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From the Editor

Saturday, May 13, 2017 

L.S.

This digest newsletter aims at signaling and presenting publications that are relevant for 
meaningful discussions within the present internationalist milieu in general, and among the 
groups and circles who claim adherence to the international communist left(s) in particular. 
At a limited degree it aims at providing comments and offering a space for discussion as 
well.

Readers are invited to send in notifications of interesting publications by e-mail, abstracts 
and reviews of relevant books, articles or texts, and presentations at discussion meetings. 
Contributions should be written in English and may not exceed 2000 words. Bibliographical 
references and internet links included need to be exact.

In this second try-out issue of ‘An interested Selection of Articles and News Feeds’ the number of 
sections has been extended:

• The Topic section lists articles that are considered fundamental for the views and posi-
tions of the respective authors or publishers on a selected subject;

• The Bookshelf lists interesting book editions and tries to provide for useful comments;

• The Special Attention section presents some publications signaled in the recent Articles  
& News Feeds listing in more detail;

• The Book Review section features interesting book critiques and reader’s notes;

• The Quoted section reproduces or summarizes important texts, reports, analyses or state-
ments.

An effort has been made to develop an attractive lay-out. Further, an estimation of the 
length of the articles listed has been added to the convenience of potential readers and 
translators.

I’d like to express my special thanks to Fredo from the blog ‘Arbeidersstemmen’ for his in-
spiring contributions.

Looking forward to receiving your appreciations,

Internationalist greetings,

Henry Cinnamon

Articles and contributions in A  Free Retriever's Digest express the views of their respective authors. Their publi-
cation is at the discretion of the editor. They may be freely adopted if precisely quoted with full source refer-
ence. A notification thereof is highly appreciated. The editor’s e-mail address: henry.cinnamon@gmail.com.
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Selected Articles & News Feeds

April 15 – May 15, 2017 (week no.’s 16 – 19)

1 Title/Language: Rosa Luxemburg, l’intégrité d’une œuvre (brochure) French

Published on: April 17, 2017

Author(s): AGONE & SMOLNY

Web link: http://www.collectif-smolny.org/article.php3?id_article=2171

Subject: Presentation of the editorial project:  The Complete Works of Rosa Luxemburg in 
the French language

Categories: Project Manifesto (5th edition, February 2017); Booklet available for download 420

Remarks: An important collaboration effort

2 Title/Language: Ethiopie, « le tigre africain » ? French

Published on: April 17, 2017

Author(s): H.S. - ‘Echanges’ n° 158 (Winter 2016-2017)

Web link: http://www.echangesetmouvement.fr/2017/04/ethiopie-le-tigre-africain/

Subject: The social and political situation in Ethiopia

Categories: Ethiopia; Horn of Africa; Report and analysis 8,073

Remarks: First contribution since September 3, 2016. Exhaustive analysis.

3 Title/Language: The Social Crisis in Greece English

Published on: April 24, 2017

Author(s): Ta Paidia Tis Galarias (TPTG), March 2017; Annotated Translation from Greek.

Web link: http://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/international-news/the-social-crisis-in-
greece.html

Subject: The social and political situation in Greece

Categories: Greece; Europe; Report and analysis 13,587

Remarks:

4 Title/Language: Basisinkomen of werklozenstrijd? Dutch

Published on: April 25, 2017

Author(s): Fredo Corvo

Web link: https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/04/25/basisinkomen-of-
werklozenstrijd/

Subject: Labor-less income or struggle of the jobless workers?
Categories: A proposal for discussion; F.Jung on the struggle of jobless workers (1919) 1,933

Remarks: Apropos a recurrent theme of the bourgeois left

5 Title/Language: Neue Broschüre zur Kommunistischen Linken German

Published on: April 27, 2017

Author(s): Gruppe Internationaler SozialistInnen (GIS / ICT)

Web link: http://gis.blogsport.de/2017/04/27/437/

Subject: Historical Communist Lefts – The Italian Communist Left and its tendencies

Categories: Pamphlet; Articles collection; Presentation and TOC 537

Remarks: This presentation is included on page 9.

http://gis.blogsport.de/2017/04/27/437/
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/04/25/basisinkomen-of-werklozenstrijd/
https://arbeidersstemmen.wordpress.com/2017/04/25/basisinkomen-of-werklozenstrijd/
http://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/international-news/the-social-crisis-in-greece.html
http://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/international-news/the-social-crisis-in-greece.html
http://www.tapaidiatisgalarias.org/
http://www.echangesetmouvement.fr/2017/04/ethiopie-le-tigre-africain/
http://www.collectif-smolny.org/article.php3?id_article=2171
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6 Title/Language: Against Exploitation, Crisis and War – No War But the Class War! English

Published on: April 28, 2017

Author(s): Internationalist Communist Tendency (ICT)

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-04-28/against-exploitation-crisis-and-
war-no-war-but-the-class-war

Subject: The international situation

Categories: Labor Day Statement (2017); Leaflets & Communiqués 2,077

Remarks:

7 Title/Language: Report on the ICC London Public Forum on Trump’s election and the rise of 
populism, April 2017

English

Published on: May 1, 2017

Author(s): ICC / KT 21.04.2017 

Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201705/14305/report-icc-london-public-
forum-trump-s-election-and-rise-populism-april-201  7

Subject: Discussion of the international situation; populism; Trump and ‘Trumpism’ 

Categories: Public Meeting; Presentation & Discussion 4,797

Remarks:

8 Title/Language: Is Donald Trump a Fascist? English

Published on: May 1, 2017

Author(s): Michael Mann / Brooklyn Rail Field Notes

Web link: http://brooklynrail.org/2017/05/field-notes/Is-Donald-Trump-a-Fascist

Subject: Discussion of the character of Populism; ‘Trumpism’ and ‘anti-Trumpism’ 

Categories: Essay 3,264

Remarks:

9 Title/Language: ANTIFA? NO, THANKS English

Published on: May 8, 2017

Author(s): Internationalist Perspective

Web link: https://internationalistperspective.org/antifa-no-thanks/

Subject: Discussion of the character of Populism; ‘Trumpism’ and ‘anti-Trumpism’ 

Categories: Statement; Blog article 1,001

Remarks:

10 Title/Language: Wir  nennen  es  »Surplus-Proletariat«  -  Tagesseminar  zur  Produktion  „über-
flüssiger“ Menschen und ihrer Folgen

German

Published on: May 8, 2017

Author(s): Kosmoprolet / FFKG

Web link: http://www.kosmoprolet.org/wir-nennen-es-surplus-proletariat-tagesseminar-zur-
produktion-ueberfluessiger-menschen-und-ihrer

Subject: Free seminar on the “surplus proletariat”, TBA, Hamburg, May 20, 2017, 11.00 h. 
Inscription by e-mail is desired. A reader is available for download.

Categories: Announcement; Seminar / Discussion 465

Remarks: Short notice

11 Title/Language: French Presidential Election :  Mélenchon and  the Radical  Left  Prepare to 
Paralyze the  Working Class  Fightback against  the Coming Government’s At-
tacks.

English

Published on: May 8, 2017

Author(s): The IGCL, May 7th 2017

Web link: http://igcl.org/French-Presidential-Election

Subject: French presidential election; democratic campaigns; electoralism

Categories: Statement; communist left 2,711

Remarks: 1st published statement of a group of the communist left

http://igcl.org/French-Presidential-Election
http://www.kosmoprolet.org/wir-nennen-es-surplus-proletariat-tagesseminar-zur-produktion-ueberfluessiger-menschen-und-ihrer
http://www.kosmoprolet.org/wir-nennen-es-surplus-proletariat-tagesseminar-zur-produktion-ueberfluessiger-menschen-und-ihrer
https://internationalistperspective.org/antifa-no-thanks/
http://brooklynrail.org/2017/05/field-notes/Is-Donald-Trump-a-Fascist
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201705/14305/report-icc-london-public-forum-trump-s-election-and-rise-populism-april-2017
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201705/14305/report-icc-london-public-forum-trump-s-election-and-rise-populism-april-2017
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-04-28/against-exploitation-crisis-and-war-no-war-but-the-class-war
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-04-28/against-exploitation-crisis-and-war-no-war-but-the-class-war
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Topic

The International Situation apropos “Brexit” and “Trump”

1 Title/Language: The Extraordinary Dangers of Trump and Trumpism English

Published on: August 29, 2016

Author(s): MHI

Web link: http://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/mhieditorial/the-extraordinary-dangers-of-trump-
and-trumpism-2.html

Subject: The rise of (right-wing) populism – Trump and ‘Trumpism’ 

Categories: Statement of an ‘anti-Trumpist’ position 5,471

2 Title/Language: Brexit, Trump: Setbacks for the ruling class, nothing good for the proletariat English

Published on: August 31, 2016

Author(s): Jens/ICC, August 2016

Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/international-review/201608/14087/brexit-trump-setbacks-
ruling-class-nothing-good-proletariat

Subject: The rise of (right-wing) populism – “Brexit” - Trump and ‘Trumpism’

Categories: Analysis 4,902

3 Title/Language: Etats-Unis. L’affaiblissement relatif du « maître du monde » French

Published on: September 3, 2016

Author(s): H.S., ‘Echanges’ n° 156 (Summer 2016)

Web link: http://www.echangesetmouvement.fr/2016/09/etats-unis-laffaiblissement-relatif-du-maitre-
du-monde/

Subject: The rise of (right-wing) populism – Trump and ‘Trumpism’ - role of the USA

Categories: Analysis 5,466

4 Title/Language: What's Left after the election of Trump? English

Published on: November 28, 2016

Author(s): Fredo Corvo, 24-11-2016

Web link: http://libcom.org/blog/whats-left-after-election-trump-28112016

Subject: The rise of (right-wing) populism – Trump and ‘Trumpism’ - Bourgeois Left & Leftism

Categories: Blog article; Polemic from a council communist point of view 3,400

5 Title/Language: The US presidential election consolidates the global tendency towards reactionary 
social blocs. Trump’s victory favours the protectionist fraction of capital (…) 
One more step in the escalation of global trade war.

English

Published on: December 20, 2016

Author(s): Mouvement Communiste / Kolektivně proti Kapitălu

Web link: http://mouvement-communiste.com/documents/MC/Leaflets/BLT1612EN%20vG.pdf

Subject: The rise of (right-wing) populism – Trump and ‘Trumpism’ - economy 

Categories: Analysis, Bulletin (No. 13; 6 pages) 4,188

6 Title/Language: The Brooklyn Rail – Field Notes English

Published on: February 1, 2017

Author(s): Paul Mattick Jr.

Web link: http://brooklynrail.org/2017/02/field-notes/Editors-Note-feb2017

Subject: The rise of (right-wing) populism – Trump and ‘Trumpism’ 

Categories: Editorial 1,068

http://brooklynrail.org/2017/02/field-notes/Editors-Note-feb2017
http://mouvement-communiste.com/documents/MC/Leaflets/BLT1612EN%20vG.pdf
http://libcom.org/blog/whats-left-after-election-trump-28112016
http://www.echangesetmouvement.fr/2016/09/etats-unis-laffaiblissement-relatif-du-maitre-du-monde/
http://www.echangesetmouvement.fr/2016/09/etats-unis-laffaiblissement-relatif-du-maitre-du-monde/
http://en.internationalism.org/international-review/201608/14087/brexit-trump-setbacks-ruling-class-nothing-good-proletariat
http://en.internationalism.org/international-review/201608/14087/brexit-trump-setbacks-ruling-class-nothing-good-proletariat
http://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/mhieditorial/the-extraordinary-dangers-of-trump-and-trumpism-2.html
http://www.marxisthumanistinitiative.org/mhieditorial/the-extraordinary-dangers-of-trump-and-trumpism-2.html
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7 Title/Language: Elephant Blues English

Published on: February 1, 2017

Author(s): Pavlos Roufos

Web link: http://brooklynrail.org/2017/02/field-notes/Elephant-Blues

Subject: The rise of (right-wing) populism – Trump and ‘Trumpism’ 

Categories: Analysis of an international phenomenon (extensive) 10,069

8 Title/Language: Russia, China and the USA’s New World Disorder English

Published on: February 3, 2017

Author(s): Jock / CWO

Web link: http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-02-03/russia-china-and-the-usa%E2%80%99s-new-
world-disorder

Subject: Imperialist alliances, tensions and confrontations

Categories: Analysis 6,350

9 Title/Language: The Trump election and the crumbling of capitalist world order English

Published on: February 20, 2017

Author(s): Steinklopfer / ICC, Late January 2017

Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/international-review/201702/14255/trump-election-and-
crumbling-capitalist-world-order

Subject: Imperialist alliances, tensions and confrontations

Categories: Analysis 7,930

10 Title/Language: Trumpism as a historic turning point – 12 theses English

Published on: March 1, 2017

Author(s): Fredo Corvo

Web link: http://libcom.org/blog/trumpism-historic-turning-point-12-theses-01032017

Subject: Theses for a discussion on the historical situation and its perspectives

Categories: Theses; Blog article 1,222

11 Title/Language: Inter-imperialist antagonisms in the age of Trump

Published on: March 26, 2017

Author(s): Mac Intosh, IP English

Web link: http://internationalistperspective.org/

Subject: Imperialist tensions and confrontations

Categories: Statement; Blog article 1,170

12 Title/Language: Trump et le nouveau monde French

Published on: March 29, 2017

Author(s): Communistes Internationalistes (Le Fil Rouge)

Web link: http://lefilrouge17.blogspot.com/2017/03/trump-et-le-nouveau-monde.html

Subject: Imperialist tensions and confrontations

Categories: Analysis from a Bordigist point of view 5,700

13 Title/Language: The election of Donald Trump and the degradation of the capitalist political appa-
ratus

English

Published on: April 2, 2017

Author(s): Henk, a ‘close contact’ of the ICC in the USA, 2/16/2017.

Web link: http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201704/14285/election-donald-trump-and-
degradation-capitalist-political-apparatus

Subject: The political difficulties of the US bourgeoisie

Categories: Analysis; US Domestic and foreign policies; ‘Theory of decomposition’ 9,090

http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201704/14285/election-donald-trump-and-degradation-capitalist-political-apparatus
http://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201704/14285/election-donald-trump-and-degradation-capitalist-political-apparatus
http://lefilrouge17.blogspot.com/2017/03/trump-et-le-nouveau-monde.html
http://internationalistperspective.org/
http://libcom.org/blog/trumpism-historic-turning-point-12-theses-01032017
http://en.internationalism.org/international-review/201702/14255/trump-election-and-crumbling-capitalist-world-order
http://en.internationalism.org/international-review/201702/14255/trump-election-and-crumbling-capitalist-world-order
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-02-03/russia-china-and-the-usa%E2%80%99s-new-world-disorder
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-02-03/russia-china-and-the-usa%E2%80%99s-new-world-disorder
http://brooklynrail.org/2017/02/field-notes/Elephant-Blues
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From the Bookshelf

Collectif d’édi-
tion Smolny

BOUKHARINE, OSSINSKI, RADEK, SMIRNOV : La Revue Kommunist (Moscou, 1918)
Les communistes de gauche contre le capitalisme d’État

Collectif d’édition Smolny, 2011
Texts translated from Russian into French by Julia Gousseva

408 p. Paperback, 14 x 21 cm, €20,-. ISBN 978-2-9528276-3-8.

Helen Caldicott Crisis Without End
The Medical and  Ecological Consequences of the Fukushima Nuclear Catastrophe

The New Press (New York), 2014

256 p. Hardcover 5.5 x 8.25 in, $26.95. ISBN 978-1-59558-960-6.

Philippe Bourrinet The Dutch and German Communist Left (1900-68)
‘Neither Lenin nor Trotsky nor Stalin!’ - ‘All Workers Must Think for Themselves!’

Brill (Leiden/ Boston), 2016

639 p. Hardback, incl. 52 (color) illustrations, €210/$252. ISBN 978-90-04-26977-4.

Documents of the historical communist 
Left: The revue Kommunist (Moscow, 1918)

On its web page the Communist Workers’ Organi-
sation (CWO) has started to publish separate 
articles from the revue  Kommunist, issued by 
the left fraction of the Moscow party bureau 
(Bolsheviks) in the Spring of 1918. (1)

As it appears, this laudable effort is part of 
a wider project to integrally translate the 
whole of the four issues from the French lan-
guage edition of  Kommunist, as published by 
the Smolny editorial Collective from Toulouse 
in December 2011, into English.

A presentation of this book (cf. Infra), in-
cluding large extracts from its preface, is 
available on the  English language section of 
the Controversies web site: “Bukharin, Ossin-
ski,  Radek,  Smirnov  –  The  Revue  KOMMUNIST 
(Moscow  1918).  The  left  communists  against 
state capitalism.” H.C.

Helen Caldicott: Crisis Without End, The 
New Press, New York, 2014

The Medical and  Ecological Consequences of the 
Fukushima Nuclear Catastrophe

In its summer edition of 2016, the bulletin 
Echanges has published a French translation of 

1 CWO, February 17, 2017: An Epitaph for the October 
Revolution?; April 2, 2017: Radek on the International 
Situation in Spring 1918.

a speech delivered at a colloquium at the New 
York Academy of Medicine on 11 and 12 March 
2013:  “Seventy Years of Radioactive Risks in 
Japan and America”. (2) This speech is one of 
the contributions included in a volume on the 
consequences of the Fukushima nuclear catas-
trophe  of  March  2011,  following  the  Tohōku 
Earthquake  and  the  subsequent  Tsunami  that 
struck the North-Eastern coast of Japan’s main 
island: ‘Crisis Without End’. The volume was 
edited by Helen Caldicott and published by The 
New Press, New York, in 2014.

The  Free   Retriever  encourages  the  readers  of 
this digest to take notice of the tenacious 
efforts by scientists to trace and analyze the 
impact and consequences of this catastrophe, 
and likes to draw attention to the publisher’s 
book presentation:

“On the second anniversary of the Fukushima 
disaster,  an  international  panel  of  leading 
medical and biological scientists, nuclear en-
gineers, and policy experts assembled at the 
prestigious  New York Academy of Medicine. A 
project of the Helen Caldicott Foundation and 
co-sponsored by Physicians for Social Respon-
sibility,  this  gathering  was  a  response  to 
widespread concerns that the media and policy 
makers had been far too eager to move past 

2 Soixante-dix ans de risques radioactifs au Japon et 
aux États-Unis – Text by Kevin Kamps (Beyond Nuclear) 
published in Echanges n°156 (summer 2016).

http://www.echangesetmouvement.fr/2016/09/soixante-dix-ans-de-risques-radioactifs-au-japon-et-aux-etats-unis/
http://www.echangesetmouvement.fr/2016/09/soixante-dix-ans-de-risques-radioactifs-au-japon-et-aux-etats-unis/
http://www.leftcommunism.org/spip.php?article302&lang=en
http://www.leftcommunism.org/spip.php?article302&lang=en
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-04-02/radek-on-the-international-situation-in-spring-1918
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-04-02/radek-on-the-international-situation-in-spring-1918
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-02-17/an-epitaph-for-the-october-revolution
http://www.leftcom.org/en/articles/2017-02-17/an-epitaph-for-the-october-revolution
https://www.brill.com/hm
http://thenewpress.com/
http://diffusion.smolny.fr/
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what are clearly deep and lasting impacts for 
the Japanese people and for the world. This 
was the first comprehensive attempt to address 
the health and environmental damage done by 
one  of  the  worst  nuclear  accidents  of  our 
times.

The only document of its kind, ‘Crisis With-
out End’ represents an unprecedented look into 
the profound aftereffects of Fukushima. In ac-
cessible  terms,  leading  experts  from  Japan, 
the United States, Russia, and other nations 
weigh in on the current state of knowledge of 
radiation-related health risks in Japan, im-
pacts on the world’s oceans, the question of 
low-dosage  radiation  risks,  crucial  compar-
isons with Chernobyl, health and environmental 
impacts  on  the  United  States  (including  on 
food and newborns), and the unavoidable impli-
cations for the U.S. nuclear energy industry.”

A  brief  comment  from  a  history  of  science 
point of view: Kevin Kamps’ pervasive account 
of the track record of dangerous accidents, 
immanent failures and criminal neglect in the 
nuclear industry, both in the USA and Japan, 
shows an erroneous attribution of the first 
human induced nuclear fission. According to a 
footnote, the first artificial nuclear chain 
reaction would have been brought about  “in a 
laboratory  at  the  university  of  Chicago  in 
1942, under the direction of Enrico Fermi.” In 
reality, it is more adequate to say that it 
resorted  from  the  experiments  conducted  by 
Otto Hahn and Fritz Strassmann at the end of 
1938  in  the  chemical  laboratories  of  the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Institute at Berlin.

A revealing account of the intriguing history 
of this eminent and fateful scientific discov-
ery,  emphasizing  the  long  obscured  leading 
role of the (then exiled) theoretical physi-
cist Lise Meitner, can be found in a well doc-
umented  biographical Wikipedia article on the 
latter. H.C.

Philippe Bourrinet: The Dutch and German 
Communist Left (1900-68), Brill, 
Leiden/Boston, 2016.

At the  end of last year,  finally the  long 
awaited  second,  authorized,  edition  of 
Philippe  Bourrinet’s  political-organizational 
history of the German-Dutch communist Left has 

appeared  in  Brill’s  Historical  Materialism 
Book  Series.  We  quote  from  the  publisher’s 
presentation:

“The Dutch-German Communist Left, represented 
by the German KAPD-AAUD, the Dutch KAPN and 
the Bulgarian Communist Workers Party, sepa-
rated  from  the  Comintern  (1921)on  questions 
like  electoralism,  trade-unionism,  united 
fronts, the one-party state and anti-proletar-
ian violence. It attracted the ire of Lenin, 
who wrote his  Left Wing Communism, An Infan-
tile  Disorder against  the  Linkskommunismus, 
while Herman Gorter wrote a famous response in 
his pamphlet Reply to Lenin. The present vol-
ume provides the most substantial history to 
date of this tendency in the twentieth-century 
Communist movement. It covers how the Commu-
nist left, with the KAPD-AAU, denounced 'party 
communism' and 'state capitalism' in Russia; 
how the German left survived after 1933 in the 
shape  of  the  Dutch  GIK  and  Paul  Mattick’s 
councils movement in the USA; and also how the 
Dutch Communistenbond Spartacus continued to 
fight after 1942 for the world power of the 
workers councils, as theorised by Pannekoek in 
his book Workers’ Councils (1946).”

A book review from a council communist point 
of view by Fredo Corvo:  Council communism or 
councilism? - The period of transition, criti-
cizes the ambient reception, in the interna-
tionalist milieu in general and by Bourrinet 
as well, of the Dutch  Group(s) of Interna-
tional Communists (1) as ‘councilist’ - thereby 
implicitly denying the group’s designation as 
communist – and as ‘economist’ -  for reasons 
of its adherence to labor time vouchers as an 
indispensable  means  by  which  the  associated 
producers can establish their control over the 
economic dynamic of a society that sets out on 
the abolition of wage labor.

The full text of this critique is available 
for download from Fredo’s blog on 'Libcom' and 
from the "Left Wing” Communism – an infantile 
disorder? website. On page 10 of this issue we 
publish its introduction, in order to encour-
age reading in view of taking up the debate on 
long standing, fundamental issues of the pe-
riod of transition towards communism. H.C.

1 G.I.C., 1927 – 1940.

http://www.left-dis.nl/uk/PB_DutchAndGermanCommunistLeftReviewUSA.pdf
http://www.left-dis.nl/uk/PB_DutchAndGermanCommunistLeftReviewUSA.pdf
http://libcom.org/blog/fredo-corvo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lise_Meitner
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Special Attention 

A new pamphlet on the Communist Left (G.I.S.)

Title/Language: Neue Broschüre zur Kommunistischen Linken / German

Published on: April 27, 2017

Author(s): Gruppe Internationaler SozialistInnen (GIS / ICT)

Web link: http://gis.blogsport.de/2017/04/27/437/

Subject: Historical Communist Lefts – The Italian Communist Left and its 
tendencies

Categories: Article collection; Presentation and TOC; 64 p., €5,-; German

Remarks:

Presentation

Today the notion “Communist Left” is somewhat confusing. We do not use it often. We rather 
prefer to designate ourselves as “Internationalists”. Wherever possible we try to avoid the 
notion “Italian Left” as well because it can lead to even more confusion. The “Italian Left” 
consists of three components: the Internationalist Communist Party – Battaglia Comunista (the 
founding organization of the Internationalist Communist Tendency); the French Communist Left 
(the precursor of the ICC), and the Bordigists (split up across many groups who have their 
origin in Programma Comunista). For us one of the most deeply rooted confusions that circu-
late today consists of identifying the tradition of the Italian Left with Amadeo Bordiga and 
Bordigism. In a number of texts our pamphlet sketches the origin, the history and the contro-
versies of left communism, and presents the foundational political positions of our current.

The pamphlet can be ordered by e-mail to de@leftcom.org. Payment in advance is required, including the incumbent 
postal charges. (GIS, April 2017. Translation: H.C.)

Table of Contents:

1. Where we come from: a brief overview of the history of the communist Left. 

2. Bordiga, Bordigism and the Italian Communist Left. 

3. Onorato Damen: Itinerary of an internationalist. 

4. The Italian Communist Left: a brief summary of its genesis and development. 

5. Class consciousness and revolutionary organization. 

6. Marxism or idealism: our differences with the ICC. 

7. The perspectives of a new international. 

8. IBRP’s 25 years: Results and perspectives. 

9. The IBRP becomes the “Internationalist Communist Tendency”.

10.The Internationalist Communist Tendency.

  

mailto:de@leftcom.org
http://gis.blogsport.de/2017/04/27/437/
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Book Review

The Dutch and German Communist Left (1900- 68) - Council communism 
or councilism?

Title/Language: Council communism or councilism? - The period of transition

Published on: February 23, 2017

Author(s): Fredo Corvo

Web link: http://libcom.org/blog/council-communism-or-councilism-period-
transition-23022017

Subject: Period of transition

Categories: Book review of Philippe Bourrinet: “The Dutch and German  
Communist Left (1900- 68)” 

Remarks: A critique of the presumed “economism” of the historical German-
Dutch communist Left apropos the G.I.C.

Introduction

This book is in fact based on a master thesis in the French language, defended at the Sorbonne 
University at Paris in 1988. Since then editions in several languages have appeared, with or 
without permission of the author, or of the International Communist Current, who claims to be 
its ‘collective author’. Therefore it is unfortunate that this new edition by Brill doesn’t ex-
plain the differences from the master thesis. For readers who know the Porcupine Press English 
language edition, I found two additions. A fragment, preceding Chapter 1 on Religion, Capital-
ism and colonial Empire: From the ‘Golden Age’ to the Decline, gives a short overview of the 
history of the Netherlands prior to its industrialization. A text added to Chapter 11, Interna-
tional Council Communists up to the 1970s, adds interesting information on studies published 
since 1987, that can be found in the bibliography. On the other hand, some of the more recent 
works are missing, here as well as in the 58 pages long section ‘Further reading’: for example, 
Gerber’s and Boekelman's biographies of Anton Pannekoek.

No doubt this study is impressive for many reasons, of which its international scope and its 
internationalist approach are the most important. No coincidence the author identifies with the 
Communist Left, consisting mainly of the German-Dutch Left and the Italian Left, having pub-
lished several studies on the latter as well. Bourrinet not only presents the debates within 
the German-Dutch Left, but also takes position in his studies, often from the perspectives of 
the Italian Left. Such a debate between both Lefts is far from complete and actually many mis-
understandings from both sides obstruct a real debate. Bourrinet is not free from these misun-
derstandings, as nobody is.

In this review, I will show how Bourrinet develops a much subtler approach of the German and 
Dutch Left than Authier and Barrot did for the German Left. This did not prevent Bourrinet’s 
approach to run into certain contradictions in the analysis of ‘councilism’, that might be ex-
plained in part by a certain bias for the Italian Left. In order not to go beyond the limits of 
a book review, I’ll concentrate on the question of the period of transition. Because the Commu-
nist Left developed its positions on the period of transition on the basis of the experiences 
of the Russian Revolution, I’ll pay some attention to this subject as well.

(Fredo Corvo, February 2017)
  

http://libcom.org/blog/council-communism-or-councilism-period-transition-23022017
http://libcom.org/blog/council-communism-or-councilism-period-transition-23022017
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Quoted 

The Faridabad Workers’ Newspaper on workers’ struggles in India’s 
car industry and beyond

The following article is about the latest developments in a court case (and parallel fake ac-
tions by unions and leftists) against factory workers that are punished after the revolt at 
Suzuki on 18 July 2012, when four thousand workers attacked two symbols of the wages system – 
managers  and  factory  buildings.  It  has  been  integrally  adopted  from  Faridabad  Majdoor 
Samachar’s issue of April 2017. More background information to this and similar conflicts in 
one of the new industrial centers of global capital can be read in “Struggles and union 
issues at Honda and Bellsonica in Manesar, India” from the same source. (1)

Maruti Suzuki Manesar: The Last Rites of 
Exemplary Punishment

On Sunday, 12th March, there were discussions 
with  8-10  friends  and  comrades  from  Kath-
mandu–Morena–Delhi–Gurgaon  at  Majdoor  Li-
brary. The 10th March judgment in the Maruti  
Suzuki  Manesar  case was  also  discussed. 
There were some discussions on the same case 
on 16th-17th March with temporary workers of 
the  Honda Manesar and  Maruti Gurgaon facto-
ries. We had more discussions with friends 
from Gurgaon-Delhi-Kolkata-America after the 
judge sentenced thirteen workers to life im-
prisonment on 18th March.

Relations became increasingly close post June 
2011 amongst apprentices, trainees, workers 
hired through contractor companies and perma-
nent  workers  at  the  Maruti  Suzuki  Manesar 
factory. The company and the government also 
gave  the  workers  one  concession  after  the 
other in order to reestablish control. De-
spite the concessions, on the evening of 18 
July 2012, four thousand workers of Shifts A 
and B, attacked two symbols of the wages sys-
tem – managers and factory buildings. This 
was not a sudden outburst of anger. The ques-
tion was:  Why  should  any  one  be  a  wage 
worker? The radiance arising from this knock 
to end wage work reached all over the world. 
A possibility of that radiance spreading 
through thousands of factories in the In-
dustrial Model Town of Manesar and nearby 

industrial  areas  emerged.  But  that  did 
not come to pass.

In this scenario:

- The government, scared by the radiance, im-
mediately stationed 600 police commandos at 
IMT Manesar and arrested 147 workers. The po-
lice commandos continue to be stationed there 
even in 2017.

- The company was scared by the radiance and 
the chairman called it class war. The manage-
ment of the Manesar factory discharged 546 
permanent workers and dismissed three thou-
sand  apprentices,  trainees,  workers  hired 
through contractor companies.

- Central trade unions, scared by the radi-
ance, immediately constituted a committee of 
sixteen union leaders to take matters out of 
the workers’ arena. The committee turned it 
into  a  matter  of  petitioning  officers  and 
ministers in Gurgaon with applications–memo-
randa–dharna–demonstrations-hunger  strike, 
making Gurgaon the arena for further action. 
Temporary workers did not get entangled with 
the committee. But the discharged 546 perma-
nent workers and the friends, comrades and 
families of the 147 jailed workers became as 
if bonded to the committee of the sixteen 
union  leaders,  like  a  captive  audience. 
Within six months, the committee breathed its 
last  [breath].  But  those  using  aggressive 
language  moved  the  demonstrations-hunger 

1 A critical analysis of the situation of the working class and its relationship with the trade unions in India's 
new industrial heartland can be found in the following blog article on the libcom forum: “International trade 
unionism helps weak Indian unions to integrate precarious workers' struggles.”

https://libcom.org/blog/struggles-union-issues-honda-bellsonica-manesar-india-03102016
https://libcom.org/blog/struggles-union-issues-honda-bellsonica-manesar-india-03102016
https://libcom.org/blog/international-trade-unionism-helps-weak-indian-unions-integrate-precarious-workers-struggle
https://libcom.org/blog/international-trade-unionism-helps-weak-indian-unions-integrate-precarious-workers-struggle
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strikes two hundred kilometers away to the 
rural environs of  Kaithal. At the end of a 
year, on 18 July 2013, under the umbrella of 
19-23 revolutionary groups, with police per-
mission, a charade was enacted in the form of 
a candle light procession in daylight at the 
Leisure  Valley  park  in  Gurgaon,  with  grim 
faces, hoisting a picture of the dead HR man-
ager,  declared  ‘pro-worker’,  since  he  had 
gone (he was sent by the company) to Chandi-
garh for registration of the union.

- Activists and revolutionary groups, scared 
by the radiance, denied the very radiance ig-
nited by the workers. For them, workers are 
poor and helpless, and there is no such thing 
as acts by workers. According to activists 
and revolutionary groups, workers need direc-
tion from others even to resolve daily prob-
lems. In their view, workers merely react. 
For  the  activists  and  revolutionaries, who 
are experts in reacting, governments-compa-
nies-capital act, and the people-workers re-
act.  And  so,  activists  and  revolutionary 
groups fabricated a story for 18 July 2012 
also:  it  was  a  conspiracy  of  the  Maruti 
Suzuki company; 200 bouncers attacked work-
ers; workers defended themselves in response, 
and the tragic accident resulted. 

- Liberals are very scared of the radiance. 
In order to maintain the prevalent hierar-
chies, liberals wish to do something for in-
capable  workers, helpless  peasants and the 
pitiable poor. Ever conscious of their own 
interests, the liberals further promote their 
self-interest even in the course of "doing 
something". So the stories fabricated by ac-
tivists and revolutionary groups go well with 
the liberals.

Liberal reporters and liberal lawyers readily 
lapped up the stories on Maruti Manesar fab-
ricated by activists and revolutionary groups 
in opposition to the fabrications of the com-
pany and government. And, courts and litiga-
tion became the next stop for the hypocrites 
after candles in the daylight and the pro-
worker manager farce.

Managers in terror
Factory managers in Faridabad were scared of 
the radiance ignited by the workers at Maruti 
Suzuki Manesar factory on 18 July 2012. Every 
branch of the state in India was in consensus 
regarding removing the fear of this radiance 
from  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  company 
higher-ups here and the Chairmen-MD-CEOs of 
corporations in Japan, America, Europe. To-
wards that end, it is as per the scriptures 
to spread terror amongst workers. This is why 
bail was denied to the 147 arrested workers 
by the district court, high court and the 
Supreme Court for three years. Armed comman-
dos were of course there. And middle-persons 
trained by protocols of worker control con-
tinued playing their role in spreading terror 
among workers through their shenanigans-writ-
ings-speeches-pamphlets-posters.

“Punishment shall be exemplary” - workers in 
Noida busted this notion in February 2013, 
and workers completely tore asunder this con-
cept at Okhla industrial area on the follow-
ing day. This series has gone on unbroken. It 
is spreading. At IMT Manesar, even with the 
stationing of 600 commandos, the fearlessness 
of the men and women workers in the factories 
of  Munjal  Kiriyu,  Auto  Liv,  JNS,  Baxter, 
Napino  Auto,  ASTI  Electronics,  Jay  Ushin, 
etc. has been fascinating. Be it workers of 
Palwal  district at  the  Prithla-Baghola  in-
dustrial area or the workers of Dhruv Global 
and  Lakhani  Vardhan  group  factories  at 
Faridabad. Managers and directors fled from 
factories terror stricken by the workers in 
Udyog Vihar,  Gurgaon in February 2015. The 
fearlessness of women workers in the tea es-
tates in Munnar, Kerala who chased away mid-
dle-persons, is another example. Without any 
middle-persons, the women workers of garment 
factories in Bangalore, Karnataka scared the 
central government into canceling the new PF 
rules.  Honda  Tapukara  factory  workers... 
workers of [the] Bin Laden group in Saudi  
Arabia...  garment workers of Bangladesh.... 
In  December  2015,  eight  workers  of  Pricol 
factory in Tamil Nadu were sentenced to dou-
ble life imprisonment and yet between 4th and 
10th January 2016, 2400 fearless workers of 
Lucas TVS factory aged 18-20 put the manage-
ment and the government in a spot.
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Formalities-formalities-formalities
In such a time, the matter concerning the 
jailed Maruti Suzuki workers shifted from be-
ing in the purview of workers to a series of 
formalities, which has continued till date. 
In this period, when laws have become irrele-
vant, the scope of legislation-constitution-
law is accordingly mere formality. Police in-
vestigation  (farcical  investigation),  wit-
nesses (farcical witnesses), evidence (farci-
cal  evidence),  company  lawyers,  government 
lawyer,  district  judge,  High  Court  judge, 
Supreme Court judge, defense lawyers, jour-
nalists sympathetic to either sides, company 
officers,  government  officers,  activists, 
revolutionary  groups,  union  leaders  kept 
playing  their  formal  roles.  Punishment  is 
also a formality as it has already been hol-
lowed out. All these people involved in for-
mal acts were essentially “going through the 
motions.”

Union leaders declaring one or two days' boy-
cott of lunch in the factory canteens when 
the  judgment  convicting  workers  was  an-
nounced. One hour tool down in Maruti Suzuki 
group  of  factories  after  the  sentence  was 
pronounced. The government, assuaged now by 
Sunday struggles (1), allowed unions to hold 
a meeting at IMT Manesar on 23 March. That 
meeting was organized by forty unions from 
IMT and surrounding industrial areas at the 
end of the A shift in the factories and was 
attended by five to seven thousands. Despite 
the large turnout, union leaders in speech 
after  speech  talked  of  going  to  the  High 
Court in appeal.

A comrade who attended the meeting called it 
a  fund-raising meeting.  At present,  80-90% 
workers in factories are temporary while 90% 
at this meeting were permanent workers. As 
per law, permanent workers alone can become 
members of factory unions. As per law, tempo-
rary workers cannot become members of factory 
unions.  Then,  on  April  4,  country-wide 
protest demonstrations, events in other coun-
tries demanding the release of the workers 

1 For more on Sunday struggles, refer to July 2016 issue 
of Faridabad Majdoor Samachar. Write to us for Eng-
lish translations.

and, at the same time, a memorandum asking 
the President of India to condone the sen-
tence was handed by leaders in Gurgaon to the 
Deputy Collector of Gurgaon.

We can only give them our love
An  eighty-year-old  revolutionary  came  from 
Kolkata to Gurgaon. In his view, solidarity 
of militant unions is essential to speed up 
the revolution. Maruti Suzuki Manesar union 
is, today, an example of a militant union. 
Two  leaders  of  the  Maruti  Suzuki  Manesar 
union came to meet the senior revolutionary. 
In the course of conversations, the senior 
revolutionary kept devising strategies out of 
blind alleys, dead ends. The two young lead-
ers, who had been present during the heady 
days of 2011-2012 at Maruti Manesar, repeat-
edly said that a lot had changed and now they 
could only give their love to the temporary 
workers.

Lets have a look at this love. In the three-
year  management-union  settlement  signed  in 
2012, the wage of permanent workers at the 
Maruti Suzuki Manesar factory was hiked by 
eighteen thousand and eight hundred rupees. 
Then, in the three-year settlement in Septem-
ber 2015, permanent workers wages were in-
creased by sixteen thousand rupees. The wages 
of  young  permanent  workers  at  the  Maruti 
Suzuki Manesar factory is in the range of 
fifty to sixty thousand rupees. The Maruti 
management was so pleased with the settlement 
of  September  2015  that  it  gave  a  gift  of 
three  thousand  rupees  to  every  permanent 
worker. And on 26 September, the day after 
the settlement was announced by leaders, four 
hundred temporary workmen refused to  enter 
the factory for the morning 6:30 am shift, in 
protest against the management-union settle-
ment.(2)

Friends of the TW from B Shift also collected 
at  the  factory  gate.  Immediately  some  men 
from  the  fourteen  villages  adopted  by  the 
Maruti Suzuki company, reached the factory in 
vehicles and clashed with the workers col-

2 Temporary workmen, TW, are the workers hired directly 
by the company for seven months, a practice since July 
2012, and are kept besides [apart from?] the workers 
hired through contractor companies.



14 A  Free Retriever's Digest

lected there. Police intervention. Inside the 
factory, the militant union cooperated with 
the management to keep production going.

The company claimed normal production in the 
A shift but instead of 1440 vehicles being 
assembled on the three assembly lines in the 
A shift, only 781 vehicles were assembled as 
the temporary workmen stayed away from work.

  

Translation: Faridabad Majdoor Samachar (Faridabad Work-
ers’ Newspaper). 

E-mail to: majdoorsamachartalmel@gmail.com  . 

Remarks between square brackets and emphasis are from 
the Free Retriever’s editor.

About 'Faridabad Majdoor Samachar' (Faridabad Workers’ Newspaper)

'Faridabad Majdoor Samachar' is a monthly publication in the Hindi language. It started in 
1982 as a 2 pages sheet with a circulation of 2000 copies. Since 2007 some 7000 copies are 
distributed for free, actually in Faridabad, Okhla, and Gurgaon (2.5 million factory work-
ers). First-hand experiences and ideas of wage-workers at large of different factories, of-
fices, research-centers, etc. make-up most of the newspaper. A brief article addresses these 
experiences and ideas. A column also deals with 'Questions for Alternatives'. Each issue 
caries articulations of workers of 50 to 60 factories on issues as precarisation (85% of the 
workers) and underpayment. Over a period of time, stress on self-activity of wage-workers to 
confront and transform the present, has become a focus of the newspaper. (Source: About FMS.)

  

Illustration 1: Topographical map of the industrial zone adjacent to New Delhi (India): Noida - Faridabad - Manesar – Gurgaon 

The next try-out issue of A  Free Retriever's Digest is envisaged for the second half of June. Please send eventual no-
tifications and propositions before Saturday, June 10th.

http://faridabadmajdoorsamachar.blogspot.nl/p/about-fms.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gurgaon_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Okhla
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faridabad
mailto:majdoorsamachartalmel@gmail.com
http://faridabadmajdoorsamachar.blogspot.nl/
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