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From the Editor

Wednesday, February 7, 2018

L.S.

Due to an omission at the final editing, the Abstract of The ‘Unfinished American Revolution’ has only 
been included by half in the current issue of this Digest and, moreover, in an erroneous redaction. The com-
plete and corrected version, verified by its author, can be read here.

Also included is a revised translation of the statement of January 25 by the Spanish forum Nuevo Curso:  
‘Is Turkey starting a World War?’ after verification with its authors.

A Free Retriever's Digest is committed to the linguistic accuracy of its articles and translations. Noti-
fications of editorial errors and omissions are therefor highly appreciated.

Internationalist regards,

Henry Cinnamon

A Free Retriever’s Digest
An interested Selection of Articles & News Feeds

The next release of A Free Retriever's Digest is envisaged for the second half of March 2018. Please send your publication notif-
cations and contributions ultimately on Sunday, March 11.
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The Communist Left and Marxist-Humanism
Abstract of Part 2/2: The ‘Unfinished American Revolution’ (Fredo Corvo)

“It is no historic secret that the later the bourgeois revolution against feudalism or slavery takes place, the  
less complete it is, due to the height of class opposition between capital and labor. The lateness in the abo-
lition of slavery in the United States accounts for the tenacious economic survivals of slavery which still  
exist in the country.”  Raya Dunayevskaya ‘American Civilization on Trial’ p. 16.

The preceding part of this article on Marxist-Humanism, (1) took the rise the of ultra-right in the 
United States – and worldwide – since the election of Trump, as a starting point to review historical  
similarities and differences between the situation in the USA and in Europe. Since my point of view has  
been influenced by the Italian and especially the German-Dutch Communist Left, the article could not 
avoid the subject of differences in analysis and positioning between proletarian internationalist groups. 
Focusing on the position of the American internationalist current that, referring to Raya Dunayevskaya, 
calls itself 'Marxist-humanist', I came to the conclusion that any serious discussion of the Communist 
Left with the Marxist-Humanist internationalists should include the theoretical-historical source of their 
actual analyses: Raya Dunayevskaya’s 1963 ‘American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Van-
guard.’

Abstract
Marxist-Humanism takes its internationalist roots 
from Raya Dunayevskaya’s break with Trotsky in 
1939 on his defense of the Russian ‘workers' state’ 
in  case  of  a  world  war.  In  the  Netherlands, 
Sneevliet’s  Marx–Lenin–Luxemburg  Front took 
the same position. During the 1941 massive Feb-
ruary Strike against anti-Semitic raids and work-
ers being obliged to forced labor in Germany, the 
MLL-Front defended its internationalist position. 
Dunayevskaya  in  1943  saw  half  a  million  mine 
workers (a bigger part of which were Blacks) go 
on strike and an outburst of Black mass demon-
strations  against  racism  in  New  York,  Chicago 
and Detroit.

The Communist Left differs from internationalist 
groups  breaking  with  Trotskyism in  the  inheri-
tance  from  Trotskyism  by  the  latter  of  certain 
tactics  of the Communist  International  that the 
Communist  Left  resisted.  The  Communist  Left 
understood more or less the need of a change in 
tactics as a result of a change in period, character-
ized by imperialist war, economic crises and mass 
strikes.  However,  Lenin  and  Trotsky  attributed 
the capitulation of Social-democracy before impe-
rialism to treacherous leadership and proposed a 
continuation of social democratic tactics under a 
different leadership, namely theirs.

Dunayevskaya takes the apparent success of Black 
nationalism in the Interbellum as an occasion to 
fall back on the IV. Congress of the Communist 
International (1922) which adopted Lenin’s The-
ses on the National and Colonial Questions and to 
accept  the  theory  of  Workers’  Aristocracy.  The 
German and Dutch Communist Left at the other 
hand opposed all kinds of nationalism as a bour-
geois  ideology,  included  the  nationalism  of  op-
pressed minorities. Pannekoek underlined that na-
tionalism is the most dangerous of bourgeois ide-
ologies, because it not only derives its force from 
the past – like religion – but from the economic 
foundations of society itself.

The article generally agrees with Dunayevskaya’s 
analyses of the American Revolutionary War, of 
the American Civil War and the period thereafter 
until the beginning of imperialism. By using the 
Marxist concepts of proletarization and industrial 
reserve army, at the one hand the article confrms 
her  outstanding  analysis  of  the  division  of  the 
growing  proletariat  by  racist  prejudices  against 
Afro-American proletarians. At the other hand it 
criticizes  her  analyses  of  the  development  of 
unionism and of industrial relations, underlining 
the function that the AFL and the CIO fulflled 
for imperialism. 

1) See A Free Retriever's Digest, Vol.1 #5 (October 1, 2017), or: https://libcom.org/blog/communist-left-marxist-humanism-
part-1-trump-neo-fascism-26102017. 

https://libcom.org/blog/communist-left-marxist-humanism-part-1-trump-neo-fascism-26102017
https://libcom.org/blog/communist-left-marxist-humanism-part-1-trump-neo-fascism-26102017
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Concerning the movement for civil rights, the arti-
cle states that part of those who claim to repre-
sent Afro-Americans in fact function as a Black 
bourgeoisie, chaining Afro-Americans to the State, 
mostly  as  appendixes  of  the  Democratic  Party. 
Their overwhelming success renders questionable 
the underlying idea, present in many actual posi-
tions, that sectional struggle of Afro-Americans is 
class struggle, or ‘dialectically’, ‘spontaneously’ or 
‘inevitably’ will become class struggle. This posi-
tion was seemingly correct at those historical mo-
ments when the Black industrial reserve army had 
the chance to be integrated into production – like 
the  First World War and the Second World War, 
including  their  aftermath  of  prosperity.  With 
America’s [the USA’s] actual decline as the nr. 1 
economic world power there is no chance that the 
Black workforce will be employed on a mass scale. 
Now is the time for struggle against the effects of 
the crisis of capitalism and imperialists wars. We 
can  see  a  beginning  of  these  struggles  in  the 
U.S.A. But Marxist-Humanists seem to play down 
the  importance  of  left-bourgeois  influences  in 
these movements. 

Neither  the  revolutionary  proletariat,  nor  the 
communists, should fght for bourgeois democracy, 

for bourgeois revolutions or national liberation or, 
in other cases, struggle to give these a fnishing 
touch.  Recognizing  the  exceptional  position  of 
Black proletarians, understanding how slavery and 
continued discrimination formed the ‘Black’ iden-
tity,  communists  should  explain  that  the  prole-
tariat isn’t Black or white, that it is Capital that 
uses racism to divide the working class.

Fredo Corvo, October 25, 2017.

Source: Part 2/2 The ‘Unfinished American Revolu-
tion’ – Fredo Corvo. The complete text is download-
able as pdf from: http://libcom.org/blog/communist-
left-marxist-humanism-part-22-unfinished-american-
revolution-22112017

Revised, complete Abstract, version of February 5, 2018
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→ Continued from page 4: ‘Is Turkey starting a World War?’

The usual hit-men, paid by or in love with Russian 
propaganda, are lost. They have been praising the 
criminal regime of al Assad for too long to be able 
to change the axis as quickly as Putin.

The "libertarians" who have been selling the mili-
tary camps of the "Sendero Turco” (2) for years as 
an  example  of  anti-authoritarian socialism,  femi-
nism, confederalism and many other things, are in 
difficulty to explain how the monster of yesterday 
(al Assad) is the protective father of today.

In the coming years we are going to see this kind of 
phenomenon  very  often.  In  the  current  era  all 
states — and aspirants to statehood — are imperi-
alist, they all behave like hyenas. And in the ab-
sence of the overwhelming power of a block boss 
such as the USSR and the USA during the Cold 
War, alliances will be volatile and changing, with 
"betrayals" and realignments taking place.

But let ourselves not be fooled, there is no "lesser 
evil" [on either side]. Everyone now has their wager 
on ethnic cleansing, they all continue and will con-

2) Meaning: the US supported PKK-YPG, with for instance its 
famous Rojava implantation in Syria. (Editor’s note)

tinue to cause horrendous disasters. None will 
bring peace, prosperity or anything like that. On 
the contrary,  all,  and in the forefront of Europe 
France in the frst place, are going to inflame the 
war  according  to  their  own  interests,  using  the 
crimes of both to cover up their own crimes and 
advance  their  own  imperialist  agendas.  Nothing 
else can be expected.

This  war  is  not  a  local  phenomenon,  a  border 
riffraff or a distant battle. It is one more expression 
of a general tendency towards the inability of capi-
talism to offer an alternative to collapse, misery,  
war  and  robbery.  That's  why  we  should  worry. 
That is why it should encourage us, and remind us 
how important  it  is,  to  confront  the  attacks  of 
Capital and the state here and now, both materi-
ally and ideologically, that result in precarity and 
in selling us nationalism and incitement to war. 

Nuevo Curso, January 25, 2018
Source: ¿Está iniciando Turquía una guerra mundial?  
– Nuevo Curso https://nuevocurso.org/esta-iniciando-
turquia-una-guerra-mundial/
Translation: F.C., January 30, 2018

Final revision: H.C., February 7, 2018

https://nuevocurso.org/esta-iniciando-turquia-una-guerra-mundial/
https://nuevocurso.org/esta-iniciando-turquia-una-guerra-mundial/
http://libcom.org/blog/communist-left-marxist-humanism-part-22-unfinished-american-revolution-22112017
http://libcom.org/blog/communist-left-marxist-humanism-part-22-unfinished-american-revolution-22112017
http://libcom.org/blog/communist-left-marxist-humanism-part-22-unfinished-american-revolution-22112017


Turkish military Invasion of Northern Syria
‘Nuevo Curso’: Is Turkey starting a World War?

2018 started with the USA announcing the cre-
ation of a "security zone" on the Syrian-Turkish 
border  on  the  basis  of  the  Kurdish  YPG-PKK 
forces ... which precipitated a predictable Turkish 
military deployment.

In 1984 the PKK opened a cruel war against the 
Turkish State. Massacres and crimes against hu-
manity on both sides  cost  the  lives  of  between 
25,000 and 30,000  people,  many of  them,  espe-
cially  during  the  frst  ten  years,  were  Kurdish 
peasants from rural areas and Kurdish politicians 
from urban areas who did not accept the hege-
mony of Öcalan's new power and the establish-
ment of his personality cult. Throughout its his-
tory, the PKK relied, at different stages, on neigh-
bors  and  rivals  of  Turkey,  while  simultaneously 
maintaining camps and military bases in the Syria 
of the father of the current al Assad and in the 
Iran of  the ayatollahs.  The PKK, which was f-
nanced for years by channeling heroin trafficking 
to  Europe,  became  an  ally  of  both  China  and 
Qaddaf, the IRA and the Shining Path. In short: 
the PKK wanted to establish a territory in Turkey 
at any price and the PKK would pay any price to 
destabilize  the  Ottoman  giant.  Therefore,  from 
the perspective of the Turkish State, the Ameri-
can game today is perceived in a similar way the 
Spanish state would perceive the situation if, after 
a civil war in France, the USA decided to "secure 
the border" [for its Spanish ally]  on the French 
side of the Atlantic Pyrenees [in the French war 
zone] with a force of 3,000 ETA-militants.

Less than a week ago there were still those conf-
dent that Russia would avoid a Turkish military 
offensive. But Russia was already making different 
calculations. On the one hand, its alliance with al 
Assad began to weaken with peace, as the latter 
was leaning more and more towards the aggressive 
and conflicting military power of Iran and its al-
lies  on the terrain,  the Lebanese Hezbollah.  On 
the  other  hand,  Moscow  began  to  consider  ex-
pelling the USA from Syria as a feasible goal, if 
the military capabilities of the Ottoman ally were 
reinforced.

Once he had obtained Russian support, Erdogan 
could not only strike a decisive blow at the old 
enemy, but even obtain relief from the pressure of 

the Syrian refugees on his economy. The plan now 
is  to  create  a  buffer  micro-state  with  Syrian 
refugees in the hitherto Kurdish canton.

To that end, although al Assad protested and pas-
sively supported the Kurds, giving them free pas-
sage through their regions,  the Turkish advance 
did  not  seek a  direct  confrontation but  instead 
quickly won the border areas without moving de-
cisively  towards  Afrin,  but,  apparently,  towards 
Manbij.

The  problem  is  that,  should  the  Turkish  army 
gain control of Manbij, this would de facto mean 
the expulsion of the USA as a protagonist on the 
terrain in Syria, possibly precipitating a military 
escalation  that  everyone  seems  to  take  for 
granted.

Erdogan's  imperial  gaze  goes  far  beyond a  few 
kilometers  south  of  the  Turkish  border.  During 
the last months he has developed an intense diplo-
matic activity that has culminated in an alliance 
with Sudan and a military base in the Red Sea . 
Turkey  thus  anticipated  possible  Saudi  tempta-
tions to help the Kurds or to position itself too 
openly or actively on the side of the USA, once 
Qatar would show its support for the offensive. 
By the way, "returning" to the Red Sea more than 
a century after the collapse of the Ottoman Em-
pire, has a symbolic value for the Turkish conser-
vative  neo-nationalism  of  similar  importance  as 
the annexation of Crimea has been for the social 
base of Putin.

The problem is  that,  as the war on the Syrian 
border develops, tensions grow between an Egypt 
dependent on the USA and a Sudan emboldened 
by its alliance with Turkey. The Red Sea, more 
than Iraq, is the international extension [zone] of 
this new episode of the Syrian war. But it would 
be too naive to think that a conflict situated a 
few kilometers  from the Mediterranean will  not 
also affect Europe. Yesterday, Tsipras warned in 
Davos about the danger of an  "aggressive neigh-
bor" like Turkey, on which the massive arrival of 
Syrian refugees depends to a large extent, moder-
ating the frst German reactions.

(To be continued on page 3.)
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