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2 A Free Retriever's Digest

From the Editor

Monday, October 2, 2017

L.S.

This ‘Digest’ issue contains four articles on issues of actuality that can be esteemed of interest to de-
bates among proletarian internationalists:

• The outcome of the national elections of September 2017 in Germany, the last in a series of elections in 
the hemisphere of ‘Western democracies’, has shown a historic decline of electoral support for the tradi-
tional government parties of the bourgeoisie, notably in a central country of the EU with one of the most 
stable political regimes, and the entrance of a right-wing populist formation, the AfD, in the national 
parliament. In its latest statement the G.I.S. puts forward its appreciation;

• As a participant in a Libcom webforum discussion, Internationalist Perspective has been severely crit-
icized, not to say attacked, for its rejection of antifascism by several protagonists. In a subsequent article 
this rejection is defended, on personal title, by elaborating more concretely on the stakes of the struggle 
and the role of the far-right in the USA, at the occasion of the ‘Charlottesville’ events;

• The recent confrontation between ‘white supremacists” and “antifascists” at Charlottesville (Virginia) 
has accentuated divergences within the proletarian internationalist milieu on the appreciation of the rise 
of right-wing populism, the repressive tendencies within the bourgeois state, and the attitude to take up 
for revolutionaries. A review article by Fredo Corvo discusses the foundations of these divergences be-
tween the two distinct internationalist currents of Left communism and Marxist humanism respec-
tively;

• In an essay Loren Goldner outlines his vision on what has still to be defended as a legacy from the revo-
lutionary wave of 1917 – 1923, initiated by the October revolution of 1917 in Russia, and tries to link up 
with the present historical situation and class struggles.

A discussion meeting in the Netherlands at the end of this month tries to take up the most important 
questions apropos of a series of democratic elections in historic centers of capitalism that change the political 
landscape and lineup of the bourgeoisie, notably through the advances of (right-wing) populism and a bour-
geois left relegated to opposition. An invitation to participate physically (if possible) is included. Any written 
contributions to the reflections and analyses of this discussion are of course welcome as well.

The next issue of A Free Retriever's Digest is scheduled for mid-November.

Looking forward to receiving your appreciations and contributions;

Internationalist regards,

Henry Cinnamon

A Free Retriever's Digest aims at presenting publications that are relevant for discussions within the internationalist milieu 
in general, and among the groups and circles who claim adherence to the international communist left(s) in particular. It intends 
to provide comments and offering a space for discussion as well.

Readers are invited to send in notifications of publications by e-mail, abstracts and reviews of relevant books, articles or texts, 
and presentations at discussion meetings. Contributions should be written in English and may not exceed 2000 words. Included 
bibliographical references and internet links should be exact.

Articles and contributions express the views of their authors. Publication is at the discretion of the editor. They may be freely  
adopted if correctly quoted with source reference. A notification thereof is highly appreciated. 

 The editor’s e-mail address: afreeretriever@gmail.com.
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Selected Articles & News Feeds
August 21 – September 30, 2017 (week no.’s 34 – 39)

The G-20 Summit in Hamburg (7-8 July 2017) - Protests and Riots (II)
Categories: ‘Anti-’ or ‘Alternative’ Globalization Movement; the ‘Left’ and ‘Ultra-left’ of 

capitalism; Activism; Vandalism and State Repression

1 Title: Hamburg G20 Summit – Beyond Broken Glass and Protest English

Published on: August 23, 2017 Week 34

Author(s): GIS (July 2017), translated by CWO

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-23/hamburg-g20-summit-%E2%80%93-
beyond-broken-glass-and-protest

Subject: Balance sheet of the G-20 Summit and of the protests and riots

Genre: Blog Article

Length (words): 3,560

Remarks:

2 Title: Zu den Protesten und Krawallen anläßlich des G-20 Gipfels in Hamburg vom 7-
8 Juli

German

Published on: August 23, 2017 Week 34

Author(s): FC / HC

Web link: https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/08/23/zu-den-protesten-und-krawallen-
anlaslich-des-g-20-gipfels-in-hamburg-vom-7-8-juli/

Subject: Balance sheet of the G-20 Summit and of the protests and riots

Genre: The German language version of the letter to the GIS that first appeared in this 
Digest’s issue #4.

Length (words): 1,458

Remarks:

3 Title: ‘Linksunten’: Manchmal schlauer als die Polizei erlaubt German

Published on: August 30, 2017 Week 35

Author(s): HC & FC

Web link: https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/08/30/anlaesslich-des-verbots-der-
internet-platform-linksunten-indymedia-org/

Subject: A contribution about the repressive strategy against the G-20 protests – a hence-
forth forbidden discussion on an Indymedia web-forum.

Genre: Balance sheet of the G-20 Summit and of the protests and riots

Length (words): 683

Remarks:

https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/08/30/anlaesslich-des-verbots-der-internet-platform-linksunten-indymedia-org/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/08/30/anlaesslich-des-verbots-der-internet-platform-linksunten-indymedia-org/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/08/23/zu-den-protesten-und-krawallen-anlaslich-des-g-20-gipfels-in-hamburg-vom-7-8-juli/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/08/23/zu-den-protesten-und-krawallen-anlaslich-des-g-20-gipfels-in-hamburg-vom-7-8-juli/
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-23/hamburg-g20-summit-%E2%80%93-beyond-broken-glass-and-protest
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-23/hamburg-g20-summit-%E2%80%93-beyond-broken-glass-and-protest
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2017 Democratic Elections in Europe (II)
The Parliamentary Elections and Internationalist Groups in Germany

Categories: Germany; Democratic campaigns; Electoralism and the Proletarian political milieu; Rela-
tions of Force; Populism; State Authoritarianism

1 Title: Rätekommunisten in Deutschland (SR und RKAB) und die Wahlen German

Published on: September 5, 2017 Week 36

Author(s): Fredo Corvo

Web link: https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/13/ra%cc%88tekommunisten-in-
deutschland-sr-und-rkab-und-die-wahlen/

Subject: The attitudes of council communist groups in Germany towards parliamentary elec-
tions and towards other internationalist groups

Genre: Introduction

Length (words): 540

Remarks: Full article available as pdf (17p. A4, 6139 words)

2 Title: Die Wahlen und das ‚kleinere Übel‘ German

Published on: September 6, 2017 Week 36

Author(s): Fredo Corvo

Web link: https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/06/die-wahlen-und-das-kleinere-
uebel/

Subject: The parliamentary elections in Germany and the ‘lesser evil’

Genre: Statement from a council communist perspective

Length (words): 1,309

Remarks:

3 Title: Germany: The 2017 Election Spectacle: Nationalism and False Alternatives English

Published on: September 21, 2017 Week 38

Author(s): GIS, September 20, 2017

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-09-21/germany-the-2017-election-
spectacle-nationalism-and-false-alternatives

Subject: On illusions of electoralism and parliamentarism in the present campaign

Genre: Statement from a group of the communist left

Length (words): 973

Remarks: Translation by CWO

4 Title: Gegen die AfD – aber nicht nur gegen die! German

Published on: September 28, 2017 Week 39

Author(s): GIS (ICT)

Web link: http://gis.blogsport.de/2017/09/28/gegen-die-afd-aber-nicht-nur-gegen-die/

Subject: The outcome of the Parliamentary elections of 24 September

Genre: Statement from a group of the communist left

Length (words): 1,455

Remarks: The English translation by CWO can be read on page 16.

5 Title: Es brodelt im Land German

Published on: September 29, 2017 Week 39

Author(s): Wildcat

Web link: http://www.wildcat-www.de/aktuell/a105_afd_btw.html

Subject: The outcome of the Parliamentary elections of 24 September

Genre: An extensive analysis of the outcome and some critique of the bourgeois left

Length (words): 3,709

Remarks:

http://www.wildcat-www.de/aktuell/a105_afd_btw.html
http://gis.blogsport.de/2017/09/28/gegen-die-afd-aber-nicht-nur-gegen-die/
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-09-21/germany-the-2017-election-spectacle-nationalism-and-false-alternatives
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-09-21/germany-the-2017-election-spectacle-nationalism-and-false-alternatives
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/06/die-wahlen-und-das-kleinere-uebel/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/06/die-wahlen-und-das-kleinere-uebel/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/13/ra%CC%88tekommunisten-in-deutschland-sr-und-rkab-und-die-wahlen/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/13/ra%CC%88tekommunisten-in-deutschland-sr-und-rkab-und-die-wahlen/
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North Korea’s Nuclear Explosives and Missile Tests – September 2017 Events
First Statements and Analyses from technical Experts

Categories: Nuclear Arms race; Nuclear Proliferation

1 Title: CTBTO Executive Secretary Lassina Zerbo on the unusual seismic event de-
tected in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea

English

Published on: September 3, 2017 Week 35

Author(s): CTBTO Executive Secretary

Web link: http://www.ctbto.org/the-treaty/developments-after-1996/2017-sept-dprk/

Subject: The M6 ‘earthquake’ in North Korea on September 3, 2017

Genre: CTBTO Declaration

Length (words): 744

Remarks:

2 Title: North Korea's sixth nuclear test: What do we know so far? English

Published on: September 5, 2017 Week 36

Author(s): Robert Kelley

Web link: https://www.sipri.org/commentary/expert-comment/2017/north-koreas-sixth-nuclear-
test-what-do-we-know-so-far

Subject:

Genre: SIPRI Commentary

Length (words): 758

Remarks:

3 Title: North  Korean  nuclear test shows  steady  advance:  interview with Siegfried 
Hecker

English

Published on: September 7, 2017 Week 36

Author(s): Elisabeth Eaves (editor at the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists - BAS)

Web link: http://thebulletin.org/north-korean-nuclear-test-shows-steady-advance-interview-
siegfried-hecker11091

Subject: The advancement of North Korean’s nuclear arms and missile capabilities

Genre: Interview with the former director of the Los Alamos National Laboratory

Length (words): 2,984

Remarks:

4 Title: Technical Findings: CTBTO Preparatory Commission English

Published on: September 7, 2017 Week 36

Author(s): CTBTO Preparatory Commission

Web link: http://www.ctbto.org/the-treaty/developments-after-1996/2017-sept-dprk/technical-
findings/

Subject: Seismological data on the explosion/earthquake of September 3, 2017

Genre: CTBTO Technical Briefing

Length (words): 575

Remarks:

5 Title: North Korea’s September 15 Missile Launch over Japan English

Published on: September 15, 2017

Author(s): David Wright Week 37

Web link: http://allthingsnuclear.org/dwright/nk-sept-15-launch-over-japan

Subject:

Genre: UCS (Union of Concerned Scientists) Briefing

Length (words): 953

Remarks:

http://allthingsnuclear.org/dwright/nk-sept-15-launch-over-japan
http://www.ctbto.org/the-treaty/developments-after-1996/2017-sept-dprk/technical-findings/
http://www.ctbto.org/the-treaty/developments-after-1996/2017-sept-dprk/technical-findings/
http://thebulletin.org/north-korean-nuclear-test-shows-steady-advance-interview-siegfried-hecker11091
http://thebulletin.org/north-korean-nuclear-test-shows-steady-advance-interview-siegfried-hecker11091
https://www.sipri.org/commentary/expert-comment/2017/north-koreas-sixth-nuclear-test-what-do-we-know-so-far
https://www.sipri.org/commentary/expert-comment/2017/north-koreas-sixth-nuclear-test-what-do-we-know-so-far
http://www.ctbto.org/the-treaty/developments-after-1996/2017-sept-dprk/
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International Situation – Imperialist Tensions and Confrontations
Statements and Analyses apropos North Korea’s Nuclear and Missile Tests (II)

Categories: Local and Proxy Wars; Militarism and imperialist alliances; the Drive towards War; Arms 
race and Nuclear Arms Proliferation; South-East Asia

1 Title: North Korea and US Threaten Nuclear War: an MHI Statement English

Published on: August 18, 2017 Week 33

Author(s): MHI

Web link: https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/international-news/north-korea-and-us-
threaten-nuclear-war-an-mhi-statement.html

Subject: The USA – North Korea confrontation and the threat of war in South East Asia

Genre: MHI Statement

Length (words): 1,511

Remarks:

2 Title: Statement on the war tensions around North Korea English

Published on: September 18, 2017 Week 38

Author(s): Internationalist Communist Perspective (South Korea)

Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14385/statement-war-tensions-
around-north-korea-internationalist-communist-perspect

Subject: The USA – North Korea confrontation and the threat of war in South East Asia

Genre: Rapid statement of position, September 7, 2017

Length (words): 1,230

Remarks: Internationalists in South Korea 

3 Title: Threat of war between North Korea and the US: it is capitalism which is ir-
rational

English

Published on: September 18, 2017 Week 38

Author(s): ICC

Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14384/threat-war-between-north-
korea-and-us-it-capitalism-which-irrational

Subject: The USA – North Korea confrontation and the threat of war in South East Asia

Genre: Analysis

Length (words): 5,539

Remarks:

Statements and Analyses on the general situation

1 Title: Le capitalisme c’est la crise et la guerre, seul le prolétariat internatio-
nal peut s’y opposer en détruisant le capitalisme

French

Published on: September 15, 2017 Week 37

Author(s): IGCL, September 5, 2017 

Web link: http://igcl.org/Le-capitalisme-c-est-la-crise-et

Subject: Apropos of political upheaval, bourgeois attacks and war mongering

Genre: Editorial of ‘Révolution ou guerre’ no. 8, (half-yearly revue), September 2017.
Length (words): 1,099

Remarks: A translation into Dutch and a critique can be found in the blog article of Sep-
tember 29, 2017 on ‘Arbeidersstemmen’: “Kapitalisme is crisis en oorlog”.

https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/29/kapitalisme-is-crisis-en-oorlog/
http://igcl.org/Le-capitalisme-c-est-la-crise-et
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14384/threat-war-between-north-korea-and-us-it-capitalism-which-irrational
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14384/threat-war-between-north-korea-and-us-it-capitalism-which-irrational
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14385/statement-war-tensions-around-north-korea-internationalist-communist-perspect
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14385/statement-war-tensions-around-north-korea-internationalist-communist-perspect
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/international-news/north-korea-and-us-threaten-nuclear-war-an-mhi-statement.html
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/international-news/north-korea-and-us-threaten-nuclear-war-an-mhi-statement.html
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2 Title: With capitalism at an impasse, the working class alone carries the hopes of 
the future

English

Published on: September 28, 2017 Week 39

Author(s): WH (RI/ICC), August 28, 2017

Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14392/capitalism-impasse-working-
class-alone-carries-hopes-future

Subject: On the historical impasse of capitalism, decomposition, populism and their anti-
dote.

Genre: General article

Length (words): 1,962

Remarks: Translation from French

Venezuela: Bourgeois Factional Struggles or Class Struggle? (II)
Categories: Latin-America; Venezuela and ‘Chavismo’; Class Struggle vs. Bourgeois Factionalism

1 Title: Venezuela. The New Constituent Assembly is just so much smoke and mirrors 
in the eyes of proletariat

English

Published on: August 15, 2017 Week 33

Author(s): International Communist Party, April, 29th 2017

Web link: http://www.pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/170815_venezuela-en.htm

Subject:

Genre: Leaflet

Length (words): 2,066

Remarks:

2 Title: Editorial: Venezuela: Which way forward? English

Published on: September 5, 2017 Week 36

Author(s): News & Letters Committees (NLC)

Web link: http://newsandletters.org/editorial-venezuela-which-way-forward/

Subject:

Genre: Editorial of the September-October 2017 issue of ‘News & Letters’

Length (words): 960

Remarks:

3 Title: Venezuela: Capitalism and Class Struggle English

Published on: September 14, 2017 Week 37

Author(s): Materiales; La Oveja Negra; Proletarios Revolucionarios

Web link: http://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/venezuela-capitalism-and-class-struggle/

Subject: Backgrounds to the situation in Venezuela from 3 groups

Genre: English Translation by TŘÍDNÍ VÁLKA of 3 statements (2013 – 2015)

Length (words): 7,125

Remarks: Pdf available for download (10 p. A4): http://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/wp-
content/uploads/Venezuela-Capitalism-and-Class-Struggle.pdf 

http://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/wp-content/uploads/Venezuela-Capitalism-and-Class-Struggle.pdf
http://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/wp-content/uploads/Venezuela-Capitalism-and-Class-Struggle.pdf
http://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/venezuela-capitalism-and-class-struggle/
http://newsandletters.org/editorial-venezuela-which-way-forward/
http://www.pcint.org/01_Positions/01_03_en/170815_venezuela-en.htm
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14392/capitalism-impasse-working-class-alone-carries-hopes-future
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14392/capitalism-impasse-working-class-alone-carries-hopes-future
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Charlottesville (VA.): Racist Attacks and ‘Antifascism’ under the Trump Presidency 
Categories: USA; Racism  & Supremacism; Charlottesville;  ‘Antifascism’ and  the  defense  of 

bourgeois democracy

1 Title: Fascism declares civil war in Charlottesville, Virginia English

Published on: August 13, 2017 Week 32

Author(s): The Resident Editorial Board of ‘News and Letters Committees’

Web link: http://newsandletters.org/fascism-declares-civil-war-in-charlottesville-virginia/

Subject: Significance of the Charlottesville events. Rise of fascism, ‘the alt-right’ and 
‘Trump’

Genre: NLC Statement

Length (words): 1,114

Remarks: Dunayevskaja’s vision of social categories as specifically revolutionary 

2 Title: Defending Charlottesville: A Report from the Ground English

Published on: August 17, 2017 Week 33

Author(s): Nick Murray

Web link: https://www.viewpointmag.com/2017/08/17/defending-charlottesville-a-report-from-
the-ground/

Subject: The confrontation at the ‘unite the right’ rally apropos the removal of a Robert 
E. Lee statue from Charlottesville.

Genre: An eyewitness account by a protagonist

Length (words): 1,918

Remarks:

3 Title: Will We Allow Trump to Get Away with Fomenting White Supremacy and Racist 
Violence?

English

Published on: August 18, 2017 Week 33

Author(s): MHI

Web link: https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/mhieditorial/will-we-allow-trump-to-
get-away-with-fomenting-white-supremacy-and-racist-violence.html#more-8643

Subject: Extensive reporting and campaigning against the dangers of ‘Trumpism’

Genre: MHI Editorial

Length (words): 3,800

Remarks: The Marxist-Humanist vision is addressed in the review article on page 18)

4 Title: Setup in Charlottesville English

Published on: August 28, 2017 Week 35

Author(s): A.S., Internationalist Notes (ICT)

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-28/setup-in-charlottesville

Subject: Analysis of the Charlottesville events as a political trap

Genre: Web article

Length (words): 1,753

Remarks: A relevant forum thread: https://libcom.org/blog/setup-charlottesville-30082017

5 Title: Rising U.S. racism challenges all freedom movements English

Published on: September 2, 2017 Week 35

Author(s): Gerry Emmett (NLC)

Web link: http://newsandletters.org/rising-u-s-racism-challenges-all-freedom-movements/

Subject: The extraordinary danger of Trump and white Supremacism to “the civil rights 
movement”

Genre: Article (September-October 2017 issue of ‘News & Letters’)

Length (words): 2,669

Remarks: American civilization on trial – Black masses as vanguard (R. Dunayevskaya)

http://newsandletters.org/rising-u-s-racism-challenges-all-freedom-movements/
https://libcom.org/blog/setup-charlottesville-30082017
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-28/setup-in-charlottesville
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/mhieditorial/will-we-allow-trump-to-get-away-with-fomenting-white-supremacy-and-racist-violence.html#more-8643
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/mhieditorial/will-we-allow-trump-to-get-away-with-fomenting-white-supremacy-and-racist-violence.html#more-8643
https://www.viewpointmag.com/2017/08/17/defending-charlottesville-a-report-from-the-ground/
https://www.viewpointmag.com/2017/08/17/defending-charlottesville-a-report-from-the-ground/
http://newsandletters.org/fascism-declares-civil-war-in-charlottesville-virginia/
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6 Title: The New Nazism and its Opponents English

Published on: September 15, 2017 Week 37

Author(s): Fischer (IP)

Web link: https://internationalistperspective.org/the-new-nazism-and-its-opponents/

Subject: On an ‘antifascist’ front in defense of bourgeois democracy

Genre: Statement and analysis apropos ‘Charlottesville’, critique of ‘antifascism’ from 
a left communist perspective (tending towards ‘communization’).

Length (words): 1,636

Remarks: This  article  can  also  be  read  on  page  21.  A  relevant  forum  thread: 
http://libcom.org/forums/general/antifa-no-thanks-11052017

7 Title: Anti-fascism is still a formula for confusion English

Published on: September 27, 2017 Week 39

Author(s): Amos (ICC)

Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14390/anti-fascism-still-formula-
confusion

Subject: left communist critique of ‘anti-fascism’ apropos of ‘Charlottesville’

Genre: Reference to the Italian communist Left; Critique of libcom forum discussions; 
antifascism.

Length (words): 4,056

Remarks: A relevant forum thread: https://libcom.org/blog/setup-charlottesville-30082017; 

Miscellaneous Topics (in chronological order)
Categories: Specified per article

1 Title: Police brutality leads to pro-migrant march in Rome English

Published on: August 29, 2017 Week 35

Author(s): Cipo Fraioli

Web link: http://libcom.org/news/police-brutality-leads-pro-migrant-march-rome-28082017

Subject: Italy: solidarity with refugees and immigrants

Genre: Report

Categories: Refugee & immigration crisis in Europe; self-organization vs. state repression

Length (words): 1,011

Remarks: After a refugee eviction in Rome ended with shocking scenes of police violence, 
migrants and their supporters took to the streets.

2 Title: Manifesto on the October revolution, Russia 1917 English

Published on: September 1, 2017 Week 35

Author(s): International Communist Current, September 2017

Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14380/manifesto-october-
revolution-russia-1917

Subject: The revolutionary takeover of political power by the soviets in Russia 1917 and 
some of its political lessons

Genre: Manifesto

Categories: October Revolution 1917; the revolutionary wave of 1917 – 1923 

Length (words): 10,577

Remarks:

List continues → 

http://libcom.org/forums/general/antifa-no-thanks-11052017
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14380/manifesto-october-revolution-russia-1917
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14380/manifesto-october-revolution-russia-1917
http://libcom.org/news/police-brutality-leads-pro-migrant-march-rome-28082017
https://libcom.org/blog/setup-charlottesville-30082017
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14390/anti-fascism-still-formula-confusion
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201709/14390/anti-fascism-still-formula-confusion
https://internationalistperspective.org/the-new-nazism-and-its-opponents/
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3 Title: Autonomism – cutting the ground from under Marxism English

Published on: September 2, 2017 Week 35

Author(s): C.P., July 2017

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-09-02/autonomism-%E2%80%93-cutting-the-
ground-from-under-marxism

Subject: Political anatomy of a workerist current

Genre: pamphlet

Categories: Political currents; critique of Autonomia Operaia and its offshoots.

Length (words): 8,513

Remarks: Blog discussion on libcom: https://libcom.org/blog/autonomism-cutting-ground-
under-marxism-03092017#footnote1_nl5odi8

4 Title: A spree of rebellions in Noida – Greater Noida English

Published on: September 4, 2017 Week 36

Author(s): FARIDABAD MAJDOOR SAMACHAR (Faridabad Workers’ Newspaper)

Web link: http://faridabadmajdoorsamachar.blogspot.com/2017/09/a-spree-of-rebellions-in-
noida-greater.html

Subject: Strike actions, rebellion and proletarian solidarity in the Greater Noida region 
(New Delhi)

Genre: Report

Categories: Rebellion and Workers’ struggles; proletarian solidarity

Length (words): 1,727

Remarks: Translation from FMS August 2017 (Information obtained from diverse sources)

5 Title: DIESELGATE: Get rid of the working class to save the climate! English

Published on: September 7, 2017 Week 36

Author(s): Wildcat, August 23, 2017 (Wildcat’s translation from German)

Web link: http://www.wildcat-www.de/en/actual/e103_diesel.html

Subject: Unmasking an anti-industry workers campaign and its stakes; new perspectives for 
struggles?

Genre: Researched article

Categories: Car industry; ‘Dieselgate’; Transport Systems and Infrastructure; The ecologic 
disasters of capitalism; struggle perspectives.

Length (words): 3,164

Remarks: Eye-opening on manipulations by motor industries, politics and… environmentalists

6 Title: On the Extreme Margins of the Centennial of the October Revolution English

Published on: September 11, 2017 Week 37

Author(s): Loren Goldner

Web link: http://breaktheirhaughtypower.org/on-the-extreme-margins-of-the-centennial-of-
the-october-revolution/

Subject: The legacy of the October revolution

Genre: short essay

Categories: October Revolution 1917; the revolutionary wave of 1917 – 1923 

Length (words): 1,934

Remarks: This essay can also be read on page 24.

http://breaktheirhaughtypower.org/on-the-extreme-margins-of-the-centennial-of-the-october-revolution/
http://breaktheirhaughtypower.org/on-the-extreme-margins-of-the-centennial-of-the-october-revolution/
http://www.wildcat-www.de/en/actual/e103_diesel.html
http://faridabadmajdoorsamachar.blogspot.com/2017/09/a-spree-of-rebellions-in-noida-greater.html
http://faridabadmajdoorsamachar.blogspot.com/2017/09/a-spree-of-rebellions-in-noida-greater.html
https://libcom.org/blog/autonomism-cutting-ground-under-marxism-03092017#footnote1_nl5odi8
https://libcom.org/blog/autonomism-cutting-ground-under-marxism-03092017#footnote1_nl5odi8
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-09-02/autonomism-%E2%80%93-cutting-the-ground-from-under-marxism
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-09-02/autonomism-%E2%80%93-cutting-the-ground-from-under-marxism
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An Invitation to a Discussion Meeting
The Elections, the Left, Populism and new Governments 

Meeting Announcement
In Germany the ruling parties, CDU-CSU and no-
tably  the  left  SPD,  have  suffered  big  electoral 
losses in favor of the ‘liberal’ FDP and notably of 
the populist  AfD,  the  latter  becoming  the third 
largest party in the country. In Saxony they have 
even become the largest. The SPD goes into oppo-
sition and for the CDU-CSU the only option left 
seems to be the formation of a “Jamaica” coalition 
government with the Greens (‘Bündnis‘90/die Grü-
nen’)  and  the  FDP...  that  can  be  expected  “at 
Christmas” (Merkel).

In  the  Netherlands the PvdA has payed for its 
participation  in  the  national  government  with  a 
loss that is heavier than that of the German SPD, 
and  subsequently  joins  the  opposition.  Despite 
heavy electoral losses the right-wing ‘liberal’ VVD 
has tried to form a coalition government with D’66 
and CDA and ‘Groen Links’ (“Green Left”), and 
subsequently  with  the  protestant  ‘Christen-Unie’ 
(“Christian Union”). The formation of a new gov-
ernment is already underway for half a year.

The United Kingdom seems to run from one elec-
toral miscalculation to another. Both the ‘Brexit’ 
referendum in 2016 and the parliamentary elections 
of last June turned out differently from what was 
expected. Labour appears to have the wind behind 
it.

In the United States a populist clown with a per-
sonal disorder takes over power in the Republican 
Party and wins the presidency in November 2016 
by beating the left Democrats. What to think of 
the movements against Trump?

In France the Parti Socialiste of François Hollande 
had lost all credibility during the past legislature. 
However, Emanuel Macron has succeeded in throw-
ing up a new political movement that has beaten 
the populist ‘Frontal National’ and, once arrived in 
the government’s office, is imposing the labor law. 
What to think of  Mélenchon who claims to con-
tinue the resistance against the “reforms”?

In this  jumble  of  similarities  and differences  be-
tween several highly industrialized countries with a 
parliamentary democracy questions are raised like:

• Why does populism sometimes succeed in gain-
ing a victory against the interests of the domi-
nant class (as with ‘Brexit’  and Trump as a 
president) and can its access to governmental 
powers  be  barred  in  other  ones  (as  in  the 
Netherlands, France and Germany)?

• What is the function of populism in the con-
text of capitalism’s political system? Is fascism 
knocking on the door?

• What does the left going in opposition in im-
portant countries  mean for  the  chances  to  a 
neo-keynesian policy in the future and the con-
servation of democracy and labor peace?

• Does  the  loss  of  confidence  in  ‘politics’  and 
sometimes of political control over the elections 
mean that the bourgeoisie is losing its grip on 
society?

‘Arbeidersstemmen’ does not pretend being able 
to equivocally answer all  these questions.  In the 
past period this blog has translated many articles 
from  internationalist  organizations  outside  the 
Netherlands into Dutch and has written own con-
tributions.

On  Saturday October 28,  2017 ‘Arbeidersstem-
men’ organizes a discussion meeting for its read-
ers  on  the  elections,  the  Left,  populism  and  
the  new  governments at  Utrecht  (the  Nether-
lands).

Should you be interested in participating and want 
to  be  invited,  please  send  your  e-mail  to: 
FredoCorvo@gmail.com before  Sunday,  October 
22st. The exact location and time of the meeting 
will be provided in reply.

Arbeidersstemmen, September 29, 2017

Source: ‘Kapitalisme is crisis en oorlog’, https://arbeiders-
stemmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/29/kapitalisme-is-crisis-en-
oorlog/ 

Translation (with slight adaptations): Henry Cinnamon

https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/29/kapitalisme-is-crisis-en-oorlog/
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/29/kapitalisme-is-crisis-en-oorlog/
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/29/kapitalisme-is-crisis-en-oorlog/
mailto:FredoCorvo@gmail.com
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Recommended for reading
A short selection of articles per country, recom-
mended for preparatory reading:

Die Wahlen und das ‚kleinere Übel‘

September 6, 2017

Fredo Corvo

https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/06/die-
wahlen-und-das-kleinere-uebel/

The parliamentary elections in Germany and the attitude 
of council communists

Statement

1,309 words

In the Country of Dijsselbloem – Labor Relations in 
the Netherlands

July 14, 2017

Fredo Corvo, July 3, 2017

http://libcom.org/blog/country-dijsselbloem-labor-
relations-netherlands-14072017

Analysis of labor relations and state-led attacks on 
the 'social wage'. Including the March 2017 national 
elections and the lingering formation of a new govern-
ment.

Contribution to the internationalist communist summer 
meeting 2017 in Greece.

4,762 words

Downloadable pdf available, 16 p. A4. Statistical re-
ports and graphs from official sources

Britain’s Brexit Limbo 

September 1, 2016

Tony Norfield

http://brooklynrail.org/2016/09/field-notes/britains-
brexit-limbo

Brooklyn Rail contribution apropos the ‘Brexit’ refer-
endum

3,057 words

Elephant Blues

February 1, 2017

Pavlos Roufos

http://brooklynrail.org/2017/02/field-notes/Elephant-
Blues

Brooklyn Rail contribution on the rise of (right-wing) 
populism – Trump and ‘Trumpism’ 
10,069 words
Analysis of an international phenomenon.

What Significance and Implications do the Parlia-
mentary Elections in France have for the French and 
International Proletariat?

July 1, 2017

IGCL, June 30, 2017

http://igcl.org/What-Significance-and-Implications

On the 2017 Presidential and Parliamentary Elections in 
France

Statement and analysis

5,029 words

With reference to statements of Programme Communiste/Le 
Prolétaire and to Battaglia Comunista/ICT

A Note from the Editor:
An interesting contribution to the debate on the 
advances of (right-wing) ‘populism’ can be found 
on Fredo Corvo’s blog on libcom: Trumpism as a 
historic turning point: 12 theses (March 1, 2017).

A more comprehensive selection of articles on this 
phenomenon, notably in the Western hemisphere, 
can be found in A Free Retriever's Digest issue # 2 
of May 15, 2017 with the Topic: The International  
Situation  apropos  “Brexit”  and  “Trump.” This topic 
lists 13 publications from internationalist groups 
and  authors  from  late  August  2016  until  early 
April 2017.

Further article references on the present bourgeois 
democratic  and  electoral  campaigns,  their  out-
comes and significance can be  found in  the  Se-
lected Articles & News Feeds section of each ‘Digest’ 
issue.

Last but not least, issues and questions posed by 
the advances of (right-wing) populism and (anti-) 
(neo-)‘fascism’  in  Germany  and  the  USA  are 
treated in  three  articles  included  in  this  edition: 1. 
The statement by the GIS on the outcome of the 
German national elections on September 24 (on 
page  16); 2. apropos of the violent confrontation 
at Charlottesville (VA) last August: an overview 
of diverging positions within the proletarian inter-
nationalist milieu on the phenomena of populism 
and social racism in the USA by Fredo (on page 
18), and the statement by a member of Interna-
tionalist  Perspective  (on page  21),  that  has  re-
cently  been  targeted  rather  virulently  as  a  left 
communist group on a libcom forum for its rejec-
tion of antifascism.

H.C.

http://libcom.org/blog/trumpism-historic-turning-point-12-theses-01032017
http://libcom.org/blog/trumpism-historic-turning-point-12-theses-01032017
http://igcl.org/What-Significance-and-Implications
http://brooklynrail.org/2017/02/field-notes/Elephant-Blues
http://brooklynrail.org/2017/02/field-notes/Elephant-Blues
http://libcom.org/blog/country-dijsselbloem-labor-relations-netherlands-14072017
http://libcom.org/blog/country-dijsselbloem-labor-relations-netherlands-14072017
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/06/die-wahlen-und-das-kleinere-uebel/
https://arbeiterstimmen.wordpress.com/2017/09/06/die-wahlen-und-das-kleinere-uebel/
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Documents of the historical Communist Left
N. Ossinsky’s Critique of State Capitalism in Russia (‘Kommunist’, April  
1918) – CWO’s Introduction

Title: The Construction of Socialism

Language: English (translation by C.W.O.)

Document: Two part article in the revue ‘Kommunist’ (Moscow, April 1918) 

Author(s): N.Ossinsky

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-09-08/n-ossinsky
%E2%80%99s-critique-of-state-capitalism-in-russia

Subject: Question of the ‘construction of socialism’ after October 1917 

Categories: Communist Left in Russia; ‘Kommunist’ 1918; nationalization vs. 
socialization

On its website the CWO has recently published an English translation of the first part of a two part ar-
ticle, written by Nikolai Ossinsky for the review Kommunist, with the title: The construction of So-
cialism. This article appeared in the first two issues (April 20 and April 27, 1918) of the organ of the 
first left fraction that emerged within the Bolshevik party after the takeover of power in Russia by the 
soviets in October 1917. The latter organized in the course of the Spring of 1918 around Bukharin and 
Radek in the Moscow party bureau, in opposition to the conclusion of the  Brest-Litovsk separate 
‘peace treaty’ by the Soviet government with Germany and on the question of addressing the  cata-
strophic economic situation the revolution in Russia was facing in the most dire and immediate ways. 
In his article Ossinsky drew on the latter questions from a proletarian perspective. In the following we 
reproduce the CWO’s introduction to Ossinsky’s article with reference to Lenin’s polemic, who made a 
turn on the question of the economic and political measures to be taken by the soviet government, and 
thereby on the question of “nationalization” and the role of the proletariat. We want to encourage our 
readers to take notice of the forthcoming translation of this article as a whole. H.C.

Valerian Obolensky (1887-1938) is more famous 
under  his  revolutionary  name  of  Nikolai  
Ossinsky (or  Osinsky).  He  participated  in  the 
1905  Revolution  and  joined  the  Bolsheviks.  He 
was imprisoned by the Tsarist regime in 1910 but 
was on the streets of Moscow to take part in the 
1917  Revolution.  In  December  that  year  he 
became the first Chair of the Supreme Economic  
Council (Vesenkha)  which  also  included 
Bukharin,  Lomov and Vladimir  Smirnov.  All  of 
them were future participants in the Kommunist 
project. Vesenkha was set up  “apparently at the 
behest of the factory committee leadership” [R.V. 
Daniels,  The Conscience of the Revolution, p.84] 
to  coordinate  the  socialisation  of  the  economy 
that was already underway from the bottom up 
by  the  various  factory  committees  which  had 
emerged in the course of 1917. At this point in 
time  Lenin  enthusiastically  endorsed  the  Left 
Communists’ approach. The day before Vesenkha 

was set up Lenin wrote “There was not and could 
not  be  a  definite  plan  for  the  organisation  of  
economic life. Nobody could provide one. But it  
could be done from below, by the masses, through 
their experience. Instructions would, of course, be  
given and ways indicated but it was necessary to  
begin  simultaneously  from  above  and  from 
below.” [Collected Works (Moscow 1964), Volume 
26, pp.365-6]

This was no one off. From the start of the October 
Revolution  right  through  the  winter  of  1917-18 
Lenin  constantly  hammered  on  the  theme  that: 
“Creative  activity  at  the  grassroots  is  the  basic  
factor  of  the  new  public  life.  Let  the  workers’  
control  at  their  factories.  Let  them  supply  the  
villages with manufactures in exchange for grain… 
Socialism cannot be decreed from above. Its spirit  
rejects the mechanical bureaucratic approach: living 
creative  socialism  is  the  product  of  the  masses  
themselves.” [op. cit. p. 288]
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At the Seventh Congress of the Russian Communist 
Party (Bolshevik) in March 1918 he was still arguing 
that  “… socialism cannot  be  implemented  by  a  
minority, by the Party. It can be implemented by  
tens of millions when they have learned to do it  
for themselves.” [Collected Works (Volume 27), p. 
135]

However,  by  this  time  there  was  a  growing 
mismatch between socialist intentions and the need 
for economic survival in the face of the horrendous 
economic  situation  which  the  Soviet  power  had 
inherited from the Provisional Government. It is this 
that  is  the  target  of  Ossinsky’s  articles  in 
Kommunist.

Basically  he  sticks  to  the  position  that  the 
Bolsheviks appeared agreed on at the start of the 
revolution: that socialism cannot be decreed from 
above, not even by a working class party, but must 
be the product of the initiative of the working class 
itself. And indeed the initiative for the socialisation 
of  industry  came  initially  from  the  workers 
themselves who took over their factories in many 
places (often after the employer fled) and demanded 
it be “nationalised” (i.e. that the Soviet power took 
on responsibility for keeping production going).

The consequences of workers’  management of the 
factories  were  not  always  positive  through  a 
combination of ignorance and lack of experience. In 
the cruel situation in which the new Soviet regime 
found itself getting production up was essential to 
overcome a dire economic crisis. This brought the 
majority of  Bolsheviks to take an instrumentalist 
and  productionist  approach  to  the  issue.  The 
“productive forces” had to be developed but these 
were  seen  (as  was  common  throughout  a  Social 
Democratic  movement dominated by the ideas of 
those like Kautsky who saw the productive forces 
primarily in technological terms) as being all about 
machines and not about people.

Ossinsky opposed all this. He argued that the only 
road  to  socialism  had  to  be  based  on  worker 
initiative,  however  long  that  took.  And  if  the 
working class could not achieve socialism on its own 
initiative  then it  clearly wasn’t ready for it.  One 
thing was certain; bringing in capitalist management 
techniques would not be temporary but permanent, 
as  workers  would  never  learn  to  run  things 
themselves. Management would dominate workers, 
not the other way round.

Ossinsky also  criticised the direction of  economic 
policy as leading to “state capitalism”. This gives 
him the honour of using the term first to describe 
the direction of policy of the new society. However, 
two points need to be made about this. The first is 
that  he  can  quite  clearly  see  that 
“nationalisation” is not socialism but is perfectly 
compatible  with a capitalist  regime (here  he was 
repeating Engels from the 1880s). However the state 
capitalism  he  was  criticising  in  1918  was  more 
specific.  It  was  one  where  the  state  and  private 
enterprise  would  enter  into  a  profit-sharing 
partnership. This was proposed but did not actually 
take place as footnote 11 makes clear. (1) By the 
time the article came to be published the Bolshevik 
majority  had  decided  to  proceed  without  the 
assistance of the old capitalists. Lenin never claimed 
that they were seriously building socialism in an 
isolated Russia.  At the most the Bolsheviks were 
carrying  out  a  holding  operation until  the  world 
revolution arrived.  However its  failure  condemned 
the  Bolsheviks  to  create  a  new  form  of  state 
capitalism, a bureaucratic command economy which 
did  not  do  away  with  the  capital-wage  labour 
relationship and which tragically, in time, came to 
sully the very name of socialism itself.

Perhaps  Ossinsky’s  biggest  mistake  in  this 
document was his identification of the social retreat 
on the production front with the backward step on 
the international front represented by the signing of 
the  Treaty  of  Brest-Litovsk.  It  is  entirely 
understandable  that  he  did  this  since  the  Left 
Communists  had  first  come  together  to  oppose 
signing the Treaty. However they had already lost 
that  particular  battle  and  within  two  months 
Bukharin and Radek would be confessing the error 
of their position on the Treaty. By associating his 
penetrating analysis of the social direction of the 
Revolution with opposition to the Treaty, Ossinsky 
undermined the strength of his own argument and 
gave an easier target for the majority to exploit. 

1) This footnote reads as follows: “Prince V. Mechtchersky, iron 
and steel magnate owned the leading factories for building lo-
comotives and wagons. Representing an important group of 
capitalists in the machine and metallurgy industries in March 
1918 he proposed to the Soviet government to set up a new 
trust. The group would hold half the shares of the metallurgy 
trust and the state the other half. The group would be re-
sponsible for management in the name of the trust. On the 
basis of a narrow majority the government decided to negoti-
ate but on 14 April finally rejected the proposal in favour of 
the complete nationalisation of industry. The Government 
suspected that German capitalists were behind Mechtcher-
sky’s proposal.”
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Lenin could now lump his criticism with the other 
“revolutionary  phrasemongers”  and  ridicule  his 
fears.

In a savage and, at times, deliberately misleading, 
polemic  Lenin  concluded  that  “Only  the 
development  of  state  capitalism,  only  the  
painstaking  establishment  of  accounting  and  
control, only the strictest organisation and labour  
discipline will lead us to socialism. Without this  
there is no socialism.”  [Speech to the All-Russia 
CEC, Moscow, April 29, 1918 (but not published 
until  1920)  in  Collected  Works  (Volume  27), 
p.297]

There is much more to be said on this identification 
of  state  capitalism  as  a  step  on  the  road  to 
socialism.  It  is  a  view  held  by  many  so-called 
socialists  today (Trotskyists and Stalinists, etc) but 
the experience of the Russian revolution has taught 
us that state capitalism was not only not a step on 
the road to socialism but its very opposite for the 
reasons  Ossinsky gives  here.  By undermining the 
initiative  of  the  masses  and  replacing  the  old 

bourgeoisie with a new class of “commissars” the 
essential basis of the mode of production could not 
be changed. Capital and wage labour still confronted 
each other even if that capital was now in the hands 
of the state.

History has now vindicated Ossinsky on this issue 
but in April 1918 the Left Communists were a small 
minority lacking deep roots in the working class. 
Had the workers’ revolution been extended to the 
more advanced parts of Europe in the years that 
followed (and thus given it a springboard for a world 
revolution) the policy might have been reversed, but 
the imperialist invasions and support for the Whites 
from 1918-20 transformed the agenda into one of 
military  and  economic  survival.  Productionism 
gradually replaced the social experiment of workers’ 
control and the Bolshevik military victory by 1921 
could not disguise the fact that capitalist relations 
still  prevailed albeit  in a new and unprecedented 
form. 

CWO, September 8, 2017

Express: New Pamphlet

G.I.S. Stalinismus ist Antikommunismus

Gruppe Internationaler SozialistInnen, August 2017, German

Pamphlet, 50 pages, €5,- Orders via de@leftcom.org (Payment in advance, incl. Postal charges)

Stalinism is Anticommunism (G.I.S.)
Presentation by the publishers
Whomever raises the question of social emancipation today, cannot avoid a confrontation with Stalinism. 
Notwithstanding the collapse of the USSR, the traumatizing experiences with Stalinism still “weigh like 
a nightmare on the brains of the living”. (1) Not a day passes without the effort to present Stalinism as 
“real existing socialism”; to hammer in the message that capitalism, with all its disadvantages, is not 
only the best, but the only possible social system. A considerable number of supposedly “left” organiza-
tions and currents still exists persistently relating to Stalinism in a positive way. As the Stalinist regimes 
are sometimes considered and reflected on in a critical way, in large parts of the remaining “left” the  
idea persists that they were somehow “socialist” or at least “anti-capitalist”. In the meantime the capi-
talist propaganda machine spares no effort to present the terror of the Stalinist system as a logical out-
come of the October revolution. Our pamphlet sheds light on the formation of the Stalinist system of 
dominance from a left-communist perspective. It discusses both the regime’s nationalism and chauvin-
ism and the persecution and oppression of left critics and dissidents, and treats the dynamic and the 
limits of the class struggles against against state capitalist exploitation and party dictatorship.

G.I.S. (Translation: H.C., September 2017)

1) Following an expression of Marx in ‘The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte’ (1852), editor’s note.

mailto:de@leftcom.org
http://gis.blogsport.de/2017/08/12/neue-broschuere-zur-kritik-des-stalinismus/
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Quoted: “Against the Alternative für Deutschland 
(AfD) — but not just against them!”
The G.I.S. on the Outcome of the 2017 National Elections in Germany

» Nearly all commentators agree that the outcome 
of the German election is a “political earthquake”. 
Chancellor Merkel has come off badly, the Grand 
Coalition project has been punished. This under-
lines the declining credibility of the political es-
tablishment and the numerous crises that the pre-
vious government has kept under wraps, at least 
after a fashion. The entry of the racist AfD into 
the Bundestag is a sign of a drastic move to the 
right in society. In many places, the AfD was able 
to consolidate their gains in the last Land elec-
tions, and even build on them. According to opin-
ion polls, many AfD voters made their decision on 
the  basis  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  established 
parties. Especially worrying is their penetration of 
parts of the working class, and the fact that it has 
succeeded to an increased extent in winning the 
votes  of  the  socially  disadvantaged.  They  have 
profited from social misery in this, and above all 
from a social climate marked by isolation and lack 
of perspectives, which allows political discontent 
and  social  anxieties  to  be  all  too  easily  trans-
formed into aggression against weaker elements in 
society.  Nevertheless,  the  frequent  talk  about 
“protest  votes”  cannot  hide  the  fact  that  this 
“protest”  was  substantially  a  racist  one.  Rarely 
has an electoral campaign been so characterized 
by  “law  and  order  themes”  and  open  racism. 
Politicians of all  parties  outbid each other with 
demands for more rigorous deportation procedures 
and more isolation of refugees, which offered the 
AfD an ideal  point  of attack for  their  inhuman 
propaganda.  Repeatedly,  AfD representatives  ar-
gued that the so-called  “old parties” had taken 
over their program, thus adding further provoca-
tions in the same breath. They were therefore able 
to set the tone of the election campaign, and si-
multaneously put themselves on the scene as the 
supposed opposition to the establishment. Today, 
we can see the outcome.

The Right is the German Center
The AfD likes to present itself as the “little man’s  
advocate” and as the embodiment of the “will of 

the  people”.  The  social  attitude  of  conformist 
rebels, who demand from rulers that they return 
to an authoritarian order assumed to be “natu-
ral”, reducing women’s rights, regulating sexuality 
and reinforcing nationalism and racism, is the es-
sential core of its character. This does not put it 
outside bourgeois society; on the contrary, it re-
flects  the  tendencies  it  shows  in  its  crisis  and 
breakdown. The AfD is the political expression of 
a  middle  class rendered unsure and increasingly 
brutal by the crisis. As early as 2010, the agita-
tion against Muslims and migrants stirred up by 
the  Social  Democratic  racist  Thilo  Sarrazin 
showed how deeply authoritarian resentment had 
penetrated the so-called “middle” of society. Even 
at that time, there was speculation over the po-
tential for a  “conservative party to the right of  
the [Christian Social]  Union”. In 2012, with the 
support of a network of neo-liberal “think tanks” 
and lobby groups like the “Friedrich August von  
Hayek  Society” and  the  “Initiative  Neue 
Soziale  Marktwirtschaft” [“Initiative for a New 
Social  Market  Economy”],  this  project  took  its 
first organizational outlines. On the basis of a rad-
ical  market  program and aggressive  chauvinism, 
the  AfD made  a  name  for  itself  as  a  so-called 
“anti-Euro Party” and marked its first significant 
success by scoring 4.8% in the Federal elections of 
2013. With the rise of  PEGIDA, the main point 
of  its  politics  moved  more  and  more  towards 
racism.  The  implications  of  the  “refugee  crisis” 
offered reactionaries additional  points of contact 
to exploit the misery of the refugees and transport 
their racist message into society.  “One could call  
this crisis a gift for us”, declared the AfD leader 
Gauland with a cynicism which is hard to match. 
“It was very helpful.”

Contradictions, Dynamics and Dangers
With  its  propaganda  mix  of  market  radicalism 
and  völkisch  nationalism,  the  AfD  is,  without 
question,  characterized  by  contradiction.  In  the 
right-wing/extreme right-wing pantomime of the 
new fraction of the Bundestag, where all sorts of 
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dubious wheeler-dealers, careerists and open Nazis 
jostle, conflict is in-built. This is shown not least 
by the departure of the AfD’s chairwoman Frauke 
Petry from the party. But one should not yield to 
the hope that the AfD will  destroy itself  of  its 
own volition, or that its “spell” will be “broken in 
parliament”.  Rather, it  is on the cards that the 
politics of the AfD will continue to offer the estab-
lished parties a source of inspiration, points of at-
tack and all sorts of weapons. The AfD hasn’t got 
a copyright on reactionary positions. Nationalism 
and racism form the social basis of all bourgeois 
parties  — from left  to  right.  Straight after  the 
election, representatives of the CSU made it un-
mistakably clear that “the open right flank” must 
now be closed off. For the so-called “Linkspartei” 
[Left Party], Sarah Wagenknecht repeatedly advo-
cated  putting  racist  persecution  more  strongly 
into the foreground and making  politics  on the 
backs of the refugees: “It is very possible that we 
too have been too soft in parts of our refugee pol-
icy. This could lead to the impression that only  
the AfD are equal to the problems emerging from  
the arrival of refugees in a country broken by aus-
terity”.  This twisted logic that racism shouldn’t 
be left  to the most open racists  is  the quintes-
sence  of  all  bourgeois  politics!  The  democratic 
race  to  see  who  is  the  most  “consistent”  in 
screaming  for  rigorous  deportations  or  has  the 
racist  immigrant law closest to their  heart,  will 
further encourage the rise  of the extreme right, 
and with it, the authoritarian character of this so-
ciety. Even now, Nazis and racists, in view of their 
electoral  success,  are  cock-a-hoop:  “The  end  of  
the  Left  and  this  anti-German  system  has  ar-
rived”,  according  to  the  Facebook  page  of  the 
Salzgitter AfD. (1) The screeching of the PEGIDA 
racists has become even clearer: “The Night of the  
Long Faces is over! Now comes the Night of the  
Long Knives!” (2)

Democracy, Anti-Fascism and the 
Perspectives for Class Struggle
Thousands  in  various  cities  have  demonstrated 
against the AfD: Spontaneously, in solidarity and 
with anger in their bellies. That was good, that 
was right! But resistance to rising racism is faced 
with great challenges and traps. Many are asking 

1) http://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/bundestagswahl/afd-
kreisverband-hetzt-auf-facebook-offen-gegen-demokratie-
15218764.html  

2) https://www.facebook.com/bandacomunale/  

themselves the question: what’s the way forward? 
From the part of the bourgeois left there is now 
much lamentation over the necessity for broad so-
cial alliances against the AfD. What at first ap-
pears plausible, ends up advocating putting other 
things aside in the face of the danger from the ex-
treme right and aim at defending the basic values 
of an abstract democracy in the broadest alliance 
of  all  honest  citizens.  Our  problem  with  such 
moth-eaten  concepts  from  the  antifascist 
wardrobe is not so much that they do not go far 
enough,  but rather  they are simply and utterly 
capitalist in their entire logic. For what is the de-
fense of “democracy”, but the defense of the glit-
tering facade of a commodity society, which daily 
institutionalizes racism and tightens the screws of 
exploitation, and, in this way, prepares the ground 
for reactionary forces like the AfD? Obviously, in 
the light of current developments, it is necessary 
to do something against the AfD and to proceed 
relentlessly against the nationalist and racist way 
of  arguing.  But  to  do  this  one  shouldn’t  place 
oneself as “anti-fascist” in “civil society” or relate 
in any other way to bourgeois democracy, rather 
it  is  a  question  of  keeping  class  relations  as  a 
whole in view. Our resistance should therefore be 
directed  not  just  against  reactionary  forces  like 
the AfD, but, on the contrary, against relations of 
dominance which permanently reproduce exploita-
tion, racism and violence. Under the present con-
ditions it is difficult to oppose anything to capital-
ist delusions. But much has already been gained, 
if,  in  the  day-to-day  social  struggles  and  con-
frontations, resistance and solidarity can be deliv-
ered,  revolutionary  positions  can  be  introduced 
and  the  beginning  of  a  political  organizational 
kernel can be developed, which will serve as the 
point of departure for an attack on the dictator-
ship  of  capital.  The  success  of  the  AfD racists 
should be enough of a spur to take up this task.

For the state-less and classless society!   «

G.I.S., 28 September 2017

Source: ‘Gegen die AfD – aber nicht nur gegen die!’, 
http://gis.blogsport.de/2017/09/28/gegen-die-afd-aber-
nicht-nur-gegen-die/  

Statement translated by the C.W.O.

https://www.facebook.com/bandacomunale/
http://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/bundestagswahl/afd-kreisverband-hetzt-auf-facebook-offen-gegen-demokratie-15218764.html
http://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/bundestagswahl/afd-kreisverband-hetzt-auf-facebook-offen-gegen-demokratie-15218764.html
http://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/bundestagswahl/afd-kreisverband-hetzt-auf-facebook-offen-gegen-demokratie-15218764.html
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The Communist Left and Marxist Humanism on 
Trump and Neofascism
A critical review of positions apropos of ‘Charlottesville (VA)’

The rise of the ultra-right in the United States, with the barely hidden encouragement of Trump, is wor-
rying. Not only the American proletariat, but the international working class as a whole is threatened by 
repressive trends. This raises questions about similarities and differences between the situation in the 
United States and other countries. At the same time there are differences in analysis and positioning, 
not only within the bourgeois left, but also between proletarian internationalist groups. This review fo-
cuses on the position of the American internationalist current that, referring to Raya Dunayevskaya, 
calls itself ‘Marxist humanist’. (a) It will do so from the point of view of the Italian and, especially, the 
German-Dutch Communist Left, which is mainly based on the historical experiences with the rise of fas-
cism and national socialism in Europe in the 1920s and 1930s.

a) More about this current can be found in Wikipedia: Raya Dunayevskaya and Marxist humanism. As far as I know this current is 
presently split in several organizations, of whom I’ll mention News & Letters Committees (NLC) and Marxist Humanist 
Initiative (MHI). The description of differences between these organizations (unknown to me) would go beyond the subject of 
this review.

Two Internationalist Currents from Different 
Origins
The Communist Left did not analyze fascism in 
the way the present bourgeois left does. (2) It ex-
plained the fascist takeover of state power in Italy, 
Germany, and Spain as the result and completion 
of the defeat of the revolutionary class struggle in 
these countries. In all of these cases the working 
class, either influenced by Social-democracy (Ger-
many and Italy), or by Anarchism (Spain), and in 
every case by the Moscow Communists, was dis-
tracted from struggle from its class aims and was 
brought  to  the  defense  of  bourgeois  democracy. 
Finally, the bourgeoisie decided to accept Fascism 
as a form of government, without the proletariat 
having any choice in it. The international counter-
revolution  against  the  revolutionary  struggle  in 
Italy, Germany and Spain took the form of Fas-
cism, in the Soviet Union that of Stalinism, and in 
France,  England  and the  United  States  that  of 
Democracy.  No  coincidence,  Fascism,  Stalinism 
and Democracy have been the three bourgeois ide-
ologies, under the flags of which the Second World 
War  was  fought,  perfectly  hiding  the  reality  of 

2) The present bourgeois left discusses criteria such as discrimi-
nation on grounds of race or culture, the formal acceptance 
or refusal of the democratic mechanism to change power, an-
tisemitism 'or' recognition of the state of Israel, all criteria 
which can not even stand before the historical reality of fas-
cism in the twenties and thirties.

state capitalism, terror, and mass destruction by 
all fighting imperialist blocks. 

From this point of view, Fascism is a phenomenon 
limited to the now bygone period of counterrevo-
lution after the 1917-1923 revolutionary wave. As 
a form of government fascism today is not on the 
agenda. However, populism is.  To underline this 
distinction  between  the  Interbellum  and  the 
present, I call the present groups that base them-
selves upon Fascist ideologies, Neofascist. 

The positions of the Communist Left have been 
characterized by its a refusal of the tactics that 
the Bolshevik Party, by means of its dominance 
over the Comintern, imposed on the latter’s mem-
ber parties, transforming them into instruments of 
the  external  policy  of  the  Soviet  Union.  These 
tactics, such as parliamentarism and electoralism, 
the formation of fronts with ‘progressive’ parts of 
the bourgeoisie,  and (to different degrees)  trade 
unionism, found their origin in the struggles for 
reforms  before  World  War  1.  The  Communist 
Left, specially the German and Dutch Left, how-
ever considered the period of reforms to be over. 
Social-democracy,  in  continuing  these  tactics 
would become the left wing of the bourgeoisie by 
its participation in defending national capital in 
W.W.1, followed by Stalinism and most Trotskyist 
organizations in W.W.2. Therefore, most parts of 
what in the USA and in Europe is seen as the 
Left (from the liberal  Democratic Party and its 

https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/
http://newsandletters.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marxist_humanism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raya_Dunayevskaya
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appendices  to  Social-democracy  and  Labour, 
many Anarchist organizations, all Trotskyist, Stal-
inist and Maoist organizations) are considered by 
Left  Communism as  left-bourgeois  organizations 
with a more or less working class verbiage.

To my knowledge, the influence of the Communist 
Left in the USA has limited itself to that of the 
German  immigrant  Paul  Mattick (later  associ-
ated by Karl Korsch) and the publications Inter-
national  Council  Correspondence,  Living 
Marxism,  and  New  Essays.  (1)  At  the  other 
hand,  before,  during  and  after  W.W.1  specially 
the  IWW have influenced several  groups in the 
German harbor towns, that were to form the Ger-
man CP, and later of course Mattick in the USA. 

Proletarian internationalism during W.W.2 in the 
USA didn’t limit itself to council communism. As 
militants  in  many  other  countries  did,  Raya 
Dunayevskaya in the USA broke with Trotsky in 
1939, when he continued to maintain that the So-
viet Union was a ‘workers' state’ even after the 
Molotov-Ribbentrop  Pact.  She  concluded  from 
this that workers couldn’t be asked to defend this 
‘workers'  state’  allied  with  Nazi  Germany  in  a 
world war. Dunayevskaya argued that the Soviet 
Union had become ‘state capitalist’. 

These different origins explain why from the point 
of view of Left Communism, there is a suspicion 
that American internationalists  inherited certain 
tactics  from Trotskyism, specially  their  attitude 
towards ‘the Left of Capital’, working in left-bour-
geois organizations and/or trying to form fronts 
with them,  defending  bourgeois  democracy,  and 
trying to gain influence in the unions.

Actual Differences
From the groups based on the Communist Left, 
Internationalist Perspective (IP) (2) on Novem-
ber  22,  2016  devoted  an  article,  This  is  what 
democracy looks like to a criticism of the  protest 
actions after the election of Trump. IP points at 
the ongoing economic crisis and the political fraud 

1) For the differences between the American and Dutch council 
communists in their analysis of the Spanish Civil War see the 
chapter on this subject in P. Bourrinet: ‘The Dutch and Ger-
man Communist Left (1900-68)’.

2) This group started its existence as a split of the International 
Communist Current (ICC) [back in the 1980s]. Lacking mili-
tantism it is becoming more and more influenced by Commu-
nisation. However, contrary to most groups that refer them-
selves to the German and Dutch Left, they don’t shy away 
from polemics. 

under the dissatisfaction with the Democrats. IP 
also suggested that trade unions and a left-bour-
geois like Bernie Sanders have freed the way for 
Trump by blaming foreign competition and trade 
agreements  for  the economic problems.  In addi-
tion, IP did not see in the Trump government a 
historic  turnaround  that  the  protesters  fear: 
"Even a pro-revolutionary group like the Marxist  
Humanist  Initiative  was  caught  up in  the  anti-
Trump  hysteria.  ‘The  whole  world  has  been 
turned upside down’, it proclaimed on its website,  
exhorting its readers to fight, not against capital-
ism  but  against  ‘Trumpism’." In  Anti-Fa?  No, 
Thanks, (3) IP, commenting the march of neofas-
cists in Berkeley, enlarged its criticism to the sub-
ject of anti-fascism. Without mentioning MHI, IP 
demonstrates  relatively  accurately  the  historical 
position of the Communist Left on the formation 
of  anti-fascist  fronts  in  the  1930-ties.  However, 
when attempting to analyze the current situation, 
the article partly falls back on a bourgeois argu-
ment  (4)  by  stating  that  there  is  no  indication 
that Trump, Le Pen and others will not adhere to 
the basic rules of the bourgeois democratic game. 
The  article  proposes  a  perspective,  but  this  re-
mains abstract because it fails to analyze the ac-
tual struggles. 

IP was severely criticized in Why we are not anti 
antifa; Why we are anti-anti antifa by Anti-Capi-
tal (a group whose historical-theoretical roots re-
main unclear):  “What the so-called Marxists, ‘re-
sponsible leftists,’ academic and non-academic so-
cialists miss, besides everything, in their denunci-
ations of Antifa is precisely that – that there are  
fascists  organizing demonstrations as a cover  in  
order to physically assault,  injure, and terrorize  
black  people,  brown  people,  workers  organizing  
for a better wage or  better working conditions,  
and women, and anybody else who might stand in  
their way”. At several forums efforts were made to 
discuss  antifascism,  see  Reddit and  specially 
Leftcom.

For the sake of this review article, IP’s attack on 
MHI is reason enough to look what MHI in its Ed-
itorials actually means with ‘Trumpism’. On Au-
gust 29, 2016, MHI in The Extraordinary Dangers 
of Trump and Trumpism defines Trumpism as a 
racist and xenophobic movement. It resists a “so-
called ‘left'” that puts some hopes upon Trumps 

3) Publishing date: May 8, 2017.
4) See our note 1).

https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/mhieditorial/the-extraordinary-dangers-of-trump-and-trumpism-2.html#more-6691
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/mhieditorial/the-extraordinary-dangers-of-trump-and-trumpism-2.html#more-6691
https://libcom.org/forums/general/antifa-no-thanks-11052017
https://www.reddit.com/r/leftcommunism/comments/6t7743/antifa_no_thanks_internationalist_perspective/
http://anticapital0.wordpress.com/why-we-are-not-anti-antifa-why-we-are-anti-anti-antifa/
http://anticapital0.wordpress.com/why-we-are-not-anti-antifa-why-we-are-anti-anti-antifa/
https://internationalistperspective.org/antifa-no-thanks/
https://internationalistperspective.org/antifa-no-thanks/
https://internationalistperspective.org/this-is-what-democracy-looks-like/
https://internationalistperspective.org/this-is-what-democracy-looks-like/
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'anti-elitism' and even his so-called ’anti-imperial-
ist’. Seen the criticisms by IP, it is important to 
read that MHI warns – still during the [presiden-
tial] election campaign – to reject the choices that 
the ruling class implies,  especially the option of 
voting  for  Hillary  Clinton  as  a  voice  for  the 
[smaller] danger, while MHI considers the unpre-
dictable Trump as the greatest danger because of 
unrestricted  access  to  nuclear  weapons  that  he 
would have as a president. Against the support of 
some ‘leftists’ for Trump, MHI argues: 

"The positive element here is that the soft-on-
Trump left  is  being  decisively  repudiated  on  
the  ground  by  the  actual  left  in  the  U.S.–
Blacks,  Latinos,  youth,  women,  and  others  
who understand quite well the threat to their  
well-being  that  Trump  and  Trumpism  repre-
sent.  Many  of  them  have  engaged  in  nearly  
continuous  protests  at  Trump’s  rallies. They 
are not allowing his ‘right’ to hold ‘private’ rallies  
interfere with their right to speak freely in order to  
challenge  the  torrent  of  filth  and hate  he  spews  
forth. It is this left that we stand with and are part  
of. It needs to grow and develop to the point where  
it can defeat Trump and Trumpism. This is no time 
to trust the Democrats. We cannot trust them to  
win the election. Much less can we trust them to  
continue to fight Trumpism if they need to make  
peace with it in order to preserve U.S. capitalism, or  
even  their  own  career  prospects."  (Emphasis  by 
MHI)

Apparently MHI makes a distinction between two 
kinds of ‘left’, focusing on ‘the real left’, appealing 
for  “an  independent  perspective  –  grounded  in  
self-activity from below as guided by a philosophy  
of  human  liberation”. In  their  latest  Editorial, 
Will  We  Allow  Trump  to  Get  Away  with 
Fomenting  White  Supremacy  and  Racist 
Violence? MHI  continues  along  this  line  of 
thought. But in this extensive analysis of Char-
lottesville, the MHI does not say anything about 
the  role  of  the  bourgeois  left:  The  Democratic 

Party and those trade unions  and organizations 
for civil rights, women's rights, sexual minorities, 
etc., that support the Democrats. Nor does it pay 
attention to the way the Democrats accommodate 
to the Trump government. MHI only sees the con-
firmation of  its  past  analysis.  Even if  we could 
agree that Marxist-Humanitarian dialectics would 
prevent the working class falling into the trap of 
choosing  the  lesser  evil  that  the  bourgeois  left 
would represent, the present reality is that popu-
lar human thinking generally [does fall] into this 
trap.

At  the  end  of  August  2017  Setup  in 
Charlottesville,  written  by  Internationalist  
Notes, a publication in the U.S.A. affiliated to the 
Internationalist  Communist  Tendency (Italian 
Communist  Left)  tries  to  analyze  the  actual 
events in the USA, basing itself on the ‘classical’ 
refusal of anti-fascist fronts. This article not only 
analyzes the function of the left of capital in rela-
tion to the government and its policies, to the ex-
treme right and Neofascism, with respect to the 
divisions of [in] the class – specially by promoting 
identity politics – but, most importantly, explains 
Neofascism as an appendix of the state for the re-
pression of proletarian struggles.

So far, this article has limited itself to MHI. The 
Marxist-Humanist  group  News  and  Letters  
Committees in its latest statement,  Rising U.S. 
racism  challenges  all  freedom  movements,  NLC 
refers  to  Raya  Dunayevskaya’s  1963  ‘American 
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard’ 
– like MHI – as the theoretical-historical source of 
their actual analyses. This major contribution, un-
derlining the unfinished character of the bourgeois 
revolution in America and the vanguard position 
of the Afro-American proletariat should be part of 
any serious discussion with the Marxist-Humanist 
internationalists, a discussion that should not be 
evaded.

Fredo Corvo, September 14, 2017

The next release of A Free Retriever's Digest is envisaged for the second half of November, 2017. Please send eventual notifica-
tions and contributions before Saturday, November 11.

https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/American-Civilization-on-Trial.pdf
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/American-Civilization-on-Trial.pdf
http://newsandletters.org/rising-u-s-racism-challenges-all-freedom-movements/
http://newsandletters.org/rising-u-s-racism-challenges-all-freedom-movements/
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-28/setup-in-charlottesville
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-28/setup-in-charlottesville
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/mhieditorial/will-we-allow-trump-to-get-away-with-fomenting-white-supremacy-and-racist-violence.html#more-8643
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/mhieditorial/will-we-allow-trump-to-get-away-with-fomenting-white-supremacy-and-racist-violence.html#more-8643
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/mhieditorial/will-we-allow-trump-to-get-away-with-fomenting-white-supremacy-and-racist-violence.html#more-8643
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Quoted: “The New Nazism and its Opponents”
Fischer (I.P.) on ’Charlottesville’ and ‘Antifascism’ 

» Charlottesville was not the first time in recent 
memory the Nazis, the Klan and other “white na-
tionalist”  organizations  have  marched  in  the 
streets  brazenly  proclaiming  their  vile  creed  of 
white  supremacy,  antisemitism and race  hatred. 
Yet, the events in Charlottesville seemed to mark 
a qualitative difference: A torch light rally accom-
panied  by  openly  Nazi  slogans  of  “Blood  and 
Soil” and “Jews will not replace us” on August 11 
was followed by a daylight rally of hatred which 
culminated in James Fields, a neo-Nazi who was 
photographed marching with the Vanguard Amer-
ica group, ramming a car into a crowd of counter-
protesters murdering a protester, Heather Heyer.

The Klan was once a powerful force in American 
politics boasting over 4 million members with sen-
ators, governors and even a supreme court judge 
among its members. However a decades-long de-
cline has reduced the Klan to squabbling factions; 
explicitly  Nazi  organizations  have  never  been 
more than a momentary blip on the news feed. 
Yet, here were  emboldened rightists, seemingly in 
ascendance.  What  could  account  for  this  resur-
gence? Perhaps the belief that one of “their” sup-
porters was in the White House. Former Klan Im-
perial  Grand  Wizard  David  Duke,  who  was 
present in Charlottesville, remarked that the neo-
Nazis were in Charlottesville to “take our country 
back. To fulfill the promises of Donald Trump.”

But is Trump a fascist? Certainly Trump’s chau-
vinist “Make American Great Again” and “Amer-
ica First” rhetoric echo the far-right’s nationalism, 
and Trump’s seemingly  bottomless  narcissism is 
reminiscent of the fascist cult of the leader. In ad-
dition, Trump has shown an eagerness to engage 
in dog whistle politics for his base: his defense of 
Confederate statues as (white) heritage and the 
continued use of the term “globalism” (eerily rem-
iniscent of Nazi code for Jews) have only encour-
aged the far-right. Yet, Trump remains within the 
framework of bourgeois democratic politics albeit 
with an authoritarian bent.

For bourgeois politicians, proforma denunciations 
of explicitly Nazi or racist groups is not unusual, 
even  though  successive  Republican  and  Demo-

cratic  politicians  have  felt  free  to  plunder  ele-
ments of the program to suit their needs as well 
as engaging in nudges and winks to their support-
ers.  The Republican National Committee unani-
mously  adopted  a  resolution  against  white 
supremacy August  25,  yet  its  platform contains 
many of the same ideas.

Trump  however  has  broken  with  this  unofficial 
policy. Much to the delight of the neo-Nazis, such 
as  the  Daily  Stormer,  Trump’s initial  response 
was to equivocate between the neo-Nazis and An-
tifa, arguing that there was violence in Charlottes-
ville,  “on many sides.”  Responding to the pres-
sure  from  the  media  his  own  party,  and  even 
within  his  administration,  a  tight-lipped Trump 
read a stronger statement on August 14 denounc-
ing the Nazis and the Klan. This obviously forced-
upon statement stood a single day before Trump 
went back to his original position statement, but 
went further, arguing that there were  “very fine 
people on both sides” and reiterating the notion 
that rightists were simply defending history and 
the heritage of the south. This, like the rhetoric 
around state’s rights, is a talking point for White 
supremacists who argue that statues of Lee and 
his ilk represent the (white) south’s history – a 
history of lynching and white supremacy. David 
Duke tweeted to thank Trump for his remarks in 
identifying the “terrorists” of the left.

The reaction of the media and the political estab-
lishment  was  swift  and  savage,  denouncing 
Trump for his  even-handed equation of the two 
sides. Yet, this was a curious reaction, and cer-
tainly not an expected one. While in the period 
since the Second World War, the US has shown 
revulsion for  fascism,  it  has  only  been  when it 
suited its purpose to do so. Indeed, the US has 
shown a marked preference for authoritarian and 
neo-fascist regimes ever since the war; instead a 
revulsion for “communism” or leftist regimes has 
been a much more consistent policy.

So  why  then,  did  the  US ruling  class  react  so 
strongly against this position? A significant sec-
tion of the US ruling class, extending beyond the 
Democratic Party, does not support Trump and 
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would rather have him, if not replaced by a more 
malleable figure such as Mike Pence, then at least 
have  Trump’s  authority  reduced  in  favor  of 
trusted  elements  within  Trump’s  administration 
such as the military.

Since the events of Charlottesville, the state has 
presented a front of ‘democratic citizens standing 
up against fascism,’ idealizing and glorifying the 
Second  World  War  and  America  ever  since  as 
leading  the  struggle  for  democracy  against  fas-
cism. When John McCain is able to write in The 
Washington Post on September 1,  “Most of us  
share Heather Heyer’s values, not the depravity of  
the man who took her life,” there can be no other 
conclusion.

By concentrating criticism on the neo-Nazi right, 
the capitalist state (and here we mean not just 
the state itself, but also the media, the political 
parties, business, the unions etc.) seek to further 
cement that alliance by drawing in protest groups 
such as Black Lives Matter or Antifa – the em-
brace of a BLM leader and the Mayor of Boston 
prior  to  an  anti-White  nationalist  rally  in  that 
city illustrates the point.

With  the  visible  resurgence  of  organized  fascist 
groups, the flood of patriotic and nostalgic anti-
fascism across the internet and social media has 
been inescapable. Yet, the Second World War was 
a war between imperialist  powers;  it  was not a 
war to fight fascism, not a war to save the Jews, 
not a war to save the world for democracy, but 
rather a war to divide the world into new spheres 
of influence. The workers on all sides were merely 
cannon fodder.

The real enemy of the state is not neo-Nazi ele-
ments. Rather they are being utilized as a pretext 
to  reinforce  the  state  with  democracy  as  the 
“glue” that holds it together.

What then of  Antifa? In a sense it is wrong to 
speak of Antifa as an organization since, beyond a 
common  commitment  to  confronting  fascist 
groups, Antifa is locally organized into collectives 
in  a  national  network.  With  its  current  media 
prominence, Antifa may become a shorthanded for 
a broad opposite to racism or fascism, an ideology 
as ultimately supportive of the liberal state demo-
cratic  despite  Trump’s  continued  efforts  as 
demonstrated by his bellow at a rally in Phoenix:

“They show up in the helmets and the black masks  
and they have clubs and everything. Antifa!”

Yet,  Fascism  is  not  a  mass  movement  in  the 
United  States.  Nor  is  it  likely  to  become  one. 
Trump uses racism, and the cult of a strong leader 
not to undermine democracy but to divide the ex-
ploited  and  to  reinforce  nationalism.  His  friend 
Steve Bannon, now supporting Trump from out-
side the government, is not an ideological brother 
of the Nazis of Charlottesville, whom he was quick 
to  dismiss  as  “clowns”  and  “losers”,  but  that 
should give us no comfort. Trump and Bannon are 
using democracy and all its tools to push the US 
and the world further on a path towards greater 
exploitation,  more war,  more ecological  destruc-
tion.

The  choice  today  is  not  fascism  or  democracy. 
Both are tools of capital; both are murderous and 
repressive.  The  fight  against  white  supremacist 
and other racist ideologies bears only a perspec-
tive of liberation if it’s connected to the struggle 
to end capitalism. Otherwise, it will be recuper-
ated  and  turned  into  an  instrument  to  purify 
democracy and thereby to reinforce the capitalist 
state. «

Fischer (Internationalist Perspective),  September  
15, 2017.

When Insurrections Die (1998)
“The essence of anti-fascism consists in resisting  
fascism  by  defending  democracy:  one  no  longer  
struggles against capitalism but seeks to pressure  
capitalism into renouncing the totalitarian option.  
Since socialism is identified with total democracy,  
and capitalism with an accelerating tendency to  
fascism, the antagonisms between proletariat and 
capital, communism and wage labour, proletariat  
and  state,  are  rejected  for  a  counterposition  of  
democracy and fascism presented as the quintes-
sential revolutionary perspective. The official left  
and far left tell us that a real change would be the  
realization, at last, of the ideals of 1789, endlessly  
betrayed by the bourgeoisie.”

Source: http://troploin.fr/node/47

http://troploin.fr/node/47
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(Continuation of p. 24 “The Legacy we can Affirm”)
All in all, while most of these names and currents 
may seem,   for the present, little more than fossils 
preserved in amber, they point, as a guidepost for 
today,  to a possible synthesis of the best of the Ger-
man-Dutch  lefts  with  the  Italian  Communist  Left 
(the “Bordigists”).  (This  in full  recognition of  the 
fact that the two currents loathed each other.) These 
elements would include the soviet, i.e. the regional 
body of working,  unemployed and retired proletari-
ans which overcomes the division of labor material-
ized in the individual workplace (Bordiga’s critique 
of  Gramsci’s  vaunted  factory  councils);  workers’ 
councils as an adjunct to the soviet; the theory of 
the  “dual  revolution”  to  characterize  the  Russian 
1917, and the insistence on working-class political in-
dependence from any “cross-class” alliances.
I also lean toward Bordiga’s characterization of the 
Soviet Union (and later  spinoffs, up to China and 
Vietnam today) as a “transition to capitalism”.
This avoids the peremptory and to my mind facile 
term “state capitalism” while also rejecting the Trot-
skyist concept of the “workers’ state”.
All this said, there is no unbroken thread of ortho-
dox continuity we can retrieve for the present, but 
rather only guidelines. The new international synthe-
sis is a work in progress, to which this is one contri-
bution.

One Hundred Years After the Earthquake of 
1917
In 2017, in the world of Trump, Putin, Xi, Duterte, 
Modi, Erdogan, Assad and Netanyahu,  it may seem 
“non-contemporary” in the extreme to  talk  of  the 
next world working-class upsurge.
To correct  this  reticence,  one need,  however,  only 
look to Asia, with China in the lead, with more and 
more  “incidents”  (i.e.  confrontations)  every  year 
(150,000 in 2016), including several thousand strikes; 
Vietnam, with three or four general strikes in the 
past decade; Cambodia, with strike upon strike; (1) 
 Bangladesh, with numerous strikes and riots in the 
textile and clothing export sectors, in which women 
predominate;  and  India,  (2)  such  as  at  Maruti 
Suzuki.
The task is to locate the “invariant” that, in every 
revolutionary  upsurge  since  1848,  has  “compelled” 
the  wage-labor  proletariat  to  seek  and  implement 
new forms of struggle. If the world   today is domi-
nated  by  the  accumulation  of  capital,  the  global 
wage-labor  proletariat  is  its  “dark  underside”,  the 
collective  practical  subject  further  inverted  into 
alienated forms by a post-1970’s strategy of fragmen-
tation, culminating in the ongoing attempted “Uber-
ization” of the class. The world dominated by profit, 
finance and real estate (ground rent) is one in which 
the results of human labor seem to walk on their 

1) See the new article of Art Mean at insurgentnotes.com .
2) See the Kamunist Kranti article in Insurgent Notes no. 15.

head,  and only  in the exceptional  conjunctures  of 
rupture  does  the  “class  for  itself”  of  those  whose 
daily  alienated  activity  underpins  those  forms,  
stand  upright  and  stride  reality  in  seven-league 
boots.  The  Franco-Prussian  War  that  sparked the 
Commune,  the  Russian  defeat  in the  1904-05 war 
with Japan that led to the eruption in both Russia 
and Poland of 1905-07, the German sailors in Kiel 
who in 1918 mutinied rather than face certain death 
against the British blockade,  are past instances  of 
proletarians pushed to the limits by the logic of the 
system, and who instead upended it.
A war today of the dimensions of the two inter-im-
perialist world wars would be an unspeakable catas-
trophe, and would probably answer definitively the 
question of “socialism or barbarism?” in favor of the 
latter.  Today,  and for a  long time,  the barbarians 
have been winning. To take only the sad example of 
the United States, we see the “world’s richest coun-
try”  regularly  leading  the  “advanced  capitalist” 
world in deaths on the job.  The ratio of  CEO to 
workers’  income  has  increased  from  40:1  in  the 
1970’s  to  200/300:1  today,  with  workers’  share  of 
GDP at  a post-1945 low.  The current  (September 
2017)  massive  hurricanes  Harvey  and Irma under-
score, just for the U.S.,  the upward slope of “cli-
mate events” as further evidence,  if  evidence were 
needed, of climate change.
Nevertheless, because we see communism first of all 
“as  the real  movement  unfolding  before  our  eyes” 
(Communist Manifesto), we can point, in addition to 
the above-mentioned ongoing strike waves in Asia, to 
the movements of the Argentine piqueteros of 2001 
and since, to the black youth of Ferguson, Missouri, 
who in 2014 went into the streets day after day fol-
lowing the shooting of Michael Brown, to the ongo-
ing French worker and youth resistance to the gut-
ting of the country’s labor laws,  now high on the 
agenda of Macron, to the ongoing labor militancy at 
Egypt’s key Malhalla textile plant and the bread ri-
ots in that country in March 2017, to the years of 
strikes and riots against European Union austerity in 
Greece, and to the miners’ strikes in South Africa. 
 We can point to the violent nationwide resistance to 
yet another increase in the price of gasoline in Mex-
ico in early 2017, and Vietnamese workers who at-
tacked factory guards in March 2017. (3) These are 
just a few of the examples indicating that the “old 
mole” is not dead.
We can thus best acknowledge the centennial of the 
Russian  Revolution,  in  the  larger  context  of  the 
eruptions of 1917-1921, not in beatific contemplation 
of a historical rupture far in the past, but by con-
tributing to the unification of the struggles of today 
and tomorrow, of the coming revolt of the class that 
“is the answer to the riddle of history, and knows it-
self to be that answer.” 

(Loren Goldner, September 11, 2017)

3) I thank the blog “Nous sommes les oiseaux de la tempete qui  
s’annoncent” for these examples and more

http://insurgentnotes.com/
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On the Extreme Margins of the Centennial of the  
October Revolution 
The Legacy of 1917 We Can Affirm. By Loren Goldner

The year 1917 is most closely associated with the Rus-
sian Revolution,  but it  is  more important  to locate 
 that revolution in the global tidal wave of  working-
class  struggle   from 1917  to  1921  (continued  up to 
1927 in China), which forced the end of the first inter-
imperialist world war (1914-1918).

This  tidal  wave  included  the  German  Revolution 
(1918-1921), the factory occupations in northern Italy 
(1919-1920),  the  1919  nationwide  strike  wave  in 
Britain, revolution in Hungary (1919), and important 
strikes in France in 1919-1920, in Spain from 1919 to 
1923, and in the U.S. (1919).

These struggles continued and amplified the pre-war 
ferment associated with the IWW in the U.S., the syn-
dicalist strike wave in England, Ireland and Scotland 
from 1908 to 1914, the “red week” in Italy in 1914, 
and above  all  the Russian Revolution of  1905-1907, 
which put workers’ councils and above all soviets on 
the historical agenda as the practical discovery of the 
working class in struggle, the product of no theoreti-
cian.

As such an unlikely witness as England’s King George 
VI put it, “Thank God for the war! It saved us from 
the revolution.”

And these are only the upsurges in Europe and the 
U.S.. It is often forgotten that the period from 1905 to 
1914 appeared to contemporaries as an era of mount-
ing revolutions, including Iran (1906), Mexico (1910-
1920), China (1911),  and an uprising in India (1909).

These struggles in the semi-colonial and colonial world 
continued after World War I with the long  period of 
ferment in China, culminating in 1925-1927, the Japa-
nese rice riots of 1919, the (rather problematic) South 
African general strike of 1922, (1) a left-wing officers’ 
coup in Brazil in 1922,  the wave of struggles in Tur-
key up to 1925, (2) the Gilan soviet in northern Iran, 
 and a left-leaning, pro-Soviet coup in Afghanistan.

I see the best legacy to the present of these revolts 
and revolutions as  the  so-called left  communists,  of 
both  the  German-Dutch  and  Italian  variants,  most 
closely associated with figures such as Herman Gorter, 
Anton Pannekoek and Amadeo Bordiga.  What both 

1) The South African strikers raised the slogan “Workers of the 
World Unite for a White South Africa”.

2) See my article on this period: 
http://breaktheirhaughtypower.org/socialism-in-one-
country-before-stalin-and-the-origins-of-reactionary-
anti-imperialism-the-case-of-turkey-1917-1925/  

variants had in common was their assertion  that, un-
like  the worker-peasant alliance which made the “dual 
revolution” in Russia,   the working class in the west 
stood alone,  and could not  ally with the peasantry, 
which already had land. There were also Russians who 
agreed with the western currents, such as the Workers 
Group around Miasnikov.

(Assessing in any depth the ambiguous roles of Lenin 
and Trotsky, who were indeed great strategists,  but 
whose theories and practice of organization gave the 
counter-revolution its point of departure, would unfor-
tunately double the length of this short essay.)

The left-communist currents were buried, in the ebb of 
the world revolutionary wave, most memorably sym-
bolized  in  the  crushing  of  the  Kronstadt  soviet  of 
1921, by decades of hegemony of the Russia-centered 
Third International  and the Stalinist  counter-revolu-
tion it spread worldwide.  What had been a side show, 
a country in which the working class was at most 10% 
of the population in 1917,  became the main show, for 
an epoch.

To these currents, I must add the name of Rosa Lux-
emburg.

Luxemburg was killed too early (January 1919) to de-
fine a clear post-1918 perspective fully breaking with 
Social Democracy. But her writings on the mass strike 
after 1905, her rejection of nationalism, and her two 
works on the critique of political economy are as rele-
vant today as when they were written. Not to mention 
the  remarkable humanity shown in  her  letters  from 
prison during the world war.

I don’t agree with the left  communists who say (or 
came  to  say,  e.g.  Otto  Rühle,)   that  the  Bolshevik 
Revolution was a bourgeois revolution from Day One. 
This characterization evolved by the early 1920’s; dur-
ing the Russian Civil War (1918-1921) it self, the left 
communists in the west were blowing up trains carry-
ing weapons and ammunitions to the Russian Whites. 
Quite aside from the brief power of the soviets, 1917 
marked a vast expansion of the Russian peasant com-
mune, which controlled 98% of Russian territory until 
Stalin’s “collectivizations” in 1930. (3) (→ page 23)

3) See my article:  http://breaktheirhaughtypower.org/the-
agrarian-question-in-the-russian-revolution-from-
material-community-to-productivism-and-back/  
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