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2 A Free Retriever's Digest

From the Editor

Tuesday, August 22, 2017

L.S.

With 24 pages this new issue of A Free Retriever's Digest comes in a somewhat extended size. Selecting 38 
articles that have appeared over the past 2+ months has led to grouping them into 10 categories or topics. 
The most extensive ones are: 1. the 2017 democratic elections in Europe (in France and in the United King-
dom; 9 articles); 2. the rising imperialist tensions and confrontations (focusing on Syria/Iraq and on the 
standoff between the USA and North Korea; 6 articles); 3. the question of workers’ struggles and current out-
bursts of combativity (U.K., Egypt; 6 articles); 4. The protests and riots at the G-20 summit 2017 in Ham-
burg (6 articles).

The question of an impending generalization of war and its ideological preparation  is treated in this 
issue through an article on Russo-phobic propaganda in the USA and the role of the bourgeois left, adopted 
from Internationalist Notes of August 8th in the ‘Quoted’ section. Obviously this article has been written 
prior to the current standoff between the USA and Korea on the pretext of the latter’s presumed nuclear and 
intercontinental ballistic missile capacities. It shows that warmongering campaigns in the USA have already 
been fueled in advance of the recent unheard of threats by Trump against North Korea, and that these have 
been aimed at a different target, namely Russia instead of China.

Exposing how an attempt at a workers’ struggle in one of the historically central countries of capi -
talism, in which the proletariat has been subjected to an ongoing series of intense perfidious campaigns of 
broad importance (the ‘Brexit’ referendum of June 2016 and the ‘snap elections’ of late June 8th), the UK, is  
confronted with syndicalist maneuvering is the object of a short article on the strike in London hospitals, 
that has been translated from the Arbeidersstemmen blog.

As the least intelligent part of the ‘leftist autonomist’ milieu has burst into celebrating the arson, looting and 
rioting ‘events’ that took place at the occasion of  the G-20 summit in Hamburg (under the pretext of 
‘anti-capitalism’) as a victory on the repressive forces of the bourgeoisie, a first and feeble questioning has 
manifested itself whether the occurrence of these exactions was in fact a calculated part of the strategy pur-
sued by the state. Any significant reactions from the internationalist milieu have been shining by their ab-
sence so far, with the laudable exception of the G.I.S. in Germany. As A Free Retriever's Digest‘s editor I 
have engaged in a brief but promising exchange of messages with them that is reported in this issue.

Two interesting book publications: a critique of ambient theories of decadence of capitalism and a Lexicon of 
German council communism, are presented by their respective authors’ introductions. Last but not least, we 
fully endorse an invitation to study and discussion meetings on the political conditions for the period of 
transition according to the council communist vision of the G.I.C.

Looking forward to receiving your appreciations and contributions;

Internationalist regards,

Henry Cinnamon

A Free Retriever's Digest aims at presenting publications that are relevant for discussions within the internationalist milieu 
in general, and among the groups and circles who claim adherence to the international communist left(s) in particular. It intends 
to provide comments and offering a space for discussion as well.

Readers are invited to send in notifications of publications by e-mail, abstracts and reviews of relevant books, articles or texts, 
and presentations at discussion meetings. Contributions should be written in English and may not exceed 2000 words. Included 
bibliographical references and internet links should be exact.

Articles and contributions express the views of their authors. Publication is at the discretion of the editor. They may be freely  
adopted if correctly quoted with source reference. A notification thereof is highly appreciated. 

 The editor’s e-mail address: afreeretriever@gmail.com.
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Selected Articles & News Feeds
June 12 – August 19, 2017 (week no.’s 24 – 33)

The 2017 Democratic Elections in Europe (France, United Kingdom)

Categories: Democratic campaigns; Electoralism; Difficulties for the Bourgeoisie and for the Prole-
tariat; Relations of Force; State Authoritarianism

1 Title: Macron, classe moyenne et politique: réflexions sur la présidentielle 2017 French

Published on: June 5, 2017 Week 23

Author(s): AC/Carbure 

Web link: https://carbureblog.com/2017/06/05/macron-classe-moyenne-et-politique-reflexions-
sur-la-presidentielle-2017/

Subject: The 2017 Presidential and Parliamentary elections in France

Genre: Reflections of a protagonist of “communization”

Length (words): 4,200

Remarks:

2 Title: UK Election result: The ruling class tries to cope with the damage to its 
political apparatus

English

Published on: June 23, 2017 Week 25

Author(s): Alex/ICC, June 18, 2017

Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201706/14338/uk-election-result-ruling-
class-tries-cope-damage-its-political-apparatus

Subject: The UK early Parliamentary Elections of May 08, 2017

Genre: Statement on actuality

Length (words): 2,650

Remarks:

3 Title: Elections and Democracy: The future of humanity will not be decided through 
the ballot box

English

Published on: June 23, 2017 Week 25

Author(s): Sandrine/ICC

Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201706/14339/elections-and-democracy-
future-humanity-will-not-be-decided-through-ballot-bo

Subject: Difficulties for the Bourgeoisie and for the Proletariat

Genre: Background article

Length (words): 3,710

Remarks: Adopted (and adapted) from French

4 Title: Pourquoi les élections n'offrent aucune solution aux peuples? French

Published on: June 26, 2017 Week 26

Author(s): Robert Paris/MER

Web link: http://www.matierevolution.org/spip.php?article5587

Subject: The inadequacy of Democracy for the bourgeoisie … and for the working people

Genre: Editorial of “La Voix des Travailleurs”
Length (words): 2,031

Remarks:

http://www.matierevolution.org/spip.php?article5587
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201706/14339/elections-and-democracy-future-humanity-will-not-be-decided-through-ballot-bo
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201706/14339/elections-and-democracy-future-humanity-will-not-be-decided-through-ballot-bo
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201706/14338/uk-election-result-ruling-class-tries-cope-damage-its-political-apparatus
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201706/14338/uk-election-result-ruling-class-tries-cope-damage-its-political-apparatus
https://carbureblog.com/2017/06/05/macron-classe-moyenne-et-politique-reflexions-sur-la-presidentielle-2017/
https://carbureblog.com/2017/06/05/macron-classe-moyenne-et-politique-reflexions-sur-la-presidentielle-2017/
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5 Title: What Significance and Implications do the Parliamentary Elections in France 
have for the French and International Proletariat?

English

Published on: July 1, 2017 Week 26

Author(s): IGCL, June 30, 2017

Web link: http://igcl.org/What-Significance-and-Implications

Subject: The 2017 Presidential and Parliamentary Elections in France

Genre: Statement and analysis

Length (words): 5,029

Remarks: With reference to statements of Programme Communiste/Le Prolétaire and to 
Battaglia Comunista/ICT

6 Title: UK’s 2017 General Election: A Crisis for the Political Class English

Published on: July 5, 2017 Week 27

Author(s): Stakhanov Russ/MHI

Web link: https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/uk-news/uks-2017-general-election-a-
crisis-for-the-political-class.html

Subject: The UK early Parliamentary Elections of May 08, 2017

Genre: Statement on actuality

Length (words): 2,883

Remarks:

7 Title: La situation politique en France après les élections de 2017 French

Published on: July 13, 2017 Week 28

Author(s): Robin Goodfellow (RGF)

Web link: https://defensedumarxisme.wordpress.com/2017/07/13/la-situation-politique-en-
france-apres-les-elections-de-2017/

Subject: The 2017 Presidential and Parliamentary Elections in France

Genre: Statement and analysis

Length (words): 7,926

Remarks: Downloadable pdf available, 15 p. A4

8 Title: Élections législatives: les gouvernements changent, le capitalisme demeure French

Published on: July 14, 2017 Week 28

Author(s): Stephan/ICC, July 8 2017

Web link: http://fr.internationalism.org/revolution-internationale/201707/9565/elections-
legislatives-gouvernements-changent-capitalisme-deme

Subject: The 2017 Presidential and Parliamentary Elections in France

Genre: Statement on actuality

Length (words): 1,804

Remarks:

9 Title: OXES, DONKEYS AND DRAGONS English

Published on: July 31, 2017 Week 31

Author(s): Sander / Internationalist Perspective

Web link: https://internationalistperspective.org/oxes-donkeys-and-dragons/

Subject: A discussion on democracy and electoralism with an adherent to ‘anti-fascism’

Genre: Discussion

Categories: Democratic ideology; antifascism

Length (words): 1,956

Remarks:

https://internationalistperspective.org/oxes-donkeys-and-dragons/
http://fr.internationalism.org/revolution-internationale/201707/9565/elections-legislatives-gouvernements-changent-capitalisme-deme
http://fr.internationalism.org/revolution-internationale/201707/9565/elections-legislatives-gouvernements-changent-capitalisme-deme
https://defensedumarxisme.wordpress.com/2017/07/13/la-situation-politique-en-france-apres-les-elections-de-2017/
https://defensedumarxisme.wordpress.com/2017/07/13/la-situation-politique-en-france-apres-les-elections-de-2017/
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/uk-news/uks-2017-general-election-a-crisis-for-the-political-class.html
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/uk-news/uks-2017-general-election-a-crisis-for-the-political-class.html
http://igcl.org/What-Significance-and-Implications
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International Situation – Imperialist Tensions and Confrontations
Categories: Local and Proxy Wars; Terrorism and Anti-Terrorism; Imperialism and imperialist alliances; 

the Drive towards War

1 Title: Russo-phobic Propaganda and US War Aims: the Bourgeois Left Takes Sides English

Published on: August 8, 2017 Week 32

Author(s): AS, Internationalist Workers Group (ICT)

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-08/russo-phobic-propaganda-and-us-war-
aims-the-bourgeois-left-takes-sides

Subject: The USA and the drive to imperialist war

Genre: Statement and actualization

Length (words): 1,754

Remarks: This article can be read on Page 21. 

2 Title: “BE VERY VERY NERVOUS” English

Published on: August 12, 2017 Week 32

Author(s): Sander / Internationalist Perspective, August 11, 2017

Web link: https://internationalistperspective.org/be-very-very-nervous/

Subject: USA-North Korea standoff; War threats by Kim Yong Un and by Donald Trump

Genre: Rapid statement

Length (words): 842

Remarks:

3 Title: Trump versus Kim Jong-un: géén werkelijke oorlogsdreiging? Dutch

Published on: August 14, 2017 Week 33

Author(s): Fredo Corvo / Arbeidersstemmen

Web link: https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/08/14/trump-versus-kim-jong-un-geen-
werkelijke-oorlogsdreiging/#more-9084

Subject: USA-North Korea standoff; War threats by Kim Yong Un and by Donald Trump

Genre: Rapid statement

Length (words): 1,618

Remarks:

4 Title: The War in Syria and Shifting Imperialist Positions English

Published on: August 14, 2017 Week 33

Author(s): FD / Battaglia Comunista, Tuesday, May 30, 2017

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-14/the-war-in-syria-and-shifting-
imperialist-positions

Subject: Imperialist confrontations in the Near and Middle East; a comparison between the 
policies of the Obama administration and those of the Trump presidency

Genre: Analysis, Translation

Length (words): 5,028

Remarks: Source: Prometeo 17 (June 2017), theoretical journal of the Internationalist 
Communist Party

5 Title: US Talks to China about North Korea, But Does Not Listen English

Published on: August 16, 2017 Week 33

Author(s): Gregory Kulacki, China project manager and senior analyst / Union of Concerned 
Scientist’s blog

Web link: http://allthingsnuclear.org/gkulacki/us-talks-to-china-about-north-korea-but-
does-not-listen

Subject: USA-North Korea standoff; War threats by Kim Yong Un and by Donald Trump

Genre: A news update from bourgeois press releases

Length (words): 1,338

Remarks:

http://allthingsnuclear.org/gkulacki/us-talks-to-china-about-north-korea-but-does-not-listen
http://allthingsnuclear.org/gkulacki/us-talks-to-china-about-north-korea-but-does-not-listen
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-14/the-war-in-syria-and-shifting-imperialist-positions
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-14/the-war-in-syria-and-shifting-imperialist-positions
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/08/14/trump-versus-kim-jong-un-geen-werkelijke-oorlogsdreiging/#more-9084
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/08/14/trump-versus-kim-jong-un-geen-werkelijke-oorlogsdreiging/#more-9084
https://internationalistperspective.org/be-very-very-nervous/
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6 Title: Syria – The Final Chapter? English

Published on: August 19, 2017 Week 33

Author(s): FD, July 2017 / Battaglia Comunista

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-19/syria-%E2%80%93-the-final-chapter

Subject: The ongoing dispute on the imperialist ‘carve up’ of Syria 

Genre: Analysis; Translated from the Italian

Length (words): 2,445

Remarks:

Latin America – Bourgeois Factional Struggles or Class Struggle?
Categories: Latin-America; Venezuela and ‘Chavismo’; Class Struggle vs. Bourgeois Factionalism

1 Title: The 'Madurization' of Chavismo: anarchist statement on Venezuela English

Published on: June 30, 2017 Week 26

Author(s): Federación Anarquista de Centro américa y el Caribe, June 13, 2017

Web link: http://libcom.org/library/madurization-chavismo-anarchist-statement-venezuela

Subject:

Genre: Statement of AFCAC’s Communications Committee; Anarchism

Length (words): 1,691

Remarks:

2 Title: Venezuela: Capitalisme et Lutte de Classes French

Published on: June 30, 2017 Week 26

Author(s): Materiales; La Oveja Negra; Proletarios Revolucionarios (2013 – 2015)

Web link: https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/venezuela-capitalisme-et-lutte-de-classes/

Subject:

Genre: Translation from Spanish of statements from 3 different sources (2013 – 2015)

Length (words): 7,426

Remarks: Downloadable pdf available, 10 p. A4

The Grenfell Tower Inferno

Categories: Capitalism’s Daily Disasters; Obsolescence of Capitalism

1 Title: Deadly Fire in London Apartment Building: Underlying Causes English

Published on: June 16, 2017 Week 24

Author(s): Radical Housing Network

Web link: https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/uk-news/deadly-fire-in-london-
apartment-building-underlying-causes.html

Subject: ‘Managed decline’ of council housing and contempt for tenants contributed to fire

Genre: Adoption from a tenants’ network

Length (words): 945

Remarks: Starting point for reading from The Grenfell Action Group/Radical Housing Network

2 Title: The Monopoly board of the city: Grenfell Tower – where was the HCA, govern-
ment housing regulator?? 

English

Published on: June 19, 2017 Week 25

Author(s): NN

Web link: http://libcom.org/news/monopoly-board-city-grenfell-tower-where-was-hca-
government-housing-regulator-19062017

Subject: Irresponsibility of those in charge of public housing in the UK and London

Genre:

Length (words): 3,421

Remarks: Some details on public housing and tenant management in the UK and London

http://libcom.org/news/monopoly-board-city-grenfell-tower-where-was-hca-government-housing-regulator-19062017
http://libcom.org/news/monopoly-board-city-grenfell-tower-where-was-hca-government-housing-regulator-19062017
https://grenfellactiongroup.wordpress.com/
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/uk-news/deadly-fire-in-london-apartment-building-underlying-causes.html
https://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/uk-news/deadly-fire-in-london-apartment-building-underlying-causes.html
http://radicalhousingnetwork.org/
https://www.autistici.org/tridnivalka/venezuela-capitalisme-et-lutte-de-classes/
http://libcom.org/library/madurization-chavismo-anarchist-statement-venezuela
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-19/syria-%E2%80%93-the-final-chapter
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Workers’ Struggles Today
Categories: Class Struggle & Self Organization vs. Syndicalism; Struggle Committees; Solidarity Net-

works; ‘Flexibility’ & ‘Precariousness’

1 Title: From Solidarity Networks to Class Organisation in Times of Labour Halluci-
nations

English

Published on: June 24, 2017 Week 25

Author(s): AngryWorkersWorld

Web link: https://angryworkersworld.wordpress.com/2017/06/24/from-solidarity-networks-to-
class-organisation-in-times-of-labour-hallucinations/

Subject: Solidarity networks, towards class resistance and self organization

Genre:

Length (words): 7,241

Remarks:

2 Title: Dépasser l’ère de la casse sociale permanente French

Published on: June 28, 2017 Week 26

Author(s): ‘Mouvement Autonome Révolutionnaire’ (M.A.R.)

Web link: https://mouvanarev.wordpress.com/2017/06/28/depasser-lere-de-la-casse-sociale-
permanente/

Subject: Appeal for a “collective movement of struggle against ‘labor’”

Genre: Autonomism: Which struggle, which perspectives?

Length (words): 1,204

Remarks: tributary to ‘communization’

3 Title: Luttes ouvrières et perspectives prolétariennes
- Quelle perspective peut offrir la classe ouvrière face à la société bour-
geoise en crise

French

Published on: July 1, 2017 Week 26

Author(s): Robert Paris

Web link: http://www.matierevolution.org/spip.php?article5594

Subject: How to struggle; the role of the working class

Genre: Editorial of “La Voix des Travailleurs”

Length (words): 2,168

Remarks:

4 Title: St Bart's Hospital strike continues English

Published on: July 17, 2017 Week 29

Author(s): NN

Web link: https://libcom.org/news/st-barts-hospital-strike-continues-17072017

Subject: UK; Cleaners’ and service workers’ strike actions at London hospitals

Genre: Briefing on workers and unions actions in the UK; with a brief blog discussion

Length (words): 765

Remarks: A blog article on ‘wildcat versus union strikes’ by the outsourced service work-
ers in the UK’s National Health Service can also be read on page 18.

https://libcom.org/blog/uk-promising-hospital-strike-06082017
https://libcom.org/news/st-barts-hospital-strike-continues-17072017
http://www.matierevolution.org/spip.php?article5594
https://mouvanarev.wordpress.com/2017/06/28/depasser-lere-de-la-casse-sociale-permanente/
https://mouvanarev.wordpress.com/2017/06/28/depasser-lere-de-la-casse-sociale-permanente/
https://angryworkersworld.wordpress.com/2017/06/24/from-solidarity-networks-to-class-organisation-in-times-of-labour-hallucinations/
https://angryworkersworld.wordpress.com/2017/06/24/from-solidarity-networks-to-class-organisation-in-times-of-labour-hallucinations/
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5 Title: Durham Teaching Assistants Fight On – Against Labour and their Unions English

Published on: July 28, 2017 Week 30

Author(s): ER/AD, July 25, 2017

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-07-28/durham-teaching-assistants-fight-
on-%E2%80%93-against-labour-and-their-unions

Subject: UK: The struggle of the Teaching Assistants in Durham and Derby

Genre: Report of a workers’ struggle in the UK’s education sector

Length (words): 3,190

Remarks: With a short blog discussion

6 Title: 17,000 Egyptian textile workers on all-out strike English

Published on: August 17, 2017 Week 33

Author(s): ICT

Web link: http://libcom.org/blog/17000-egyptian-textile-workers-all-out-strike-17082017

Subject: Massive strike by the textile workers in Mahalla al-Kubra

Genre: Briefing on workers’ struggle (Egypt)

Categories: Workers’ struggles; Massive strikes

Length (words): 758

Remarks:

The Internationalist Milieu Today
Categories: Internationalist summer meeting 2017; Discussion contributions

1 Title: The contradictory rise of China: an interview with Chuǎng by InfoAut English

Published on: June 14, 2017 Week 24

Author(s): InfoAut

Web link: http://chuangcn.org/2017/06/the-contradictory-rise-of-china-an-interview-with-
chuang-by-infoaut/

Subject: The project of Chuǎng

Genre: Interview

Length (words): 8,813

Remarks: Modernism, inspired by ‘communization theory’

2 Title: In the Country of Dijsselbloem – Labor Relations in the Netherlands English

Published on: July 14, 2017 Week 28

Author(s): Fredo Corvo, July 3, 2017

Web link: http://libcom.org/blog/country-dijsselbloem-labor-relations-netherlands-14072017

Subject: Netherlands; Analysis of labor relations, state-led attacks on the 'social wage', 
the 2017 elections and the lingering formation of a new government, by the blog 
Arbeidersstemmen (‘Workers' Voices’).

Genre: Contribution to the internationalist communist summer meeting 2017 in Greece; Re-
port on the national situation (Netherlands); Council communist point of view

Length (words): 4,762

Remarks: Downloadable pdf available, 16 p. A4. Statistical reports and graphs from official 
sources

3 Title: Radical Ruptures Emerging from Global Wageworkers English

Published on: August 3, 2017 Week 31

Author(s): Kamunist Kranti/Faridabad Majdoor Samachar

Web link: http://insurgentnotes.com/2017/08/radical-ruptures-emerging-from-global-
wageworkers/

Subject: Class struggle conditions, India

Genre: Contribution to the internationalist summer meeting 2017 in Greece; Adoption.

Length (words): 3,902

Remarks: A modernist approach, rejecting the Second International as reformist

http://insurgentnotes.com/2017/08/radical-ruptures-emerging-from-global-wageworkers/
http://insurgentnotes.com/2017/08/radical-ruptures-emerging-from-global-wageworkers/
http://libcom.org/blog/country-dijsselbloem-labor-relations-netherlands-14072017
http://chuangcn.org/2017/06/the-contradictory-rise-of-china-an-interview-with-chuang-by-infoaut/
http://chuangcn.org/2017/06/the-contradictory-rise-of-china-an-interview-with-chuang-by-infoaut/
http://libcom.org/blog/17000-egyptian-textile-workers-all-out-strike-17082017
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-07-28/durham-teaching-assistants-fight-on-%E2%80%93-against-labour-and-their-unions
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-07-28/durham-teaching-assistants-fight-on-%E2%80%93-against-labour-and-their-unions
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The Historical Communist Left after World War II
Categories: Historical Communist Left; Breaking with Trotskyism; World War II

1 Title: Grandizo Munis, ça vous dit quelque chose ? French

Published on: June 25, 2017 Week 25

Author(s): Robert Paris

Web link: http://www.matierevolution.org/spip.php?article5588

Subject: Munis – Breaking with Trotskyism to join the Communist Left

Genre: Historical Article

Length (words): 846

Remarks: With reference to: “Grandizo y Martinez, Manuel Fernandez, dit Munis” by Agustin 
Guillamon (revised by Philippe Bourrinet), June 26, 2011.

The Economic Solution for the Period of Transition
Categories: G.I.C.; ‘Fundamental Principles of Communist Production and Distribution’; Period 

of Transition

1 Title: Le communisme des conseils et la domination du « politique » par l’« écono-
mique »

French

Published on: July 24, 2017 Week 30

Author(s): Philippe Bourrinet 

Web link: http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2017/07/le-communisme-des-conseils-et-la-
domination-du-politique-par-l-economique.html

Subject: Politics and Economy in the Period of Transition; Council Communism versus Mod-
ernism; the ineptitude of ‘Communization’

Genre: Presentation for a Colloquium at the University of Paris-X-Nanterre, February 
2014; Revised edition

Length (words): 4,644

Remarks: English translation needed

History of the Workers’ Movement
Categories: Workers’ Movement; Reformism; Pacifism; The Socialist International (1889-1914); 

Jean Jaurès

1 Title: Jaurès, émergence d’un nouveau mythe ou éloge de l’opportunisme ? French

Published on: June 20, 2017 Week 25

Author(s): F.O.R. - Alarme (Web site for the memory of G. Munis)

Web link: http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2017/06/jaures-emergence-d-un-nouveau-mythe-ou-
eloge-de-l-opportunisme.html

Subject: Jean Jaurès in a historical perspective – possibly also in a new light

Genre: Historical Article

Length (words): 3,397

Remarks: Adoption from the F.O.R. website “Alarme” (August 03, 2014; English translation 
needed

The G-20 Summit in Hamburg (7-8 July 2017) – Protests and Riots
Categories: ‘Anti-’ or ‘Alternative’ Globalization Movement; the ‘Left’ and the ‘ultra-left’; 

Activism, Vandalism and State Repression

1 Title: International anticapitalist demonstration | G20 Welcome to Hell English

Published on: July 6, 2017 Week 27

Author(s): Autonomous and anti-capitalist alliance “G20 – welcome to hell!”

Web link: https://g20tohell.blackblogs.org/international-anticapitalist-demonstration/

Subject: The ‘international anti-capitalist’ demonstration in Hamburg of Thursday 6 July

Genre: Demonstration Announcement

Length (words): 1,137

Remarks: The officially authorized leftist-autonomist demonstration “Welcome to Hell” 

https://g20tohell.blackblogs.org/international-anticapitalist-demonstration/
http://fermentouvriercommuniste-alarm.blogspot.fr/2014/08/jaures-emergence-dun-nouveau-mythe-ou.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2017/06/jaures-emergence-d-un-nouveau-mythe-ou-eloge-de-l-opportunisme.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2017/06/jaures-emergence-d-un-nouveau-mythe-ou-eloge-de-l-opportunisme.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2017/07/le-communisme-des-conseils-et-la-domination-du-politique-par-l-economique.html
http://pantopolis.over-blog.com/2017/07/le-communisme-des-conseils-et-la-domination-du-politique-par-l-economique.html
http://www.matierevolution.fr/spip.php?article2083
http://www.matierevolution.org/spip.php?article5588
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2 Title: Critique des événements de Hambourg French

Published on: July 11, 2017 Week 28

Author(s): ‘Mouvement Autonome Révolutionnaire’ (M.A.R.)

Web link: https://mouvanarev.wordpress.com/2017/07/11/critique-des-evenements-de-hambourg/

Subject: The “positive critical” balance sheet of the Hamburg riots by some protagonists

Genre: Attempt to put into perspective the euphoria about “winning from the police” 
while keeping it’s essence.

Length (words): 1,220

Remarks: Some critical comments, but no real discussion, among the ‘communisateurs’ on the 
character and significance of the G-20 riots: http://dndf.org/?p=16025. 

3 Title: What Made Large Scale Resistance Possible at the G20 in Hamburg? English

Published on: July 12, 2017 Week 28

Author(s): CRS – ‘Black Rose Anarchist Federation’

Web link: http://blackrosefed.org/g20_hamburg_protests/

Subject: “The autonomous zone of Hamburg”

Genre: The balance sheet of the G-20 riots in Hamburg by “anarchist” protagonists

Length (words): 1,544

Remarks: The site provides for some reporting on the events by BRAF participants

4 Title: Gewollte Krawalle?! Beitrag zur Debatte um den Freitagabend in der Schanze German

Published on: July 13, 2017 Week 28

Author(s): NN

Web link: https://linksunten.indymedia.org/en/node/218103

Subject: Have the G-20 riots in Hamburg been part of the police concept?

Genre: Blog discussion (Contributions and 15 entries)

Length (words): 1,131

Remarks: A first critical reflection within the leftist-autonomous milieu on whether the 
riots themselves have been part of the state’s repressive strategy.

5 Title: Glasbruch und Protest – 8 Bemerkungen im Nachklapp auf G20 und den Perspek-
tiven revolutionärer Politik

German

Published on: August 7, 2017 Week 32

Author(s): GIS

Web link: http://gis.blogsport.de/2017/08/07/glasbruch-und-protest-8-bemerkungen-im-
nachklapp-auf-g20-und-den-perspektiven-revolutionaerer-politik/

Subject: The G-20 Summit and “protests”

Genre: Political balance sheet of the G-20 summit and the leftist-autonomist movement; 
statement of position on revolutionary politics

Length (words): 2,714

Remarks: First statement from a group of the Communist Left; May be translated into Eng-
lish. A brief correspondence can be read on Page 23.

6 Title: G20 and the Battle of Hamburg: A Full Account and Analysis English

Published on: August 8, 2017 Week 32

Author(s): CrimethInc. Ex-Workers Collective

Web link: https://itsgoingdown.org/g20-battle-hamburg-full-account-analysis/

Subject: “an epic story of state violence and popular resistance on a scale rarely wit-
nessed in the US and northern Europe”

Genre: Extensive illustrated report and chronology of events from a protagonist’s per-
spective

Length (words): 14,325

Remarks: A glorification of the Hamburg G-20 riots, disavowing the aforementioned critique 
(listed NR. 4) as “a conspiracy theory”.

https://itsgoingdown.org/g20-battle-hamburg-full-account-analysis/
http://gis.blogsport.de/2017/08/07/glasbruch-und-protest-8-bemerkungen-im-nachklapp-auf-g20-und-den-perspektiven-revolutionaerer-politik/
http://gis.blogsport.de/2017/08/07/glasbruch-und-protest-8-bemerkungen-im-nachklapp-auf-g20-und-den-perspektiven-revolutionaerer-politik/
https://linksunten.indymedia.org/en/node/218103
http://blackrosefed.org/g20_hamburg_protests/
http://dndf.org/?p=16025
https://mouvanarev.wordpress.com/2017/07/11/critique-des-evenements-de-hambourg/
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An Invitation to a Debate
Russian Revolution 1917-2017: What Alternative for State Capitalism?

Title: Russische Revolutie 1917-2017: Wat in plaats van staatska-
pitalisme?

Language: Dutch

Published on: July 19, 2017

Author(s): Fredo Corvo

Web link: https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/07/19/russische-
revolutie-1917-2017-wat-in-plaats-van-staatskapitalisme

Subject: The G.I.C. and the political conditions for “the association of 
free and equal producers”

Genre: Blog article; An invitation to a debate

In a little known text the German revolutionary Jan Appel has pointed out, already in 1927, ( 1) that in 
“The State and Revolution” (2) Lenin deviates from the positions of Marx and Engels by adopting the 
reformist idea that “putting the enterprises into the hands of the state” means ‘socialization’. As a con-
sequence, Appel argues, the state cannot “wither away” as envisaged by Marx and Engels, but is bound 
to “develop into an enormous instrument of oppression as had not yet been seen in any society.” Jan Ap-
pel continues by sketching how, after having broken the bourgeois state, all power can remain in the 
hands of the workers’ councils in economic respect as well. Subsequently this sketch was elaborated by 
the council communist Group of International Communists (G.I.C.) in “Fundamental Principles of Com-
munist Production and Distribution”. In the following we draw attention to the political conditions, 
the political framework, in which the G.I.C. proposed its solution to the economic questions of the pe-
riod of transition.

The Political Conditions for “the Association 
of Free and Equal Producers”
For several  reasons  a separate  discussion of  the 
political aspects of the period of transition is nec-
essary.

The  first  of  them  is  that  the  positions  of  the 
G.I.C. on these  political conditions can only be 
found in several fragments dispersed over different 
documents.  Because  these  documents  have  not 
been known and, until  recently, have been dif-
cultly accessible, a political framework has seemed 
absent.  Worse,  it  has  appeared as  if  the G.I.C. 
had  only  applied  an  economic  approach  to  the 
transition  from  capitalism  to  communism.  This 
has resulted in reproaching the G.I.C. with being 
non-Marxist, with pursuing an anarcho-syndicalist 

approach. This constitutes the second reason for 
examining the political conditions.

A  third  reason  is  the  reproach  that  the  G.I.C. 
would adhere to the idea of an immediate transi-
tion from capitalism to a fully developed commu-
nist  society,  which  –  according  to  the  G.I.C.  – 
would even be possible within the boundaries of 
one,  industrially  developed,  country.  With  its 
proposition the G.I.C. would even be of the opin-
ion that, by applying its ‘Fundamental Principles’, 
the Russian Revolution would have taken a differ-
ent  course.  The  latter  reproaches  boil  down  to 
looking for something in the G.I.C.’s propositions 
for the economic transformation towards commu-
nism that can not be found in them: an analysis 

1) ‘Marx-Engels und Lenin. Über die Rolle des Staates in der proletarischen Revolution’ (Max Hempel in: ‘Proletarier’ nrs. 4 – 6, 
1927). (‘Marx-Engels and Lenin. On the Role of the State in the Proletarian Revolution’) In 1932 a translation in Dutch language 
appeared as a pamphlet of the Group(s) of International Communists (G.I.C.) with the title ‘Marxisme en staatscommunisme. Het 
afsterven van de staat’  (“Marxism and State Communism. The Withering Away of the State”). The publication in Dutch was 
partly an adaptation. Jan Appel was a founding member of the G.I.C. 

2) https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/staterev/index.htm  

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/staterev/index.htm
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/07/19/russische-revolutie-1917-2017-wat-in-plaats-van-staatskapitalisme
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/07/19/russische-revolutie-1917-2017-wat-in-plaats-van-staatskapitalisme
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of the Russian Revolution as part of world revolu-
tion (1)

It would however be suitable for those who ad-
vance these and other reproaches to explain who, 
waiting for the extension of world revolution, will 
dominate the enterprises when the workers exert 
their dominance in a part of the world: the work-
ers themselves in a massive way, or a small minor-
ity  of  ‘specialists’  and  so-called  revolutionaries 
united in the summit of a new state, as has been 
the case after October 1917?

Fredo Corvo, July 19, 2017
(Translation: H.C.)

Study and Discussion Meetings
In  the  coming  months  study  and  discussion 
meetings on the  ‘Fundamental Principles of 
Communist Production and Distribution’  are 
organized in the Netherlands, starting with 
one on the political framework for the solu-
tion developed by the G.I.C. Readers inter-
ested in exchanging views and/or participat-
ing  in  the  meetings  may  apply  to: 
FredoCorvo@gmail.com.

Reading List
A list in English of historical texts by the Ger-
man-Dutch communist  Left  and their  transcrip-
tions  can be  found on the Theme’s  page  “The 
Economic  Solution  for  the  Period  of  Transition  
from Capitalism to Communism” of the Associa-
tion  Archives  Antonie  Pannekoek’s  website: 
http://aaap.be/Pages/Theme-Period-of-
transition.html.

We recommend the following texts for introduc-
tory reading to the G.I.C.’s  ‘Fundamental Prin-
ciples of Communist Production and Distribu-
tion’:

1) The analysis of the Russian Revolution by the German and 
Dutch Left are not unequivocal. They are well aligned to the 
hitherto  generally  current  conception  of  the  revolution  in 
Russia as a ‘double’ revolution, bourgeois and proletarian. At 
the stagnation of the proletarian world revolution, the revolu-
tion in Russia would have followed a unilaterally bourgeois 
course. In this framework the G.I.C. was interested in Wag-
ner’s  “Theses on Bolshevism”, but it is not an established 
fact that they would have shared his reformist inspired con-
ception of a unilaterally bourgeois character of the revolution 
in Russia, either as a group or as individual members. (F.C.) 

What is Communism? By Paul Mattick. Source: 
International Council Correspondence. – Chicago : 
United Workers Party, Vol. 1, 1934, N° 1, Octo-
ber: http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-en-Mattick-
1934.html.

Communist production and distribution, by 
Paul Mattick. Source: Source: Living Marxism, 
Vol. 4, 1938, N° 4, p. 109 – 114: 
http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-en-Mattick-
1938.html.

Concerning the political framework:

Marxism and State Communism. The Wither-
ing Away of the State, G.I.C. 1932 (2016 trans-
lation from Dutch): 
http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-en-1932-
Marxism-And-State-Communism.html.

Extracts from the first part of a preliminary study 
to  the  ‘Fundamental  Principles’:  Notes  on 
communist  economy, by Jan Appel, (1928) can 
be read on page 16 of this issue.

mailto:FredoCorvo@gmail.com
http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-en-1932-Marxism-And-State-Communism.html
http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-en-1932-Marxism-And-State-Communism.html
http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-en-Mattick-1938.html
http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-en-Mattick-1938.html
http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-en-Mattick-1934.html
http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-en-Mattick-1934.html
http://aaap.be/Pages/Theme-Period-of-transition.html
http://aaap.be/Pages/Theme-Period-of-transition.html
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From the Bookshelf

Forum Inter-rev CRÍTICA DE LAS TEORÍAS DE LA DECADENCIA DEL CAPITALISMO.
Proceso de maduración del capitalismo, necesidades y posiciones revolucionarias

Critique of the Theories of Decadence of Capitalism. The Maturation Process of Capital; Neces-
sities and Revolutionary Positions

Forum Inter-rev, January 2017, Spanish

Book, 576pp. A4; freely available as pdf. (With Graphics & Tables, Bibliography)

Philippe Bourrinet LEXIKON DES DEUTSCHEN RÄTEKOMMUNISMUS 1920-1960 (1. Auflage)

Lexicon of German Council Communism 1920 -1960 (1st Edition)

Verlag moto proprio, July 1, 2017, German
(Dépôt enregistré Bibliothèque nationale de France)

Book, 272pp. A4; €30,-. ISBN: 979-10-94518-11-3. A printed copy can be ordered via: 
bourrine@bluewin.ch (Expect in addition postal charges of about €8,-).

A Critique of Ambient Theories of Decadence 
of Capitalism
Introduction by the authors

• It is necessary to examine the origins of the er-
roneous idea of the decadence of capitalism. There-
for we revisit  Engels, Kautsky, Rosa Luxemburg, 
the  Social-Democracy  of  the  2nd.  International  
and its left wings and confront their works with 
social  facts  and  economic  tendencies  that  have 
been verified before and after in the history of the 
capitalist system and its civilization.

As  these  erroneous  positions  have  been  subse-
quently transmitted, it is necessary to criticize the 
inadequate and erroneous positions that have ex-
isted with the Communist International as well, in-
cluding the left currents that have detached from 
it, up and until the present situation.

We will bring forward abundant facts, quotations, 
references and considerations of authors who have 
done research into some elements we consider and 
analyze.

This is inevitable for any methodology that wants 
to arrive at an adequate, profound, rigorous and 
scientifically valid explanation.

Capitalism is in a phase of maturity, in a historical 
process of maturation. In a biological analogy ma-
turity means:  “The period of  life  in which vital  
plenitude has been achieved and old age has not  
yet  been reached” or  “the condition or  state  in  
which I mature.” [Dictionary RAE]

• We also criticize a book that has been recently 
published: “Capitalism: decadent way of life. Notes 
on strategy and tactics” (Aurora Despierta),(1) that 
displays a continuity of errors, illusions and inade-
quacies which exist more generally among interna-
tionalist communists. It does so in a particularly 
questionable way, both at the methodological level 
of the framework of decadence of capitalism, and at 
that of certain political conclusions and actions.

This necessary critique thereby goes beyond this 
book. We refer specifically to the tendencies that 
gave rise to the current  Internationalist Commu-
nist  tendency  (I.C.T.),  created  around  Battaglia 
Comunista and the Communist Workers Organiza-
tion, formerly the I.B.R.P.), and moreover to the 
International Communist Current (I.C.C.), its pre-
decessor,  the  Gauche  Communiste  de  France 
(G.C.F.), and to various organizations emanating 
from the I.C.C.

Historically our criticism applies for one part to the 
positions on imperialism and decadence that have 
been expressed  by  Rosa  Luxemburg  and by the 
later Luxemburgism; and for the other to the posi-
tions  on  the  decadence  of  capitalism  that  have 
been ambient in the Communist International, and 
subsequently in Trotskyism. There are similar ex-
pressions in parts of the two main branches of the 
communist left, the German-Dutch and the Italian 
lefts as well.

1) “Capitalismo: modo de vida decadente. Notas sobre 
estrategia y táctica” http://kaosenlared.net/wp-
content/uploads/2016/10/Decad-capit-estra-tact-EN-
PDF1.pdf 

http://kaosenlared.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Decad-capit-estra-tact-EN-PDF1.pdf
http://kaosenlared.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Decad-capit-estra-tact-EN-PDF1.pdf
http://kaosenlared.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Decad-capit-estra-tact-EN-PDF1.pdf
mailto:bourrine@bluewin.ch
http://inter-rev.foroactivo.com/
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Moreover,  in  her  book,  Aurora  Despierta  under-
takes an effort to purge the concept of the deca-
dence of capitalism from elements that are essential 
from  a  historical  materialist  point  of  view  and 
methodology. This includes purging elements of the 
usual definition and characterization of decadence 
by the decadentist tendencies.

We are confronted with a text full of afrmations, 
but without a confrontation with the historical and 
economical  facts  of  capitalism,  such  as  its  very 
characterization  as  decadent,  and  the  predomi-
nance of the tendency of capitalist destruction over 
productive creation, asserting that there is no lack 
of accumulation nor a lack of capacity of generating 
proletarians, etc.; underlining that what would be 
in decline would be the wage system, against all in-
ternational economic evidence.

The  author  indicates  on  several  occasions  that 
"decadence is not the bankruptcy of capitalism, the 
stagnation or diminishing of the world production,  
disintegration, the terminal crisis, or that it would  
be in constant and profound crisis" (page 20). It 
afrms on different pages that capitalism would be 
an obstacle to the growth of the productive forces, 
a tendency toward an increase of destruction and 
waste, and that is precisely in this that lies the evi-
dence for its decadence since 1914 (the First World 
War).

Aníbal & Materia, January 10, 2017.

(Translation: H.C., July 2017)

Table of Contents

• Introduction (p.3)

1. Verified evidence, figures and other data from the  
history of capitalism (p.5)

2. Origins of the errors and illusions about the deca-
dence of capitalism. The great crisis that was inau-
gurated in 1873 and its interpretations (p.26)

3. The  supposed  decadence  of  capitalism,  its  signifi-
cance and some deliriums (p.76)

4. War, violence and terror in the development of capi-
talism (p.89)

5. Some scientific critical characteristics of communist  
historical materialism, and expressions of capitalism 
that corroborate them (p.115)

6. Against  catastrophist  and  decadentist  illusions  
(p.475)

7. Capitalism, a mode of production in economic ex-
pansion  and  in  historical  maturation.  Implication  
for the communist program, organization and strug-
gle (p.478)

• Notes (p.543)

A Lexicon of German Council Communism 
(1920 -1960)
Foreword by the author

This lexicon completes our work on the German-
Dutch communist Left that has appeared in De-
cember 2016 with Brill Publishers. (1)

Its sole purpose is to expose the political positions, 
that are sometimes contradictory, of left commu-
nism  (K.A.P.D.)  and  the  Unionen  movement 
(A.A.U. and A.A.U.-E) in Germany through signifi-
cant biographies of their militants. What is desig-
nated by the generic term of ‘council communism’ 
is inscribed in the international movement born in 
the revolutionary period 1917 – 1923. This move-
ment,  with  Herman  Gorter  as  its  emblematic 
spokesman by his Reply to Comrade Lenin’s ‘Left 
Wing Communism, an Infantile Disorder’, opposed 
itself to the taking over of the revolutionary move-
ment by the Comintern, who rapidly excluded its 
most radical fractions.

The  period  chosen  extends  from  1918  to  1960. 
Council communism in effect survived Nazism and 
the Second World War. The groups that had em-
anated from it (K.A.U., Rote Kämpfer) continued 
to have a difcult life in defending the revolution-
ary positions. Its known militants often paid for it 
with their lives or with long years in concentration 
camps.

As with the Italian Communist Left, (2) the mili-
tants who maintained the political and theoretical 

1) Ph. Bourrinet, The Dutch and German Communist Left 
(1900–68), ‘Neither Lenin nor Trotsky nor Stalin!’ – ‘All 
Workers Must Think for Themselves, Brill, Leiden, December 
2016.

2) Ph. Bourrinet, Die italienische kommunistische Linke (1926-
1950): http://www.left-dis.nl/d/sinistracom.pdf; Read also, 
in French: ‘Un siècle de Gauche Communiste «Italienne» 
(1915-2015)’ (version April 4, 2017), ‘suivi d’un “Dictionnaire 
biographique d’un courant internationaliste”’, Moto proprio, 
Paris: http://www.left-dis.nl/f/DictionnaireGCI.pdf  

http://www.left-dis.nl/f/DictionnaireGCI.pdf
http://www.left-dis.nl/d/sinistracom.pdf
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framework of the council movement had to do so in 
exile,  where  they  could continue  their  activities. 
This was the case with Paul Mattick in the USA, 
but also with Jan Appel and the Group(s) of Inter-
national Communists (G.I.C.) in the Netherlands.

After 1945, the German council communist move-
ment, compressed between the hammer of the An-
glo-Saxon “free world” and the anvil of the “Soviet 
Union”,  both  occupying  forces  of  Germany,  de-
clined. Only an infinitely small number could main-
tain itself outside of Social Democracy and/or Stal-
inism, pursuing the difcult road of isolation and of 
“revolutionary  defeatism”  in  the  middle  of  the 
‘Cold War’ period.

The resurgence of council communism was the in-
ternational product of the “protest” movement of 
students and workers from 1967-68 in Europe and 
the USA.

For  this  lexicon  we  have  made  the  following 
choices:

• to integrate certain adherents to the workers’ 
Unionen in  1919 – 1920:  in this  period they 
were both members of the K.P.D. and of the 
Unionen, in which they continually tried to in-
filtrate.  The  majority  finally  evolved  towards 
Stalinism; 

• to show the evolution of  “council communist” 
militants, be it towards anarchism, revolution-
ary  syndicalism,  trotskyism,  or  even  towards 
Social-Democracy and Stalinism, from the mid 
1920s. An immense majority of militants soon 
left the K.A.P.D. in order to end up rallying 
with the K.P.D. in its Stalinist form. Only a 
very small minority resisted to Stalinism;

• to  underline  the contribution of  certain mili-
tants who left the K.P.D. in 1925 – 1926. Only 
some, like Karl Korsch, maintained the banner 
of  internationalism during  the  Second World 
War, while contributing notably to the move-
ment in a theoretical form in his American ex-
ile; 

• to  let  the  militants  speak  for  themselves, 
through abundant quotations, in order to show 
how slow and difcult a process the acquisition 
of coherent positions has been. In the first in-
stance  against  the  National-Bolshevism  of 
Laufenberg and Wolffheim; secondly by a deep-
ening reflection on the question of the party 

(the most elaborate program of the K.A.P.D. 
on this question dates from 1924), on organiza-
tional federalism or centralism, on the question 
of the International (whether or not to found a 
IV. International), and finally on the Russian 
question, on that of Stalinism and the counter-
revolution, on Fascism and on State Capital-
ism.

As the reader will  notice,  the K.A.P.D. and the 
Unionen movement (K.A.U.) have tempted to de-
velop responses to all of these questions that, even 
if they were stammering, are situated on the ter-
rain of internationalism. During plainly triumphant 
counter-revolution, when it was  “Midnight in the 
Century” (Victor Serge), this was the ‘conditio sine 
qua non’ of the political preparation for the next 
revolutionary wave.

Come hell or high water.

Ph. Bourrinet, July 2017

(Translation: H.C., July 2017)
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Topic: Lessons from the Russian Experience
Extracts from: ‘Notes on communist economy’ by Piet de Bruin (Jan Appel), 
1928 (Part 1 of 3)

Title: Aantekeningen over communistische economie

Language: Dutch

Document: Preliminary study to ‘Fundamental Principles of Communist Pro-
duction and Distribution’ (Article, Part I of III)

Author(s): Piet de Bruin (Jan Appel), 1928

Web link: http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-nl-1928-Piet-De-Bruin-
Aantekeningen-Over-Communistische-Economie.html

Subject: The economic solution for the period of transition; Lessons 
from the Russian Revolution.

Categories: German-Dutch Communist Left; G.I.C.; council communist texts 

[I.1] The attempts that have been made in Russia to 
construct communism have drawn a field into the 
scope of practice that hitherto could only be treated 
by theory. Russia has attempted to build up eco-
nomic life, as far as it concerns industry, according 
to communist principles … and has completely failed 
in doing so. The fact that the wage of the workers 
does  not  increase  with  the  productivity  of  labor 
(H.R.H. in “Klassenstrijd”) (1) demonstrates this in 
a sufcient way. An increased productivity of the so-
cial  production  apparatus  does  not  entitle  to  a 
larger social product. In other words, exploitation 
exists.  Here H.R.H. thus proves that  the Russian 
worker today is a  wage laborer. One can dispense 
oneself from this way of affairs by pointing out that 
Russia is an agrarian country with private ownership 
of land, and that thereby the base of capitalist wage 
labor has to impose itself to the whole of economic 
life.  Who is satisfied with this explanation indeed 
sees present Russia in its economic foundations, but 
has learned nothing from the tremendous effort of 
the Russians with regards to communist economy. 
However, doubts have been risen with many com-
rades about the method itself by which communism 
ought to be realized according to the Russians. To 
summarize this method in a few words: the workers 
expropriate the expropriators and put the means of  
production into the hands of the state, who orga-

1) ‘Klassenstrijd’ (“Class Struggle”) was a revue edited by Hen-
riëtte Roland Holst-van der Schalk (‘H.R.H.’) and Henk 
Sneevliet that appeared from 1926 to 1928. It was subse-
quently continued with the title ‘De Nieuwe Weg’ (“The New 
Road”).

nizes the branches of enterprise, and put them at  
the service of the community as a state monopoly.

The course of events in Russia was that the prole-
tariat  seized  the  enterprises  and  continued  their 
functioning under their own leadership. The com-
munist party gave guide lines according to which 
these enterprises had to join in communal, district 
and provincial councils, in order to tie the whole of 
economic life up in an organic unity. In this way the 
productive  apparatus  was  built  up  by  the  living 
forces of the masses: it was the expression of the 
communist forces living within the proletariat. All 
forces were oriented towards a centralization of pro-
duction. (...)

Here it lies in the nature of things that the leader-
ship and the administration of production initially 
was in the hands of the masses, and likewise that 
they subsequently had to transfer all their powers to 
the  central  organizations.  Whereas  initially  direc-
tors, communal economic councils, etc. were respon-
sible  to the masses,  to  the producers,  henceforth 
they were responsible to the central leadership con-
ducting the whole. Initially there was accountability 
towards  [the  rank and  file]  (“those  below”),  now 
there  is  accountability  towards  [the  upper  ranks] 
(“those at the top”).

In this way a tremendous concentration of the pro-
ductive forces took place in Russia, unknown to any 
other country in the world. Woe betide the prole-
tariat that has to engage in struggle against such a 
power apparatus!
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Yet this has arrived. There is not the slightest doubt 
anymore: the Russian worker is a wage laborer, he is 
exploited, he will also have to struggle for his wage 
… against the most powerful apparatus known in the 
world. (...)

We want to point out here that, with this form of 
“communism”,  the  proletariat  does  not  have  the 
productive apparatus in its own hands. In appear-
ance it is the “owner” of the means of production, 
but it does not dispose of them. (...)

[I.2] (…)

It has to be clear beyond any doubt that the pro-
ducers do not hold the “management and the lead-
ership of production” in their own hands and this 
already constitutes a very peculiar  acceptation of 
Marx’ “association of free and equal producers”.

All this kind of plans bears the marks of the age in 
which they have originated:  the age of mechaniza-
tion. The  productive  apparatus  becomes  a  fine 
mechanism that works through thousands and thou-
sands of cog wheels;  the parts of the production 
process interlock like the distributed activities of the 
“belt without end” that is applied in the modern en-
terprises (Ford). Here and there stand the managers 
of the production machine, who determine the run-
ning of the machine by their statistics.   

These mechanistic plans are based upon the funda-
mental error that communism is in the first place a 
technical-organizational question, instead of an eco-
nomical one, in which a new foundation of the rela-
tionship between product and producer has to be 
laid down. To this mechanization we therefor oppose 
that the basis has to be found upon which the pro-
ducers can construct the Building of Production by 
themselves. This construction is a process from be-
low and not from the top down. It is a process of 
concentration that is effected by the initiative of the 
producers and not one that falls down on us like 
bread from heaven.  If  we appropriate  the experi-
ences of the revolution and follow Marx’ indications 
we can get quite a way at this construction.

[I.3] Albeit Marx has given no “description” of com-
munism, everyone knows that he adhered to the po-
sition of the “association of the free and equal pro-
ducers”, ideas he adopted from the Paris Commune 
in particular. This association however is in no way 
suspended in the mid-air of “mutual aid”, but has a 
very “material” foundation. This sub-soil is the cal-

culation of the time necessary to produce the prod-
ucts. For reasons of convenience we will call it here 
“calculation of value”, albeit it has nothing to do 
with “value” because  time is  a  category different 
from value. Engels adhered to this point of view as 
well, as may appear from the following:

“Society can simply calculate how many hours of  
labour are contained in a steam-engine, a bushel of  
wheat of the last harvest, or a hundred square yards  
of cloth of a certain quality. It could therefore never  
occur to it still to express the quantities of labour 
put into the products, quantities which it will then  
know directly and in their absolute amounts, in a 
third product, in a measure which, besides, is only 
relative,  fluctuating,  inadequate,  though  formerly 
unavoidable for lack of a better one, rather than ex-
press them in their natural, adequate and absolute  
measure,  time. (…) Hence, on the assumptions we 
made above, Society will not assign values to prod-
ucts.” (1)

(...)

[I.6] (...)

Without  further  occupying  ourselves  with  state 
communism, we now want to proceed by examining 
how a “reasonable man” nowadays can still arrive at 
defending the “infantile” idea of Marx (…) to make 
the working hour the basic category of economic life, 
yes even at declaring it as the only possible founda-
tion of communism. Having arrived at this point, we 
want to say immediately that these views have not 
been born at the writing desk in the first place, but 
are the product of dazzling revolutionary life itself. 
As far as we can oversee, there have been three ma-
jor moments that got us out of echoing the “com-
munist economists”. This was, in the first place, the 
spontaneous emergence and functioning of the soviet 
system, subsequently the emasculation of the soviets 
by  the  Russian  state  apparatus  and,  finally,  the 
growing of state production into a new, hitherto un-
known, form of dominance over the whole Society. 

(Continued on page 20)

1) Friedrich Engels, Anti-Dühring (1877); Part III: Socialism; 
IV. Distribution. 
http://marxists.catbull.com/archive/marx/works/1877/anti-
duhring/ch26.htm  

http://marxists.catbull.com/archive/marx/works/1877/anti-duhring/ch26.htm
http://marxists.catbull.com/archive/marx/works/1877/anti-duhring/ch26.htm
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Quoted: A Promising Hospital Strike
‘Arbeidersstemmen’ on Wildcat versus Union Strikes in the UK

» Since the Spring of this year, about 750 cleaners, security personnel and porters are on strike in sev-
eral London hospitals. They are part of the lowest paid workers in the U.K. According to a 2014 re-
port by the  Equality and Human Rights Commission the turnover of more than  £8 billion in the 
commercial cleaning branch is brought about by about half a million “largely invisible” workers. These 
are mostly women, for a large part of color, stemming from east and west Africa. Many work on an in-
formal basis without any job security. So far, by consequence, their fear to lose their jobs prevented 
them from taking action to ameliorate their living conditions. It’s promising for the workers’ struggle, 
not only in Great-Britain but across the whole of Europe as well, that this part of the proletariat has  
come into action.

The Employer: One of the Richest Enterprises 
in the UK
The employer of those on strike is one of the rich-
est  enterprises  of  the  United  Kingdom:  Serco 
Group plc, an outsourcing company. For its cus-
tomers  Serco exploits  public  and private  trans-
ports, exercises road trafc controls, has activities 
in air trafc, weapons industries,  detention cen-
ters, call centers, jails and schools. In 2016 Serco’s 
turnover amounted to about £3 billion. This year 
it engages 50,000 employees. Its CEO is Rupert 
Soames,  grandson  of  Winston  Churchill,  who 
‘earns’ £850,000 per year plus bonuses.

Precursors of the Strike
Support  services  workers  employed  by  Serco at 
the Royal London Hospital have started a wild-
cat  strike  in  April  this  year,  as  their  morning 
breaks had suddenly been canceled. On April 1st, 
Serco had obtained a contract of £600 million for 
servicing a  number of  London hospitals,  among 
which the London Royal Hospital. At the start of 
their working day, on Tuesday April 4, the clean-
ers were welcomed by a letter stating that their 
tea-break in paid time had been annulled. One of 
the  workers,  Mary  Agyei,  who  had  come  from 
Ghana 25 years ago, and who has been working in 
the hospital for 9 years, decided to call on the 140 
cleaners to henceforth take a tea-break in the can-
teen all together:

“We shouldn’t  be  ashamed of  wanting  to  take  a  
break. We work hard. We need it. Lots of people  
were nervous they would be sacked, but if we were all  
together they couldn’t get rid of us.”

On Friday April 8 Serco apologized by saying that 
the measure had been taken by the initiative of a 
local manager. The tea-breaks have ofcially been 
restored.

This wildcat action shows that collective struggle 
is possible and rewarding. In addition, the strikers 
are encouraged by successful strikes in the clean-
ing  branch  like  those  at  the  London School  of  
Economics against the Irish outsourcing support 
services company Noonan.

The Stakes of the Hospital Strike: Wages
The current strikes are organized by the largest 
British trades union, Unite, that is federated with 
the  T.U.C. The sudden combativity among the 
cleaners has taught Unite that more workers’ reac-
tions will be organized by the workers themselves, 
outside  of  the  union.  In  order  to  anticipate  on 
this,  and  to  obtain  the  leadership  over  an  in-
evitable movement among support services work-
ers in the hospitals – and maybe in other enter-
prises as well – Unite has called a ballot among its 
members in June for a 48 hours strike at the be-
ginning of July. Because this has made no impres-
sion, it was followed up by a fortnight strike on 
from July 25, with more actions to come in Au-
gust and September if necessary.

According to a message of July 17 on ‘Libcom’ (1) 
700 cleaners, porters and security guards at sev-
eral  hospitals  in  London  (Mile  End  Hospital, 
Royal  London  Hospital,  St.  Bartholomew’s and 
Whipps Cross) had been on strike already for a 
week for a pay rise of 30 pence an hour, for a  

1) https://libcom.org/news/st-barts-hospital-strike-continues-
17072017  

https://libcom.org/news/st-barts-hospital-strike-continues-17072017
https://libcom.org/news/st-barts-hospital-strike-continues-17072017
http://www.noonan.ie/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serco
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shortening of their working hours, and against  
intimidation by the management. According to 
‘The Guardian’ of August 1st however, on July 17 
a 7  days  strike  has  begun.  (1)  The  strikers  are 
picketing outside of the hospital  and hold signs 
with slogans like  “slippery Serco”,  “Low pay, no 
way” and “No racism in the NHS”. (2)

The trades union  Unite focuses the action’s de-
mands on a pay rise of 30 pence per hour in the 
first place. This demand is linked to Serco’s prom-
ise to pay all workers in London the usual mini-
mum wage of  £9.75 per hour, which is supposed 
to sufce for paying the higher costs of living in 
the London area. But several sources indicate that 
these costs have risen to such heights that it’s im-
possible to pay the rent, to pay for food, clothing 
etc. from this minimum wage. Many cleaners, as 
appears from  ‘The Guardian’, are forced to take 
one or two additional jobs in order to make ends 
meet. As a consequence they hardly see their chil-
dren, or even do not see them at all, and have no 
time left for a social life. These issues are common 
among all lowest paid workers in the London area. 
They all are watching the trade union’s action at 
the hospitals in the hope they succeed… or they 
may be looking at their failure.

Background: The Intensification of Labor
Apart from the issue of too low minimum wages, 
however, something else may be of even greater 
importance.  Since  Serco has  taken  over  facility 
services,  new managers  have  been  employed  on 
the work-floor who do everything to increase the 
exploitation  of  the  workers.  Activities  like  the 
serving of meals to patients have been discarded. 
Keeping in contact with the patients is however of 
great importance for the cleaners, because of the 
appreciation and the status that this entails. In-
stead  they  are  currently  being  pressurized  by 
Serco into  cleaning  ever  more  departments,  the 
weakest among them the most seriously. The con-
sequences are devastating for both the hygiene in 
the hospitals and the health of the workers. In ad-
dition, the working pressure leads to unpaid over-
time work and exhaustion, notably with elder em-
ployees. In other cases cleaners are forced to take 
over  the task of  health assistants  (assistance to 

1) https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/aug/01/some-
days-i-feel-like-ill-drop-dead-britains-biggest-cleaners-strike  

2) At the National Health Service doctors have recently been 
forced to carry out identity controls in order to keep out “il-
legals”.

nursing  personnel)  without  extra  training.  In 
short, Serco has begun to earn back its investment 
by an aggravation of tasks, an intensification of la-
bor on a large scale.

From many situation, also in the Netherlands, we 
know that the trades unions are all too eager to 
assist the management with this kind of restruc-
turing of labor. But in order to succeed in this the 
union has to crack up its credibility with the em-
ployees first.  It  goes without saying that they’d 
welcome some extra financial contributors as well.

Heading for a Defeat?
When we compare the wildcat action against the 
canceling of the tea-breaks with the current union 
actions, we see differences to the disadvantage of 
the workers and their chances of success:

• The wildcat action had (evidently) not been 
announced  and  took  the  management  com-
pletely by surprise. By contrast, trades union 
actions are all announced in advance, so the 
Serco management  can take  its  precautions. 
And Serco does so indeed: through temporary 
employment agencies willing workers are hired 
who have no right to a strike benefit from the 
union,  and  who  will  immediately  lose  their 
jobs  if  they  would  join  the  strike,  as  some 
have expressed they would like to.

• In the wildcat action  the  workers decide on 
everything. Now it’s the union that decides.

• The  wildcat  action  has  taken  place  on  the 
work-floor,  enabling  the  workers  in  action  
to  immediately  act  on the engagement of  
strike breakers. Now, under the leadership of 
the  trades  union,  they  are  picketing  at  the 
hospital  gates,  where  they  cannot  discern 
strike  breakers  from  the  countless  patients, 
visitors and nurses who go in and out at a 
hospital.

The long duration of the actions is certainly not 
to the advantage of the strikers. What matters is 
extending actions rapidly towards other categories 
of workers in the same enterprise (here: towards 
nurses, laboratory workers, doctors, etc.), towards 
other enterprises and sectors, for instance to the 
low paid workers there. A struggle encapsulated 
by  a  trades  union  that  focuses  on  a  sector  or 
trade, by contrast, impedes this necessary exten-
sion of the struggle. The trades union does not 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/aug/01/some-days-i-feel-like-ill-drop-dead-britains-biggest-cleaners-strike
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/aug/01/some-days-i-feel-like-ill-drop-dead-britains-biggest-cleaners-strike
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aim at this extension at all, but at its recognition 
by Serco and by the state. According to the afore-
mentioned  message  on  ‘Libcom’,  in  the  case  of 
Unite it is clear that the president of the union, 
Len  MacCluskey,  is  an  important  supporter  of 
Corbyn’s leadership over Labour, and that he has 
expressed himself in favor of restrictive immigra-
tion  controls.  Well,  it’s  also  known  that  Serco 
checks  the  immigration  status  of  its  employees, 
and,  when this  is esteemed necessary,  has them 
deported. It is not a coincidence that Serco is in 
the  business  of  exploiting  detention  centers  as 
well! It’s important that the cleaners – many of 
whom have an immigration background – not only 
understand well  who their employer is, but also 
who the trades union is that pretends to fight for 
their interests! «

FC, August 3rd, 2017

Source: ‘Arbeidersstemmen’, https://arbeidersstemmen.word-
press.com/2017/08/03/gb-veelbelovende-
ziekenhuisstaking/#more-9044  

Translation: H.C., August 6, 2017

‘Russo-phobic Propaganda and US War Aims’ 
(→ Continued from Page 22:)

The left supporters of imperialist war are the worst 
of the war pimps because their propaganda immedi-
ately disorients those most likely to be thinking crit-
ically and willing to fight back against the war drive. 
The world stands on the abyss of war and the domi-
nant segment of the left has picked sides as they 
have throughout the imperialist epoch. In this situa-
tion revolutionaries should take the opportunity to 
put forward the class line. No war but the class war! 
«

AS, August 8th, 2017

Source: ‘Internationalist Notes’, 
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-08/russo-phobic-
propaganda-and-us-war-aims-the-bourgeois-left-takes-sides 

Emphasizis by the editor

‘Lessons from the Russian Experience’ (→ 
Continued from Page 17:)

These  facts  forced  us  to  a  closer  investigation, 
from which  resulted that  state  communism has 
nothing to do with “Marxism”, either in its theory 
or in its practice. The practice of life, the Soviet 
system, put Marx’ “association of free and equal 
producers” into the foreground once again, as life 
itself opened its criticism of theory and practice of 
State communism at once. (…)

Marx’ “association” has thereby been put on the 
agenda by the revolutionary struggle  itself.  The 
shapes it takes at present could not have been in-
dicated before  1917.  Hence  this  “association” is 
not a “fabrication” but the fruit of bitter struggle. 
(To be continued).

The extracts have been translated from:  “Aantekeningen over  
communistische economie” (‘Notes on communist economy’) by 
Piet de Bruin [Jan Appel], Part I/III, in: ‘Klassenstrijd’, 3rd Vol-
ume (1928), nr. 4 (April 1928, p. 114-119). (1) 

Translation by the editor.

1) Source: http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-nl-1928-Piet-De-
Bruin-Aantekeningen-Over-Communistische-Economie.html  

Out of the Trenches: Autonomism

The lettering reads: "Labor kills". Being ridicule obviously doesn’t.

Source: ‘M.A.R.’

http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-nl-1928-Piet-De-Bruin-Aantekeningen-Over-Communistische-Economie.html
http://aaap.be/Pages/Transition-nl-1928-Piet-De-Bruin-Aantekeningen-Over-Communistische-Economie.html
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-08/russo-phobic-propaganda-and-us-war-aims-the-bourgeois-left-takes-sides
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-08-08/russo-phobic-propaganda-and-us-war-aims-the-bourgeois-left-takes-sides
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/08/03/gb-veelbelovende-ziekenhuisstaking/#more-9044
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/08/03/gb-veelbelovende-ziekenhuisstaking/#more-9044
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/08/03/gb-veelbelovende-ziekenhuisstaking/#more-9044
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Quoted: Russo-phobic Propaganda and US War 
Aims – the Bourgeois Left Takes Sides
‘Internationalist Notes’ (I.W.G.) on the Tendency towards War

Russia has taken measures to cut US Embassy staff in Russia in parity with the cuts of Russian Em-
bassy staff in the US made by the previous US President. More immediately it was a direct response to  
the inevitable economic sanctions passed by the US Congress. Russian imperialism, having dispensed 
with the “wait and see” approach is now resigned to an inevitable conflict with American imperialism. A 
large chunk of the  left exists entirely within the orbit of the Democratic Party and is actively siding 
with American imperialism. With the final cut off in US military aid to the fundamentalist militias, the 
defeat of US imperialist interests is met with calls from elements of the Democratic Party-aligned loyal 
left for more war. The anti-Russian propaganda wave in the US media, that continued throughout the  
elections, is intensifying.

» The political war within the American bourgeoisie 
rages. Whilst the “America First” slogan has the 
regime demonizing almost every foreign power, from 
China and Iran to Germany and Mexico, the relent-
less focus on Trump’s alleged Russian links is like a 
re-run of the past. When one watches video footage 
of the US Congress talking about Russia, they are 
often still referring to it as the Soviet Union. US 
Senators  rail  about  Russia  having  committed  an 
“act of war” from the floor of the US Senate. One 
Democratic  Party-aligned  television  commentator 
was even claiming that Russia was now completely 
in charge of the US. (1) There has been a sustained 
level of agitation in the US media against Russia for 
some time but it has been sustained at a particu-
larly high level since the Democratic primary elec-
tion.  The  public  mind is  being ideologically  pre-
pared for war.

The anti-Russia  campaign diverts  the  hostility  of 
workers into hostility towards Russia but despite the 
Russo-phobic indoctrination there is still widespread 
skepticism and hostility towards further wars. The 
loyal opposition Democrats have no intention of seri-
ously attempting to block Trump's political agenda. 
They  also  know  that  with  Republican-controlled 
majorities in both houses of Congress there proba-
bly won't be an impeachment. As long as Trump 
keeps making space for generals in his cabinet the 
military will be on his side as surely as they stood 
behind him during his inauguration.

The political climate has gotten so repressive that 
emeritus journalist Seymour Hersh, famous for first 

1) Keith Olbermann, network media buffoon.

writing about the My Lai Massacre in the Vietnam 
War had to go the German press, to ‘Die Welt’, to 
have  his  articles  published.  One  of  the  most  re-
spected senior Pulitzer Prize winning journalists in 
the US is  blackballed in the American media for 
having written an article in April questioning the 
Pentagon  ofcial  line  about  another  chemical 
weapon attack story in Syria.

Despite the outward weaknesses evident at the high-
est levels of power in the US, it must rely ever more 
on military power. A circus of scandal around the 
present leadership in Washington doesn't necessarily 
hurt their imperialist interests. For the elements of 
the bourgeoisie  maintaining an ignoramus on the 
throne serves as a useful form of intimidation both 
to the working class in general and to other imperi-
alist powers in particular. In the current propaganda 
offensive, the truth matters less than the motives  
behind the message, and behind the motive lies the  
aim of  ideologically  preparing  us  for  conflict  be-
tween nuclear armed imperialist powers.

The current imperialist stand off between the US 
and Russia is one where Russian imperialism is try-
ing, with some limited success, to hold on to what’s 
left of its' imperialist sphere of influence. Back in 
2015, then US Vice-president  Joe Biden stated the 
dominant idea among his fellow rulers, "We will not 
recognize any nation as having a sphere of influ-
ence." This sort of thing has been said by US lead-
ers ever since the collapse of the USSR. The very 
idea that the world was now uni-polar and that the 
US was the only unique "indispensable" nation was 
a delusion of imperialism that could only foretell fu-
ture conflicts with other powers.
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In the slaughterhouse of Syria, the US and Saudi 
Arabia have been unsuccessfully attempting to re-
verse the losses suffered by their mercenary proxy 
armies. A large portion of traditional leftist organi-
zations have supported this conflict for its duration. 
Others meanwhile sided with whichever imperialist 
power was fighting against  American imperialism. 
Some leftists from the West actually did choose to 
participate in the imperialist war and were so de-
luded as to think there was a revolution happening 
in  Rojava. A revolution where warlords pile up all 
available commodities in an area and then force peo-
ple at gunpoint to pay their prices while the air 
forces of a dozen countries patrol the skies.

Trump's speech in Saudi Arabia denouncing Iran for 
support for terrorist proxy armies set another mile-
stone in hypocrisy. Saudi Arabia soon after he had 
finished his visit made its move against Qatar. It is 
the US alliance with Saudi despots that has been 
the main force in the creation of the terrorist proxy 
armies like ISIS and Al Qaeda. (1) The inevitable 
cutoff of CIA aid to the sectarian militias means 
that the US will intervene either through its Kur-
dish proxies or more directly through its small but 
growing military presence on the ground. The CIA 
effort in Syria was one of the most expensive since 
their support for the mujaheddin in Afghanistan in 
the seventies and eighties according to a recent arti-
cle in the ‘New York Times’. (2)

As the war in Afghanistan drags on, many in the US 
are so disoriented that they have no clue just how 
badly the US government is losing the war against 
the Taliban. An unusually sober assessment of US 
imperialist prospects was recently put out by the 
Army War College, titled “At Our Own Peril: DoD 
Risk Assessment in a Post-Primacy World”. (3) The 
paper  acknowledges  declining  support  for  further 
wars,  while  advocating  a  more  realistic  approach 
that is no less committed to maintaining and ex-
panding present and future wars.

The narrative spun by the anti-Russian propagan-
dists [sounds] in some respects much like what the 
US actually did in Russia in 1996. Likewise the Rus-
sian government is accused of planting “fake news” 
on a mass scale to influence an election between two 
candidates who were both equally hostile to accom-

1) See for more on this: The USA, Qatar and ‘New’ Imperialist 
Alignments (June 30, 2017)

2) Behind the Sudden Death of a $1 Billion Secret C.I.A. War 
in Syria (August 2, 2017)

3) https://ssi.armywarcollege.edu/pdfles/PUB1358.pdf  

modation to Russian imperialist interests. The US 
government  “assisted”  the  re-election  of  Boris 
Yeltsin  who  was  so  unpopular  that  the  pollsters 
were coming up with single digit approval ratings. 
‘Time magazine’ even celebrated this election rig-
ging with an article titled  “Yanks to the Rescue”. 
According to the account of Carnegie-Mellon Uni-
versity  researcher,  Dov  Levin,  between  1946  and 
2000 the US and Russia together interfered with 117 
elections,  with the  US leading  with some 81 at-
tempts to buy foreign elections. (4) This is not in-
cluding coups, assassinations and direct military in-
terventions.

The  ideological  element  to  resisting  imperialism 
starts by rooting out all the lies and never submit-
ting  to  the  false  construction of  reality  that  the 
bourgeoisie have inundated us all with. It is easy to 
compromise and accept the middle-road fallacy that 
the midway point between a lie and the truth as be-
ing a more reasonable choice. Opposition to imperi-
alism cannot  survive  nuances.  A “critical”  stance 
mid-way between support and opposition to imperi-
alism is still support for imperialism. By taking a 
hard line against all imperialism you avoid the ideo-
logical infection that allows the capitalists to buy 
the acquiescence of the exploited class. The capital-
ists clearly want American workers to hate Russia 
enough to build a basis for an imperialist war. The 
propaganda  campaign  easily  penetrates  into  the 
popular conscience and like all nationalism it con-
sists of murderers and fools proclaiming loudly that 
their country has been wronged.

Russian workers, American workers, workers of all 
countries all share a common bond of exploitation 
and state repression at the hands of the capitalist 
class  and  their  functionaries.  While  it  is  claimed 
that some on the left “support Assad”, more often it 
is  the  other  way  around with  groups  supporting 
non-existent “Rojava revolutions”. (5) They vocally 
proclaim the “crimes” of their rival Russian and Ira-
nian imperialists  while willfully looking the other 
way at the atrocities of American and Saudi imperi-
alists.

(→ Continued on Page 20)

4) Partisan electoral interventions by the great powers: 
Introducing the PEIG Dataset   

5) See the following ICT articles from 2014:  In Rojava: People’s 
War is not Class War and The Bloodbath in Syria: Class War 
or Ethnic War?  

http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2014-10-31/the-bloodbath-in-syria-class-war-or-ethnic-war
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2014-10-31/the-bloodbath-in-syria-class-war-or-ethnic-war
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2014-10-30/in-rojava-people%E2%80%99s-war-is-not-class-war
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2014-10-30/in-rojava-people%E2%80%99s-war-is-not-class-war
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0738894216661190
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0738894216661190
https://ssi.armywarcollege.edu/pdffiles/PUB1358.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/02/world/middleeast/cia-syria-rebel-arm-train-trump.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/02/world/middleeast/cia-syria-rebel-arm-train-trump.html
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-06-30/the-usa-qatar-and-%E2%80%98new%E2%80%99-imperialist-alignments
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-06-30/the-usa-qatar-and-%E2%80%98new%E2%80%99-imperialist-alignments
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A Letter from the Editor:
On the protests and riots at the occasion of the 2017 G-20 summit in Hamburg 

To: Gruppe Internationaler SozialistInnen (G.I.S.)

Tuesday August 8, 2017

Dear comrades,

With great interest I read your documented article on the protests and riots at the occasion of the G-20 
summit in Hamburg of July 7-8.

It is the first attempt from the internationalist milieu, if not from an anti-capitalist perspective at all,  
that I’ve seen putting the events in a political framework with regards to further clarification of their in-
terrelations and meaning. This has to be welcomed very much. (…) [The article] should be translated 
into English for discussions outside the German language area as well.

Among others, I find the statement of the small shopkeepers from the Hamburg ‘Schanzenviertel’ and 
the description from Karl-Heinz Dellwo (July 7) of the brutal demolition of the “Welcome to Hell” 
demonstration by the riot police throwing light on the actual events on the ground.

In more or less relevant circles the events to the G-20 summit, and in particular the riots in the ‘Stern-
schanze’  neighborhood, are celebrated as a great success,  for instance by the  Black Rose Anarchist 
Federation.

In the following I try to sum up some impressions and reflections ‘from far’, with reference to some pub-
lic sources.

1. Whether announced as a “militant action” (the ‘black block’ and the like), as a “blockade of the sum-
mit” or as a “peaceful mass demonstration” (on Saturday, July 8), there has been no recognizable ex-
pression of an organized political force that puts capitalism fundamentally into question and strives to 
overcome it, among the actors of the protests and “actions” against the G-20 summit.

2. The use of sterile violence, like the apparent vandalism that has been co-authored and is supported 
by parts of the international ‘leftist-autonomist’ resp. Anarchist spectrum, is in no way an expression of 
a proletarian will to combat the bourgeoisie and its state on its own class terrain, but simply fits into 
the calculation of the bourgeois state, that has intentionally brought about this escalation. (1)

3. The latter already ensues from the size of the police preparations (like in matters of ‘border control’,  
the surveillance of the country and of persons), the repressive actions against harmless ‘protest camps’ 
on the spot and the demolition of the aforementioned – notably ofcially granted – ‘leftist-autonomist’ 
demonstration. A premeditated approach by the bourgeoisie is also confirmed by the staging of a broad 
campaign of ‘distancing from the exactions’ and defamation against ‘the left’ immediately following 
some exactions on Friday morning in some Hamburg residential areas and the chaos in the Sternschanze 
neighborhood.

1) An indication: A bourgeois-democratic protest researcher, like the sociologist Simon Teune from the Berlin Technical University in 
the Süddeutsche Zeitung of July 9, emphasizes that the escalation in riots at Hamburg has been foreseeable, if not announced, and 
concludes from this a “colossal failure of police strategy” (the so-called “Hamburgian line”). This may very well be the case from a 
bourgeois-democratic point of view that takes the police’s task of ‘keeping order’ in the framework of the so-called Free and Demo-
cratic Constitution seriously, but is not accessible to the idea that the same constitution is flouted by the ruling class where it is 
harmful to its economic and political interests and stands in their way.

http://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/2.220/protestforscher-ueber-g-chaos-die-strategie-der-polizei-ist-kolossal-gescheitert-1.3579457
http://blackrosefed.org/g20_hamburg_protests/
http://blackrosefed.org/g20_hamburg_protests/
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4. Ofcial “self-critical” statements on a temporary loss of control by the police “forces of order” during  
the protests and riots, like from the Hamburg police president Meyer in an interview with the Spiegel 
magazine of July 15 aim to cover up that a certain chaos and certain exactions have been brought about 
by police actions themselves, which is  suggested by information on the deliberations in the security 
commissions. For instance: ‘Dienste warnten früh vor “Eskalation" in Hamburg' (‘Intelligence Services is-
sued early warnings against “Escalation” in Hamburg’) in the Sueddeutsche Zeitung of July 12.

5. By and large I have the impression that the defenders of the bourgeois state have launched a coup of  
discrediting and criminalizing in advance any effective resistance against the bourgeois state and societal 
order, with the aim of legitimizing state repression against politicizing, ‘radicalizing’, proletarian minori-
ties at a higher level of escalation.

- As a proxy for such minorities the state and its political parties focus specifically on the ‘leftist-au -
tonomist’  and  anarchist  spectrum,  as  exemplified  by  the  ‘Rote  Flora’  center  in  Hamburg  and  the 
‘Rigaerstrasse’ squat in Berlin.

- Further, closer cooperation of police and intelligence services in Europe is envisaged by networking and 
exchanging information in a so-called “extremists database” … One asks oneself whether this is really 
something new and what the G-20 summit may have obtained in this respect. Recently such an ex-
change seemed to have failed blatantly in cases of so-called “dangerous persons” among refugees and 
asylum seekers, like with the Tunisian Anis Amri in Germany.

6. Questions to discuss that result from this situation, in my opinion, concern the exact aims and scope 
of this state offensive; the political and physical self-defense of the proletarian political milieu against 
state repression and the political demarcation from tendencies towards the use of ‘blind’, nihilistic vio-
lence.

7. In this respect I do not see a contradiction between demarcating oneself in a politically clear way 
from presumably “militant” actions like the arbitrary arson of cars (along the Elbchausee road, in the 
Sternschanze neighborhood, eventually under the pretext of a petty war against ‘gentrification’) or the 
demolition, looting and setting to fire of local shops (Schanzenviertel) etc., and unveiling and denounc-
ing the mendacity of the rulers, that for instance the first mayor of Hamburg (O. Scholz, SPD) has in-
tended to elevate to new heights in commission with the Chancellor's Ofce (P. Altmaier, CDU).

8. The silence that has beset the milieu of the communist left (taken in a broad sense) so far, faced with 
the G-20 summit, the riots and the state’s repression campaign, is worrying. Not only because of the ne-
cessity of exchanges and clarifying discussions in general, but with regard to the common interest of de -
fend itself against state repression as well.

Internationalist regards,

Henry Cinnamon

Near the final editing of this release we received a fraternal reply to the aforementioned letter from the 
G.I.S., stating that “in the long run a profound confrontation with the conceptions of the “insurrection-
alist” scene is still waiting. Here we are observing a rapid process of decay of the so-called “Left” in the  
first place, to which we will have to come back in due time.” (August 16, 2017, our translation)

We are looking forward to pursuing this correspondence and would welcome others expressing them-
selves on the questions posed.

The next release of A Free Retriever's Digest is envisaged for the second half of September 2017. Please send eventual notifica-
tions and propositions for contributions before Saturday, 10 September 2017.

http://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/2.220/g-gipfel-dienste-warnten-frueh-vor-eskalation-in-hamburg-1.3584275
http://www.spiegel.de/panorama/justiz/g20-in-hamburg-wie-polizeichef-ralf-martin-meyer-den-einsatz-erklaert-a-1157603.html
http://www.spiegel.de/panorama/justiz/g20-in-hamburg-wie-polizeichef-ralf-martin-meyer-den-einsatz-erklaert-a-1157603.html
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