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From the Editor

Saturday, March 31, 2018

L.S.
In this issue we present both articles on burning questions of actuality and texts on the lessons to draw 
from the experience of the past historical struggles of the proletariat.

The last part of this revue (page 22 ff.) is devoted to articles related to the evolution of the interna-
tional situation, and the questions this poses to politicized minorities of the proletariat.

A series of three articles by ‘Nuevo Curso’ on the international situation treat the recent stepping up of 
the trade war by the USA (via its tariff policies on steel and aluminum), the conflicting situation the  
EU finds itself in, and notably the difficulties for its French-German axis. The latest escalation of im-
perialist conflicts over Syria, through the Turkish invasion of the Afrin canton, calls for a reminder on 
what is proletarian internationalism , and what it is not. A contribution by Fredo Corvo, critical of 
some internationalist groups’ tendency to fall into the trap of supporting one of the imperialist alliances,  
treats this question. Finally, the international situation is not only marked by the exacerbation of impe-
rialist rivalries and barbarity, but shows a reawakening of the proletariat as well, in and through class 
struggles that come up against the tide. A summary overview by the IGCL tries to establish this impor -
tant aspect of the international situation and welcomes the emergence of new expressions of political mi-
norities.

In the history sections, Willy Huhn’s “Lenin as a Utopian” (1948) develops an important contribution, 
we think, to the critique of Leninism, as a specific conception of the character and role of revolution-
ary minorities and their organizations, one that still has a large and unfortunately negative impact in 
the contemporary proletarian political milieu.

Secondly, in the centennial year of the proletarian mass movement in Germany that obliged the bour-
geoisies to halt the First World War, a well researched text by Philippe Bourrinet treats the impact of  
the Russian revolution in Germany 1914 – 1918, both at the level of the mass strike and at that of 
the proletariat’s revolutionary minorities. This presentation will also be available as a separate edition, 
free for use at colloquiums and discussions that can be expected in the course of this year.

The setting up of a web blog for A Free Retriever’s Digest has advanced to the point that is up to some 
final testing and updates before launch in the course of this spring. Readers interested in providing some ini-
tial feedback may apply for a preview via https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/, or by e-mail to the editor.

Internationalist regards,

Henry Cinnamon

A Free Retriever's Digest aims at presenting publications that are relevant for discussions within the internationalist 
milieu in general, and among the groups and circles who claim adherence to the international communist left(s) in particular. It 
intends to provide comments and a space for discussion.

Readers are invited to send in notifications of publications by e-mail, abstracts and reviews of relevant books, articles or texts,  
and presentations at discussion meetings. Contributions should be written in English and may not exceed 3,000 words. Included 
bibliographical references and internet links should be exact.

Articles and contributions express the views of their authors. Publication is at the discretion of the editor. They may be freely  
adopted if correctly quoted with source reference. A notification thereof is highly appreciated. 

 The editor’s e-mail address: afreeretriever@gmail.com.

https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/
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Selected Articles & News Feeds
January 29 – March 18, 2018 (week no.’s 5 – 11)

The international Situation
Editorials and main articles by internationalist groups

1 Title: Capitalism’s Crisis of Stagnation and Austerity
Published on: January 30, 2018
Author(s): CWO
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-01-30/capitalism%E2%80%99s-crisis-of-

stagnation-and-austerity
Subject: The general situation of capitalism
Genre: Editorial
Length (words): 1,827
Remarks: Revolutionary Perspectives, Series 4, No. 11, Winter 2017/18

2 Title: China: Long Held US Fears Becoming Reality?
Published on: February 13, 2018
Author(s): Ergosum
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-02-13/china-long-held-us-fears-becoming-

reality
Subject: “The current USA-China rivalry will be the axis around which any conflict will 

take place.”
Genre: Article
Length (words): 8,351
Remarks: Follow-up of “Russia, China and the USA’s New World Disorder” in Revolutionary 

Perspectives 09) and “China Openly Declares Its Imperialist Ambitions” 

3 Title: First Skirmishes of the Massive Confrontations between the Classes
Published on: February 20, 2018
Author(s): Normand, February 3rd 2018.
Web link: http://igcl.org/First-Skirmishes-of-the-Massive
Subject: the international dynamic of workers’ struggles
Genre: Editorial
Length (words): 1,648
Remarks: ‘Revolution or War’ No. 9, Journal of the IGCL, (biannual) February 2018.

The article can also be read on page 34.

4 Title: China – Xi Jinping’s global power grab
Published on: March 8, 2018
Author(s): News & Letters
Web link: https://newsandletters.org/editorial-china-xi-jinpings-global-power-grab/
Subject: The power bid and threat of Chinese imperialism
Genre: Editorial
Length (words): 1,164
Remarks: News & Letters, March-April 2018.

5 Title: All That Glitters 
Published on: February 20, 2018
Author(s): Insurgent Notes Editors
Web link: http://insurgentnotes.com/2018/02/editorial-all-that-glitters/
Subject: Presentation of the new release of Insurgent Notes
Genre: Editorial
Length (words): 1,580
Remarks:

http://insurgentnotes.com/2018/02/editorial-all-that-glitters/
https://newsandletters.org/editorial-china-xi-jinpings-global-power-grab/
http://igcl.org/First-Skirmishes-of-the-Massive
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-11-04/china-openly-declares-its-imperialist-ambitions
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-02-13/china-long-held-us-fears-becoming-reality
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-02-13/china-long-held-us-fears-becoming-reality
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-01-30/capitalism%E2%80%99s-crisis-of-stagnation-and-austerity
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-01-30/capitalism%E2%80%99s-crisis-of-stagnation-and-austerity
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Inter-imperialist conflicts and proletarian Internationalism
Near and Middle East; Next stage in the war in Syria: Afrin, Ghouta

1 Title: SYRIA: THE LONG WAR THAT NEVER ENDS
Published on: February 16, 2018
Author(s): FD (Battaglia Comunista, ICT) February 12th, 2018
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-02-16/syria-the-long-war-that-never-ends
Subject: “the conflict in Syria has moved into a more dangerous phase of direct conflict 

between the great powers”
Genre: Analysis
Length (words): 1,914
Remarks:

2 Title: About the Turkish army’s aggression on the canton of Afrin (Rojava)
Published on: February 21, 2018
Author(s): T.L. February 19th, 2018 
Web link: http://libcom.org/news/about-turkish-army-s-aggression-canton-afrin-rojava-

21022018
Subject: The “operation olive tree”
Genre: Blog update on the military operation in Afrin
Length (words): 897
Remarks: With a blog discussion

3 Title: For the People of Eastern Ghouta, Syria
Published on: March 3, 2018
Author(s): Zachary Medeiros
Web link: https://cprsj.wordpress.com/2018/03/03/for-the-people-of-eastern-ghouta-syria/
Subject: The war on Ghouta, East of Damas 
Genre: Statement of the Coalition for Peace, Revolution, and Social Justice on March 1, 

2018.
Length (words): 990
Remarks:

4 Title: Is the defense of Afrin proletarian internationalism?
Published on: March 5, 2018
Author(s): Fredo Corvo
Web link: http://libcom.org/blog/defense-afrin-proletarian-internationalism-05032018
Subject: Apropos of Marxist-humanist frontist leanings
Genre: Critique
Length (words): 3,545
Remarks: The article can be read on page 23.

5 Title: Massacres in Syria, refugees in the Mediterranean: Capitalism is war, 
poverty and barbed wire

Published on: March 15, 2018
Author(s): PA, 3.3.18
Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201803/15092/massacres-syria-refugees-

mediterranean-capitalism-war-poverty-and-barbed-wire
Subject: War massacres and refugee crisis
Genre: Article
Length (words): 1,807
Remarks:

6 Title: In Syria only solution: ‘revolution, revolution’
Published on: March 12, 2018
Author(s): Free Syria Activists
Web link: https://newsandletters.org/syria-solution-revolution-revolution/
Subject: Chicago solidarity demonstration
Genre: Statement
Length (words): 639
Remarks:

https://newsandletters.org/syria-solution-revolution-revolution/
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201803/15092/massacres-syria-refugees-mediterranean-capitalism-war-poverty-and-barbed-wire
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201803/15092/massacres-syria-refugees-mediterranean-capitalism-war-poverty-and-barbed-wire
http://libcom.org/blog/defense-afrin-proletarian-internationalism-05032018
https://cprsj.wordpress.com/2018/03/03/for-the-people-of-eastern-ghouta-syria/
http://libcom.org/news/about-turkish-army-s-aggression-canton-afrin-rojava-21022018
http://libcom.org/news/about-turkish-army-s-aggression-canton-afrin-rojava-21022018
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-02-16/syria-the-long-war-that-never-ends
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7 Title: Syria and International solidarity
Published on: March 12, 2018
Author(s): Gerry Emmett, March 3, 2018
Web link: https://newsandletters.org/world-view-syria-international-solidarity/
Subject: Apropos the Syrian regime’s onslaught on Goutha  
Genre: Statement in section ‘World in View’
Length (words): 821
Remarks: Expresses the Position that a “revolution” would have started in Syria in 2011.

Workers’ Struggles in the Middle East
The awakening of the proletariat in Iraqi Kurdistan and Iran (II)

1 Title: The movement in Iran is a practical refutation of Leninism
Published on: March 1, 2018
Author(s): Fredo Corvo
Web link: http://libcom.org/blog/movement-iran-practical-refutation-leninism-01032018
Subject: Critique of ‘Leninist’ visions of the workers’ struggle
Genre: Debate within the communist Left
Length (words): 2,667
Remarks: First published in AFRD Vol.2 #01 (February 1, 2018)

2 Title: From Gaza to Iran to the whole World… Down with the exploiters!
Published on: March 19, 2018
Author(s): TŘÍDNÍ VÁLKA # CLASS WAR 
Web link: https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/class-war-062018-from-gaza-to-iran-to-the-

whole-world-down-with-the-exploiters/
Subject: the proletarian mobilization in Iraqi Kurdistan and Iran end 2017
Genre: Review article and topic edition; statement of position
Length (words): 3,600
Remarks: TŘÍDNÍ VÁLKA / CLASS WAR Issue #6, Winter 2017/18 (Bulletin, 8 p. A4)

Workers’ Struggles in China, Europe and the USA
China, Italy, UK, USA

1 Title: Has the Workers’ Protest at FAW-VW Ended? China
Published on: January 15, 2018
Author(s): Xia Nü
Web link: http://www.gongchao.org/2018/01/15/has-the-workers-protest-at-faw-vw-ended/
Subject: “On December 21, FAW-VW suddenly offered all the temporary agency workers five-

year contracts”
Genre: Strike report
Length (words): 1,224
Remarks: Follow-up from  “The Germans don’t care. So it’s on us to fight!” (Oct.09, 2018)

2 Title: Solidarity with the GDN Logistics workers Italy
Published on: February 10, 2018
Author(s): Battaglia Comunista, February 1, 2018
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-02-10/solidarity-with-the-gdn-logistics-

workers
Subject: Struggle of logistic workers in Pavia
Genre: Statement of position
Length (words): 1,803
Remarks:

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-02-10/solidarity-with-the-gdn-logistics-workers
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-02-10/solidarity-with-the-gdn-logistics-workers
http://www.gongchao.org/2017/10/09/temp-workers-at-faw-vw-in-china-in-struggle/
http://www.gongchao.org/2018/01/15/has-the-workers-protest-at-faw-vw-ended/
https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/class-war-062018-from-gaza-to-iran-to-the-whole-world-down-with-the-exploiters/
https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/class-war-062018-from-gaza-to-iran-to-the-whole-world-down-with-the-exploiters/
http://libcom.org/blog/movement-iran-practical-refutation-leninism-01032018
https://newsandletters.org/world-view-syria-international-solidarity/
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3 Title: Low wages, long hours, management bullies: Nothing can be done?! Something 
is being done!

UK

Published on: February 19, 2018
Author(s): Angry Workers World (Blog)
Web link: https://libcom.org/blog/low-wages-long-hours-management-bullies-nothing-can-be-

done-something-being-done-19022018
Subject: “Examples from Adelie in Southall, Royal Mail in Greenford, Sofology in Park Royal 

and XPO/House of Fraser in Milton Keynes.”
Genre: Article denouncing casual work / precarity and its abuses
Length (words): 2,672
Remarks: WorkersWildWest no.7 – distributed in 2,000 copies in front of local factories, 

job centres and housing estates.

4 Title: Lecturers and support staff rebel as union pushes poor pension offer UK
Published on: March 13, 2018
Author(s): libcom
Web link: http://libcom.org/news/lecturers-rebel-union-pushes-poor-pension-offer-13032018
Subject: Protest by UK University lecturers and support staff against pension cuts
Genre: Strike news article
Length (words): 1,071
Remarks:

5 Title: Nationwide Demonstration to Save the National Health Service UK
Published on: March 17, 2018
Author(s): F. Whitman and R. Keller
Web link: https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/uk-news/nationwide-demonstration-to-

save-the-national-health-service.html
Subject: Protests against the deterioration of the NHS (‘winter crisis’), with Docs-no-cops 
Genre: Strike news article
Length (words): 865
Remarks:

6 Title: West Virginia: Extend the Strike, Build Long Term Power USA
Published on: February 27, 2018
Author(s): IWW
Web link: http://libcom.org/news/west-virginia-extend-strike-build-long-term-power-27022018
Subject: Conflict apropos of the Public Employees Insurance Agency (PEIA)
Genre: Leaflet “The Power of Working Class Solidarity”
Length (words): 2,630
Remarks:

7 Title: West Virginia School Employees Strike Sold Out? USA
Published on: March 11, 2018
Author(s): ASm (IWG), March 8, 2018
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-03-11/west-virginia-school-employees-

strike-sold-out
Subject: Rank and file school employees’ action and the threat of an extension to Telecom 

workers.
Genre: Strike news and statement
Length (words): 1,033
Remarks:

7 Title: A New Era (CUNY Struggle) USA
Published on: March 11, 2018
Author(s): CUNY Struggle
Web link: http://insurgentnotes.com/2018/03/a-new-era/
Subject: Struggle in New York City university education
Genre: Blog article (adopted)
Length (words): 1,696
Remarks:

http://insurgentnotes.com/2018/03/a-new-era/
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-03-11/west-virginia-school-employees-strike-sold-out
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-03-11/west-virginia-school-employees-strike-sold-out
http://libcom.org/news/west-virginia-extend-strike-build-long-term-power-27022018
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/uk-news/nationwide-demonstration-to-save-the-national-health-service.html
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/uk-news/nationwide-demonstration-to-save-the-national-health-service.html
http://libcom.org/news/lecturers-rebel-union-pushes-poor-pension-offer-13032018
https://libcom.org/blog/low-wages-long-hours-management-bullies-nothing-can-be-done-something-being-done-19022018
https://libcom.org/blog/low-wages-long-hours-management-bullies-nothing-can-be-done-something-being-done-19022018
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Historical communist Left
Documents and Historiography

1 Title: Nation ou classe? La question nationale (extrait de l'édition de la Gauche 
germano-hollandaise, 2018)

French

Published on: February 4, 2018
Author(s): Philippe Bourrinet
Web link: http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2018/02/i-nation-ou-classe-la-question-nationale-

comme-tous-les-tribunistes-comme-les-bolcheviks-pannekoek-soulignait-en-1909-que-
le-sociali

Subject: National question
Genre: Historiography of the Communist Left
Length (words): 3,957
Remarks: Pre-publication from the new edition of a History of the German-Dutch communist 

Left

2 Title: La question de la religion avant 1914, selon le marxisme de gauche French
Published on: February 7, 2018
Author(s): Philippe Bourrinet
Web link: http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2018/02/la-question-de-la-religion-avant1914-

selon-le-marxisme-de-gauche.html
Subject: Question of religion
Genre: Historiography of the Communist Left
Length (words): 3,427
Remarks:

3 Title: Pannekoek, révisionnisme, réformisme et aristocratie ouvrière French
Published on: February 15, 2018
Author(s): Philippe Bourrinet
Web link: http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2018/02/pannekoek-revisionnisme-reformisme-et-

aristocratie-ouvriere.html
Subject: Revisionism, reformism and “worker’s aristocracy” by Pannekoek 
Genre: Historiography of the Communist Left
Length (words): 3,427
Remarks:

4 Title: Von der bürgerlichen zur proletarischen Revolution German
Published on: March 5, 2018
Author(s): Otto Rühle
Web link: http://swiderstand.blogsport.de/2018/03/05/von-der-buergerlichen-zur-

proletarischen-revolution-mit-einem-nachwort/
Subject: Excerpt on the counterrevolutionary character of trades unionism
Genre: Pamphlet announcement; reprint of a text by Rühle from 1924
Length (words): 2,248
Remarks: With an afterword by Nelke

The October Revolution 1917 and the Revolutionary Wave 1917 - 1923
Views on the rise and fal l of the proletarian uprisings 

1 Title: Massenstreiks gegen den Krieg in Deutschland (1914-1918) German
Published on: January 27, 2018
Author(s): Nelke (Soziale Befreiung)
Web link: http://swiderstand.blogsport.de/2018/01/27/massenstreiks-gegen-den-krieg-in-

deutschland-1914-1918/
Subject: Chapter from a pamphlet on mass strikes in Germany against the War (1914 – 1918)
Genre: Presentation
Length (words): 4,667
Remarks: Pamphlet: Schriften zum Klassenkampf III (2014)

http://swiderstand.blogsport.de/2018/01/27/massenstreiks-gegen-den-krieg-in-deutschland-1914-1918/
http://swiderstand.blogsport.de/2018/01/27/massenstreiks-gegen-den-krieg-in-deutschland-1914-1918/
http://swiderstand.blogsport.de/2018/03/05/von-der-buergerlichen-zur-proletarischen-revolution-mit-einem-nachwort/
http://swiderstand.blogsport.de/2018/03/05/von-der-buergerlichen-zur-proletarischen-revolution-mit-einem-nachwort/
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2018/02/pannekoek-revisionnisme-reformisme-et-aristocratie-ouvriere.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2018/02/pannekoek-revisionnisme-reformisme-et-aristocratie-ouvriere.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2018/02/la-question-de-la-religion-avant1914-selon-le-marxisme-de-gauche.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2018/02/la-question-de-la-religion-avant1914-selon-le-marxisme-de-gauche.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2018/02/i-nation-ou-classe-la-question-nationale-comme-tous-les-tribunistes-comme-les-bolcheviks-pannekoek-soulignait-en-1909-que-le-sociali
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2018/02/i-nation-ou-classe-la-question-nationale-comme-tous-les-tribunistes-comme-les-bolcheviks-pannekoek-soulignait-en-1909-que-le-sociali
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2018/02/i-nation-ou-classe-la-question-nationale-comme-tous-les-tribunistes-comme-les-bolcheviks-pannekoek-soulignait-en-1909-que-le-sociali
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2 Title: 1918: the revolution criticises its errors
Published on: February 2, 2018
Author(s): CDW, Autumn 1999
Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201802/14786/1918-revolution-criticises-

its-errors
Subject: the dynamic of the class struggle 1918
Genre: Reprint from: International Review no 99, October 1999
Length (words): 8,057

3 Title: Willy Huhn: Lenin und die russische Revolution German
Published on: February 5, 2018
Author(s): Willy Huhn (Pro und Contra, 1. Jg. Nr. 7, Berlin 1950) 
Web link: https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2018/02/05/willy-huhn-lenin-und-die-

russische-revolution/
Subject: Critique of Leninism and Bolshevism
Genre: Transcription, with language corrections and additional annotations
Length (words): 6,071
Remarks: Supplement to Jochen Gester “Auf der Suche nach Rosas Erbe. Der deutsche Marxist 

Willy Huhn (1909-1970)”, Berlin, Die Buchmacherei, 2017. (A shorter text by Huhn: 
‘Lenin as an Utopian’ can be read on page 11).

4 Title: Working Class Struggles in the World from 1917 to 1923
Published on: February 21, 2018
Author(s): Normand
Web link: http://igcl.org/Working-Class-Struggles-in-the
Subject: Mass strike movements 1917 - 1923
Genre: Overview article
Length (words): 3,082

5 Title: Rosa Luxemburg’s The Russian Revolution
Published on: March 5, 2018
Author(s): Onorato Damen, [Date ?]
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-03-05/rosa-luxemburg%E2%80%99s-the-

russian-revolution
Subject: Luxemburg’s critique of the revolution in Russia 
Genre: Review by the Italian Left
Length (words): 2,532

6 Title: Aufstieg und Fall der Arbeitermacht in Russland German
Published on: March 14, 2018
Author(s): Rainer Thomann & Anita Friedetzky
Web link: https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2018/03/14/aufstieg-und-fall-der-

arbeitermacht-in-russland/
Subject: Introduction to the rapid rise and fall of the workers’ power in Russia
Genre: Preface
Length (words): 3,991
Remarks: Book title:  Aufstieg und Fall der Arbeitermacht in Russland. €24,00. 682 pages. 

ISBN 978-3-00-057043-8. Includes the minutes of the Putilov factory committee.

Feminism against Socialism
Marxist critiques apropos of the 8 March ral lies

1 Title: Rosa Luxemburgo contra el feminismo Spanish
Published on: February 12, 2018
Author(s): Nuevo Curso
Web link: https://nuevocurso.org/rosa-luxemburgo-contra-el-feminismo/
Subject: The position of Luxemburg and Zetkin (at the time of the Socialist International)
Genre: History of the workers’ movement; Marxists
Length (words): 2,118
Remarks: Deserves translation

https://nuevocurso.org/rosa-luxemburgo-contra-el-feminismo/
http://diebuchmacherei.de/produkt/aufstieg-und-fall-der-arbeitermacht-in-russland/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2018/03/14/aufstieg-und-fall-der-arbeitermacht-in-russland/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2018/03/14/aufstieg-und-fall-der-arbeitermacht-in-russland/
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-03-05/rosa-luxemburg%E2%80%99s-the-russian-revolution
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-03-05/rosa-luxemburg%E2%80%99s-the-russian-revolution
http://igcl.org/Working-Class-Struggles-in-the
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2018/02/05/willy-huhn-lenin-und-die-russische-revolution/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2018/02/05/willy-huhn-lenin-und-die-russische-revolution/
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201802/14786/1918-revolution-criticises-its-errors
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201802/14786/1918-revolution-criticises-its-errors
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2 Title: Suffragism or communism?
Published on: February 17, 2018
Author(s): Craftwork, 12.2.18
Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201802/14901/suffragism-or-communism
Subject: Critique of feminism, with reference to Sylvia Pankhurst
Genre: History of the workers’ movement; Marxists
Length (words): 1,126
Remarks:

3 Title: Feminist Strike?
Published on: March 8, 2018
Author(s): Nuevo Curso, March 3, 2018
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-03-08/feminist-strike
Subject: Apropos of the feminist manifestations in Spain and elsewhere
Genre: Article
Length (words): 1,732
Remarks: CWO translation & introduction. Has caused some upheaval among libertarians on 

http://libcom.org/library/feminist-strike-nuevo-curso

Discussion topics in the proletarian internationalist Milieu
Internationalism; New Voices, Period of Transition; Autonomism; Movements of 1968

1 Title: ¿Por qué estalló la IVª Internacional? Spanish
Published on: February 8, 2018
Author(s): Nuevo Curso
Web link: https://nuevocurso.org/por-que-estallo-la-iva-internacional/
Subject: The demise of Trotskyism as a proletarian current 
Genre: Blog article
Length (words): 1,568
Remarks: Deserves translation

2 Title: Was ist proletarischer Internationalismus? German
Published on: February 15, 2018
Author(s): Arbeiterstimmen
Web link: https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2018/02/15/was-ist-proletarischer-

internationalismus/
Subject: Proletarian internationalism
Genre: Extracts from texts by the historical communist Lefts 
Length (words): 5,139
Remarks: Apropos of a false defense of “oppressed peoples” (cf. Rojava, Afrin)

3 Title: New Communist Voices : Nuevo Curso (Spain) and Workers’ Offensive (United 
States)

Published on: February 20, 2018
Author(s): RL, February 2018
Web link: http://igcl.org/New-Communist-Voices-Nuevo-Curso
Subject: Proletarian internationalist milieu
Genre: Overview article and estimations
Length (words): 1,352
Remarks: Revolution or War No. 9

4 Title: Debate on the Period of Transition between Capitalism and Communism
Published on: February 21, 2018
Author(s): IGCL (Introduction)
Web link: http://igcl.org/Debate-on-the-Period-of-Transition
Subject: Period of Transition
Genre: Position Document by the ICC and a critical reply by the IBRP, 1979.
Length (words): 9,746
Remarks: Revolution or War No. 9

http://igcl.org/Debate-on-the-Period-of-Transition
http://igcl.org/New-Communist-Voices-Nuevo-Curso
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2018/02/15/was-ist-proletarischer-internationalismus/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2018/02/15/was-ist-proletarischer-internationalismus/
https://nuevocurso.org/por-que-estallo-la-iva-internacional/
http://libcom.org/library/feminist-strike-nuevo-curso
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-03-08/feminist-strike
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201802/14901/suffragism-or-communism
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5 Title: Autonomism – “Many Flowers Little Fruit”
Published on: February 21, 2018
Author(s): CP, January 15, 2018
Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-02-21/autonomism-%E2%80%93-%E2%80%9Cmany-

flowers-little-fruit%E2%80%9D-1
Subject: Autonomism / Autonomia Operaia
Genre: Debate with Mouvement Communiste
Length (words): 4,119
Remarks: A reply to the comments and criticisms of the article “Autonomism – Cutting the 

Ground from under Marxism” (RP #10)

6 Title: Where Was Marx in 1968? An Invitation From the Editors of Insurgent Notes
Published on: March 11, 2018
Author(s): Insurgent Notes
Web link: http://insurgentnotes.com/2018/03/where-was-marx-in-1968-an-invitation-from-the-

editors-of-insurgent-notes/
Subject: a symposium/roundtable discussion on the events and consequences of 1968
Genre: Appeal for contributions
Length (words): 1,609
Remarks: Those interested in contributing are asked to submit a brief description of what 

they would like to write about to editors@insurgentnotes.com. The deadline for 
submission of articles is April 30, 2018.

Miscellaneous Topics 
China, Climate change, Left economic nationalism, Obituary

1 Title: The Hermit and the Empire: China after the Collapse of the Developmental 
Regime

Published on: February 6, 2018
Author(s): Chuǎng
Web link: http://chuangcn.org/2018/02/hermit/
Subject: From the second issue of Chuǎng,scheduled in 2018. Introduction to the 2nd part of 

a 3-part economic history of China.
Genre: Background article
Length (words): 5,541

2 Title: Climate change: What is to be done? Part 3 – Conclusion
Published on: February 7, 2018
Author(s): José A. Tapia
Web link: https://brooklynrail.org/2018/02/field-notes/Climate-Change
Subject: Climate change - policy options discussed
Genre: Background article
Length (words): 6,069

3 Title: Fantasies of Secession: A Critique of Left Economic Nationalism
Published on: February 7, 2018
Author(s): Jamie Merchant
Web link: https://brooklynrail.org/2018/02/field-notes/Fantasies-of-Secession-A-Critique-of-

Left-Economic-Nationalism
Subject: What are the perspectives for a left Neo-Keynesian revival ? 
Genre: Essay
Length (words): 6,067

4 Title: Our comrade Jonas, our friend Jacky, has left us
Published on: February 28, 2018
Author(s): Juan for the IGCL.
Web link: http://igcl.org/Our-comrade-Jonas-our-friend-Jacky-361
Subject: Demise of a comrade from the former Internal Fraction of the ICC
Genre: Obituary
Length (words): 3,932

http://igcl.org/Our-comrade-Jonas-our-friend-Jacky-361
https://brooklynrail.org/2018/02/field-notes/Fantasies-of-Secession-A-Critique-of-Left-Economic-Nationalism
https://brooklynrail.org/2018/02/field-notes/Fantasies-of-Secession-A-Critique-of-Left-Economic-Nationalism
https://brooklynrail.org/2018/02/field-notes/Climate-Change
http://chuangcn.org/2018/02/hermit/
mailto:editors@insurgentnotes.com
http://insurgentnotes.com/2018/03/where-was-marx-in-1968-an-invitation-from-the-editors-of-insurgent-notes/
http://insurgentnotes.com/2018/03/where-was-marx-in-1968-an-invitation-from-the-editors-of-insurgent-notes/
https://libcom.org/blog/autonomism-cutting-ground-under-marxism-03092017
https://libcom.org/blog/autonomism-cutting-ground-under-marxism-03092017
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-02-21/autonomism-%E2%80%93-%E2%80%9Cmany-flowers-little-fruit%E2%80%9D-1
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2018-02-21/autonomism-%E2%80%93-%E2%80%9Cmany-flowers-little-fruit%E2%80%9D-1


An internationalist Articles Selection & Review 11 

Documents of the historical Communist Left
Willy Huhn (1948): Lenin as a Utopian

Title: Lenin als Utopist

Language: German

Source Text: ‘Das Sozialistische Jahrhundert’, 2. Jg., Nr. 20, Berlin 1948, S. 
290 ff.

Reprint: Jochen Gester: “Auf der Suche nach Rosas Erbe. Der deutsche Marxist 
Willy Huhn (1909-1970)”, Berlin, Die Buchmacherei, 2017. S. 267/272.

Author(s): Willy Huhn

Web links: http://diebuchmacherei.de/produkt/auf-der-suche-nach-rosas-erbe/

Subject: Marxism; Critique of Leninism

Categories: Council Communism; Willy Huhn; Leninism; Utopianism

The first  characteristic  of  Utopian socialism re-
sides in the  superstition  of  the  power  of  sci-
ence. A rational system is supposed to change the 
social world in such a decisive way that something 
ethically  better  and  socially  sound  will  be  ef-
fected. The practical consequence from this con-
viction is that the scholars have to take the fate of 
humanity into their  hands,  or  rather  onto their 
heads.

With the first Utopian of Western history, Plato, 
the philosophers are at the helm of the State, and 
the island “Utopia” of Thomas More is governed 
by a  “class of scholars”. Do not the intellectuals 
raise a similar claim – once the juridical intelli-
gentsia (Engels has at one occasion treated this 
“lawyers’  socialism” exhaustively) (1)  and 
presently the technical or even the economical in-
telligentsia (technocracy and bureaucracy)?

The Utopians are searching for a “social science” 
in order to create new social conditions with its 
help.  This action departs from their intellectual 
initiative, relies on the insight and the power to 
act  of  the  intelligentsia,  whereas  the proletariat 
“offers to them the spectacle of a class without  
any historical initiative or any independent politi-
cal  movement”,  as  the  “Communist  Manifesto” 
states. (2)

1) Friedrich Engels/Karl Kautsky: “Juristen-Sozialismus”, 
MEW Bd. 21, S. 491. (Die Neue Zeit, Heft 2, 1887)

2) Marx/Engels, The Communist Manifesto; 3. Critical-
Utopian Socialism and Communism.

“Scientific socialism”
Is thereby “scientific socialism” itself utopianism? 
No, it has originated precisely in contradiction to 
this conception. It does not oppose science to so-
cial development, claiming that the latter should 
be guided by the former, by “realizing” the scien-
tific  insights.  Inversely  science  should  be  “(de-
rived) from a critical knowledge of the historical  
movement” (Marx). (3) In this way Marx and En-
gels have derived Marxism in the course of their 
lives  from  the  history of  Western and Central 
Europe. Faced with the Utopian conception Marx 
has determined the role of the intellectuals as a 
significantly more modest one as well: because it 
is not about “carrying through some Utopian sys-
tem”, the latter should content himself with “the 
self-conscious  participation  in  the  historical  
process of revolution of history that goes on be-
fore our eyes” (Marx, “Herr Vogt”). (4) By deriv-
ing science from the factually occurring history, it 
becomes  “a  conscious  product  of  the  historical  
movement” and  “ceases to be doctrinaire” (“The 
misery of philosophy”). (5)

For Utopianism the proletariat  only  exists  from 
the  point  of  view of  the  suffering,  and thereby 
passive, class who needs help from above and from 
the outside.  Marxism departs from the  autono-
mous  activity of the workers. For the Utopians 
all future history becomes a mere  “propaganda” 

3) MEW Bd. 16, S. 25. Letter from Marx to J.B. von 
Schweitzer, January 24, 1865; on Proudhon.

4) MEW Bd. 14, S. 439. 
5) MEW Bd. 4, S. 143.

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1865/letters/65_01_24.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/ch03.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/ch03.htm
http://diebuchmacherei.de/produkt/auf-der-suche-nach-rosas-erbe/
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and a “practical carrying through” of its “system-
atic societal plans”. Marx, on the contrary, rejects 
in  the  “Communist  Manifesto”  all systems  and 
solely relies, as Engels assured in 1890, on the in-
tellectual development of the working class, “as it  
necessarily has to ensue from the united action  
and discussion”, (6) for the ultimate victory of the 
theses  propounded  in  the  Manifesto.  In  accor-
dance with his rationalistic origins,  the Utopian 
socialist thus takes up a school-masterly attitude 
towards history, whereas Marx and Engels saw in 
her our only learning mistress.

National-political contradictions
According to the view of its founders (which itself 
had  grown  and  deepened  historically),  Marxism 
wanted to be nothing else than the knowledge of 
the social development of the most advanced Eu-
ropean countries,  in which they had taken part 
themselves  self-consciously.  For  them  it  was  a 
derivation from the historical movement of their 
time  and  their  practical  participation.  It  was 
Trotsky who has seen this problem in all its acu-
ity. About forty years ago he demonstrated that 
the socialists and intellectuals of backward coun-
tries, who had not yet lived through the transition 
from Utopian to scientific socialism, and who had 
not fought through the struggle between both at-
titudes themselves, were in danger of taking up 
the scientific insights of Marx and Engels in the 
sense of Utopianism, and thereby in a dogmatic 
and  “orthodox”  way.  Trotsky  warned  precisely 
against this, as he concluded for Russia:  “These 
inner contradictions in the construction of social-
ism, which Marxism had superseded theoretically,  
return in the practical application of Marxism in  
the  shape  of  national-political  contradictions.  
Even the best social doctrine, the one that repre-
sents world experience in the most correct way,  
cannot  by  itself  replace  the  experience.  Every  
country had and has to acquire Marxism for itself  
anew in order to be in possession of it. The inter-
national character of the socialist movement does  
not  only  show  up  in  every  country  drawing  
lessons for itself from the experience of the more  
advanced country, but also by repeating its mis-
takes.” (7)

6) MEW Bd. 22, S. 57. Engels (1890), Preface to the 4th 
German edition of the Communist Manifesto.

7) The quotation from Trotsky, + 1908, has not been found in 
the M.I.A.

In  old  feudal-absolutist,  mainly  agrarian  Russia 
with its underdeveloped trade, its weak modern 
industry, that moreover was mostly relying on im-
port of foreign capital, the essential preconditions 
for a workers’ organization based on Marxist in-
sights  were  lacking.  As  the  first  Marxist  group 
‘for the liberation of labor’ was formed in 1883, 
its  co-founder  Plekhanov  stated  that  in  Russia 
neither the basis nor the objective social condi-
tions for a socialist organization existed. As the 
revolutionary intelligentsia of Russia studied and 
adopted the most advanced science and ideas of 
Western  and  Central  Europe  nevertheless,  this 
“national-political contradiction” had to transform 
the  revolutionary  movement  of  Russia  into  one 
“typical  of  all  movements  of  ideologues”  (Krit-
shevksy) in every respect.

Ten intellectuals and a worker
It was the Bolshevik historian Pokrovski who, of 
all people, has pointed at the revolutionary intelli-
gentsia in the middle of the 19th Century as the 
spiritual  precursors  of  Bolshevism.  Cherny-
shevsky held  the  opinion  that  the  “educated 
classes” of Russia could change the political rela-
tions by their action, and the  “Proclamation of  
young Russia”, originating from the circles of his 
adherents and pupils, already demanded the dic-
tatorship of the party of the revolutionary intelli-
gentsia.  The  political  goal  of  the  latter  was  an 
“enlightened  despotism” that  should  enact  an 
“economical revolution” from above, in order to – 
wholly Utopian - thereby create the preconditions 
for the liberation from social misery. The agrarian 
socialism of the  Narodniki, that was to be built 
on  the  peasants’  community,  also  showed  these 
Utopian characteristics.  “The revolutionary intel-
ligence  should  conquer  dictatorship  and  carry  
through a social revolution by means of the lat-
ter... From a political precondition for the libera-
tion of the working class, the forthcoming collapse  
of absolutism transforms itself in the minds of the  
intelligentsia into a means to immediately cause a  
socialist revolution.” (Pavel Axelrod in 1892) (8) In 
fact, Russian Social-Democracy was, even at the 
time Axelrod wrote these sentences, still not an 
autonomous  workers’  organization,  but  only  a 
party of the revolutionary intelligentsia: “One can 
say”, observed one of the few workers who then 

8) Reference to works by Pavel Axelrod could not be found in 
the M.I.A.

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/preface.htm#preface-1890
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/preface.htm#preface-1890
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already adhered to it,  “that for ten intellectuals  
there was one worker in the 1890s”  (Shapovalov, 
“On the road to Marxism”).

In these 1890s the theoretical and political trajec-
tory of Lenin started. From the beginning he saw 
in  the  working  class  only  the  class  who  would 
wake up in an elementary way, whom the Russian 
revolutionary could “lean” on, and whom the Rus-
sian  intellectual  (he  significantly  designates  the 
latter as  “Jacobin”!) could  “connect” himself to. 
Both these expressions betray that it is still about 
a  movement  of  intellectuals,  an  action  of  the 
“knowing” who  only  want  to  use  the  workers’ 
movement as a means to bring about the fall of 
Tsarism in  a  big  national  revolution  that  com-
prises all discontented classes of the population; a 
historical movement as it is of actuality, since the 
extension of  democratic  ideas  to  the  East  from 
1900 on, for about the whole of Asia as well.

Three kinds of humans
Already in 1913 this circumstance inspired Lenin 
to  the  thesis  that  no  longer  Europe,  but  Asia 
would be the bearer of historical progress.  This 
ideology manifests itself in China in a remarkable 
parallel:  Sun  Yat-sen,  who has  been called the 
“Chinese Lenin”, distinguishes in his work  “The 
plan for the construction of the Empire” three 
kind of people: “First, those who know, the inven-
tors; second: those who know late, the extenders  
or propagandists; third: those who do not know,  
the collaborators or practitioners.”

This analogy becomes very clear in Lenin’s  “ar-
rangement  of  cogwheels”.  (9)  It  is  about  1.  the 
mass of exploited and oppressed; i.e. the peasants 
and the industrial workers; 2. the vanguard of this 
mass; i.e. the urban industrial proletariat; 3. the 
vanguard of the industrial proletariat, the  “com-
munists”, as the Bolshevik intelligentsia called it-
self  since  1918.  The  three  cogwheels  “mass”, 
“[mass]  vanguard” and  “[proletarian]  vanguard” 
should  not  democratically  interact  in  this  se-
quence, but according to the Leninist principle of 
organization “top-down”! The historical initiative, 
properly  speaking,  originates  from  the  party  of 
the  revolutionary  intelligentsia.  Lenin’s  point  of 
departure  is  already a Utopian one:  in 1894 he 
voices the opinion that “all history is made up of  

9) LW Bd. 32, S. 3/4. Lenin (December 30, 1920): The Trade 
Unions, The present Situation and Trotsky’s Mistakes  

the actions of  personalities (...)  The real ques-
tion that arises in appraising the social activity of  
an individual is: what conditions ensure the suc-
cess  of  his  [public] actions,  what  guarantee  is  
there that these actions will  not remain an iso-
lated act lost in a welter of contrary acts?”, (10)

This does not sound like a conception of history 
that first and foremost is concerned with mass ini-
tiative and class activity! Those active personali-
ties are confronted with the problem: “how must 
[their] actions, aimed at bringing about the social-
ist system, attract the masses in order to yield se-
rious fruits?” Utopianism thereby was confronted 
with the dilemma to have to win and attract the 
masses on the one hand, for the acts of the per-
sonalities not to remain isolated ones, and to take 
care, on the other hand, that these acts of the re-
spective historical activists are not lost in a welter 
of contrary actions by the mass. (11)

The struggle against spontaneity
“A fierce struggle against spontaneity was neces-
sary”,  (12)  Lenin writes  eight years  later,  laying 
claim  to  the  organizational  principles  of…  Las-
salle! On this point one has to realize that Marx 
made the remark, in a letter of October 13, 1868 
to Schweitzer, the successor of Lassalle, that the 
latter had fallen in Proudhon’s mistake  “not to 
search the real foundation of his agitation from 
the real elements of the class movement”, but to 
“want to prescribe the latter its course according  
to a certain doctrinaire recipe.” (13) Three years 
later, in a letter of November 23, 1871 to Bolte, 
Marx emphasizes once more that Lassalle’s orga-
nization is “nothing but a sectarian organization” 
and is “as such hostile to the organization of the  
genuine workers' movement striven for by the In-
ternational.” (14)  As  Lenin  precisely  takes  Las-
salle’s  struggle  against  the  autonomous German 

10) LW Bd. 1, S. 152. Lenin: What the “Friends of the People” 
are and how they fight the Social-Democrats (1894); Part I. 
The English translation speaks of “individuals”, the German 
of “personalities”. Huhn uses the latter term.

11) Translator’s note: Huhn’s texts twice uses the expression “a 
sea” (of “acts” or “actions”). We use “a welter” in accor-
dance to the translation in LCW.

12) LW Bd.5, S. 396. Lenin: What is to be done? II. The 
Spontaneity of the Masses and the Consciousness of the 
Social-Democrats. (1902)

13) MEW Bd. 32, S. 569.  (Marx to Johann Baptist von 
Schweitzer)

14) MEW Bd. 33, S. 329.  (Marx to Friedrich Bolte in New York 
- Abstract)

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1871/letters/71_11_23.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1901/witbd/ii.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1901/witbd/ii.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1901/witbd/ii.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1894/friends/01.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1920/dec/30.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1920/dec/30.htm
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workers’ movement as an historical merit of his, 
Marx’s polemic on this decisive point is directed 
against Lenin himself!

According to Lenin, a social-democratic conscious-
ness can only be  “brought to the workers from 
without.” The history of all countries would prove 
that  by their own strength they only acquire a 
trades-unionist  consciousness,  whereas  socialism 
would have been developed by the educated repre-
sentatives  of  the  bourgeoisie,  the  intelligentsia: 
“In the very same way, in Russia, the theoretical  
doctrine of Social-Democracy arose altogether in-
dependently  of  the  spontaneous  growth  of  the  
working-class movement; it arose as a natural and 
inevitable outcome of the development of thought  
among  the  revolutionary  socialist  intelli-
gentsia.” (15)

The dictatorship of the Jacobins
Russian Social-Democracy thereby could only be a 
cartel, an alliance of the leading intelligentsia with 
the  masses  following  them:  “A  Jacobin  who 
wholly identifies himself with the organization of  
the  proletariat  –  a  proletariat  conscious  of  its  
class interests – [just that] is is a revolutionary  
Social-Democrat.” (16) Well, the dictatorship of the 
Jacobins in the great French revolution also was a 
reign of the intelligentsia, the only class able to 
govern after the fall of the court nobility and the 
high finance allied to it, a “lawyers’ regiment”, as 
Kautsky accurately designated it. With regards to 
this confession Rosa Luxemburg pointed out that 
Lenin  has  “characterized  his  position  perhaps  
keener  than  anyone  of  his  opponents  could  
do.” (17)

Precisely in this utterance the old ideas of Russian 
utopianism  are  expressed,  that  the  revolution 
must be the work of the radical-democratic intelli-
gentsia, aiming at the dictatorship of its conspira-
torial  organization,  the  Jacobin party.  Because 
the  spontaneous  historical  movement  does  not 
lead to a revolution:  “Without revolutionary the-
ory  there  can  be  no  revolutionary  movement.” 

15) LW Bd. 5, S. 386. Lenin: What is to be done? (see footnote 
12)

16) LW Bd. 7, S.386. Lenin: One Step Forward, Two Steps Back 
(1904); q) The New Iskra. Opportunism In Questions Of 
Organization.

17) Rosa Luxemburg, Organisationsfragen der russischen 
Sozialdemokratie (1904). The sentence has been left out in 
the English translation in the M.I.A.

Only the revolutionary theoreticians and intellec-
tuals are guarantors of revolution, “the sages who 
discover the truth” are the real historical “person-
alities”,  be  they  in  need  of  propagandists,  of 
“preachers who diffuse the truth.” But for Leninist 
ideology as well the workers are only the “execu-
tors” who “do not know” the real “truth”.

Willy Huhn, 1948

Translation and annotations: Jac.Johanson, February 22,
2018

Proofreading: Fredo Corvo, February 26, 2018.
Final editing: March 7, 2018

Annotations
MEW  and  LW  refer  to  the  German  editions, 
which are used as the primary reference for the 
quotations. If available,  their English translation 
at the M.I.A. website has been used and a refer-
ence to the latter has been included. Differences 
with the German language editions are indicated.

An appeal to translators and correctors

Left-dis has  published  a  re-edition  of  the 
K.A.P.D.’s 1924 program in both German (origi-
nal) and French languages: 

Programm der Kommunistischen Arbeiter-Partei 
Deutschlands Berlin, Januar 1924.

Programme  Du  Parti  Communiste-Ouvrier 
d’Allemagne Berlin, Janvier 1924.

• Who wants to proofread and correct a trans-
lation  into  Spanish of  the  K.A.P.D.’s  1924 
program?

• Who  wants  to  engage  in  a  new  English 
translation?

Interested translators and proofreaders/correc-
tors are invited to contact:

<info@left-dis.nl>

mailto:info@left-dis.nl
http://www.left-dis.nl/f/programme%20KAPD.fr.pdf
http://www.left-dis.nl/f/programme%20KAPD.fr.pdf
http://www.left-dis.nl/d/Programm.KAPD.1924.docx.pdf
http://www.left-dis.nl/d/Programm.KAPD.1924.docx.pdf
https://www.marxists.org/deutsch/archiv/luxemburg/1904/orgfrage/text.htm
https://www.marxists.org/deutsch/archiv/luxemburg/1904/orgfrage/text.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1904/onestep/q.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1904/onestep/q.htm
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“Old mole History, you have bravely worked! At this moment the slogan, the call resounds again over the in-
ternational, the German proletariat, that only the great hour of a worldwide turning point can bring: imperi-
alism or socialism! War or revolution! There is no third!” (Rosa Luxemburg, “Der alte Maulwurf”, Spar-
takusbriefe No. 5, May 1917)

“Doubt is out of the question. We are on the threshold of a world proletarian revolution.” (Lenin, “The 
crisis has matured”, October 20 (7), 1917 in the newspaper Rabochy Put - “The Workers' Path” – No. 
20)

On August 4th, 1914, German Social-Democracy – 
considered the  “jewel of the organization of the 
conscious  proletariat” (18)  –  capitulates  without 
condition by subjecting itself with body and soul 
to  its  bourgeoisie.  It  votes  unanimously  for  the 
war  credits.  Opposed  to  this  vote,  Karl 
Liebknecht was obliged to side with it by disci-
pline, which he very quickly will consider as  “a 
grave error” on his part. Only on December 2nd, 
1914, he publicly votes against. He is disavowed 
by all SPD deputies, including the so-called left 
around Ledebour and Hoffmann who would form 
the USPD in 1917.

Liebknecht  would  rapidly  become  the  vivid 
spokesman of this resistance against treason. He 
became the most popular man in the trenches and 
on the war ships. His slogan, on from May 1915, is 
“The principal enemy stands in one’s own coun-
try” (“Der Hauptfeind steht im eigenen Land”), a 
slogan he will not cease to hammer on, and that 
will very quickly be taken up by the international-
ist current.

The German internationalists, whether at Berlin, 
Bremen, Stuttgart, Hamburg or Dresden, were en-
tirely  swimming  against  the  current.  As  Rosa 
Luxemburg notes with despair, both at Paris and 
at  Berlin  a  revolting  witch  hunt  was  going  on: 
“(...)  whole  urban populations  transformed into  

18) Arbeiterzeitung, Vienna, August 5th, 1914.

mobs, ready to denounce, to mistreat women, to  
shout  hurrah  and  to  induce  delirium  in  them-
selves by means of wild rumors; an atmosphere of  
ritual murder, a Kishinev air, in which the police-
man on the street corner was the only representa-
tive of human dignity.” (19)

As a national-patriotic force social-democracy be-
came the most precious ideological capital of the 
imperial state. In a secret conversation with the 
power, the deputy Cohen-Reuss explains that the 
sole wish of the SPD is “to make peace with the  
monarchy and the army;... by all means to fill up  
the pit that cuts the German people in two.” It 
was  therefor  only  natural  that  the  chancellor 
Bethmann-Hollweg, in recognition of this betrayal, 
invites the commanders of the military regions to 
let the press of the SPD penetrate into the army 
barracks. (20)

19) Junius, Die Krise der Sozialdemokratie (1916), Rosa Luxem-
burg, Gesammelte Werke, Band 4, Dietz Verlag, Berlin, 
1983, p. 52. An English translation is available at M.I.A.: 
The Junius Pamphlet  

20) Gilbert Badia, Le spartakisme. Les dernières années de Rosa 
Luxemburg et de Karl Liebknecht 1914-1919, L’Arche, Paris, 
1967, p. 23
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The delay of the German internationalists and 
the slow reemergence of the proletariat
The  German  internationalists  were  in  delay  to 
found a solid nucleus that  had broken with re-
formism, as the Bolcheviks around Lenin and the 
Dutch Tribunists  around Gorter  and Pannekoek 
had done before 1914. During the secession of the 
Tribunists in 1911, Rosa Luxemburg incites Hen-
riëtte Roland Host to remain in the opportunist 
party of Troelstra:  ”The worst workers’ party is  
better than none, and the times can change. (…)  
But one may not wait  outside for better times,  
one has to continue the combat, as sterile as it  
may appear, until the end.” (21)

In the evening of August 4th, 1914, some few op-
positionists meet in Rosa Luxemburg’s apartment 
in Berlin. The proposition to leave the SPD is im-
mediately  rejected.  For  the  leaders  who  would 
constitute  the  group  “Die  Internationale” this 
was a Leitmotiv during the whole  war:  “unity”. 
Nevertheless Liebknecht often repeated: “What is 
necessary above all is not unity but clarity... No  
association without unity of ideas.” (22) As in No-
vember-December  1918  the  foundation  of  the 
communist  party  becomes  inevitable,  Leo 
Jogiches, the most gifted organizer of Spartakism, 
pronounces himself against.

At the price of immense difficulties the interna-
tionalists maintained the torch of the class strug-
gle. On from November 1914 the first leaflets cir-
culate,  first  at  Berlin,  at  Niederbarnim,  subse-
quently  in  local  groups  (Hamburg,  Stuttgart, 
Gotha, Düsseldorf,  Dresden). It’s above all from 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1916  (the  Spartakist 
group  around  ‘Die  Internationale’ and  the 
‘Spartakusbriefe’; the group ‘Arbeiterpolitik’ at 
Bremen) that one can speak of a renaissance of 
the  revolutionary  movement.  The  latter  passes 
from an attenuating pacifism – a leaflet of Christ-
mas 1914 proclaims:  “Peace on Earth” – to the 

21) Rosa Luxemburg, Gesammelte Werke (1907-1918), Band 7.1, 
Dietz Verlag, Berlin, 2017. [Translated here from Rosa Lux-
emburg’s handwritten letter of August 1911 to Henriëtte 
Roland Holst. Source: Collection H.R.-H. at the IISG, Ams-
terdam.] We find the same position with Bordiga in 1926 
who, in order to remain within “the Party”, choose to sub-
mit to the “Bolshevization” of the Italian section, which was 
orchestrated by Gramsci, be it in applying – by discipline – 
the most absurd decisions.

22) Karl Liebknecht, Die Aufgaben der proletarischen Jugendbe-
wegung, resolution of the youth conference at Jena, April 23 
– 24, 1916.

offensive by taking on the imperialist order glob-
ally,  which Rosa Luxemburg does in the Junius 
pamphlet,  written  in  1915  and  published  in 
1916. (23)

Still the proletariat had to wake up from the ideo-
logical coma provoked by the treason of the SPD. 
The  first  proletarian  demonstrations  came  from 
the women in the autumn of 1915. They stood in 
the first ranks to struggle against the costs of liv-
ing  and  the  hunger  rationing  for  the  popular 
classes.  The  slogans  are  thus  “for  bread  and 
peace.”

One  had  to  await  the  famous  demonstration 
against the war of May 1st, 1916, in Berlin for the 
tone to  change.  Ledebour,  the delegate  of  Zim-
merwald, and his partisans refused to participate. 
During  this  great  illegal  demonstration,  the 
mighty voice of Liebknecht resounds: “Down with 
the  war!  Down  with  the  government!” The 
demonstrators often take up the slogan “Long live 
the International!” Liebknecht is immediately ar-
rested, subsequently tried and condemned to the 
fortress. Imprisoned like Rosa Luxemburg as well, 
his name becomes the standard bearer of the re-
sistance by both the workers in blue collar and in 
uniform.

At the announcement of Liebknecht’s condemna-
tion, on June 29, 1916, strikes break out in several 
cities: 26,000 metal workers cease work at Berlin. 
The  strikes  are  organized  by  the  revolutionary 
Delegates (the ‘revolutionäre Obleute’), many of 
whom  would  find  themselves  in  the  USPD  in 
April 1917. Strikes and demonstrations also took 
place  at  Braunschweig,  Bremen  and  Stuttgart. 
Kautsky,  the pope of social-democracy,  observes 
worrisome: “Liebknecht is today the most popular  
man in the trenches...  The masses do not hear  
any detail of his politics, but see in him the man  
who acts in order to let the war end...” (24)

Spring 1917, that sees the progressive entry of the 
United States in the war and the multiplication of 
hunger  revolts,  translates itself  by a progressive 
radicalization of the working masses, but of whom 
the minorities  still want a “unity” of  the opposi-
tions. The  foundation  of  the  USPD  at  Gotha 
(April 6–8, 1917), to which the Spartakists sub-
scribe by adhering as a fraction,  seems to have 
had as objective to evade that the masses would 

23) See footnote 2).
24) Badia, op. cit., p. 109.
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turn  ever  more  towards  “Linksradikalismus” 
(left-wing radicalism). Kautsky straightly admits 
this: “If our group would not have constituted it-
self,  Berlin  would  have  been  conquered  by  the  
Spartakists and would have placed itself outside  
of the Party.” (25)

For the masses to  “gain some understanding of  
politics” a  total  rupture  with  social-democracy 
was needed, including with its “left”, centrist frac-
tion. However, since January 1916 ever more im-
portant minorities pronounce themselves for seces-
sion and the formation of an organization of “in-
ternationalist socialists” (“Internationale Sozial-
isten”). The group “Arbeiterpolitik” of Bremen, 
constituted around the teacher Johann Knief, but 
also the group at Dresden around Otto Rühle, de-
mand to rapidly take no half measures. Rühle af-
firms on January 12, 1916 that without secession 
there will be no revolutionary dynamic: “If the se-
cession should take  place,  I  could breath freely  
again.  I  am  convinced  that  the  secession  will  
make a clear and resolute combat for the goals of  
socialism possible.” (26)

The delay of  the internationalist  minorities  cer-
tainly was organizational, but it was also political: 
Lenin  has  posed  the  question  of  the  seizure  of 
power since the autumn of 1914, counting on the 
transformation of “the imperialist war into a civil  
war”; Spartakism will only pose this question in 
November 1918. This delay becomes patent at the 
eve of the most important historical event of the 
20th Century.

The impact of the Russian revolution
The Russian revolution will show the way to the 
German proletariat.  Its  impact  is  enormous,  all 
the more as the discontent of the working popula-
tion, which was submitted to the militarization of 
labor and to the worst provisions restrictions, be-
comes  explosive.  This  double  conjunction  seri-
ously disquiets the German bourgeoisie. Social-pa-
triotic  syndicalist  leaders  like  Carl  Legien  warn 
the  authorities:  “The  public  agitation  that  the  
difficulties  of  provision  and  the  revolutionary  
movement in Russia resuscitate, risks to provoke a  
tempest of such vigor that the government could  
not become master of it.” (27)

25) Badia, op. cit., p. 119.
26) From: Dokumente und Materialien zur Geschichte der 

deutschen Arbeiterbewegung, Vol. 1, 1914-1917, Dietz Ver-
lag, Berlin, 1958, p. 301.

27) Gilbert Badia, Histoire de l’Allemagne contemporaine, tome 

For their part the leaders of the Independent cur-
rent take up the posture of the “moderator”, even 
playing Cassandra. Hugo Haase addresses himself 
as follows to the Prime Minister in face of the Re-
ichstag:  “Does  the  chancellor  want  the German 
masses to arrive at speaking Russian?” (28) Georg 
Ledebour, present at the Zimmerwald conference, 
more a pacifist and a conciliator than a revolu-
tionary, declares during the foundation congress of 
the USPD at Gotha: “We, the social-democrats of  
the opposition have  not neglected what is  hap-
pening in the East. We have profited from the oc-
casion to show the government and the bourgeois  
parties  that  it’s  high time  to  draw the  lessons  
from it... if this continues, inevitably events like  
those of Russia will come about with us in Ger-
many.” (29) The tone is completely different with 
the Spartakist minority that has adhered to the 
USPD. Clara Zetkin writes to the congress that 
now it  is  about  “being  worthy of  this  exalting  
event of the Century! Let us put ourselves in the  
school of the historical mistress of all peoples and  
of all  times: the Revolution...  Long live interna-
tional socialism!” (30)

Signs of revolution: the strikes of April 1917
In a report of February 23, thus dating even be-
fore the outbreak of the “February revolution”  
in Russia (on March 8, according to the western 
calendar), the police prefect of Berlin complains 
that the metal workers of Berlin adhere to the op-
position, yes even to Spartakism, who has taken 
up  the  slogan  “Make  an  end  to  the  war  by 
strikes.”

Since April the proletariat at Berlin and Leipzig 
mobilizes  itself  against  the  capitalist  power  by 
openly laying claim to the Russian revolution. A 
Spartakist leaflet at Leipzig celebrates the Russian 
revolution  and  calls  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
monarchy:  “Down  with  this  war  of  murderers!  
Down with the state of siege... May the red flag  
fly over the free Republic! Take your destiny into  
your own hands! Power belongs to you, if you are  
united!” (31) In Berlin the revolutionary delegates 

I, Éditions sociales, Paris, 1962, p. 70-71.
28) Pierre Broué, La Révolution d’Octobre et le mouvement ou-

vrier européen, EDI, Paris, 1967, p. 56.
29) Ledebour adds: “We are democrats” (“Wir sind 

Demokraten”). Cf. Emil Eichhorn, editor, Protokoll über die 
Verhandlungen des Gründungs-Parteitags der U.S.P.D. vom 
6. bis 8. April 1917 in Gotha, Berlin, 1921, p. 51-60.

30) Ibid., p. 50.
31) According to Broué, op. cit., p. 58, leaning on the East-Ger-
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have launched an appeal for a strike that will mo-
bilize 300,000 workers from the big factories. The 
demand is for the amelioration of provisions. At 
Leipzig the slogans have rapidly become political: 
a peace without annexations, suppression of cen-
sorship and of the state of siege, abolition of the 
law on the mobilization of the work force, libera-
tion of the political prisoners. In Berlin, where the 
right-wing  Independents  try  to  have  work  re-
sumed, a new slogan arises:  “election of workers’  
councils.” In reality it is a call from the workers of 
Leipzig to form a cartel of representatives of the 
metal workers and of the USPD as an organ of 
representation of “workers’ interests”.

The situation matures, but in a slow way. Like in 
Russia, the stakes become military: how long will 
the soldiers and mariners submit themselves be-
fore they would exalt in rage in face of the conflict 
that had only the peace of the cemeteries to offer.

The revolutionary agitation among the 
mariners
In  contrast  with  Russia,  revolutionary  agitation 
hardly  affected  the  soldiers  at  the  battle  front. 
The opposition manifested itself in the first place 
by individual desertions; this often implies wanted 
militants who benefited from an efficient refugee 
network  towards  Holland  and  the  Scandinavian 
countries. But, like in Russia, the mariners of the 
battleships,  workers  and  qualified  technicians, 
play a major role. For them the ship was just a 
militarized factory, threatened by immediate de-
struction when going in sea to confront the lethal 
fire power of the British canons.

The maintenance of the German battleships in the 
ports permitted close contacts with the workers of 
the shipyards. On board of the ships it was quite 
common to read the few radical news papers that 
could  still  appear,  like  the  Leipziger  Volk-
szeitung. On the shore the mariners established 
ties with their comrades from the ships anchored 
in the ports on the Northern coast.

In June 1917, at the occasion of the installation of 
galley commissions to control the provisions, (32) 
the radical mariners form a clandestine League of 

man historian Klaus Mammach: Der Einfluss der russischen 
Februarrevolution und der Großen Sozialistischen Oktober-
revolution auf die deutsche Arbeiterklasse, Dietz, Berlin, 
1955.

32) A galley (or caboose) is a ship’s kitchen, generally linked to 
the ship’s alimentary supply.

soldiers and mariners. It is about working towards 
“the  construction  of  mariners’  councils  on  the  
Russian model”. (33) The first incidents multiply: 
refusal to obey, going off board without permis-
sion.  Their  leaders  are  Köbis  and  Reichpietsch. 
The latter had the misfortune to address himself 
to the Independents recently held over their bap-
tismal  font  at  Gotha.  One  of  their  leaders, 
Dittmann,  dissuades  him to  form  conspiratorial 
circles. They should act in plain legality by adher-
ing to the USPD. Dittmann specifies that the aim 
is to “fight for peace” in the first place, boasting 
about the next international socialist Conference 
at Stockholm in which his party was to partici-
pate. He dismisses Reichpietsch by amiably pro-
viding him with adhesion bulletins...

Little receptive to these fine legalist and pacifist 
words,  Reichpietsch,  Köbis  and others set  up a 
clandestine leadership, regrouping 5,000 mariners. 
They incite to “break the chains like the Russians  
have done”. (34) Hunger strikes and leaves without 
permission multiply. The military police, who al-
ready knows everything, arrests Reichpietsch and 
Köbis among others. They receive the death sen-
tence on August 26th and are executed by a firing 
squad  on  September  5th  in  the  surroundings  of 
Cologne. (35)

Some weeks before the insurrection on November 
8 (new calendar) Lenin states categorically: “Mass 
arrests of party leaders in free Italy, and particu-
larly the beginning of  mutinies  in the German 
army, are  indisputable  symptoms  that  a  great  
turning-point is at hand, that we are on the eve 
of a world wide revolution.” (36)

From October 1917 to October 1918
As the Bolsheviks take power in the name of the 
workers’ and soldiers’ councils, the Independents 
nicely draw their hat, saluting the revolution as a 
dove of social peace: “With all our heart, we Ger-

33) Broué, op. cit., p. 64.
34) Pierre Broué, Révolution en Allemagne 1917-1923, Éditions 

de Minuit, 1971, p. 108.
35) See the recent article by Nicolas Offenstadt (“Les marins 

allemands oubliés de 1917”) that has been consecrated to 
them in Libération on September 4, 2017: 
http://www.liberation.fr/debats/2017/09/04/les-marins-
allemands-oublies-de-1917_1594118.

36) Lenin, “The crisis has matured”, September 29, 1917. First 
published in four chapters in Rabochy Put No. 30 of Octo-
ber 20 (7), 1917. Source: Collected Works, Progress Publish-
ers, Moscow, Volume 26, 1972, pp. 74-85. An English tran-
scription is available at M.I.A.: The Crisis Has Matured.

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/oct/20.htm
http://www.liberation.fr/debats/2017/09/04/les-marins-allemands-oublies-de-1917_1594118
http://www.liberation.fr/debats/2017/09/04/les-marins-allemands-oublies-de-1917_1594118
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man proletarians are in these hours with our Rus-
sian comrades in combat... They are the vanguard  
of humanity, the vanguard of peace.” (37) By con-
trast  Karl  Kautsky,  rallied  to  the  USPD,  sees 
nothing but  “social and political decomposition,  
chaos.” (38)

Solely the Spartakists,  the nuclei  that later will 
form the IKD at Dresden, Berlin, Hamburg, and 
the  group “Arbeiterpolitik”  rally  to  the  side  of 
October,  as  vanguard  of  the  world  revolution. 
Knief expresses his vision of October on December 
15, 1917 under the pseudonym of Peter Unruh. In 
his  enthusiasm  he  sees  this  takeover  of  power 
through rose-colored glasses:  “Consider that Rus-
sia, moaning in the chains of the darkest Tsarism,  
has  been gifted with a  democracy  that  has  no  
equal  in  the  whole  wide  world.  The  knout  has  
been wrenched from Tsarism and its executioners.  
The workers’ and soldiers’ council directs the des-
tinies  of  the  country”, (39)  whereas  the  councils 
will  gradually  be  transformed  into  transmission 
belts of the Bolshevik party.

But,  above  all,  the  Bolshevik  seizure  of  power 
does not really permit a veritable political clarifi-
cation by getting rid once and for all of the “cen-
trist” shackle. For Knief the first success of Octo-
ber has to be a surgical one - it is necessary to or-
ganize as a separate body, to bundle in an inde-
pendent  internationalist  socialist  party:  “Today 
the international situation imposes the foundation  
of  an  own  left-wing  radical  party  as  the  most  
pressing necessity... We, in any case, have the firm 
will to do everything in order to create the soil in  
Germany for a left-wing radical party. We therefor  
call  upon  our  friends  of  the  group  “Interna-
tionale”... to desolidarize themselves immediately  
and  publicly  from  the  Independents,  these  
pseudo-socialists,  and to  form an own left-wing  
radical party, with their leaders, to use a word of  
comrade Zetkin in the first issue of the revue ‘Die 

37) Quoted by Jürgen Schlimper in: “Es ist eine Umwälzung 
von ungeheuren Dimensionen”. Die sozialdemokratische 
Leipziger Volkszeitung über die Russische Revolution (1917-
1933), in: Die Russische Revolution 1917 und die Linke auf 
dem Weg in das 21. Jahrhundert, Leipzig, 1998.

38) Karl Kautsky, ”Die Erhebung der Bolschewiki”, Leipziger 
Volkszeitung, 15 November 1917.

39) Peter Unruh (Johann Knief), “Eine dringende 
Notwendigkeit”, Arbeiterpolitik, Bremen, No 50, 15 Decem-
ber 1917, p. 375. A facsimile scan in pdf is available at the 
Antonie Pannekoek Archives.

Internationale’, if  they  wish  so,  without  them 
should they not want to!” (40) 

The attitude of the Independents would confirm 
this judgment, just as the first signs of the revolu-
tion become visible in January 1918 in the shape 
of mass strikes. Their origin is in fact essentially 
political, at a moment in which general Hoffmann, 
the leader of the military delegation of the Reich, 
does not hide his intentions at Brest-Litovsk to let 
revolutionary Russia bleed white by territorial an-
nexations  (The  Baltic  countries),  to  pillage 
Ukraine - the corn shed for the German armies – 
and  to reignite the war on the East front.

From 14 to 20 January 1918 the Austrian workers 
had  already  given  the  example,  by  launching  a 
general  strike  against  the  conditions  of  Brest-
Litovsk that signified relaunching the war. In an 
Appeal distributed at the end of December 1917, 
entitled  “The hour of decision”, the  Spartakists 
insisted on the stakes of a pitiless economic strug-
gle against the war economy, and above all on a 
political struggle for the international proletarian 
revolution: “There is only one means to stop the  
genocide  of  the  peoples  and  to  achieve  general  
peace:  it  is  to  unchain  a  mass  struggle,  mass  
strikes that will paralyze the whole economy and 
war industry, to fix as objectives the Revolution  
and the installation of a popular Republic of Ger-
many conducted  by  the  working  class.  Only  in  
this way the Russian revolution can be saved.” (41)

Whereas the Independents did not want to call for 
a political strike against the war, the revolution-
ary  Delegates  (the  ‘revolutionäre  Obleute’,  in 
majority on the left of the USPD) whose mentor 
is the very popular Richard Müller, call for a mass 
strike  on  Monday,  January  28,  1918.  Affecting 
Berlin in the first place, the strike propagates to 
the  Ruhr  area,  to  Kiel,  Bremen,  Hamburg  and 
Dresden. The total number of strikers is at least a 
million, half of whom at Berlin. Their slogan is 
the “rapid conclusion of a peace without annexa-
tion nor indemnities.”

The Spartakists remained in the minority with re-
gards  to  the  left-wing  Independents.  But  their 
propaganda for the creation of an elected workers’ 
Council  in  all  factories  (one  delegate  for  every 

40) Ibidem, p. 376.
41) From: Dokumente und Materialien zur Geschichte der 

deutschen Arbeiterbewegung; Reihe II 1914-1945, Vol. 2, No-
vember 1917–Dezember 1918, Dietz Verlag, Berlin, 1957, p. 
51.

http://aaap.be/Pdf/Arbeiterpolitik-Bremen/Arbeiterpolitik-1917-50.pdf
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1,000 workers) did not pass unnoticed. Their call 
“at any price not to elect” the syndicalist leaders, 
the  social-patriots,  “Wolves  in  sheep’s  clothes”, 
was not heard. Among the eleven members of the 
Berlin  Action  Committee  there  was  only  one 
Spartakist. The Assembly of the delegates decided 
to co-opt three USPD members: Haase, Ledebour 
and Dittmann, excluding to call on the majoritari-
ans. It took all insistence by the session’s presi-
dent Richard Müller (42), in spite of two negative 
votes,  to  impose upon  the  Action  Committee 
Ebert, Scheidemann and Braun, the future execu-
tioners of the proletariat since December 1918. As 
Ebert  affirms  in  an  assembly  that  the  workers 
“have the duty to support their brothers and fa-
thers at the front and to provide them with the  
best  weapons”,  he  is  copiously  jeered  at  and 
treated as a “strike breaker”.

Lacking clarity on its  enemies from within (the 
“wolves  in  sheep’s  clothes”),  the  strike  quickly 
falls apart, in spite of some confrontations with 
the police. The military authorities announce on 
February 1st that the factories who have not re-
turned to work on the 4th would be militarized. In 
order to stop the strike Scheidemann and Ebert, 
supported by the Independents’ leader Haase, ne-
gotiate  with  the  chancellor.  The  repression  can 
strike  harshly.  The  soldiers  in  Berlin  have  not 
moved and support their officers. The strikers are 
massively arrested and 500 workers received mobi-
lization orders for the front every day. Overall one 
striker out of ten is forcibly drafted.

Nevertheless  there  will  be  other  strikes,  albeit 
purely economical ones, in July and August 1918. 
Henceforth the state  power knows that its  best 
weapon does not lie in direct repression, but in 
social-democracy.  Faced with an inevitable  mili-
tary defeat the whole ruling class, from the gener-
als to the liberal party, agrees to let the social-
democrats enter the government since October 4th. 
The  Scheidemanns,  Brauns  and  Eberts  are  the 
best agents of “social peace”. Ebert does not hesi-
tate to declare:  “The general climate is splendid  
in the whole of the Reich. We will maintain the  
calm.” (43) Disquieted however, the SPD insists on 

42) Politically very confused, Richard Müller has left an interest-
ing documented history: ‘Vom Kaiserreich zur Republik’; 
‘Die Novemberrevolution’; ‘Der Bürgerkrieg in Deutschland’ 
(1924 & 1925). The three volumes are available in a new, 
single edition in German from ‘Die Buchmacherei’. 

43) Erich Matthias and Rudolf Morsey, Die Regierung des 
Prinzen Max von Baden, Droste Verlag, Düsseldorf, 1962, p. 

the release from prison of Liebknecht, out of fear 
that one [the Reich] would “have to capitulate to  
the  street  as  one  has  capitulated  abroad.” (44) 
Liebknecht is released on October 21st; taking the 
first train to Berlin, he is triumphantly welcomed 
by  thousands  of  workers  and  soldiers.  Scheide-
mann considers that this is  “a sign of the times 
(…) Liebknecht carried in triumph by soldiers who  
are decorated with the iron cross, who would have  
believed such things possible three weeks ago.” (45)

In a premonitory fashion, Otto Rühle launches a 
call for a destitution of the Kaiser and above all 
for an immediate action to overthrow capitalism 
internationally,  in the Reichstag on October 25, 
1918. This is also a warning against the pseudo-
socialists, self-proclaimed “saviors of the people” 
prepared to do anything to save the ruling classes 
in the name of “democracy”:

“That social-democrats have even delivered them-
selves to playing the role of the last hour’s emer-
gency rescuers and of the butt for bourgeois society 
in collapse,  is  resented by the masses  outside as  
much of a shameful betrayal as they feel fooled and 
derided by the pseudo-democracy, the conjured peo-
ple’s  power. For their liberation they need some-
thing completely different, namely the democracy of  
Socialism, the republic on the foundation of the so-
cialist revolution, and they demand the abdication 
of the Emperor as the instigator of this world war in  
the first place. (...) I call upon the workers, in par-
ticular the German workers, to conquer this social-
ism by the weapon of revolution. The time to act  
has come!” (46)

This was the last manifestation of the revolution-
ary parliamentarianism that Liebknecht and Rühle 
had so  well  embodied.  The  hour  no  longer  be-
longed to  oratory jousting  in  the parliamentary 
half-circle, but to action in the street: this system 
of  “pseudo-democracy”,  imbued  with  mud  an 
blood, had to be overthrown at a worldwide scale.

Some days after this famous speech, on November 
4th, 1918 the mariners of Kiel took up the banner 
of the revolt of 1917, this time to bring down the 
imperial regime. Almost without a shot fired the 

156.
44) Matthias-Morsey, op. cit., p. 213.
45) Matthias-Morsey, op. cit. , p. 130.
46) From: Dokumente und Materialien zur Geschichte der 

deutschen Arbeiterbewegung, op. Cit., II,2 p. 265-267. Trans-
lated from the German transcription available at M.I.A.: Otto 
Rühle, Rede im Reichstag.

https://www.marxists.org/deutsch/archiv/ruehle/1918/10/25.htm
https://www.marxists.org/deutsch/archiv/ruehle/1918/10/25.htm
http://diebuchmacherei.de/produkt/eine-geschichte-der-novemberrevolution/
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mariners take power and receive the support  of 
the workers of Kiel with whom they form workers’ 
and soldiers’  councils.  In a  few days  the whole 
country  sees  workers’  and  soldiers’  councils 
emerge. There will be 10,000 of them. The blood-
hounds of social-democracy,  Ebert,  Scheidemann 
and  Noske,  actively  prepare  the  counter-revolu-
tion.

Philippe Bourrinet, October 13, 2017.

Revised version

Translation: Jac. Johanson, February 19, 2018

Addendum
Among the first internationalist voices to react on 
the desertion of the majority of international So-
cial-Democracy faced with the outbreak of the 1. 
World War was the Marxist  left  in the Nether-
lands. The Berner Tagwacht (the official organ of 
the Social-Democratic party in Switzerland) pub-

lished an extensive analysis on the emergence and 
degeneration of the Socialist International by An-
ton Pannekoek in its edition of 20.-22.  August 
1914: ‘Der  Zusammenbruch  der  Internationale’. 
This  article  was  soon  published  in  Dutch  and 
English as well.  Cf: ‘The Downfall of the Interna-
tional’, in: The New Review (New York), Vol. II Nº 
11, November 1914, p. 621-630, and:  ‘De ineen-
storting van de Internationale’ in: De Nieuwe Tijd, 
19e Jg., 1914, p. 677-688. It would be followed up 
in  October 1914 by the pamphlet  ‘Het imperia-
lisme,  de wereldoorlog en de sociaal-democratie’ 
by  Herman  Gorter.  This  pamphlet  would  see 
three re-editions in Dutch before the summer of 
1915 and two editions in  German translation by 
its author in September 1915. An English trans-
lation  of  Gorter’s  pamphlet  can  be  found  at 
M.I.A.: Imperialism, the World War and Social-
Democracy. 

(Source: Antonie Pannekoek Archives, 
http://www.aaap.be)

Illustration 1: Berlin, December 1918. Karl Liebknecht addresses a rally at the Tiergarten. Source: Bundesarchiv, Signature B 145 Bild-P046271

https://www.marxists.org/archive/gorter/1914/imperialism.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/gorter/1914/imperialism.htm
http://aaap.be/Pages/Gorter-Inventory.html#German
http://aaap.be/Pages/Pannekoek-Inventory.html#The%20New%20Review
http://www.aaap.be/
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An Invitation to a Discussion
The international situation

Following the Turkish military offensive in the North of Syria since the end of January, (1) a consider-
able number of groups who claim adherence to proletarian internationalism appear to have difficulties to 
formulate an internationalist position, one that does not take sides for either of the conflicting – and 
shifting – alliances in this latest escalation in a regional war, in which the world’s imperialist powers of 
all ranks are implied. This incapacity on a pivotal and decisive question for the revolutionary milieu is 
addressed in a libcom blog contribution included in this issue.

Secondly, three articles by ‘Nuevo Curso’ highlight the latest developments in the international scene at 
the level of the trade war that has been resuscitated by the US administration’s recent tariff measures 
on steel and aluminum trade; the discord that cuts through the European Union at different levels 
simultaneously, faced with the attempt the relaunch its French-German axis after the installation, after 
6 months, of a new (albeit somewhat slimmer) edition of the ‘grand’ coalition government under Merkel, 
and the subsequent ‘winter offensive’ by the German bourgeoisie to make up for the lost time and 
ground.

Last but not least, an article from the latest edition of ‘Revolution or War’ (IGCL) gives an apprecia-
tion of recent expressions and manifestation of the class struggle at a world level, and of the emergence 
of new political forces of the proletariat, posing the question of the relation of forces anew.

Topic: Proletarian Internationalism
• Quoted: “Is the defense of Afrin proletarian internationalism?”

Fredo Corvo on a false kind of solidarity with “oppressed peoples” (23)

Topic: The international Situation
• ‘Nuevo Curso’ on the trade war, the imperialist tensions and the EU

Commercial war: prologue of a generalized war (28)
The blocks at war under the European Union (30)
The great German winter offensive (32)

• ‘Revolution or War’ on the class struggle
First Skirmishes of the Massive Confrontations between the Classes  (34)

Readers are invited to send appreciations of the presented texts, questions and/or own contributions on 
the subject per e-mail. The correspondence will be published in the next release.

Interesting reading,

The editor.

1) See for instance:  Turkish Military Invasion of Northern Syria – ‘Nuevo Curso’: Is Turkey starting a World War? (AFRD Vol. 2 
#01, correction of February 7) or: https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/02/01/turkish-military-invasion-of-
northern-syria/  

 

https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/02/01/turkish-military-invasion-of-northern-syria/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/02/01/turkish-military-invasion-of-northern-syria/
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Quoted: “Is the defense of Afrin proletarian in-
ternationalism?”
Fredo Corvo on a false kind of solidarity with “oppressed peoples”

The Turkish invasion of Northern Syria, with the declared goal of expelling the Kurdish YPG from the 
Turkish border, has caused various reactions from organizations that rely on anarchism, socialism or 
communism. In general, the Turkish invasion is condemned and "the Kurds" are defended. The well-
known left-wing bourgeois groups have responded according to the patterns used for decades to decide  
on which side of the war front they will take part in the imperialist massacres. This is nothing new. But 
in this case we see that groups and individuals who orient themselves at the Communist Left (1) are in-
fluenced by left-wing bourgeois positions. Even groups whose ancestors defended proletarian internation-
alism in the Second World War now find it difficult to put forward the workers' struggle against imperi -
alist war. As we shall see, this has partly to do with a microscopic view of Rojava, the microcosm of a  
supposed "socialism in one province".

1) The Communist Left consists of the left-wing currents that have opposed the reformist tactics imposed on the other parties by 
the Bolshevik Party within the Communist International. Council communism, to which Arbeidersstemmen relates, was one of 
those left-wing currents.

» Most groups of the Communist Left have long 
done with the myth of Rojava. (2) Unhindered by 
this, some groups who rely wholly or in part on 
Marxism and the Communist Left believe, still en-
thusiastically or doubtfully - with many 'yes, but' 
– in the ideal of Rojava. In Germany, this con-
cerns  the  “Council  communist  Workers’  
League” RKAB and the “Friends of the Class-
less  Society”.(3) Some Marxist humanists in the 
United States arrive at a similar defense of Rojava 
in a different way.

The International Marxist-Humanist and the 
Rojava Myth
Two articles about the Turkish invasion of Syria 
have been published on the website "The Interna-
tional Marxist-Humanist". This is the website of 
the  International  Marxist-Humanist  Organiza-
tion (IMHO), which was founded in 2013. Marx-
ist-Humanism  is  an  American  internationalist 
movement  based  on  the  work  of  Raya 

2) Among others: ‘ICT’: In Rojava: People’s War is not 
Class War,  ‘Mouvement Communiste’: Rojava: the 
fraud of a non-existent social revolution masks a 
Kurdish nationalism perfectly compatible with Assad’s 
murderous regime,

3) Fragments on these groups in the original Dutch and Ger-
man versions of this article have been left out in this 
abridged version.

Dunayevskaya. (4)  Other  Marxist-humanist  orga-
nizations are  News & Letters Committees (NLC) 
and  its  split-off,  Marxist-Humanist  Initiative 
(MHI). Of these three groups, only IMHO has so 
far reported on the Turkish invasion of Syria, al-
though  enthusiastic  personal  reports  of  Rojava 
can be found in News & Letters. The two articles 
on the Afrin conflict are published on behalf  of 
the CPRSJ, the Coalition for Peace, Revolution  
and Social Justice, a platform of local branches 
of various organizations (in Los Angeles or Cali-
fornia),  including IHMO. The quotations from a 
speech and an article published on this platform, 
taken from "The International Marxist-Human-
ist", should therefore not simply be attributed to 
IHMO, let alone to other Marxist-humanistic or-
ganizations. But they did not contradict the posi-
tion taken either.

A call by the CPRSJ from January 21., 2018 ends 
as follows:

"Though the Rojava Revolution has its contradic-
tions, as seen in these very ties between the Kurds  
and U.S. and Russian imperialists—bonds that now 
appear  to  be  breaking down — we must defend 
Afrin! The gains and hopes of the Rojava Revolu-

4) F.C.: The Communist Left and Marxist Humanism - Part 1 
On Trump and Neo-Fascism and Part 2/2 The ‘Unfinished 
American Revolution’.

https://libcom.org/blog/communist-left-marxist-humanism-part-22-unfinished-american-revolution-22112017
https://libcom.org/blog/communist-left-marxist-humanism-part-22-unfinished-american-revolution-22112017
https://libcom.org/blog/communist-left-marxist-humanism-part-1-trump-neo-fascism-26102017
https://libcom.org/blog/communist-left-marxist-humanism-part-1-trump-neo-fascism-26102017
http://mouvement-communiste.com/documents/MC/Letters/LTMC1744%20ENvF.pdf
http://mouvement-communiste.com/documents/MC/Letters/LTMC1744%20ENvF.pdf
http://mouvement-communiste.com/documents/MC/Letters/LTMC1744%20ENvF.pdf
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2014-10-30/in-rojava-people%E2%80%99s-war-is-not-class-war
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2014-10-30/in-rojava-people%E2%80%99s-war-is-not-class-war


24 A Free Retriever's Digest

tion, including democratic self-administration, femi-
nism, and communalism, depend upon it! We must  
resist Erdoğan, a neoliberal authoritarian who fanta-
sizes  about  resurrecting  the  Ottoman  Empire 
through genocide of the Kurds!

We call on all people of conscience to  support ac-
tions in protest of this murderous military campaign 
being organized  by diasporic Kurdish communities 
and/or emergency demonstrations at Turkish con-
sulates and embassies globally, as well as in Turkey  
itself. In Los Angeles, the Coalition for Peace, Revo-
lution, and Social Justice (CPRSJ) endorses today’s  
1:00pm emergency action outside the Federal Build-
ing in Westwood.” (5)

At this rally, Ali Kiani gives a speech from which 
CPRSJ and IHMO have published a summary, of 
which I quote the following regarding the Rojava 
myth:

"(…) a multi-ethnic and democratic movement  
of  liberation-oriented  women  from  a  grass-
roots  organization,  which  happened  to  take  
root in Rojava (…).

(…)  the  democratic  feminist  alternative  form  
of self-governance in the Middle East (…)

(…) the least we can do is  to  offer solidarity  
with  the  progressive,  multi-ethnic  people  of  
northern Syria for  the future possibility of  a  
democratic  alternative  in  the  Middle  East  
based on justice and freedom, something that  
could  evolve  into  an  anti-capitalist  humanist  
alternative.  The Kurdish people  of  Afrin can  
depend  only  on  International  solidarity  and  
the  comradeship  of  progressive  forces  who  
stand for an anti-capitalist alternative." (6)

In the name of the same “ideals” that anarchists 
see as the angle of their ‘analysis’,  justice, free-
dom, women's liberation, democracy (note, not 
proletarian democracy), humanism and progress 
a stand is taken for the defense of a people on the 
basis of same uncritically accepted ideological dis-
guise of the rule of the YPG-PYD-PKK over the 
Kurdish "people",  communalism.  The difference 
with anarchism and its followers is that Marxist-
Humanists turn to a "dialectic" that would em-
anate from movements of oppressed peoples and 

5) Afrin Under Attack by Neo-Ottoman Erdogan: We Must 
Defend Afrin!  

6) Ali Kiani Behind Turkey’s Attack on the Afrin Kurds: 
Imperialist Machinations in the Middle East.

minorities such as African Americans and women. 
In addition it is of significance that this current, 
despite  its  worship  of  Rosa  Luxemburg,  has 
adopted Lenin’s right of the nations to self-deter-
mination. I will not reiterate my criticism of these 
principles of Marxism-Humanism. (7) Instead, we 
move from the Rojava myth to some classic justi-
fications  of  involvement  in  the  imperialist  war, 
which can also be found in the "defense of Afrin" 
by some Marxist-Humanists.

Oppressed peoples
The protection of the oppressed peoples is undis-
puted within the workers' movement, the support 
of national liberation however is not. For instance, 
before  the  First  World  War,  Luxemburg  and 
Lenin did not agree on the attitude that Social 
Democracy should take up with regards to the in-
dependence of  Poland (then part  of  the Tsarist 
Empire). Lenin was in favor, Luxemburg against. 
During the First World War Lenin expressed him-
self  in the  Draft  resolution  of  the  left  Social  
Democrats for the first international socialist  
conference, 13th July 1915 (5-8 September 1915 
in  Zimmerwald)  extremely  cautious  about  the 
support  of  oppressed peoples.  With the historic 
era of imperialism, the bourgeoisie had become re-
actionary,  according  to  the  generally  accepted 
opinion of the revolutionaries, and only the social 
revolution could pave the way for peace and free-
dom for the nations. (8) Luxemburg, however, said 
unequivocally:

"The world war serves neither the national defense  
nor the economic or political interests of the masses  
of the people whatever they may be. It is but the  
product  of  the imperialistic  rivalries  between the 
capitalist classes of the different countries for world  
hegemony and for the monopoly in the exploitation  
and oppression of areas still not under the heel of  
capital. In the era of the unleashing of this imperial-
ism, national wars are no longer possible. National  
interests serve only as the pretext for putting the la-
boring masses of the people under the domination 
of their mortal enemy, imperialism.

The policy of the imperialist states and the imperi-
alist war cannot give to a single oppressed nation its  
liberty and its independence. The small nations, the 
ruling classes of which are the accomplices of their  

7) See footnote 4. 
8) See Lenin’s Draft Resolution. 

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1915/aug/26.htm
https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/behind-turkeys-attack-afrin-kurds-imperialist-machinations-middle-east/
https://www.imhojournal.org/articles/behind-turkeys-attack-afrin-kurds-imperialist-machinations-middle-east/
https://cprsj.wordpress.com/2018/01/22/afrin-under-attack-by-neo-ottoman-erdogan-we-must-defend-afrin/
https://cprsj.wordpress.com/2018/01/22/afrin-under-attack-by-neo-ottoman-erdogan-we-must-defend-afrin/
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partners in the big states, constitute only the pawns 
on the imperialist chessboard of the great powers,  
and are used by them, just like their own working  
masses, in wartime, as instruments, to be sacrificed 
to capitalist interests after the war.“ (9) 

The reality of the struggle for the independence of 
Kurdistan has confirmed the views of Luxemburg 
when seen from the standpoint of the class strug-
gle.  The  ruling  classes  of  Kurdistan  are  indeed 
just an appendage to their bourgeois comrades of 
the great powers, in whose service they put them-
selves,  and  whom they  sell  their  proletariat  as 
cannon fodder - but eventually things have turned 
out different from what was expected, they were 
betrayed. The trend towards changing imperialist 
alliances of several states (10) is no reason for the 
proletariat to adopt this same tactic, on the con-
trary. Ali Kiani describes the fate of this partner 
exchange in the case of the YPG-PYD as follows:

„The Kurds earned the world’s respect for defeating  
ISIS with their courageous freedom fighters.

Erdoğan’s  attack  could  not  have  been  launched  
without the approval of Russia, which controls the  
airspace over Afrin. In fact, Russia moved its troops 
out of Afrin as Turkish warplanes bombed the Syr-
ian Kurdish militia group YPG and also its parent  
organization, the PYD.

“According to officials in Afrin, Russia proposed to  
protect Afrin in return for handing over control to  
the Assad regime.  But as the offer  was rejected,  
Russia gave green light to Turkey’s invasion. The 
United States, meanwhile, which conveniently used 
the Kurds as ‘reliable boots on the ground’ in Syria  
for the last years in the international anti-ISIS coali-
tion, stays quiet over their NATO ally’s ambitions  
to sacrifice the heroes of the ISIS war, merely warn-
ing Turkey to ‘avoid civilian casualties‘.”

This fragment is revealing if we do not read it as 
written,  from the point  of  view of  nations,  but 
from the point of view of the working class,  as 
Luxemburg put it above. In an attempt to present 
himself  as  opposing  both  superpowers,  Kiani 
stresses that Russia and the USA both abandon 
the Kurds. As a result, he misses the diametrically 

9) Rosa Luxemburg, Theses on the Tasks of International 
Social-Democracy  (Late 1915).

10) The transformation of alliances is repeating itself ever more. 
This leads to confusion not only among the bourgeois left 
but also among left communist groups.

opposed imperialist interests of both powers hid-
den behind  the  invasion of  Afrin:  Russia  wants 
that the Turks drive the USA out of Syria. (11) 
Compliments  to  the  “courageous  freedom fight-
ers” and “heroes” hide that the Kurdish proletari-
ans are deployed as foot soldiers in the imperialist 
interests of the USA, Russia and several regional 
powers against the emergence of a new imperial-
ism in  the  region,  ‘Islamic  State’,  in  which the 
capitalist interests of the Saddam clique rallied af-
ter the latter’s liquidation.

Marxist-Humanists  might  know how the  Stalin-
ists,  under  the  pretext  of  supporting  oppressed 
peoples,  tried to subjugate the workers of these 
peoples to their own bourgeoisie. After Lithuania, 
Turkey and China, it was the turn of the United 
States during the Second World War. At the be-
ginning  of  the  war,  they  tried  to  cover  up  the 
Hitler-Stalin Pact and prevent American interfer-
ence behind the ultra-right principle of “America 
First.”  Germany’s invasion of Russia changed ev-
erything: the imperialist war had become a war of 
national  liberation,  according  to  the  Stalinists. 
Dunayevskaya  did  not  accept  that,  but  what 
about her followers when calling for the defense of 
Afrin?

Even  after  the  implosion  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
Stalinists  and Trotskyists  have continued to de-
fend  ‘national  liberation’  and  to  support  ‘op-
pressed people’. The Trotskyists do this in a more 
“clever” way than the Stalinists, by laying claim 
to the workers' struggle and concealing the inter-
ests of the great imperialisms in minor conflicts 
('Hear, hear', Mr Kiani) (12) In their support of 
the "Kurdish struggle" this  is  reflected by their 
demand  that  the  PKK  should  involve  Turkish 
workers in their struggle. The question this poses 
is clearly: In what interests does it lie when work-
ers take sides for one camp in a war between im-
perialist powers? Criticizing the YPG-PYD for its 
dependence on American support is part of the 
classical  Trotskyist  arsenal.  Kiani  also  criticizes 
Rojava's  dependency on Russia,  in order to  ap-
pear as taking an independent stance with regards 
to both major powers. But this sort of ambiguity 

11) ‘Nuevo Curso’: Is Turkey starting a World War? In AFRD 
Vol.2 #01 (Corrections), Feb 07, 2018, p.4; online at: 
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/02/01/turkis
h-military-invasion-of-northern-syria/  

12) Gruppe Internationaler Kommunisten (1935): Der 
Klassenkampf im Kriege. No English translation available.

http://www.left-dis.nl/d/Klassenkampf%20im%20Kriege%20Der%20zweite%20Weltkrieg%20ist%20unabwendbarRK14.pdf
http://www.left-dis.nl/d/Klassenkampf%20im%20Kriege%20Der%20zweite%20Weltkrieg%20ist%20unabwendbarRK14.pdf
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/02/01/turkish-military-invasion-of-northern-syria/
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/02/01/turkish-military-invasion-of-northern-syria/
https://www.marxists.org/archive/luxemburg/1915/xx/theses.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/luxemburg/1915/xx/theses.htm
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is dropped massively by the Trotskyists in a ma-
jor  imperialist  conflict,  as  has  already  been 
demonstrated by their support of the “degenerate 
workers’ state” in World War II.

Defensive war
The  Social  Democratic  parties  sided  with  their 
ruling class in the First World War under the pre-
text that this would be a ‘defensive war’, as Marx 
and Engels had supported in their time. The revo-
lutionary Social Democrats, the later Communists 
including  Lenin,  all  argued  that  World  War  I 
opened a different era, that of imperialism and so-
cial revolution. After the imperialist conquest of 
the world's most important regions by the capital-
ist countries, an inter-imperialist struggle for the 
redistribution of the world began. In this new pe-
riod, the distinction between  "attack" and  "de-
fense" served no other interest than an ideological 
deception of the population. All countries claimed 
that  they were defending  themselves  against  an 
attack, because in everyday consciousness this im-
plies  the  right  of  self-defense.  To  justify  future 
wars, the right of self-defense is part of interna-
tional and martial law agreed between imperialist 
sharks. In the continuity of "attack" and "defense" 
the broad exploitation of the number of victims 
and atrocities by... the enemy has become part of 
any imperialist war propaganda.

The defense of 'oppressed nations' and the Rus-
sian 'workers’  state' by the Comintern, later by 
the former People's Commissar for Nationalities, 
Stalin,  led  to  a  return  to  the  previously  con-
demned pretext of the ‘defensive war’ and has be-
come part of the ideological arsenal of the bour-
geois left ever since.

The frequent use of  terms such as  "Turkish at-
tack" makes it  unnecessary to annoy the reader 
with quotes from the aforementioned texts, that 
show them accepting the idea of  attack and  de-
fense without alternative. By contrast, it suffices 
to  remind  that  the  Trump  administration  an-
nounced that it would use Kurdish fighters as bor-
der guards in an area where several US military 
bases  are  located.  It  was  therefore  on  purpose 
that, after having used the YPG against ISIS, to 
have the  Kurdish "freedom fighters"  defend US 
presence in this important region. Russia, by con-
trast, is interested in the USA leaving the area, al-
legedly for the "territorial integrity" of Syria, but 
in reality... to defend its own military presence in 

the Middle East and its access to Mediterranean 
ports.  On  its  part,  not  without  justification  in 
view of the past, Turkey feared that Kurdish bor-
der  guards  would  use  their  military  positions 
along the Turkish border for attacks on Turkish 
territory, and chose to attack Kurdish territory as 
its  “best defense”. In this way, Turkey hopes to 
lay its hands on a part of Syria, should this fall 
apart, allegedly for "receiving refugees". Of course, 
Turkey found Russia's aid and some understand-
ing  with  Germany,  that  wants  to  continue  the 
refugee agreement with Turkey, and traditionally 
pursues its own imperialist interests through Tur-
key  and  Iran.  At  the  end  of  January,  Turkish 
threats were made to its NATO-ally USA, holding 
out an "Ottoman slap", should they continue to 
support  the  YPG.  The  battles  between  Turkey 
and the YPG are therefore part of a much broader 
and potentially more dangerous conflict between 
imperialist superpowers. We can not lose sight of 
this broader context, just as the imperialist antag-
onisms  between  Germany,  Russia,  France  and 
England behind  the  "Serbian-Austrian  affair” of 
the assassination at Sarajevo in July 1914, which 
provided the diplomatic pretext for the outbreak 
of World War I.

The struggle against imperialist war
Marxist-Humanism, in contrast to the bourgeois 
left, emerged from an internationalist standpoint 
of the workers’ struggle against both camps dur-
ing World War II. This explains Kiani's apparent 
independence  from both  Russia  and  the  United 
States in the Afrin conflict, while losing sight of 
the real contradictions between the major powers. 
The urgency of Kiani's  calls  raises the question 
how he believes a repetition of the genocide of the 
Armenian people can be prevented in the case of 
the Kurds.  How can we prevent  an end to the 
"progressive movements" (in which he equates Ro-
java and the uprising in Iran without any class 
analysis), and how could an anti-capitalist human-
ist alternative be derived from it? According to 
the CPRSJ this can be achieved by participating 
in solidarity demonstrations of the Kurdish exile 
community at Turkish diplomatic representations. 
If such actions are widely reported in the main-
stream media, and the US government uses them 
as an opportunity for bombing – as for example 
was the case when Kobane was threatened by ISIS 
–  this can still be ironed out by criticizing the 
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YPG and the SDF for their dependence on the 
USA.

Under the guise of solidarity, the proletariat gets 
used to wrong decisions in imperialist conflicts. It 
is kept from a struggle on the basis of its class in-
terests, and it is thereby prepared for its ideologi-
cal and physical integration into imperialist war 
efforts. The left-wing bourgeois groups cooperat-
ing with this thereby prove to be part of the state 
apparatus of the bourgeoisie. Those international-
ist groups who do the same, will slide more and 
more  away  from  the  positions  of  the  working 
class,  until  they  too  are  part  of  the  bourgeois 
state.

The bitter truth is that the working class is un-
likely to be able to stop the imperialist wars in 
the  short  term.  Even  the  movement  of  the  oil 
strike in the Iraqi Kurdish region and then into 
Iran,  and  the  subsequent  protests  by  mostly 
young  unemployed  proletarians,  could  not  stop 
Iran's participation in the imperialist wars in the 
Near  East.  After  a  rapid  development  into  a 
movement  against  all  ruling  groups  of  Iranian 
capitalism and against Iran's participation in the 
regional wars, the movement stagnated due to a 
lack  of  organization  “In  Real  Life”. (13)  Since 
then, hidden from the eyes of the "democratic" al-
lies,  repression reigns  by anonymous gangs that 
do not make prisoners but let militant proletari-
ans “disappear".

The wars in the Near East will not stop until this 
movement of workers attains the same level as in 
Iran at the turn of the year, and develops further 
in order to create the self-organization of working 
and  unemployed  workers  in  general  assemblies. 
There the discussion can be conducted on how the 
movement  can best  be  expanded.  In  particular, 
the extension beyond the boundaries of sectors, 
religion, language, culture, and notably across na-
tional borders, is of paramount importance. The 
movement will therefore not only target its own 
ruling classes, but at the same time all political 
groups of the ruling classes of all countries.

The road to an inevitable proletarian world revo-
lution is  long and runs everywhere through the 
rise and fall  of the workers'  actions against the 

13) ‘Nuevo Curso’ on the proletarian movement in Iraqi Kur-
distan and Iran, AFRD Vol.2 #01, Feb 01, 2018, p.17; online 
at: https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/02/01/  

consequences of the capitalist crisis and the impe-
rialist war. But it is the only road for the working 
class to develop the class consciousness and self-
organization  needed  to  defeat  capitalism  world-
wide. «

Fredo Corvo

(Research until February 20, 2018)

Source: Is the defense of Afrin proletarian inter-
nationalism? – Fredo Corvo 
http://libcom.org/blog/defense-afrin-proletarian-
internationalism-05032018

Translation and annotations: F.C. Proofreading: H.C., 
March 5, 2018. Final editing: March 11, 2018

New at Left-dis

At a time at which proletarian internationalism 
seems to be forgotten:

“From the 2nd to the 3rd Internationale -  
Three articles by Anton Pannekoek”. 

The New Review, New York, 1914-1916. 

• Introduction  (fragment  from  Gerber’s  Pan-
nekoek biography)

• The downfall of the International, 
• New tactics against war, basis of a new Inter-

national, 
◦ The war of defense
◦ Action against war

• The Third International.

Downloadable pdf, 30 pages, A4.

http://www.left-dis.nl/uk/AP_3articles.pdf
http://libcom.org/blog/defense-afrin-proletarian-internationalism-05032018
http://libcom.org/blog/defense-afrin-proletarian-internationalism-05032018
https://afreeretriever.wordpress.com/2018/02/01/
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Topic: International Situation
‘Nuevo Curso’ on the trade war, the imperialist tensions and the EU

Commercial war: prologue of a generalized war
» The unfolding of war tensions over the last year 
is  now evident.  It  began as an affirmation of a 
protectionist  re-focussing of  the  American econ-
omy but soon transformed into the renegotiation 
of  the  entire  scaffolding of  international  trade 
agreements. Renegotiation that was openly milita-
rized in Trump's new national security strategy. A 
trade war became recognizable when the US im-
posed tariffs on washing machines and solar pan-
els...  and  as  all  states,  from  Asia  to  Europe 
through Mexico and Canada, had to face a combi-
nation of unilateral impositions and new dog faced 
negotiations with the USA.

But the new barrage of tariffs on steel and alu-
minum attacks the very nerve of large-scale indus-
trial  capitalism. Europe, Canada, China,  India... 
receive  a  direct  impact.  Other  regional  imperi-
alisms,  such  as  Brazil,  are  facing  even  greater 
competition  with  Russia  and  China, (1)  among 
other things because Trump soon ends any illu-
sion of obtaining an "exception". Others, like the 
capitalism of the Mexican state, redefined as an 
auxiliary economy for thirty years, find themselves 
in the ropes.

The  first  European  reprisals  are  silenced  by 
Trump with the advance of a new tariff on the au-
tomotive industry, the heart of German exports. 
Merkel warns Trump that the commercial war is a 
race to the bottom and seeks an accommodation. 
Trump responds that for the USA such wars are 
good and "easy to win".

The problem of trade and currency wars is  not 
who wins, but that so far they all have been the 
prologue to a generalized imperialist war. Capital-
ism no longer fits to national borders and any re-
striction of markets pushes it to assault the mar-
kets of  its  rivals,  alternative markets,  or simply 
strategic interests from which to try to gain a cer-
tain advantage, by force.

The  first  consequence  of  the commercial  war  is 
the rise of militarism. The new Russian nuclear 
missiles,  presented with all  the chauvinistic fan-

1) http://www.dw.com/es/brasil-tendrá-dificultad-en-
encontrar-otro-mercado-para-el-acero/a-42816207  

fare typical of the Putin regime have been only 
the tip of a sinister iceberg highlighted by the me-
dia. China, Iran, India, Australia... and of course 
the USA, Europe and everyone who has the ca-
pacity to develop new weapons have accelerated a 
new arms race.

Along with militarism, the authoritarian develop-
ment of the state is not, as it is presented to us, a 
"Chinese  phenomenon", albeit  the Chinese  state 
bourgeoisie is the first to openly acknowledge the 
relationship  between  the  two. (2)  If  China  pre-
pares for war by making its political and military 
structures more authoritarian, in the rest of the 
world it is exactly the same and they did not start 
yesterday.

The Turkish Path
Turkey is a good example. When it saw the doors 
of  the  EU  closed,  it  reoriented  the  imperialist 
need to find new markets towards Central Asia. 
Politically, this resulted in the creation of bodies 
such as the  "Council of Turkoman Countries" or 
the "Turkish Parliamentary Assembly", but above 
all  in  abundant  investments  in  communications, 
roads and gas infrastructures. Internally that was 
translated in the increasing power of a brother-
hood, the Hizmet of Fethullah Gülen, an organi-
zation  of  the  small  industrial  and  commercial 
bourgeoisie that capitalized the expansion towards 
the Northeast... to the point of colonizing and try-
ing to instrumentalize the Turkish state. The ten-
sions led to an increasingly violent conflict with 
Erdogan, who conducted a whole series of purges 
using the Kemalist judicial apparatus. This inter-
nal conflict, spurred on by the US, ended with the 
coup attempt of 2016 in which the same Erdogan 
was saved by the minute thanks to Russian intelli-
gence and was escorted through the air  by two 
Russian fighters during the attempt.

The coup triggered the authoritarian tendencies of 
the state and the concentration of powers without 
which Erdogan could not discipline - as the coup 
showed - the own Muslim petty bourgeoisie, fat-

2) https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/04/world/asia/chinas-
leaders-meet-xi-jinping.html  

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/04/world/asia/chinas-leaders-meet-xi-jinping.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/04/world/asia/chinas-leaders-meet-xi-jinping.html
http://www.dw.com/es/brasil-tendr%C3%A1-dificultad-en-encontrar-otro-mercado-para-el-acero/a-42816207
http://www.dw.com/es/brasil-tendr%C3%A1-dificultad-en-encontrar-otro-mercado-para-el-acero/a-42816207
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tened by Asian expansion. But if he was so criti-
cized  by  the  global  Anglo-Saxon  press  it  was 
above all because it marked a turning point in the 
imperialist  alignment  of  Turkey.  Until  then  in 
Central Asia, Turkey had collaborated and com-
peted at the same time with Russians and Chi-
nese, but above all it had been promoted as an al-
ternative to the European dependence on Russian 
gas with the support of the USA and Germany. It 
was the "Nabucco" project, an alternative to the 
famous "South Stream" to market the gas of the 
largest world reserves - those of Turkmenistan - 
without going through Russia...  which obviously 
was not liked in Moscow.

The realignment of Turkey and the European re-
sponse were accompanied by the discovery of gas 

in  Cyprus  and  the  development  of  the  war  in 
Syria, with the USA turning the local arm of the 
PKK into  its  main army in  the field.  It  was  a 
"perfect storm" for Turkish capital, which at times 
was locked and cornered in its borders. The re-
sponse  was  immediate:  increasing  pressure  on 
Greece  (now  Germany's  main  regional  ally), 
African expansion and direct participation in the 
Syrian war.

The Cypriot question is getting worse every time. 
Israel, Egypt and Cyprus with Greek-German and 
North American support, want to exploit the gas 
pockets that are under Cypriot territorial waters 
and  send  it  directly  to  Europe...  making  both 
Nabucco and South Stream lose strategic impor-
tance.

The sending of Turkish naval forces, the claim 
that "it will not allow gas exploration in Cypriot  
waters"; that it will sink the platforms if necessary 
and that  it  can afford a  war on two fronts, (3) 
puts the entire region on the brink of war. A war 
in which Greece would also be directly involved, 
the USA, possibly France and Italy, and diplomat-
ically and financially Germany, and through the 
latter the entire EU.

The Syrian front does not point to a relaxation of 
the war tensions either. Today [March 5, 2018] the 
news was leaking that Iran will leave its bases in 
Syria to the PKK to let them attack the Turkish 

3) http://www.ekathimerini.com/226397/article/ekathimerin
i/news/erdogan-advisor-says-ankara-ready-to-strike-in-
eastern-med  

army in Afrin from there. (4) Each step, each affir-
mation  of  the  international  interests  of  Turkish 
capital opens a chain of events that points to the 
direct confrontation between major powers. Tur-
key is the example of everything that leads to the 
development of the commercial war... throughout 
the world. «

Nuevo Curso, March 5, 2018.

Source: Guerra comercial: prólogo de una guerra 
generalizada> – Nuevo Curso 
https://nuevocurso.org/guerra-comercial-prologo-de-una-
guerra-generalizada/

4) https://www.debka.com/mivzak/syria-iran-enable-
kurdish-forces-stream-e-syria-afrin/  

Illustration 2: The two alternative routes of gas output from Asia to Europe: Nabucco, via Turkey and South Stream via Russia.
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The blocks at war under the European Union
» The Spanish, French and German press presents 
us again and again a picture of the world where 
Brexit  and Trump accelerate  the road to  chaos 
and war, hand in hand with Putin and Erdogan, 
while a Europe personified by a  "young Macron" 
and a  sensible  and  humanitarian  Merkel  try  to 
reason with each other while trying to promote a 
precarious "United States of Europe" to curb the 
development  of  the  populist  and  xenophobic 
forces that grow within the Union itself. It is, evi-
dently, a lie.

The  German  strategy  is  of  course  to  support 
Macron and consolidate within a Germanized EU, 
without  giving  too  much  political  initiative  to 
France, while not consuming a deeper union, one 
that would require a merger and concentration of 
capital between the two powers. Much of the po-
litical initiative presented as more  "Europeanist", 
such as moving to a single corporate tax in the 
two countries, aims to accelerate and accompany 
this process. The development of the Union's "de-
fense pillar", the military campaign led by France 
and co-financed by Germany to control the Sahel, 
the joint strategies in Syria, and with regards to 
Turkey,  Russia  and  China,  are  subordinated  to 
that process. A long-term strategic move that is 
subsequently sold through the discourse of  "Eu-
rope as a global alternative to a senseless USA". 
In reality however the Franco-German axis is far 
from being able to discipline Europe by imposing 
a reform of community institutions tailored to its 
imperialist needs.

The group of "Northern" countries
Today, the emergence of a "northern block" in the 
EU, whose nucleus would consist of the Nether-
lands,  Ireland,  Denmark,  Sweden  and  Finland, 
was reported to the press. Countries that share a 
high degree of merger between their large capitals 
with Great Britain (Shell, AstraZeneca, etc.), that 
have  historically  been  Germany's  geopolitical 
counterweight and that in majority were part of 
the British attempt to create an alternative to the 
EEC in the 1960s. To these the Baltic countries, 
have to be added, who were already born with a 
strong tie to the Anglo-Saxon powers.

This so-called "block" would be the continuation 
of  British  "Eurosceptic" positions,  making  the 
"Schäuble argument" itself that the German min-

ister launched in his day against Greece and the 
Mediterranean  countries. (5)  They  propose  to 
maintain the euro by rejecting the mutualization 
of risks and the inevitable centralization of Euro-
pean finances  around a set  of  rules and capital 
concentrations  that  would  occur,  in  principle, 
around the European "fertile crescent" (from Bel-
gium to Northern Italy uniting France and Ger-
many). It is a fragile position that reveals the own 
weakness, with which their national capitals have 
been confronted by the prospect of a Brexit,  in 
which the bond that unites them to the City of 
London  is  increasingly  being  put  in  question. 
They resist the great movement of capital concen-
tration that is about to come, but have no other 
alternative than to maintain the European institu-
tional and financial framework "as is".

The group of Visegrad
The Visegrad group consists of Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia and Hungary. They stood up 
against Merkel's refugees policy, refusing to admit 
the quotas and raising the flag of an increasingly 
authoritarian and ethnic nationalism. Poland and 
Hungary were the first countries to be questioned 
by the European institutions for their internal re-
forms. (6)  Until  recently  they  were  to  be  disci-
plined by Brussels and Berlin. But if Poland and 
Hungary were already a difficult bite, the re-elec-
tion of Zeman in the Czech Republic and above 
all, the election of the ultra-nationalist Sebastian 
Kurz in Austria,  is  a leap forward that resusci-
tates the danger of spreading the centrifugal ten-
dencies of Eastern countries.  The call  for atten-
tion to Romania about its judicial reform is more 
than an anecdotal concern in Brussels.

The area of Franco-German hegemony
The two  main  economies  linked  to  the  Franco-
German axis, Spain and Italy, are going through a 
phase of political stagnation. If the Spanish stag-
nation worries the Spanish bourgeoisie, afraid of 
how it  gets out of  the wave of  mergers that is 
about  come, (7)  the  Italian  case  is  even  more 
stressful for the ruling classes, to the extent that 

5) https://elpais.com/economia/2018/03/05/actualidad/1520
277172_217994.html  

6) http://www.dw.com/es/polonia-presidente-desaf%C3%ADa-
a-la-ue-y-firma-polémicas-leyes/a-41882013  

7) https://nuevocurso.org/el-capital-espanol-busca-
comprador-en-alemania/  
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Italy had been, until now, aspiring to be the third 
pillar of the European axis... and this condemns it 
to  be  left  out.  In  spite  of  everything,  nothing 
questions the loyalty of the Spanish capital to the 
voice of German command, or the exaltation of 
Macron  by  the  media.  When  it  has  to  put  its 
shoulder in the Mediterranean or West Africa, the 
axis  can count  on Spanish capital  and take  for 
granted that Italian capital will remain aligned by 
the logic of their own imperialist interests in the 
Mediterranean.  Spain  also  comes  with  a  prize: 
Portugal  has  increasingly  become  an  orphan  of 
Great Britain, and has seen its financial system 
absorbed by the Spanish. Today, its state depends 
from Spain for such basic services like ensuring ir-
rigation to the peasants or fighting fires, and can 

only aspire to "communitarize" all public policies, 
in order not to fall  into an even greater depen-
dence from their only terrestrial neighbor.

In  the  Balkans,  Tsipras  has  converted  into  the 
great German herald. Not only internally, where 
he triumphantly appears as  "liberating the coun-
try from the memorandum" and from the troika, 
even  though  the  wages  continue  to  fall  in  the 
name of capitals’ competitiveness and poverty is 
there to stay. Also in foreign policy: Raising the 
German project in face of Tusk when Merkel finds 
it difficult,  approaching Poland when Germany's 
relations  with  its  neighbor  get  excessively 
stressed,  and  there  is  no  European  summit  at 
which the selfsame Tsipras does not look like the 
right hand of the chancellor.

In reality Greek capital is discovering the oppor-
tunity to develop its regional imperialism in the 
German  shadow  while  strengthening  ties  with 
China. Tsipras has already signed an AVE [high 
speed rail transport] with Bulgaria that will con-
nect the Greek ports with the Bulgarian ones on 
the Danube and the Black Sea, linking up with 

the  Chinese  silk  route  project  and  receiving  a 
good part of its financing from the Asian giant. Of 
course, Germany or China are not enough cover-
age in case the Turkish military threat material-
izes, but for those things France is always there. 
And at the moment the strategy could not be bet-
ter:  after  organizing  the  "Balkan  summit" with 

Illustration 3: Caricature about the "overcoming" of the memorandum and the European protectorate over Greece, the main  
triumph raised by Tsipras and his government 
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Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania, Tsipras is reinforc-
ing the expansion of Greek capital. He does not 
save gestures with Serbia and organizes the lat-
ter’s  candidacy  to  become  member  of  the  EU, 
while securing infrastructure contracts for Greek 
companies. The same happens in Macedonia, with 
Merkel acting as "bad cop".

Today Europe, tomorrow the world
But if German imperialism has a weakness today 
it is first of all its haste. A haste accentuated by 
the rapid advance of the commercial war with the 
USA and China. "The world is not going to wait  
for us," Merkel said in German parliament. She is 
right: to this day the great German capital dis-
poses of a powerful European armature that goes 
beyond the institutional.  But it is still far from 
being a viable block. What it has to do in order 
to construct one, will involve exacerbating the al-

ready existing trade, military and war tensions in 
the grand global imperialist game, but above all, 
as we well know in Greece, Portugal or Spain, at-
tacking the living conditions of millions of workers 
across the continent. Merkel is not calling us to 
the  "European dream", she is calling all national 
bourgeoisies to battle. They will present us the 26 
sides of the 26 national interests, that is, of the 26 
European national bourgeoisies. Confronted with 
us, these 26 are  one. Their  "Europeanization" as 
well  as their  "renationalization" is our precarity. 
We can not forget this. «

Nuevo Curso, March 6, 2018

Source: Los bloques en guerra bajo la Unión Europea  
– Nuevo Curso https://nuevocurso.org/los-bloques-en-
guerra-bajo-la-union-europea/

The great German winter offensive
» After agonizing negotiations that have bogged 
down the German bourgeoisie, Merkel is chancel-
lor again. Meanwhile, the commercial war has be-
come an undeniable fact.  Today it  is news that 
the USA is preparing a new tariff swath against 
Chinese technological products. In this framework, 
with the growth figures of the German economy 
the remarkable thing is not the figures themselves, 
but their dependence on exports, which forces a 
foreign  policy  to  defend  European  markets  and 
conquer non-EU countries.

The political stalemate in Italy with its inevitable 
anti-German turns,  the  growing  pressure  of  the 
"Visegrad  bloc",  the  need  to  discipline  the 
Balkans before a new enlargement [of the EU], the 
constant encouragement by the United States to 
put  sticks  in  the  wheel  of  the  German 
project... (8) and the latter’s own internal difficul-
ties  to  renew  its  political  apparatus.  Even  the 
German bourgeoisie itself  thought that this was 
too much to eat with a single bite.

The result was the announcement by Macron and 
Merkel of delaying the presentation of the reform 
plan for the euro, a key part of the federalizing re-
organization of Europe, which is the central ele-
ment of the French-German strategy.

8) https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/20/world/europe/poland
-european-union.html  

But almost immediately, the correlation of forces 
changes again and the German state apparatus re-
acts with agility.  In spite  of  the doubts,  of  the 
fragilities,  the previous message is  annulled and 
the French-German plan is announced again: this 
will  be  the  month  of  the  great  German  offen-
sive. (9)

What has changed in Europe?
1. To the surprise of the German diplomacy itself, 
Macron achieved a historic  triumph by opening 
the door for European funds to be distributed on 
condition  of  "compliance  with  European  norms 
and values".  A torpedo  in  the  waterline  of  the 
group  of  Visegrad  –  Poland,  Hungary,  Slovakia 
and the Czech Republic, the countries with a legal 
development of the most marked authoritarianism 
– that simultaneously keeps them under surveil-
lance of the European Commission. And of course 
this is a serious warning for the rebellious Austria 
as well, whose government of alliance between the 
right and the extreme right could burn if it comes 
too close to the ultra-nationalism of the Visegrad 
[group].

2. Juncker proposed a reform that will be key to 
the development of the Franco-German strategy of 
organizing a common block in Europe: the com-

9) http://www.dw.com/es/francia-propuesta-de-reforma-del-
euro-con-alemania-en-marzo/a-42947623  
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mon foreign policy would be decided by a quali-
fied  majority  of  15  or  16  countries,  instead  of 
unanimously as before. However, it [the outcome] 
is obligatory for everyone, regardless of what they 
would have voted for.

3.  The  Romanian  Social  Democratic  Party,  the 
former Stalinist CP, declared itself in favor of Ro-
mania adopting the euro in 2024. It would be the 
first Eurozone extension to an important country 
since 2009, when Slovakia joined, and will  be a 
key element in the expansion of the Franco-Ger-
man discipline to the Balkans.

4. And surely the most decisive event has been 
the Slovak political crisis. The political murder of 
an  investigative  journalist  and  his  partner  pro-
duced mass mobilizations against the government 
and the Slovak political apparatus, that have led 
to  the  latter’s  practical  collapse.  Germany  has 
been able to use the instability by managing sup-
port for the movement while offering help to the 
authorities, demonstrating that not only the An-
glo-Saxon powers know how to use the "Maidan" 
or the "process" as a bargaining chip.

The next phase of the German offensive will not 
be easy, of course. In the first place it will imply, 
as has already been pointed out in the new grand 
coalition government, an internal and external re-
laxation of the austerity policies (10) ...which pos-
sibly reinforces the centrifugal tendencies of the 
"Northern" states. On the other hand, there is no 
other option but to maintain an increasingly am-
biguous tone with Russia, which in turn will exac-
erbate  the  suspicions  of  the  Visegrad countries. 
But there is no other option for German imperial-
ism. The British isolation and its lack of maneu-
vering ability in the matter of the murdered spies 
clearly show that it is not in their interest to ex-
acerbate  the  response  to  the  constant  Russian 
provocations  and attacks  while  the front of  the 
commercial war with the USA is open... and is not 
showing signs of closing soon. «

Nuevo Curso, March 14, 2018

10) https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/14/business/economy/ge
rmany-merkel-economy-reforms.html  

Source: La gran ofensiva alemana de invierno  – 
Nuevo Curso https://nuevocurso.org/la-gran-ofensiva-
alemana-de-invierno/

Translations: H.C., March 18, 2018. Proofreading: F.C., 
March 19, 2018. Final editing: March 20, 2018.

The next release of A Free Retriever's Digest is envisaged for the second half of May 2018. Send your notifications and contribu-
tions ultimately on Saturday, May 12th.
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https://nuevocurso.org/la-gran-ofensiva-alemana-de-invierno/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/14/business/economy/germany-merkel-economy-reforms.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/14/business/economy/germany-merkel-economy-reforms.html
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First Skirmishes of the Massive Confrontations 
between the Classes
‘Revolution or War’ on the class struggle

» As weak and limited as it may appear at first 
glance,  the  international  dynamic  of  workers’ 
struggles continues on all continents. Without be-
ing exhaustive, it is interesting to make a quick 
list of some of them in order to draw a vision and 
a general understanding. Greek workers went on a 
massive strike against Syriza’s imposition of the 
austerity bill from the European Union. Similarly 
in  Tunisia protests  against  unemployment  and 
austerity  spread  throughout  the  country  during 
the month of January. The masses of workers have 
not forgotten that such demonstrations led to the 
overthrow of Tunisian President Ben Ali. In  Iran 
demonstrations  erupted  throughout  the  country 
at  the  end  of  December  against  unemployment 
and austerity measures. There were 3,500 arrests 
and three deaths. It was the same in many coun-
tries, from India, in Sudan to Iraqi Kurdistan ... 
In December, thousands of demonstrators clashed 
with the police around the Argentine parliament 
in Buenos Aires to prevent the adoption of a new 
’reform’  against  pensions.  In  January,  in  Korea 
Hyundai  car  workers  rejected  the  agreement 
signed between management and the union and 
went on a wildcat strike. It was the same in gold 
mines in  South Africa.  At the announcement of 
the  cuts  at  Carrefour,  28  supermarkets  in  Bel-
gium went on wildcat strike on January 26.

Apparently less spectacular and without a doubt 
fully controlled and managed by the unions, the 
rolling strikes launched by the IG Metall union in 
the German metal industry are very indicative of 
both the strengths and weaknesses of the prole-
tariat today as well as of its dynamic of resistance 
to  capital.  After  the  important  and  numerous 
strikes of these preceding years in transportation, 
rail and aviation mainly, the fact that the IG Met-
all union was obliged to launch such a movement 
with  apparently  “radical”  demands  (28  hours 
work week) expresses that the unions are today 
constrained, including in Germany, to occupy the 
“social” ground to confront the workers’ increas-
ing discontent and combativity and to nip in the 

bud any real struggle against capitalism and the 
ruling class.

As we wrote in RoW # 8 in “an imperialist power 
like France there are more than 270 strikes every  
day  involving  tens  of  thousands  of  proletarians  
(...) and this is the case for all the big imperialist  
powers with 150 to 300 strikes from a few prole-
tarians to several thousand.” While most of these 
strikes are tightly controlled by the unions, they 
nevertheless  show that  the  working class  is  not 
ready to submit to the attacks of the capitalists 
and their state against their living and working 
conditions. This reveals the historical tendency to-
wards  massive  confrontations  between  classes, 
which does not mean that it leads us to an in-
evitable victory of the proletariat. Indeed, worker 
militancy alone will not be enough if it is not ac-
companied by a political will to thwart the traps 
of trade unions and bourgeois left parties and pre-
pare for massive confrontations against the capi-
talist state. Working class combativity and class 
consciousness  are  indispensable.  The  absence  of 
an internationalist and international party is one 
of the factors that may considerably weaken the 
proletariat and may prevent its victory.

These struggles slow the austerity measures and 
delay the world war between the imperialist blocs. 
On the other hand, it would be a mistake to be-
lieve that the present struggles are only an eco-
nomic  nature.  Every  day,  during  each  struggle, 
proletarians  become  conscious  of  the  limits  of 
their struggle, of the sabotage by the unions and 
left-wing  parties  that  prevent  a  frontal  struggle 
against the capitalist states. The abstention of the 
proletarians of Catalonia during the referendum, 
the failed strikes of the Catalan nationalists who 
could  not  rally  the  majority  of  the  workers,  as 
well as the lack of support for the Spanish bour-
geoisie are facts which show that the proletariat is 
not ready to engage in one of the two nationalist 
camps to defend its ruling class. Let’s recall the 
Telefónica strike  in 2015. The proletarians saw 
an  alliance  between  management  and  collabora-
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tionist unions that simply wanted to put an end 
to the independent organization they had them-
selves created and through which they fought for 
their demands, in contrast with the policy of con-
cessions that unions are familiar with.

These struggles postpone the decisions of the im-
perialist blocs towards a world war. These imperi-
alist powers have to “content themselves” with lo-
cal wars to defend their interests. These local wars 
and the austerity measures are vain attempts of a 
capitalist system in complete decadence to attenu-
ate the effects of the 2008 crisis. Crisis which has 
not  only  disastrous  economic  effects  but  also 
forces the national bourgeoisies to politically re-
orientate  themselves,  as in the United Kingdom 
with the Brexit, in France with Macron, in the US 
with Trump and in various countries of East Eu-
rope.

This situation also has effects among the elements 
of  the  proletariat.  It  favours  the  appearance  of 
new communist voices in the world. We therefore 
salute  Workers’  Offensive in  the  US  and 
Nuevo Curso in Spain. (1)

In  the  October  2017 issue  of  Intransigence  #1, 
Worker’s  Offensive writes that  “In light of the 
advanced state of rot of the present society and  
the urgency of the threat that it poses, the pri-
mary task of those of us who call ourselves “mili-
tants” can only be to regroup around a set of core  
principles to constitute ourselves as a political or-
ganization capable of participating in the strug-
gles of the class. Such an organization would also  
be tasked with preparing the material and organi-
zational means of struggle, engaging in a theoreti-
cal appraisal of the system to better fight against  
it,  and putting forward the interests of workers  
against those of their exploiters in every situation.  
It will take an uncompromising stance against ev-
ery faction of the exploiting class, not excluding  
its “left - wing” foot - soldiers, exposing them be-
fore workers and demonstrating to the latter how  
they collude with the enemy and sabotage their  
struggles.”

As for  Nuevo  Curso, in four months, thanks to 
its activity and dynamism, it sets itself in its own 
way, active, open and non-sectarian, in an original 

1) See: ‘New Communist Voices : Nuevo Curso (Spain) and 
Workers’ Offensive (United States)’: 
http://www.igcl.org/New-Communist-Voices-Nuevo-Curso 

approach, in the fight which consists of gathering 
and focusing all of the revolutionary forces around 
the positions and the debates of the Communist 
Left and its material expressions, political groups, 
and circles.

The  following  writings  by  Rosa  Luxemburg  in 
The Mass Strike are as relevant as ever :

“The social democrats [the Communist groups of  
today]  are  the  most  enlightened,  most  class-con-
scious vanguard of the proletariat. They cannot and 
dare not wait, in a fatalist fashion, with folded arms  
for the advent of the “revolutionary situation,” to  
wait for that which in every spontaneous peoples’  
movement, falls from the clouds. On the contrary,  
they must now, as always, hasten the development 
of things and endeavour to accelerate events. This  
they cannot do, however, by suddenly issuing the  
“slogan” for a mass strike at random at any odd  
moment, but first and foremost, by making clear to  
the widest layers of the proletariat the inevitable  
advent of this revolutionary period, the inner social  
factors making for it and the political consequences  
of it. If the widest proletarian layer should be won  
for a political mass action of the social democrats,  
and if, vice versa, the social democrats should seize  
and maintain the real leadership of a mass move-
ment – should they become, in a political sense, the 
rulers of the whole movement, then they must, with 
the utmost clearness, consistency and resoluteness,  
inform the German proletariat of their tactics and 
aims in the period of coming struggle”.

Revolutionaries  and  the  most  conscious  workers 
cannot shirk their responsibility: to face the stakes 
of  the situation;  group together to clarify them 
collectively; to proclaim and convince that there is 
no way out of the crisis and the war of capital if it 
is not destroyed; to be able to intervene and polit-
ically guide the inevitable class fights. «

Normand, February 3rd 2018.

Source: First Skirmishes of the Massive Confronta-
tions between the Classes  – Revolution or War 
(Feb. 20, 2018)  http://www.igcl.org/First-
Skirmishes-of-the-Massive

http://www.igcl.org/First-Skirmishes-of-the-Massive
http://www.igcl.org/First-Skirmishes-of-the-Massive
http://www.igcl.org/New-Communist-Voices-Nuevo-Curso


Illustration 4: Caricature on the process against Rosa Luxemburg on February 20, 1914 at Frankfurt/Main, in which she was sentenced to one year of  
prison for calling soldiers to disobedience. Title: “Militarism in the dock”. Source: «Der Wahre Jacob», Nr. 731, July 1914. 
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