): 1,047
Remarks: Republished at libcom.org 

7 Title: Airstrikes On Syria! Third World War? Show Or Reality? No War But The Class 
War!

Published on: April 18, 2018
Author(s): Communist Group ‘Class War’/ ‘Tridni Valka’
Web link: https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/class-war-07-2018-airstrikes-on-syria-third-

world-war-show-or-reality-no-war-but-the-class-war/
Subject: US military strike of April 14 in Syria and the need for revolutionary defeatism
Genre: Statement by group
Length (words): 4,458
Remarks: ‘Class War’ 07/2018; pdf-version available; published on libcom.org first. Resumes 

2013/2014 discussions and statements by the group

Inter-imperialist conflicts and proletarian Internationalism (2)
The renunciation by the USA of the agreement to prohibit nuclear weapons to Iran

1 Title: Communiqué on the American withdrawal from the Iranian nuclear agreement: A 
step in the march towards generalized imperialist war (10 May 2018).

Published on: May 10, 2018
Author(s): ICGL
Web link: http://igcl.org/Communique-on-the-American
Subject: Iranian nuclear agreement renounced by the Trump administration
Genre: Communiqué
Length (words): 618
Remarks: Adopted on the AFRD blog. Can also be read on page 17. 

2 Title: Iran: Class War against Imperialist Pretensions
Published on: May 10, 2018
Author(s): Damoon Saadati
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-05-10/iran-class-war-against-imperialist-

pretensions
Subject: Workers’ struggles in Iran
Genre: Personal article
Length (words): 3,410
Remarks: With an introduction by the CWO, announcing a “comment by the ICT on the wider 

consequences of this unilateral action by the United States” of “pulling out of 
the JCPOA” with Iran)

3 Title: Middle East: capitalism is a growing threat to humanity
Published on: May 16, 2018
Author(s): Amos
Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201805/15136/middle-east-capitalism-

growing-threat-humanity
Subject: Iranian nuclear agreement renounced by the Trump administration
Genre: Article
Length (words): 3,547
Remarks:

http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201805/15136/middle-east-capitalism-growing-threat-humanity
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201805/15136/middle-east-capitalism-growing-threat-humanity
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-05-10/iran-class-war-against-imperialist-pretensions
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-05-10/iran-class-war-against-imperialist-pretensions
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/05/17/two-statements-on-the-american-withdrawal/
http://igcl.org/Communique-on-the-American
https://libcom.org/news/class-war-072018-airstrikes-syria-third-world-war-show-or-reality-no-war-class-war-18042018
https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/class-war-07-2018-airstrikes-on-syria-third-world-war-show-or-reality-no-war-but-the-class-war/
https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/class-war-07-2018-airstrikes-on-syria-third-world-war-show-or-reality-no-war-but-the-class-war/
https://libcom.org/news/no-war-class-war-18042018
https://www.anarchistcommunism.org/2018/04/18/no-war-but-the-class-war-war/
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4 Title: ¿ESTÁ EMERGIENDO UN BLOQUE ANTI-EEUU ALREDEDOR DE ALEMANIA? Spanish
Published on: May 17, 2018
Author(s): NC
Web link: https://nuevocurso.org/esta-emergiendo-un-bloque-anti-eeuu-alrededor-de-alemania/
Subject: What are the prospects for Germany – and Europe - in an anti-US alliance?
Genre: Article
Length (words): 1,438
Remarks: An English translation can be found on page 15. The article takes up a foremost 

concern on the formation of imperialist alliances

5 Title: Trump and Netanyahu Seek Imperial Realignment of Middle East via Brute 
Force, Massacring Palestinians and Threatening War on Iran

Published on: May 21, 2018
Author(s): Kevin B. Anderson
Web link: https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/trump-and-netanyahu-seek-imperial-

realignment-of-middle-east-via-brute-force-massacring-palestinians-and-
threatening-war-on-iran/

Subject: “Links termination of Iran nuclear agreement to May 14 massacre in Palestine and 
threat of war in the region.”

Genre: Background article
Length (words): 2,491
Remarks: First appeared in New Politics Online (May 21). Proletarian internationalism or 

support for “peoples”?

Workers’ Struggles in the USA and Europe
Teachers’ Strikes in the USA; Aviation and Public sector strikes in France (SNCF)

1 Title: To the Teachers of West Virginia
Published on: March 20, 2018
Author(s): Anti-Capital
Web link: https://anticapital0.wordpress.com/to-the-teachers-of-west-virginia/
Subject: On the significance of workers’ strikes in “Trumpland”
Genre: Blog / An open letter to the striking teachers in West Virginia
Length (words): 1,175
Remarks: republished by Insurgent Notes on April 3, 2018

2 Title: Mass wildcat strike by Kentucky teachers
Published on: March 30, 2018
Author(s): Libcom editors
Web link: https://libcom.org/news/mass-wildcat-strike-kentucky-teachers-30032018
Subject: Strikes in the education sector in English speaking countries
Genre: News feed
Length (words): 687
Remarks: USA, UK, Kenya, Zimbabwe

3 Title: Newcastle Public Meeting: Education Strikes from West Virginia and Kenya to 
the UK

UK-USA-Kenya

Published on: March 31, 2018
Author(s): CWO
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-04-01/newcastle-public-meeting-education-

strikes-from-west-virginia-and-kenya-to-the
Subject: Public debate on workers’ struggles in the education sector internationally
Genre: Article by organization
Length (words): 2,757
Remarks:

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-04-01/newcastle-public-meeting-education-strikes-from-west-virginia-and-kenya-to-the
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-04-01/newcastle-public-meeting-education-strikes-from-west-virginia-and-kenya-to-the
https://libcom.org/news/mass-wildcat-strike-kentucky-teachers-30032018
http://insurgentnotes.com/2018/04/to-the-teachers-of-west-virginia/
https://anticapital0.wordpress.com/to-the-teachers-of-west-virginia/
http://newpol.org/content/imperial-realignment-middle-east
https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/trump-and-netanyahu-seek-imperial-realignment-of-middle-east-via-brute-force-massacring-palestinians-and-threatening-war-on-iran/
https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/trump-and-netanyahu-seek-imperial-realignment-of-middle-east-via-brute-force-massacring-palestinians-and-threatening-war-on-iran/
https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/trump-and-netanyahu-seek-imperial-realignment-of-middle-east-via-brute-force-massacring-palestinians-and-threatening-war-on-iran/
https://nuevocurso.org/esta-emergiendo-un-bloque-anti-eeuu-alrededor-de-alemania/
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4 Title: What Lessons Does the WV Teacher Strike Have for Labor’s Future? 
Published on: April 4, 2018
Author(s): Ken Fones-Wolf
Web link: https://brooklynrail.org/2018/04/field-notes/What-Lessons-Does-the-WV-Teacher-

Strike-Have-for-Labors-Future
Subject: What lessons to draw from the West Virginia Teachers’ strike?
Genre: Personal article
Length (words): 1,629
Remarks: PEIA - Soaring health insurance premiums serve as a strike detonator

5 Title: West Virginia teachers’ strike: mobilizations in the education sector show 
the proletariat is not defeated

Published on: April 12, 2018
Author(s): Henk, “a close ICC sympathizer in the USA” (April 3, 2018)
Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201804/15121/west-virginia-teachers-

strike-mobilizations-education-sector-show-proletariat
Subject: An attempt to situate the strike and draw lessons 
Genre: Extensive report and analysis
Length (words): 6,098
Remarks: Contrasting the Wisconsin strike of 2011 and the current “March for Life” movement

6 Title: France: rail rolling strikes and go-slows - Union maneuvers are aimed at di-
viding us!

Published on: April 24, 2018
Author(s): RI/ICC, 19-04-2018, Translated from French
Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201804/15124/france-rail-rolling-strikes-

and-go-slows-union-manoeuvres-are-aimed-dividing-
Subject: The trades union strikes in France against the workers 
Genre: Leaflet
Length (words): 1,682
Remarks: References to autonomous struggles

7 Title: Le gouvernement multiplie les attaques – Pour riposter la seule solution est 
la lutte générale de classe anticapitaliste!

Published on: April 29, 2018
Author(s): PCInt
Web link: http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/180429_attaques-capitalistes.htm
Subject: Appeal for an independent struggle on class terrain against ‘social collabora-

tionism’
Genre: Leaflet
Length (words): 2,124
Remarks:

8 Title: Why teachers strike
Published on: May 1, 2018
Author(s): S. van Gelder / N&LC
Web link: https://newsandletters.org/why-teachers-strike/
Subject: Students and teachers find common cause against corporate raids on teachers’ pay 

and public school resources.
Genre: News feed
Length (words): 789
Remarks: From the May-June 2018 issue of News & Letters

9 Title: Qué aprender de la huelga de Air France Spanish
Published on: May 7, 2018
Author(s): Nuevo Curso
Web link: https://nuevocurso.org/que-aprender-de-la-huelga-de-air-france/
Subject: The social question needs to be posed in a general way 
Genre: Commentary 
Length (words): 1,491
Remarks: “What to learn from the strike at Air France”

https://nuevocurso.org/que-aprender-de-la-huelga-de-air-france/
https://newsandletters.org/why-teachers-strike/
http://pcint.org/01_Positions/01_01_fr/180429_attaques-capitalistes.htm
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201804/15124/france-rail-rolling-strikes-and-go-slows-union-manoeuvres-are-aimed-dividing-
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201804/15124/france-rail-rolling-strikes-and-go-slows-union-manoeuvres-are-aimed-dividing-
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201804/15121/west-virginia-teachers-strike-mobilizations-education-sector-show-proletariat
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201804/15121/west-virginia-teachers-strike-mobilizations-education-sector-show-proletariat
https://brooklynrail.org/2018/04/field-notes/What-Lessons-Does-the-WV-Teacher-Strike-Have-for-Labors-Future
https://brooklynrail.org/2018/04/field-notes/What-Lessons-Does-the-WV-Teacher-Strike-Have-for-Labors-Future
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10 Title: Mass Action in the Air
Published on: May 21, 2018
Author(s): Mhou
Web link: https://anticapital0.wordpress.com/mass-action-in-the-air/
Subject: Workers’ struggles USA: workers at Las Vegas and at UPS prepare to join the wave?
Genre: Article
Length (words): 717
Remarks:

Historical communist Left: the Spanish Left (Munis, FOR); Council Communism
Documents and Historiography

1 Title: ¿QUÉ ES LA IZQUIERDA COMUNISTA? Spanish
Published on: May 3, 2018
Author(s): Nuevo Curso
Web link: https://nuevocurso.org/que-es-la-izquierda-comunista/
Subject: Brief survey of the historical communists Lefts, emphasizing the Munis tendency
Genre: Historical article
Length (words): 1,588
Remarks: An English translation can be found on the AFRD blog

2 Title: La «Izquierda Comunista Argentina» y el Internacionalismo Spanish
Published on: May 13, 2018
Author(s): Nuevo Curso
Web link: https://nuevocurso.org/la-izquierda-comunista-argentina-y-el-internacionalismo/
Subject: The historical communist Left in Argentina
Genre: Historical article
Length (words): 5,740
Remarks:

3 Title: Emancipación Obrera: Izquierda Comunista en la Argentina de los 80 y 90 Spanish
Published on: May 15, 2018
Author(s): Nuevo Curso
Web link: https://nuevocurso.org/emancipacion-obrera-izquierda-comunista-en-la-argentina-de-

los-80-y-90/
Subject: ‘Emancipación Obrera’ in the 1980s and 1990s
Genre: Historical article
Length (words): 2,469
Remarks:

4 Title: Hemeroteca histórica de la Izquierda Comunista Española Spanish
Published on: May 16, 2018
Author(s): Nuevo Curso
Web link: https://nuevocurso.org/hemeroteca-historica-de-la-izquierda-comunista-espanola/
Subject: the Spanish communist Left; 1919–1934; 1937/38; FOR (1958-88); Alarme (1978-93/95)
Genre: Online Newspaper and periodicals library
Length (words): 2,882
Remarks:

5 Title: Council communism: reading guide
Published on: May 17, 2018
Author(s): Libcom editors
Web link: http://libcom.org/library/council-communism-reading-guide
Subject: Council communism
Genre: A documentation library
Length (words): 1,130
Remarks: Useful list of reference text and studies

http://libcom.org/library/council-communism-reading-guide
https://nuevocurso.org/hemeroteca-historica-de-la-izquierda-comunista-espanola/
https://nuevocurso.org/emancipacion-obrera-izquierda-comunista-en-la-argentina-de-los-80-y-90/
https://nuevocurso.org/emancipacion-obrera-izquierda-comunista-en-la-argentina-de-los-80-y-90/
https://nuevocurso.org/la-izquierda-comunista-argentina-y-el-internacionalismo/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/05/09/what-is-the-communist-left/
https://nuevocurso.org/que-es-la-izquierda-comunista/
https://anticapital0.wordpress.com/mass-action-in-the-air/
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6 Title: ¿HUBO IZQUIERDA COMUNISTA EN URUGUAY Y CHILE? Spanish
Published on: May 21, 2018
Author(s): Nuevo Curso
Web link: https://nuevocurso.org/hubo-izquierda-comunista-en-uruguay-y-chile/
Subject: Historical communist Left in South America: Uruguay and Chili
Genre: Historical article
Length (words): 2,795
Remarks: “Has there been a communist Left in Uruguay and Chile?”

The movements of ‘May 1968’ 
Documents, analyses and positions fifty years later

1 Title: QUESTIONS à MAI 68 French
Published on: April 23, 2018
Author(s): FD / Prise de parole
Web link: https://httpgrandlarge.wordpress.com/2018/04/23/questions-a-mai-68/
Subject: Situating ‘1968’ in the historic framework of the 20th Century and the subsequent 

‘globalization’. A perspective on the movements in Belgium
Genre: Reflections and analysis
Length (words): 5,851
Remarks:

2 Title: Field Notes Special May-June 1968
Published on: May 1, 2018
Author(s): With an Editor’s Note by Paul Mattick jr., and an introduction by Guest Editor 

Charles Reeve 
Web link: https://brooklynrail.org/2018/5/field-notes
Subject: The movements of May 1968 in France
Genre: Special issue; 5 historical documents and eye witness reports
Length (words): Editor’s note: 639, Introduction: 4.409 
Remarks:

3 Title: Mai 68 : la signification des luttes de 1966 à 1972 French
Published on: May 11, 2018
Author(s): C.Mcl.
Web link: http://www.leftcommunism.org/spip.php?article460&lang=fr
Subject: Was ‘1968’ induced by the beginnings of a world wide recession? A Marxist critique 

of received explanations of “the movement of May ‘68” and a proposition of a co-
herent framework

Genre: Critical analysis
Length (words): 6,710
Remarks: First part

4 Title: Ce fut aussi cela, Mai 68 French
Published on: May 17, 2018
Author(s): Henri Simon
Web link: http://www.echangesetmouvement.fr/2018/05/ce-fut-aussi-cela-mai-68/
Subject: On the events of ‘May 1968’ and ICO
Genre: Testimony
Length (words): 5,561
Remarks: This text has appeared in n° 163 of the revue Échanges (Spring 2018).

5 Title: Against the lies about May '68!
Published on: May 18, 2018
Author(s): Bmc (ICC), April 28, 2018
Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201805/15139/against-lies-about-may-68
Subject: ‘May 1968’ in the context of an international wave of workers’ struggles and the 

beginning of a “permanent” crisis of capitalism
Genre: How to understand May 1968?

http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201805/15139/against-lies-about-may-68
http://www.echangesetmouvement.fr/2018/05/ce-fut-aussi-cela-mai-68/
http://www.leftcommunism.org/spip.php?article460&lang=fr
https://brooklynrail.org/2018/5/field-notes
https://brooklynrail.org/2018/05/field-notes/May-June-1968-What-Happened
https://brooklynrail.org/2018/05/field-notes/Editors-Note-may
https://httpgrandlarge.wordpress.com/2018/04/23/questions-a-mai-68/
https://nuevocurso.org/hubo-izquierda-comunista-en-uruguay-y-chile/
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Length (words): 1,624
Remarks: More articles and documents: “Fifty years ago, May 68”. The thesis of the begin-

ning of a “permanent crisis” is criticized by the contribution in ‘Controverses’

6 Title: Editorial Statement: Introducing Insurgent Notes on Marx in 1968
Published on: May 20, 2018
Author(s): Insurgent Notes Editors
Web link: http://insurgentnotes.com/2018/05/editorial-statement-introducing-insurgent-notes-

on-marx-in-1968/
Subject: An international perspective on the movements of 1968
Genre: 1968 Special Issue; introduction
Length (words): 1,080
Remarks: 13 contributions on “Marx and 1968”, following an invitation by the editors last 

March. Contributions from USA, UK, France, Germany, Italy and Spain

Statements of May 1st / Labor Day 2018

1 Title: Against Nationalism and War!
Published on: April 25, 2018
Author(s): ICT
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-04-25/against-nationalism-and-war
Length (words): 1,879
Remarks: Also in German, Italian, French. Partly translated into Spanish and distributed by 

‘Nuevo Curso’ 

2 Title: Auf dem Weg nach Nirgendwo. Das Ende des Fortschritts und die Aktualität 
einer staaten- und klassenlosen Welt German

Published on: April 30, 2018
Author(s): Eiszeit
Web link: https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/auf-dem-weg-nach-nirgendwo-das-ende-des-

fortschritts-und-die-aktualitaet-einer-staaten-und
Length (words): 1,720
Remarks: “On a road to nowhere. The end of progress and the actuality of a stateless and 

classless society.”

3 Title: Against Capitalism's Wars. For Working Class Organization and Struggle. For 
Revolution and Communism

Published on: May 1, 2018
Author(s): ICP – Florence
Web link: http://www.international-communist-

party.org/English/TheCPart/TCP_007.htm#MayFirst2018
Length (words): 1,028
Remarks: In English, Italian, Spanish, French, Portugese, no German

4 Title: May Day Statement: For a Humanist Alternative to Capitalism
Published on: May 1, 2018
Author(s): LOS ANGELES CHAPTER OF INTERNATIONAL MARXIST-HUMANIST ORGANIZATION
Web link: https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/may-day-statement-for-a-humanist-alternative-

to-capitalism/
Length (words): 584
Remarks: Also in Farsi

5 Title: AGAINST THE CAPITALIST CATASTROPHE
Published on: May 1, 2018
Author(s): Internationalist Proletarians
Web link: http://www.en.proletariosinternacionalistas.org/against-the-capitalist-

catastrophe/
Length (words): 2,293
Remarks: In English, Spanish, French

http://www.en.proletariosinternacionalistas.org/against-the-capitalist-catastrophe/
http://www.en.proletariosinternacionalistas.org/against-the-capitalist-catastrophe/
https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/may-day-statement-for-a-humanist-alternative-to-capitalism/
https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/may-day-statement-for-a-humanist-alternative-to-capitalism/
http://www.international-communist-party.org/English/TheCPart/TCP_007.htm#MayFirst2018
http://www.international-communist-party.org/English/TheCPart/TCP_007.htm#MayFirst2018
https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/auf-dem-weg-nach-nirgendwo-das-ende-des-fortschritts-und-die-aktualitaet-einer-staaten-und
https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/auf-dem-weg-nach-nirgendwo-das-ende-des-fortschritts-und-die-aktualitaet-einer-staaten-und
https://nuevocurso.org/volante-de-las-manifestaciones-del-1o-de-mayo/
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-04-25/against-nationalism-and-war
http://insurgentnotes.com/2018/03/where-was-marx-in-1968-an-invitation-from-the-editors-of-insurgent-notes/
http://insurgentnotes.com/2018/05/editorial-statement-introducing-insurgent-notes-on-marx-in-1968/
http://insurgentnotes.com/2018/05/editorial-statement-introducing-insurgent-notes-on-marx-in-1968/
http://en.internationalism.org/international-review/201804/15127/fifty-years-ago-may-68
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6 Title: May Day Call from Inside Iran
Published on: May 1, 2018
Author(s): „a group of worker activists“
Web link: https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/may-day-call-from-inside-iran/
Subject: Forward to a Campaign for a National Workers Organisation in Iran
Genre: Group statement
Length (words): 518
Remarks: Translated from Farsi

7 Title: La classe dominante borghese e i suoi fiancheggiatori falsamente operai fes-
teggiano un altro anno di alti profitti capitalistici mentre le grandi masse 
proletarie sono schiacciate nello sfruttamento più bestiale e nella miseria 
quotidiana

Italian

Published on: May 1, 2018
Author(s): Partito comunista internazionale (il comunista)
Web link: http://www.pcint.org/01_Positions/01_02_it/180501_1-maggio.htm
Length (words): 4,013
Remarks: In Italian and Spanish only

8 Title: Krise, Krieg und Smog - Die Welt als Pulverfass German
Published on: May 15, 2018
Author(s): La Banda Vaga
Web link: https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/krise-krieg-und-smog-die-welt-als-pulverfass
Length (words): 825
Remarks: “Crisis, War and Smog – The world as a powder keg”

Discussion topics in the proletarian internationalist Milieu
Period of Transition

1 Title: The Vision of the New Society in Marx’s Capital
Published on: March 15, 2018
Author(s): Peter Hudis
Web link: http://logosjournal.com/2018/the-vision-of-the-new-society-in-marxs-capital/
Subject: Meaning and relevance of Marx’ Das Kapital for the nature of ‘post-capitalist’ so-

ciety. With a critique of “the abolition of labor” in ‘communization theory’
Genre: Exposition, debate
Length (words): 4,304
Remarks: Logos, a journal of modern society and culture, Winter 2018 (Vol.17#01) ‘Das Kapi-

tal’ 150 years later. 1 of 8 contributions

2 Title: Umrisse der Weltcommune German
Published on: March 21, 2018
Author(s): FREUNDINNEN UND FREUNDE DER KLASSENLOSEN GESELLSCHAFT
Web link: https://kosmoprolet.org/umrisse-der-weltcommune
Subject: Reflections on the world commune
Genre: Essay, debate
Length (words): 10,282
Remarks:

3 Title: I Don’t Value Value: Capitalism, Value, The Value Form, and Commodity Pro-
duction

Published on: April 20, 2018
Author(s): PIPER TOMPKINS
Web link: https://rageagainstcapital.wordpress.com/2018/04/20/i-dont-value-value-capitalism-

value-the-value-form-and-commodity-production/
Subject: Value and its abolition by the ‘collective of freely associating producers’
Genre: Blog article, anarcho-communist vision
Length (words): 2,604
Remarks: Received criticism at https://libcom.org/blog/i-don-t-value-value-capitalism-

value-value-form-commodity-production-19042018

https://libcom.org/blog/i-don-t-value-value-capitalism-value-value-form-commodity-production-19042018
https://libcom.org/blog/i-don-t-value-value-capitalism-value-value-form-commodity-production-19042018
https://rageagainstcapital.wordpress.com/2018/04/20/i-dont-value-value-capitalism-value-the-value-form-and-commodity-production/
https://rageagainstcapital.wordpress.com/2018/04/20/i-dont-value-value-capitalism-value-the-value-form-and-commodity-production/
https://kosmoprolet.org/umrisse-der-weltcommune
http://logosjournal.com/2018/the-vision-of-the-new-society-in-marxs-capital/
https://www.kosmoprolet.org/de/krise-krieg-und-smog-die-welt-als-pulverfass
http://www.pcint.org/01_Positions/01_02_it/180501_1-maggio.htm
https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/may-day-call-from-inside-iran/
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Express: New Pamphlet
The Trades’ Unions and communist Action

G.I.S. Die Gewerkschaften und die kommunistische Aktion

Gruppe Internationaler SozialistInnen, May 2018, German

Pamphlet, 42 pages, €5,- Orders via de@leftcom.org (Payment in advance, incl. Postal charges)

“Trades Unions work well as centers of resistance  
against  the  encroachments  of  capital.  They fail  
partially from an injudicious use of their power.  
They fail generally from limiting themselves to a  
guerrilla  war  against  the  effects  of  the  existing  
system,  instead  of  simultaneously  trying  to  
change it, instead of using their organized forces  
as a lever for the final emancipation of the work-
ing class that is to say the ultimate abolition of  
the wages system”, Marx wrote in 1865. (1)

Today we can only affirm the absolute failure of 
the trades’ unions to defend even the most basic 
working-class interests. Their transformation from 
“centers of resistance against the encroachments  
of capital“ (Marx) into state bureaucratic appara-
tuses is irreversible. Today the trades’ unions act 
on  the  basis  of  the  political  acceptance  of  the 
wage system as bourgeois  institutions of  media-
tion between workers and capitalists. They do not 
see themselves any more as exclusively obliged to 
the improvement of the working and living condi-
tions  of  their  members  but,  primarily,  to  the 
“production  location”,  meaning  the  smooth 
functioning of the national economy.

Those “leftists” who always explain the activities 
and the actions of the trades’ unions by the be-
trayal  of  the  respective  leadership,  that  would 
have to be substituted by a different one, in order 
to improve the trades’ unions, distinguish them-
selves by an equally naive and idealistic thought. 
A line of thought that reduces all problems to a 
question of putting the right people in the strate-
gical positions, and that reveals itself only all too 
often  as  a  “Leninistically”  covered  up  wish  for 
jobs and state alimonies.

1) From the conclusion of the speech by Marx to the First In-
ternational Working Men's Association, June 1865. Source: 
Value, Price and Profit, XIV. The Struggle Between 
Capital and Labour and its Results.

The trades’ unions cannot be reformed,  “recon-
quered” or converted into instruments of libera-
tion! The problem does not just lie in any “leader-
ship”, it is the organizational form of the trades’ 
unions based on representative policies itself that 
stands in the way of an emancipation perspective.

The trades’ unions do not betray anything or any-
one, themselves in the least. When they sabotage 
struggles,  deceive  colleagues  and  thereby  make 
themselves indispensable to capital  as factors of 
negotiation and order, they only act consistently 
with and according to their very own concern to 
negotiate  the  terms  of  sale  of  the  labor  power 
commodity on an “equal footing” with the capi-
talists.

Contents:
• Today's trades’ unions and communist action
• Theses about the role of the communists in the 

economic struggles in of the working class 
• Reflections on the British miners’ strike
• Perspectives of communist enterprise work
• Only  another  approach  will  do:  Down  with 

wage labor!

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1865/value-price-profit/ch03.htm#c14
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1865/value-price-profit/ch03.htm#c14
mailto:de@leftcom.org
http://gis.blogsport.de/2018/05/07/466/
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Special Attention
The Comeback of ‘Controverses’: 1818 – 1918 – 1968 – 2018

Breaking more than a year of radio silence on its web-site, and more than six years after its special edi -
tion “From October 1917 to the collapse of the USSR”, (a) the Forum for an internationalist commu-
nist Left has brought out a new issue of its revue “Controverses” in French language. AFRD intends to 
follow its comeback and welcomes this revival by adopting the presentation of its contents.

a Cahier thématique n°1 : Octobre 1917, http://leftcommunism.org/spip.php?article291&lang=fr (in French language only)

1818: Bicentenary of the birth of Marx
As the son of a lawyer in a liberal and democratic 
family of Trier, nothing predestined Marx to be-
come the theoretician and communist revolution-
ary he was. In contact with the class conflicts of 
his time and with the first socialist writings he 
gradually evolved towards communism, of which 
he  would  develop  the  main  foundations.  He 
thereby provided the working class with the theo-
retical and organizational tools for its emancipa-
tion. But beyond his analyzes, some of which are 
inevitably outdated, it is above all a method he 
has left us:  “(...) the whole way of apprehension  
with Marx is  not a doctrine,  but a method.  It  
does not give ready-made dogmas but points of  
reference for further research and the method for  
this research” (Engels). (1) Precisely this heritage 
that has been debased, then stained, first by so-
cial  democracy  and  subsequently  by  Stalinism, 
must be revived in order to reconnect with the 
necessary deepening of Marxist theory in all do-
mains.  This  is  the  best  tribute  we  can  pay  to 
Marx. In this spirit we have written an article de-
voted to a rarely treated implication of historical 
materialism - Les sociétés se complexifient-elles  
au cours du temps ? (“Do societies become more 
complex in the course of time?”)

1918: Centenary of the German revolution
At the beginning of the 20th century, Germany 
had become the first continental power and had 
the  most  concentrated,  organized  and  educated 
proletariat in Europe. The latter’s uprising, since 
the year 1917, put an end to the war and gave 
hope to the young victorious revolutions of Russia 
and Hungary. But this was without taking into ac-
count the counterrevolutionary role played by so-
cial democracy and the chauvinistic trades unions 

1) Friedrich Engels to Werner Sombart, Letter of March 11, 
1895. (MEW 39, Dietz Verlag Berlin, 1968, p. 427 ff.) 

who  had  already  weakened  the  proletariat  by 
dragging  it  into  [this]  first  imperialist  butchery 
and  who  definitively  crushed  it  in  blood  as  it 
wanted to oppose it by overthrowing the capitalist 
regime. These low works would open the road to-
ward  fascism,  as  Sebastian  Haffner  (2)  has  ex-
plained very well in his recently republished work 
‘Germany  1918  -  a  betrayed  revolution’:  “The 
murder of 15 January 1919 [of Rosa Luxemburg  
and Karl Liebknecht] was an upbeat – the upbeat  
to  the  thousands  of  murders  in  the  following  
months of the Noske era, to the millions of mur-
ders in the following decades of the Hitler era. It  
was the start signal for all the other ones.” (3) The 
article  on  The  Workers'  Councils  in  Germany 
1918-1923, proposes a summary of all these events 
and  their  political  stakes,  while  the  dramatic 
episode of the assassination of Rosa Luxemburg 
and  Karl  Liebknecht  is  developed  in  what  will 
soon become a play called L’hôtel Eden dans la  
nuit  des  temps (“Hotel  Eden  in  the  mists  of 
time”). The article  Fiction théâtrale  et  réalité  
historique (“Theatrical fiction and historical real-
ity”) comments on a recent artistic performance 
about Rosa Luxemburg.

1968: Fiftieth anniversary of the struggles of 
May-June ‘68
The struggles of May-June 68 in France are part 
of a general wave of labor disputes and protests of 
various kinds (student claims, protests against the 
multiple wars in the world, a search for different 

2) For some biographical and bibliographical data on Sebastian 
Haffner (Raimund Pretzel, 1907 - 1999) see for instance: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sebastian_Haffner  

3) Sebastian Haffner, Die verratene Revolution – Deutschland 
1918/19, Stern-Buch, Hamburg 1969 - 1st edition. Ch. 11: 
“Die Verfolgung und Ermordung Karl Liebknechts und Rosa 
Luxemburgs”. A recent French translation appeared last Jan-
uary at Agone with the title: Allemagne, 1918 : une révolu-
tion trahie (« Éléments » , ISBN : 9782748903522).

https://agone.org/elements/allemagne1918unerevolutiontrahie/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sebastian_Haffner
http://leftcommunism.org/spip.php?article291&lang=fr
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values and ways of life...) that flourished from the 
second half of the 1960s until the beginning of the 
1970s. All  these conflicts expressed the accumu-
lated tensions in society after two decades of very 
vigorous  growth  that  jostled  all  the  ideas  and 
structures in place. They manifested to the high-
est  degree the contradictions  between the rapid 
development of the productive forces and the ob-
solete nature of the superstructures that coordi-
nated them: economic, political, ideological, legal, 
family,  cultural,  moral  super-structures,  etc. 
These blatant inadequacies are at the basis of the 
explosion  and  the  radical  character  of  all  these 
movements, not in the sense of an exit from capi-
talism – a perspective that was shared only by a 
very  small  minority  at  that  time  –  but  in  the 
sense of  challenging old  structures that  are  not 
adapted to the new realities of the post-war pe-
riod. The article  La signification des luttes de  
1966  à  1972 (“The significance of the struggles 
from 1966 to 1972”) tries to draw up its tableau. 
Its first part is devoted, on the one hand, to the 
critical discussion of explanations commonly put 
forward to understand these events and,  on the 
other hand, to lay the foundations of a coherent 
alternative explanation. We accompany it by the 
review of the work of Lola Miesseroff Voyage en 
outre-gauche (“Voyage to the outer Left”) that 
camps on the slope of this minority which, at the 
time, had a hope for and a perspective of over-
coming  capitalism,  and still  has  at  present.  An 
original  work,  both in  its  form and foundation, 
since it largely gives the floor to the actors of this 
revolutionary movement, and one that presumes 
that capitalism is not this insurmountable horizon 
so commonly hammered on by dominant ideology. 
We have also added a poem that May 68 had in-
spired on a militant of the Italian Left:  Casques 
blancs  et  boucliers  noirs (“White helmets and 
black shields”).

2018: Actuality of the crisis of capitalism
In its  two centuries of existence,  capitalism has 
experienced twenty-four economic crises of magni-
tude, (4) which gives us an average cycle of eight 
years between two crises.  As the last one dates 
back to 2008-2009, we are right in the time zone 
where the bursting of a new economic recession is 

4) If we take 1825 as the first generalized crisis of capitalism: 
“...only with the crisis of 1825 [big industry] opens the peri-
odical cycle of its modern life.” (Marx, post-face to the 2nd 
edition of ‘Capital’, January 24, 1873. MEW 23, Dietz Ver-
lag Berlin, 1968, p. 18 ff.)

almost certain (see the chart). At a time when it 
is fashionable in the mainstream media to ridicule 
the legacy of Marx, it turns out that the body of 
his  theoretical  work allows us  to  clearly  under-
stand  the  trajectory of  capitalism:  its  economic 
crises,  its  war  stirrings,  the  class  struggle  that 
wells up in its entrails and the rise of populisms 
resulting from the conjunction of the three previ-
ous dynamics. The series of articles Crisis - Con-
flicts - Class Struggle - Populism, the first part 
of which we publish here, attempts to draw up 
their tableau. It is accompanied by a contribution 
that proposes the attempt of a Marxist explana-
tion of the emergence of a new technology in the 
monetary  domain,  namely  crypto-currencies.  A 
subject  rarely  discussed  in  the  communist  Left 
(with the exception of  the  Cercle  de  Paris (5) 
and the contributions by Raoul Victor) (6) the de-
velopment  of  new  technologies  nevertheless  im-
plies many consequences for the possible advent 
(or not) of a revolution and a communist society. 
As a result, this article is the first in a series that 
will  focus on this topic and its various implica-
tions at different levels:  economic, emergence or 
not  of  new social  relationships,  positive  and/or 
negative consequences for class combats and class 
consciousness, etc.

Controverses n° 5 (May 2018)
60p. A4, €5,- (print)

Table of Contents

Présentation du n°5 de Controverses (2)

Crise – Conflits – Luttes – Populisme (4)

Les crypto-monnaies (10)

La signification des luttes de 1966 à 1972 (16)

Casques blancs et boucliers noirs (24)

Voyage en outre-gauche (28)

Les conseils ouvriers en Allemagne 1918 – 1923 (30)

L’hôtel Eden dans la nuit des temps (39)

Fiction théâtrale et réalité historique (45)

Les sociétés se complexifient-elles au cours du temps ? 
(46)

Source: http://www.leftcommunism.org/spip.php?
article461

Translation and annotations: H.C., May 16, 2018

5) http://cercledeparis.free.fr/  
6) http://raoulv.pagesperso-orange.fr/  

http://www.leftcommunism.org/spip.php?article461
http://www.leftcommunism.org/spip.php?article461
http://raoulv.pagesperso-orange.fr/
http://cercledeparis.free.fr/
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An Invitation to a Discussion
The international Situation: imperialist Chaos and generalized War?
The scenery of international bourgeois politics offers the spectacle of an ever more rapid succession of 
conflicts, advances, retreats and turnabouts at all levels. A series of rows is pervading its highest diplo -
matic levels, such as the UN security council, in an ever more surrealist fashion. These events are fueled 
by the openly declared trade war by the USA. Spectacular exploits like the ‘retaliatory’ show bombing 
of military targets in Syria by the USA of mid-April (with the support of France and Britain and a prior 
warning to the Kremlin), entail more military escalations in the region (like Israel striking back at Ira-
nian forces on the Golan Heights). The pretense of historic negotiations over the denuclearization of the 
Korean peninsula alternates with hardly veiled threats of war between Washington and Pyongyang.

The USA “pulling out of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) which is intended to pre-
vent the Iran nuclear programme from enriching uranium to produce a bomb” (ICT, May 10, 2018) has 
of late still toppled their unilateralism, upsetting all other cosignatories, including their former allies.

The following three articles express the first assessment by proletarian internationalist voices of the sig-
nificance of this move. The ‘Nuevo Curso’ blog article takes up important concerns from international-
ist groups who lay claim to the heritage of the communist Left (the ICT, the ICC, and the IGCL), and 
puts forward its own view on the drive toward a generalized war – in face of the fragility of imperialist  
alliances since the explosion of the Russian bloc in 1989 – at the hand of questions pertaining to the 
very existence of the EU, and to the imperialist role and position of Germany in particular. 

For the ‘IGCL’ it is clear that “Capitalism drags humanity into the generalized imperialist war” (also 
without solid imperialist blocs or alliances established) and that “the international proletariat, as both  
an exploited and revolutionary class, has no choice” but “to submit itself to capital, which will lead to  
even more misery and exploitation in preparation of a generalized war (…) or to resist the attacks of  
capitalism by confronting its states, opening up the road toward their overthrow (…).”

A second article by ‘Nuevo Curso’ emphasizes the immediate, economically lethal effects of the exacer-
bation of the trade war on weaker “exporting countries” like Argentina, and puts forward the need for 
self-organization and unification on their class terrain of workers’ struggles to come.

We contribute a historic reminder for this struggle by  Anton Pannekoek, which was published early 
1915, when it had become clear that the World War over Europe would not, like the war in 1870/71, 
come to a rapid conclusion.

Contributions:
• ‘Nuevo Curso’: Is an anti-US bloc emerging around Germany?  (May 17, p.15)
• ‘IGCL’: A step in the march towards generalized imperialist war  (May 10, p.17)
• ‘Nuevo Curso’: The nuclear treaty and the Argentine rescue are two sides of the com -

mercial war (May 9, p.18)

A historical Reference:
• Action against War ; Anton Pannekoek in ‘New Review’, 1915 (Fragment) (p. 24)

Readers are invited to send appreciations of the presented texts, questions and/or own contributions on 
the subject per e-mail. Meaningful correspondence will be published in a forthcoming release.

The editor 
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Topic: The international Situation
Growing tensions by the USA’s withdrawal from the ‘Iran nuclear agreement’ 

‘Nuevo Curso’: Is an anti-US bloc emerging around Germany?
Are we going towards a polarization of the imperi-
alist  conflict  between  the  USA and Europe? (1) 
What importance could it have when the tenden-
cies towards war and chaos (2) demonstrate that 
capitalism is an increasingly violent threat against 
Humanity as a whole? (3)

This is all very important indeed. We know that 
only the independent response of the workers can 
stop a generalized war. And we know that, from 
Jerada (4) to Tehran, from Paris to Charleston, (5) 
our class begins to wake up and to again raise the 
big issues in suspense that need to be solved in 
order to become an independent political subject. 
Time, the times, are more important to us than 
ever. And at the moment they seem to be running 
against us. That is why a putting into perspec-
tive,  measuring the rhythms,  is  more important 
than ever.

1. The  American  denunciation  of  the  nuclear 
treaty with Iran seems to have opened Pandora's 
box:  Mogherini,  "Mrs.  CFSP”, (6)  immediately 
grasped its meaning for Europe, responding that 
the EU would defend  “its security interests and 
its investments.” And of course, never before has 
circumventing American sanctions  become a de-
clared policy organized by the EU. (7)

2. Merkel did not hesitate to go on the offensive, 
after  what was cheered by the press  across  the 
whole continent, in the case of Germany attaining 
levels of national affirmation that have never been 

1) Reading: the Communiqué of the IGCL of May 10, 2018: 
http://igcl.org/Communique-on-the-American;

2) the May 1st Statement by the ICT: 
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-04-25/against-
nationalism-and-war;

3) and the article “Middle East: capitalism is a growing 
threat to humanity” by Amos (ICC, May 16, 2018).

4) Le Monde (AFP), 27.12.2017: Au Maroc, la mort de deux 
frères dans une mine désaffectée réveille la colère 
des habitants.

5) The Guardian (Opinion), 10.03.2017: The West Virginia 
teachers' strike is what real resistance looks like.

6) CFSP = Common Foreign and Security Policy
7) Le Monde, 16.05.2018: Nucléaire : l’Iran se félicite du 

« bon départ » des discussions avec l’UE. 

seen since the war. (8) The new Merkelian slogan, 
“The task of Europe is to take its destiny into its  
own  hands,” electrified  the  hitherto  controlled 
German verbal imperialism, and public television 
itself wondered if it was not time to make friends 
with  Russia.  Taking  advantage  of  the  renewed 
German impetus, France demanded “to pass from 
words to deeds” between Macron’s epic speeches 
and  accounts  of  grievances  of  his  Minister  of 
Economy. Tusk, the voice of the political appara-
tus of the EU, sentenced that  “with friends like  
Trump, we do not need enemies.”

3. However, Merkel and the German bourgeoisie 
she represents do not seem to be in an excessive 
hurry,  neither to consolidate the EU into some-
thing more like a bloc, neither to give free rein to 
the militarism it needs, if it wants to be able to 
articulate a bloc. Germany increasing its military 
spending  to  2%  of  its  GDP  from  the  current 
1.24% (38.5 billion euros) is a gesture, but not a 
change of direction, as Merkel has been charged to 
remark.

We should not deceive ourselves, the famous Ger-
man “prudence” does not [take the foot off the 
gas pedal] to its taste... it expresses the material 
limitations  of  German  imperialist  capital.  The 
concentration of capital that promised to create a 
stronger common base with France is not turning 
out as they thought: the wave of mergers appears 
to be, above all, a national one, not one crossing 
borders... and even the purchases in the USA are 
being “touched”  by a horrible instability of their 
“business  scenarios.”  In  addition,  Europe  is  far 
from being a “German  lake.” (9) It is not a sur-
prise that the recent new triumph of  Orbán in 
Hungary and that of the “Five stars movement” 
in  Italy  are  presented in  the USA as  a  “revolt 
against the soft empire of Germany.” (10) The cele-
bration  by  Hungary,  Austria,  Romania  and  the 

8) Der Spiegel Online, 09.05.2018: Trump and Iran: Europe 
Stuck Between a Bomb and a Hard Place.

9) ‘Nuevo Curso’, 06.03.2018: “The blocks at war under the 
European Union“ (AFRD 2018#02, 31.03.2018)

10) New York Times (Opinion), 16.05.2018: The Fall of the 
German Empire.

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/16/opinion/germany-europe-populism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/16/opinion/germany-europe-populism.html
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/03/31/nuevo-curso-on-the-trade-war/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/03/31/nuevo-curso-on-the-trade-war/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/time-for-europe-to-stand-up-to-the-united-states-a-1206997.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/time-for-europe-to-stand-up-to-the-united-states-a-1206997.html
http://www.lemonde.fr/proche-orient/article/2018/05/15/nucleaire-iranien-teheran-se-felicite-du-bon-depart-des-discussions-avec-l-ue_5299498_3218.html
http://www.lemonde.fr/proche-orient/article/2018/05/15/nucleaire-iranien-teheran-se-felicite-du-bon-depart-des-discussions-avec-l-ue_5299498_3218.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/mar/10/west-virginia-teachers-strike-resistance
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/mar/10/west-virginia-teachers-strike-resistance
http://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2017/12/27/au-maroc-la-mort-de-deux-freres-dans-une-mine-desaffectee-reveille-la-colere-des-habitants_5234874_3212.html
http://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2017/12/27/au-maroc-la-mort-de-deux-freres-dans-une-mine-desaffectee-reveille-la-colere-des-habitants_5234874_3212.html
http://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2017/12/27/au-maroc-la-mort-de-deux-freres-dans-une-mine-desaffectee-reveille-la-colere-des-habitants_5234874_3212.html
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201805/15136/middle-east-capitalism-growing-threat-humanity
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201805/15136/middle-east-capitalism-growing-threat-humanity
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-04-25/against-nationalism-and-war
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-04-25/against-nationalism-and-war
http://igcl.org/Communique-on-the-American
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Czech  Republic  of  the  new  US  embassy  in 
Jerusalem broke with the common EU policy and 
was  a  clear  gesture  of  rebellion  against  the 
Franco-German axis as a whole. And the leaking 
of  the  government  program  agreed  between 
Salvini and Di Maio (11) yesterday made it clear 
that this was not an incident, nor limited to the 
famous “Visegrad group”.

4. Meanwhile  the  USA  continues  to  pressurize 
and play hard with Germany and with Europe as 
a whole in the commercial war. On the brink of 
full employment and under the first effects of a 
tax cut intended to fatten the dividends of com-
panies, they have no incentive to be relenting in a 
trade war that, according to President Trump, “is 
easy to win.” As of today the USA does not even 
seem interested in placing Britain under its eco-
nomic  “protection.” (12)  On  the  contrary,  their 
strategy is to win battle upon battle against their 
former  allies,  translating  their  global  economic 
and  military  superiority  into  commercial 
gains. (13)

Where is Germany going?
1. The “Balkan summit”, which was to give the 
starting shot for the Franco-German ambitions to-
ward the East, to create a safety belt against the 
chaos of the Middle East and put a limit on the 
regional influence of Russia, healing wounds with 
the Visegrad countries...  has been a new decep-
tion: with a reticent France, and both Spain and 
Italy absent, the German message has been lim-
ited to “There will be no additional funds for new 
integration”. Something that does not exactly re-
inforce  the  German shield  bearer  in  the  area... 
Tsipras.  The  Greek  capital  needs  to  strengthen 
the connection between the Chinese “silk route” 
and the European markets, presenting itself as the 
great “achiever” of the Balkan states. It pretends 
to stay afloat in an imperialist upsurge that ex-
ceeds its possibilities, [caught] between an econ-
omy that continues to be burdened by debt for 
years and a Turkey that increasingly affirms its 
own  imperialist  ambitions  <more  clearly>  while 
becoming more unstable. (14) These days Turkey 

11) Matteo Salvini is the political leader of the “Lega Nord”, 
Luigi Di Maio that of the “Five stars movement” in Italy. 

12) The Guardian (Politics Live blog), 16.05.2018: May loses 
15th Lords vote on Brexit bill as peers vote to keep 
EU environmental standards.

13) ‘Nuevo Curso’, 05.12.2018: “Trump y el proteccionismo” 
(Spanish)

14) ‘Nuevo Curso’, 25.01.2018: “Is Turkey starting a World 
War?” (AFRD 2018#01s, 07.02.2018)

has just suffered a monetary storm that has led 
its currency to plummet in the markets.

2. After coming out of months of paralysis of its 
political  apparatus,  the German bourgeoisie  has 
done nothing,  beyond mere declarations,  but to 
take steps backwards with regards to its “Euro-
peanist” plans. (15) As of today the main axes of 
progress  –  the  European  army  and  the  capital 
concentration with France;  the banking union – 
have barely advanced a step. Everything seems to 
indicate that fractional differences on its imperial-
ist orientation do not allow it to advance. In fact, 
the European Commission seems to accept that 
Germany will not take the “Macron path” for the 
time being, and conforms to give the green light 
for  creating  the  instruments  of  a  new  financial 
bubble. (16)

3. And  yet,  aware  that  the  German  paralysis 
may aggravate the effects of the recession that is 
ripening, the IMF pressures Germany to approach 
the  French  proposals  as  soon  as  possible.  Ger-
many seems to be overtaken by events and it is 
very likely that, in the coming weeks and months, 
this feeling will grow even more with the German 
bourgeoisie and its media.

4. And yet the general current of the capitalist 
crisis pushes German capital to assert its imperi-
alist interests with increasing clarity. With the oil 
price at 80 US Dollars per barrel, the possibility 
of an advancement into the expected new reces-
sion is  multiplied.  Japanese  economic data may 
well provide the first signs of that budding global 
recession.  Moreover,  the  German  bourgeoisie 
clearly sees that the increase of imperialist ten-
sions is negatively affecting it far beyond the con-
sequences for  a few contracts  in Iran.  The eco-
nomic growth fell to 0.3%, hampered by the direct 
effect of the expectations on exports generated by 
the commercial war. (17) And we should not forget 
that there is a clear awareness in Germany that 
the accumulation directly depends on the fate of 
its exports.

At this point we cannot say that Germany is go-
ing to articulate [organize?]  the rest  of  Europe, 
and subsequently China and Russia, in an “anti-
American bloc”. We can only say that it is bound 

15) ‘Nuevo Curso’, 14.03.2018 :”The great German winter 
offensive” (AFRD 2018#02, 31.03.2018)

16) El País, 16.05.2018 : “Brussels raises eurobonds 'light' 
in the style of US garbage mortgages” (Spanish)

17) The Guardian (Business live blog), 15.05.2018: “German 
growth slows as trade weakens”

https://www.theguardian.com/business/live/2018/may/15/german-growth-slows-trade-uk-unemployment-wage-growth-business-live
https://www.theguardian.com/business/live/2018/may/15/german-growth-slows-trade-uk-unemployment-wage-growth-business-live
https://elpais.com/economia/2018/05/15/actualidad/1526412497_605456.html
https://elpais.com/economia/2018/05/15/actualidad/1526412497_605456.html
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/03/31/nuevo-curso-on-the-trade-war/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/03/31/nuevo-curso-on-the-trade-war/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/02/01/turkish-military-invasion-of-northern-syria/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/02/01/turkish-military-invasion-of-northern-syria/
https://nuevocurso.org/trump-y-el-proteccionismo/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/blog/live/2018/may/16/pmqs-may-corbyn-brexit-uk-wont-benefit-from-free-trade-deal-with-us-say-harvard-academics-politics-live
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/blog/live/2018/may/16/pmqs-may-corbyn-brexit-uk-wont-benefit-from-free-trade-deal-with-us-say-harvard-academics-politics-live
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/blog/live/2018/may/16/pmqs-may-corbyn-brexit-uk-wont-benefit-from-free-trade-deal-with-us-say-harvard-academics-politics-live
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to try to take steps in that direction, and that 
they will  not be easy.  But, above all,  we know 
that this path will be dotted with new attacks on 
the conditions of the workers in all countries in-
volved, and that new “local” wars will  bring us 
even closer to a generalized war. (18)

18) ‘Nuevo Curso’,  20.04.2018: “7 razones por las que una 
guerra mundial es más probable de lo que piensas” 
(Spanish, “Seven reasons why a world war is more likely 
than you think”)   

Nuevo Curso, May 17, 2018

Source: ¿Está emergiendo un bloque anti-EEUU 
alrededor de Alemania? – Nuevo Curso, 
https://nuevocurso.org/esta-emergiendo-un-bloque-anti-
eeuu-alrededor-de-alemania/

Translation: H.C., May 30, 2018

‘IGCL’: A step in the march towards generalized imperialist war
Trump's decision to denounce the Iranian nuclear 
agreement is an important step in the evolution of 
"international relations", that is imperialist rival-
ries. The consequences are not only the risks of an 
immediate  extension  of  the  wars  in  the  Middle 
East,  immediately  confirmed by  the  direct  con-
frontation between Iranian and Israeli  forces  on 
the night of 9-10 May. But above all the acceler-
ated aggravation of tensions between the great im-
perialist powers and the growing affirmation of a 
central  imperialist  polarization  between  the 
United States and continental Europe. It is a real 
ultimatum that the American bourgeoisie gives to 
all its rivals... and especially to Europeans. This is 
what the American ambassador to Germany im-
mediately made clear:  “German companies doing 
business in Iran should wind down operations im-
mediately”! (quoted by the German online news 
magazine of ‘Der Spiegel’ on May 9th. (1)

Beyond the economic aspect, secondary in fact be-
cause Germany and Europe could very well toler-
ate in itself  a stop of their investments in Iran, 
the ultimatum is of a political and imperialist or-
der.  “The United States has chosen the path of  
confrontation with Europe” (idem). For German 
capital and its main allies in the European Union, 
the dilemma is clear: either submit to the Ameri-
can  ultimatum  and  expect  to  be  stifled  very 
quickly under the successive dictates that will fol-
low and lose all imperialist credit with the other 
major powers; or it is  “time for Europe to stand 
up  to  the  United States” (idem) by  regrouping 
around  it  the  anti-American  imperialist  front, 
starting with China and Russia. This will not be 
without difficulties and internal contradictions in 
each  European  country,  as  ‘Der  Spiegel’ ex-
presses,  obviously  with  regret,  for  the  German 
bourgeoisie, some fractions of which still hesitate 

1) http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/time-for-
europe-to-stand-up-to-the-united-states-a-1206997.html  

in face  of  the inevitable:  “Europe is  confronted 
with the potential loss of what has been the most  
important, reliable and beneficial constant of [its]  
foreign policy for  decades:  the partnership with  
the United States and the transatlantic relation-
ship.” (idem) This will not go without difficulties 
and contradictions within the European Union, in 
particular  with the anti-Russian and pro-Ameri-
can countries of the former Eastern Bloc.

But the main European countries no longer really 
have a choice. Trump keeps poking at and provok-
ing  the  European  Union  and  Germany.  It  ex-
presses so clearly both the degree reached by the 
contradictions of  capitalism, the exacerbation of 
the competition between capitals in the unbridled 
search for shrinking profits, which drags us into 
the generalized war and,  consequently and as a 
complement, of the desperate rage that has seized 
the American bourgeoisie in face of its constant 
historical retreat on the international scene since 
the disappearance of the USSR. Capitalism drags 
humanity  into  the  generalized  imperialist  war. 
The international proletariat, as both an exploited 
and revolutionary class, has no choice either. It is 
either to submit itself to capital, which will lead 
to even more misery and exploitation in prepara-
tion of a generalized war – and in this latter case 
because of the war itself – or it is to resist the at-
tacks of capitalism by confronting its states and 
opening up the road toward their overthrow, to-
ward the destruction of capitalism itself and the 
establishment  of  a  communist  society  without 
misery or war.

For  the  international  proletariat  to  be  able  to 
open up this perspective and this hope, it must 
also  resolutely  engage  in  political  confrontation 
against  all  the  forces  of  each  capitalist  state, 
right-wing  and  left-wing  political  parties  alike, 
trade unions and other forces of political and ide-

http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/time-for-europe-to-stand-up-to-the-united-states-a-1206997.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/time-for-europe-to-stand-up-to-the-united-states-a-1206997.html
https://nuevocurso.org/esta-emergiendo-un-bloque-anti-eeuu-alrededor-de-alemania/
https://nuevocurso.org/esta-emergiendo-un-bloque-anti-eeuu-alrededor-de-alemania/
https://nuevocurso.org/7-razones-por-las-que-una-guerra-mundial-es-mas-probable-de-lo-que-piensas/
https://nuevocurso.org/7-razones-por-las-que-una-guerra-mundial-es-mas-probable-de-lo-que-piensas/
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ological  control,  and  against  bourgeois  repres-
sion. (2) If each national bourgeoisie has no other 
choice but to engage in the march to generalized 
war  and in  confrontation  with its  own working 
class, the international proletariat – and in partic-
ular its most conscious and combative minorities, 

2) This is precisely what the proletariat in France is failing to 
do, even though the conditions for a widespread and gener-
alized struggle were met around the railway workers' strike 
in March. By not disputing the timing, the planning, the 
strike days in the hands of the unions, by respecting the ter-
rain of government-union discussions and negotiations, in 
short by not confronting the union sabotage politically in 
the assemblies and in the workplaces, the struggle of the 
railway workers and other mobilizations (such as at Air 
France or the Ford factory in Bordeaux) will suffer failures – 
without unforeseen circumstances breaking the course of 
events - because of their isolation and in spite of their com-
bativity. It is a lesson for the proletariat of all countries.

by  coming  together  to  lead  this  political  class 
struggle – has no other choice but to engage in 
the resolute  defense of its  class interests by as-
suming the confrontation with capitalism and its 
state.

The IGCL, Communiqué of May 10th, 2018.

PS.  We  draw  your  attention  to  Nuevo  Curso's 
statement of position (in Spanish),  of which we 
share the main points:

[This statement can be read below, the editor]

Source: Communiqué on the American withdrawal from 
the Iranian nuclear agreement – IGCL,May 10, 2018 
http://igcl.org/Communique-on-the-American

Some linguistic adjustments: H.C., May 31, 2018

‘Nuevo Curso’: The nuclear treaty and the Argentine rescue are two sides  
of the commercial war

The US denounces the nuclear treaty with Iran, 
(1) warning in passing that it reserves the right to 
apply  sanctions  equally  to  those  companies  or 
countries that collaborate with Iran in the devel-
opment  of  its  nuclear  arsenal.  The  message  is 
clear. Mogherini, "Mrs PESC" of the EU, under-
stands this and immediately responds that  "the 
EU is determined to act in accordance with its se-
curity interests and protect its  economic invest-
ments."

Given the imminence of a new fall of the Peso, 
Argentina opens negotiations for its rescue by the 
IMF. The cycle present in everyone's memory is 
repeated. (2)

What unites the Argentine rescue to the 
denunciation of the nuclear treaty with Iran?
1. The USA’s exit from the nuclear treaty with 
Iran will neither modify the imperialist offensive 
of  the  Iranian  bourgeoisie  (Yemen,  Syria,  Iraq) 
nor its nuclear ambitions. But it will give the USA 
a free hand to advance the trade war at their dis-

1) Read f.i. NYT, “Trump Abandons Iran Nuclear Deal He 
Long Scorned”: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/08/world/middleeast/tr
ump-iran-nuclear-deal.html  

2) Read f.i. El País, “Los argentinos temen al FMI” (“The Ar-
gentinians fear the IMF”): 
https://elpais.com/internacional/2018/05/08/argentina/
1525812410_093182.html  

cretion without having to go through the cumber-
some trials of the World Trade Organization. It is 
at the discretion of President Trump to “discover” 
that certain companies in the signatory countries 
of the agreement (especially Russia, China, France 
and  Germany)  export  materials  or  technologies 
that  could be  used in  the Iranian nuclear  race. 
You do not have to look far: Siemens, Areva, Air-
bus... and hundreds of small suppliers of turbines, 
machine tools, valves... are in check. The denunci-
ation of the treaty is not only an explicit support 
by the USA for Saudi Arabia and its allies (Israel, 
Egypt, the United Arab Emirates), above all it is 
another tightening of the screws in the trade war 
that poses a direct threat to China, Russia and 
the EU.

2. The first reaction in the speculative markets is 
an increase in oil prices. The oil market operates 
on the Dollar, which has an immediate effect on 
the expectation of future purchases of the Ameri-
can currency. If the value of transactions in the 
hydrocarbon market will go up because prices will 
rise,  the  demand for  dollars  to  carry out  those 
transactions will also rise. The Euro suffers... and 
the Rouble suffers still more. But for the Peso, the 
currency of an Argentina already wobbling after 
the first bet of the commercial war, the effect is 
lethal. (3)

3) 'Nuevo Curso', 05.05.2018: What’s going on in Argentina? 

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-05-17/what%E2%80%99s-going-on-in-argentina
https://elpais.com/internacional/2018/05/08/argentina/1525812410_093182.html
https://elpais.com/internacional/2018/05/08/argentina/1525812410_093182.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/08/world/middleeast/trump-iran-nuclear-deal.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/08/world/middleeast/trump-iran-nuclear-deal.html
http://igcl.org/Communique-on-the-American
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The workers in the immediate future
The commercial war is the vehicle and the cause 
of more and more economic turbulence and ever 
more  marked  tendencies  toward  generalized 
war. (4)  The  situation  can  only  deteriorate.  Ar-
gentina is a good example. It is certainly a rela-
tively weak country, based on a model of adapta-
tion to imperialism – the characteristic of the “ex-
porting countries” – that allows the bourgeoisies 
that direct them very little freedom of action, as 
we have seen in  Cuba,  Venezuela and as we see 
every day more clearly in  Chile. But the depen-
dence on exports – of merchandise and capital – is 
well present in all capitalism today. If not, Trump 
would not base his entire international strategy on 
the trade balance. Germany would not fear a re-
duction of markets so much. And Spain would not 
present  the  fate  of  South America  as  the main 
geopolitical risk to the EU.

What everyone fears now, and with reason, is the 
succession  of  chain  reactions  rather  than  direct 
effects,  an  economic  and  strategic  domino  in 
which the prices of raw materials, monetary insta-
bilities and the results of instability for financial 
capital produce the open decomposition of entire 
states and ever more serious inter-imperialist colli-
sions.

From the perspective of the workers, we see more 
and more clearly how the struggles located and 
locked in the company are as necessary as insuffi-
cient. (5) That is why at this time the response of 
workers against the labor law or the tariff - at-
tacks unleashed against the whole of the class - 
will  have  repercussions  beyond  Argentina.  The 
mobilizations of workers in Kurdistan and in Iran 
at the turn of the year have shown that both the 
attacks on living and working conditions and the 
tendencies toward war become paralyzed by mas-
sive  class  mobilizations.  The  experience  of 
Tunisia and  Iran also taught us to what extent 
the  alternative  to  self-organization is  the  impo-
tence and the death of the struggles. That is why 

(Translation by ICT, 17.05.2018) 
https://nuevocurso.org/que-esta-pasando-en-argentina/  

4) 'Nuevo Curso', 20.04.2018: Seven reasons why a world war 
is more likely than you might think (Spanish)

5) 'Nuevo Curso', 07.05.2018: What to learn from the 
struggle at Air France? (Spanish)

the development of own organizational forms and 
the affirmation of general demands of all workers 
are key in the struggles to come.

Nuevo Curso, May 9, 2018

Source: Tratado nuclear y rescate argentino dos 
caras de la guerra comercial – Nuevo Curso, May 
09, 2018 https://nuevocurso.org/tratado-nuclear-y-
rescate-argentino-dos-caras-de-la-guerra-comercial/.

Translation: H.C., May 30, 2018

→ Conclusion of “Action against War” (Fragment), page 24. 

The proletarian revolution, which is once more to 
place a new class into power, will also be a long 
historical process, though it may be completed in 
a comparatively much shorter time than the as-
cent of the bourgeoisie to power on account of the 
rapidity  of  economic  development.  This  process 
divides naturally into a number of individual revo-
lutionary actions, which alternate with periods of 
quiet, of peaceful organization and even of peri-
odic collapse. 

For a revolutionary action of this kind it is not 
necessary that the majority of the workers think 
as Socialists, that they must be willing to sacrifice 
all for the Socialist Revolution. Minorities can un-
dertake such actions when they feel that the un-
thinking masses will sympathize with its aim and 
can be swept along by the force of the movement. 
Of course, the might of the proletariat, its organi-
zation and class-consciousness, must have reached 
a certain stage to engage in this revolutionary ac-
tion. And by this action hopefulness, energy and 
proletarian  class-consciousness,  the  solidarity  of 
the  masses,  in  short  the  strength  of  the  prole-
tariat, are strengthened so that they will be capa-
ble  of  undertaking  still  more  difficult  struggles. 
The aim of such an action is not the Revolution. 
These  actions  are  undertaken  to  gain  more  in-
significant ends, that may be termed  important 
reforms.  But the success of the struggle or per-
haps the opposition which necessarily calls forth 
more  energetic  activity,  will  mean  increased 
strength, courage, self-confidence. Aims will grow 
larger  and  higher  as  the  scope  of  the  struggle 
widens. (…) «

(Source: “From the 2nd to the 3rd Internationale. Three 
articles by Anton Pannekoek”.)

http://www.left-dis.nl/uk/AP_3articles.pdf
http://www.left-dis.nl/uk/AP_3articles.pdf
https://nuevocurso.org/tratado-nuclear-y-rescate-argentino-dos-caras-de-la-guerra-comercial/.
https://nuevocurso.org/tratado-nuclear-y-rescate-argentino-dos-caras-de-la-guerra-comercial/.
https://nuevocurso.org/que-aprender-de-la-huelga-de-air-france/
https://nuevocurso.org/que-aprender-de-la-huelga-de-air-france/
https://nuevocurso.org/7-razones-por-las-que-una-guerra-mundial-es-mas-probable-de-lo-que-piensas/
https://nuevocurso.org/7-razones-por-las-que-una-guerra-mundial-es-mas-probable-de-lo-que-piensas/
https://nuevocurso.org/que-esta-pasando-en-argentina/
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As a supplement to this issue of A Free Retriever's Digest we publish a two-part article that intro-
duces the genesis and scope of the major political–theoretical work of GIC, and attempts to clarify the  
main misunderstandings that still mark its reception. This supplement is available for free download on 
our blog: https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com. The following presents a summary of both parts.

Article summary
The  Fundamental  Principles  of  Communist  Pro-
duction and Distribution by the Group of Interna-
tional Communists (GIC) is not just a historical 
text. On the basis of Marx's views and the experi-
ences in the revolutions of 1905 – 1923 in Russia 
and Germany, the GIC addresses the problems that 
will immediately come up after the seizure of polit-
ical power by the working class. The text of the 
GIC was published in 1930 for the first time, in 
German language. Many translations and excerpts 
in multiple languages are based on this first edi-
tion. It is less known that the GIC published a fi-
nal, revised and supplemented, edition in Dutch in 
1935, in which it answered a number of critiques.

By lack of translations and due to partial excerpts 
and a lack of knowledge of the three preliminary 
studies to the  Fundamental Principles, the debate 
on the transitional period between the positions of 
the Dutch and the Italian Communist Lefts has re-
mained hampered until today. For the first time an 
attempt is made to eliminate the two most impor-
tant misunderstandings and critiques by summariz-
ing  these  texts,  hitherto  unknown  outside  the 
Dutch language area, and at the hand of quota-
tions.

This concerns in the first place the ideals of ‘abso-
lute equality’ that are wrongly attributed to the 
GIC, whereas the latter has pointed out the actual 
inequality in a distribution based on the number of 
hours worked, just as Marx had done in his critique 
of the Gotha program.

Secondly, on the basis of the preliminary studies 
and the edition of 1935, the political framework is 
sketched in which the GIC has posed the economic 
problems,  contradicting  its  supposedly  unilateral 
economic approach of the transitional period. 

Particular attention is paid to the misconceptions 
that  were  first  spread  by  Authier  and  Barrot 
(Dauvé) in the French language area, and that are 
continued  by  the  views  of  the  ‘communization’ 
movement.  In  reply,  David  Adam  has  already 
shown that the GIC is not Proudhonistic, but that 
its views on the end of wage labor and value match 
with that of Marx. Here it is demonstrated that 
Authier’s and Barrot’s reference to Bordiga is dubi-
ous and that, in the final pages of his work “The 
economic and social structure of present-day Rus-
sia”, Bordiga falls back on the same “labor stamps” 
that Authier and Barrot have condemned.

The G.I.C. and the Economy of the 
Transition Period

An introductory Article (AFRD Supplement)

Illustration  1:  Front cover  of  the 2nd, revised and supple-
mented edition in Dutch language (G.I.C., January 1935)

https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/
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The Horror, the Horror of World Imperialism
Africa: ‘Klasbatalo Collective’ on Imperialism and the Congo today

» In the late 19th century, the Congo was ripped 
open for its large rubber resources to satisfy capi-
talism’s new found demand for tires,  leading to 
the death of millions of Africans. The horrors of 
the Congo are well known. Pictures of mutilation 
and  death  appear  frequently  in  the  lectures  of 
academics who demand the need to create a more 
humanitarian capitalism. Joseph Conrad’s  ‘Heart 
of Darkness’ appears on many school syllabuses. 
But  despite  literary  suggestions  of  a  problem 
found within the human heart, the truth is the 
problem was to be found in a new epoch of his-
tory that  continues to  this  day:  The  epoch  of  
imperialist capitalism.

It is no longer rubber being craved so viciously in 
the  Congo.  With  the  emergence  and  rapid  ex-
panse of the digital world, the profit hungry net-
works  of  Chinese  mining  companies  as  well  as 
American and Japanese tech companies have cast 
their gaze on the Congo’s cobalt deposits, which 
are so desperately needed for lithium-batteries to 
power smartphones, laptops and electric cars. As 
of 2016, 60% of the world’s Cobalt came from the 
Congo at the expense of the lungs, legs, and lives 
of the Congolese proletariat.

An estimated 100,000 Congolese workers are un-
derground  mining  with  simple  tools  and  few 
safety  regulations.  In  2012  UNICEF  estimated 
that 40,000 children were involved in the mining 
in the south. Children are not just in the mines. 
Many are involved in the washing of collected ores 
in local rivers being paid on average 1 USD a day.

In 2016 up to 25% of the Congo’s  cobalt came 
from “artisanal”  mines. (1)  These  mines are  not 
owned by big Chinese companies, such as Congo 
DongFang International Mining, but are makeshift 
mines by local diggers. They in turn sell their ore 
findings to Chinese mining companies.  Nonethe-
less,  artisanal mining is  on the rise,  with many 
companies favoring to buy artisanal ore due to its 

1) Frankle, Todd. “The Cobalt Pipeline” Washington Post , 30 
Sept. 2016, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/batte
ries/graphite-mining-pollution-in-china/.

cheap price without the necessity to ensure steady 
salaries or safety costs.

The conditions in these “artisanal” mines are hor-
rifying. With little to no safety equipment or pro-
cedures, the threat of collapse, toxic fumes, and 
underground fires are high and frequent. It is not 
uncommon  for  many  miners  to  be  injured  or 
killed in a single accident. In one notable case in 
September 2015, thirteen cobalt miners died when 
a dirt tunnel collapsed in Mabaya, near the Zam-
bia border. In another case, 16 diggers were killed 
by landslides in  Kawama,  followed months later 
by the deaths of 15 diggers in an underground fire 
in  Kolwezi.  One local  inspector  claimed he had 
personally  pulled 36 bodies  from local  artisanal 
mines in the past several years [see note 1]. De-
spite the risks, the ‘free’ workers find themselves 
working in such conditions for two to three dollars 
a day in a world demanding cobalt for the tech-
economy,  often  sleeping  in  the  mines  between 
shifts.

The physical threat of cobalt mining does not end 
in the makeshift tunnels. The environmental dev-
astation has long ranging health effects on the lo-
cal population. Workers and their families working 
in or living near mining areas have been found to 
have urinary concentrations of cobalt that were 43 
times as high as that of a control group, lead lev-
els five times as high, and cadmium and uranium 
levels  four  times  as  high.  The  levels  were  even 
higher in children [see note 1]. Mining regions are 
seeing a prevalence of birth defects previously rare 
or non-existent in the area. Diseases such as holo-
prosencephaly and mermaid syndrome are appear-
ing on the soot-covered stage in these communi-
ties ravaged by global capital’s bitter and desper-
ate search for profits.

Despite  the  warm-sounding  yet  feeble  responses 
by Apple, Samsung, BMW, or Amazon’s Jeff Be-
zos who claimed, “We work closely with our sup-
pliers to ensure they meet our standards and con-
duct a number of audits every year to ensure our  
manufacturing  partners  are  in  compliance  with  
our policies”  [see note 1]. The truth is the bour-

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/batteries/graphite-mining-pollution-in-china/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/batteries/graphite-mining-pollution-in-china/
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geoisie finds itself with an unsortable tension be-
tween class ideology and class interest. As Lukacs 
wrote,  “The  whole  existence  of  the  bourgeoisie  
and its culture is plunged into the most terrible  
crisis… utter sterility of an ideology divorced from  
life,  of  a  more  or  less  conscious  attempt  at  
forgery… a cynicism no less terribly jejune lives on  
in the world-historical irrelevances and nullities of  
its own existence and concerns itself only with the  
defense of that existence and with its own naked  
self-interest”. (2) Its cries of ‘freedom’ and ‘justice’ 
are nothing but the freedom to exploit and the 
justice of their exploitation. It desperately avoids 
the fact that the barbarism of the world is due to 
their own economic order.

Much of the mined cobalt makes its way from the 
Congo  to  China.  In  2016  about  90  percent  of  
China’s cobalt originates in Congo, where Chinese  
firms dominate the mining industry [1]. From here 
the misery is  hoisted upon the Chinese  worker. 
Manufacturing smartphones and electric cars in 
smog filled cities  for low wages.  In March 2018 
China’s  capitalist  appetite  in  cobalt  was  reaf-
firmed when GEM, a Chinese battery maker, said 
it would acquire a third of the cobalt shipped by 
Glencore,  the  world’s  biggest  producer  of  the 
metal, between 2018 and 2020 – equivalent to al-
most half of the world’s 110,000-tonne production 
in 2017. (3) This goes hand in hand with the in-
crease in demand for electric cars, which typically 
requires  5-10  kilograms  of  cobalt  compared  to 
smartphones 5-10 grams.

Despite the overflowing champagne cellars of the 
Chinese  bourgeoisie  and their  loyal  bureaucrats, 
the  exploitation  of  the  Congolese  proletariat  is 
only collected in crumbs by the Chinese worker, 
crumbs which are covered in manufacturing soot. 
Graphite,  another  mineral  necessary  to  produce 
lithium-batteries, is notorious for devastating pol-
lution in the areas where it is used in the manu-
facturing process, contaminating local water sup-
plies and clouding the air with toxic dust covering 
the local crops. The reason for this misery placed 
on the Chinese working class is simple. The manu-
facturing method used in China is cheaper than 

2) Lukacs, Georg, “History and Class Consciousness”, Marxist 
Internet Archive. 1919-1923. 
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lukacs/works/history/
lukacs3.htm.

3) “What if China Corners the Cobalt Market?” Economist,  
24 March, 2018: media.economist.com.

the  one  used  in  other  countries,  where  the 
graphite  is  purified  by  ‘baking’. (4)  Beyond  the 
pollution Chinese workers continue to suffer low 
wages. It is not so distant in the past, that due to 
low and even unpaid wages,  the Chinese  prole-
tariat declared their suffering and antagonism to 
the bourgeois order in  the strike wave of 2014. 
From  all  corners  of  the  earth,  the  imperialist 
world system sows misery, as a bloodsucking class 
of exploiters in competition with each other at-
tempts to find profits which seeps through their 
fingers like sand. All across the [globe] the bour-
geois system is panicked and plunging humanity 
into barbarism to increase the mass of their prof-
its in the face of the inexorable decline in rate of 
profit.

The increasing dominance of Chinese imperialism 
in  Africa  has  not  gone  unnoticed  and  unchal-
lenged by other poles of imperialism. With China 
quickly outpacing the USA with regard to trade in 
Africa, the USA has fallen back on its overwhelm-
ing military strength. As noted “In place of long-
term economic investment, diplomacy and politi-
cal partnership, the US is using its overwhelming  
military superiority to encroach on Africa under  
the guise of ‘fighting terrorism’. But the real pur-
pose for increasing US military strength in Africa  
is  about  securing  strategic  economic  interests  
cheaply, using military power as opposed to com-
mitting  financial  investment  in  the  way  that  
China is doing”. (5) Compared with China’s one 
naval base in the Horn of Africa the US retains 
military bases in 49 out 54 African countries. (6)

The increase in militarism corresponding with im-
perialist economic competition is that of one shoe 
falling after another. As Bukharin understood, it 
is inherent to the logic of the world imperialist 
system. With the immense concentration and cen-
tralization of capital in its imperialist epoch the 
birth of massive state-capitalist trusts were born. 

4) Whoriskey, Peter, “In Your Phone, In Their Air”, Washing-
ton Post, 2 Oct, 2016: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/batte
ries/graphite-mining-pollution-in-china/  

5) Ergosum, “the Hidden Scramble for Africa's Resources”, 
Leftcom,. 7 Nov , 2017: 
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-11-14/the-
hidden-scramble-for-africa’s-resources.

6) Ergosum, “China Openly Declares It’s Imperialist ambi-
tions”, Leftcom. 3 Nov, 2017: 
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-11-04/china-
openly-declares-its-imperialist-ambitions.

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-11-04/china-openly-declares-its-imperialist-ambitions
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-11-04/china-openly-declares-its-imperialist-ambitions
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-11-14/the-hidden-scramble-for-africa%E2%80%99s-resources
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-11-14/the-hidden-scramble-for-africa%E2%80%99s-resources
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/batteries/graphite-mining-pollution-in-china/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/batteries/graphite-mining-pollution-in-china/
https://media.economist.com/news/finance-and-economics/21739161-nickel-could-make-good-substituteprovided-car-batteries-dont-catch-fire-what-if
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lukacs/works/history/lukacs3.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lukacs/works/history/lukacs3.htm
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With competition in the “national” economy on 
the decline, capitalist competition is to be played 
out on the international arena among massive cen-
tralized trusts tied intricately to the state. As he 
stated  clearly  in  ‘Imperialism  and  the  World  
Economy’ “the struggle between state capitalist  
trusts is decided in the first place be the relation  
between  their  military  forces,  for  the  military  
power  of  the  country  is  the  last  resort  of  the  
struggling  ‘national’  groups  of  capitalists”. (7) 
Thus, in all arenas of imperialist competition lies 
the threat of war between competing states. It is 
only through a Marxist lens that the continuous 
regional wars which have been so devastating to 
the working class can be understood.

While this short text is primarily focused on im-
perialism in the Congo and the misery of the Con-
golese workers, it cannot be forgotten that the im-
perialist system is the threatening shadow behind 
every worker. The fierce competition of the capi-
talist class has caused the horrendous conditions 
of the Congolese miners, the polluted air of the 
Chinese manufacturing towns, and the malicious 
austerity  in the Western world.  It  is  the ruling 
class’s own order which has caused regional wars 
to erupt all over the globe, leading to the loss of 
the lives of so many workers.  It is only the ex-
ploited class which can end this barbarous system 
by uniting its struggles as a class and by taking 
up the historic task before it. The unification of 
the class is the role of the communist party. It is 
only a party that can properly take the full thread 
of the working classes history and sow it into a 
program that projects into the future communist 
society.  The  construction  of  this  international 
party remains the foremost task of revolutionaries 
today. «

Klasbatalo Collective, Tuesday, May 15, 2018

Source: The Horror, the Horror of World Imperialism  
– Klasbatalo http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-
05-15/the-horror-the-horror-of-world-imperialism

Translation and annotations: CWO

7) Bukharin, Nikolai, “Imperialism and the World Economy”, 
Marxist Internet Archive, 1915-19-17: 
https://www.marxists.org/archive/bukharin/works/1917/i
mperial/11.htm.

Left-dis translation and publishing project: 
Re-edition of texts by the G.I.C. on the 

period of transition
An appeal for collaborators.

Some comrades  work together  on new or  first 
editions of important contributions by the Group 
of International Communists (G.I.C.) in several 
languages:

1. Their main work:  "Fundamental  Principles  
of  communist  production  and  distribution" 
(the 2nd, revised and completed edition of 1935 
in Dutch language)

2. Its three preliminary studies:

a) 'Marxism and State Communism, the 
withering away of the State' (sources: 1927 ar-
ticle publication in German, 1932 pamphlet edi-
tion in Dutch,);

b) 'Notes on communist economy' (source: 
1928 article publication in Dutch)

c) 'The development of the peasant's en-
terprise. Trends in agriculture' (source: 1932 
pamphlet in Dutch language)

The primary sources are available in Dutch lan-
guage.

Some of the preliminary texts have recently been 
republished  and/or  translated  in  German  or 
English on  http://www.left-dis.nl/.  Our long 
term project is, of course, to produce several an-
notated  language  editions  of  “Fundamental  
Principles” in its completed version.

We are looking for collaborators who, on a regu-
lar basis, are capable of:

•making transcriptions from stencil or image 
scans (Dutch);
•translating texts from Dutch and other lan-
guages into notably English, German, French or 
Spanish; 
•proofreading and correcting of transcriptions 
and translations.

Should you be interested in contributing to this 
project, please contact us by sending your e-mail 
to:  info@left-dis.nl on the subject of:  “GIC-
Translations.”

mailto:info@left-dis.nl
http://www.left-dis.nl/
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-05-15/the-horror-the-horror-of-world-imperialism
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-05-15/the-horror-the-horror-of-world-imperialism
https://www.marxists.org/archive/bukharin/works/1917/imperial/11.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/bukharin/works/1917/imperial/11.htm


Action against War
Anton Pannekoek in ‘New Review’, 1915 (Fragment)

» It is not enough for the workers to oppose war, 
every war, to refuse to be led astray by the cry of 
national defense. They must also have the power 
and the means to prevent war. (1)

In the  International Socialist Review for Novem-
ber a writer rightly condemns the European So-
cialists in no measured terms for having violated 
their  duty  as  Socialists.  (…)  Germany,  not  to 
speak of the others, was not ready for a proletar-
ian revolution.

(…) let us first examine the meaning of the word 
"revolution." What seems in the distant horizon a 
single fine streak of color becomes, as we approach 
it a broad landscape with hills and valleys, full of 
variation. So a revolution, which in the distance 
looms up as one indivisible final goal, as one sin-
gle, glowing deed, becomes as we approach it a 
whole historical period with peculiar characteris-
tics,  full  of  charges,  of  ascents  and descents,  of 
great  events  and  deadening  reverses.  He  who 
stands far from the goal in the midst of the first 
period of propaganda and rallying of forces, in the 
first  period  of  the  workers'  awakening,  is  right 
when he points to the revolution as something in 
the distant future, as the signal for all great com-
ing changes. There lies the mountain, the glowing 
summit, whose view inspires us with courage and 
patience as  we painfully  force  our way through 
thicket and morass.  But when the great masses 
have been organized and are filled with the spirit 
of Socialism, then Revolution ceases to be an ideal 
and  becomes  a  practical  question.  The  distant 
ideal becomes definite, difficult practice. How shall 
we go on? He who stands at the foot of the moun-
tain still has the most difficult, the nearest way to 
go. 

Now only can he see it plainly. This was, approxi-
mately, the position of the German working-class 
movement. To the comrades in other countries it 
seemed so large, so mighty, so strong, that they 
asked: Why do not the Germans make a Revolu-
tion? In reality they but stood at the foot of the 

1) From: NEW TACTICS AGAINST WAR, BASIS OF A 
NEW INTERNATIONAL BY ANTON PANNEKOEK. In:  
New Review, Vol. III, Nr 2, February 1915, p. 61-70.

mountain. In reality the German saw most clearly 
how difficult, how great a struggle still remained, 
how far off still was victory and Socialism. 

Revolutions are not made; they grow out of deeds, 
movements,  struggles,  when  circumstances  have 
become ripe. This ripeness of conditions depends 
upon the existence of a revolutionary class inter-
nally  so  strong,  possessing  such  great  social 
power, that every struggle, every action, results in 
a  victory.  The  great  French  Revolution,  for  in-
stance, was a long chain of rebellions, of meetings 
of  delegated  bodies,  of  peaceful  legislation  and 
bloody wars. 

It was due to the strength and the stubborn self-
confidence of the middle class that the beginning, 
the calling of the “Generalstände” (2) for the alle-
viation of the financial straits of its governments, 
culminated in the Revolution.  Every courageous 
word,  every bold deed,  every bitter  battle  with 
the government aroused energy and enthusiasm in 
thousands and drew them into the struggle. Their 
determination  forced  the  government  to  make 
concessions,  but each new concession,  each new 
attempt at suppression weakened the position of 
the government. The first representatives that met 
in 1789 had only modest aims; they hardly knew 
the strength of their own class. Only during the 
Revolution and through it, their strength and the 
strength  of  the  middle  class  grew and with  its 
power grew its demands. In 1848 we see similar 
developments. The immediate cause was a parlia-
mentary conflict between the middle class opposi-
tion  and  the  government.  The  prohibition  of  a 
public demonstration resulted in tumults,  which 
fed by the deep dissatisfaction of the masses and 
the small bourgeoisie grew until the whole govern-
mental  system was overthrown.  And if  we  look 
upon the Revolution in a still wider sense, as the 
conquest of power by the new class of the bour-
geoisie, we see a process that lasted for hundreds 
of years, bitter class struggles alternating with pe-
riods of quiet growth of economic power. 

→ To be continued on page 19.

2) Estates General or ‘états généraux’. See for instance 
“Estates General of 1789” at Wikipedia.

The next release of A Free Retriever's Digest is envisaged by the end of July. 
Please send your notifications and contributions ultimately on Sunday July 15th, 2018.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estates_General_of_1789
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